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INTRODUCTION. 



The following Journal was regularly forwarded, during 
a six years' residence in India, to the writer's family and 
friends. Events, anecdotes, and reflections were recorded 
as they came before her ; and this will account, not only 
for the miscellaneous character of the work, and for the 
personal details with which, in spite of her endeavours to 
weed them out, it is still too much encumbered, but for 
any failure in the attempt to exclude remarks that may be 
unpleasant to those on whom they are made. 

The Author has been under the disadvantage of pub- 
lishing at a distance from her husband, and without the 
possibility of referring to his opinion, or obtaining his 
sanction for either the omission or retention of passages 
on which she would have desired it. She, therefore, 
protests against his being considered responsible for any 
statement she has made, and only claims for herself the 
merit of an impartial desire to speak the truth. 

The Author also feels it necessary to apologize to those 
friends whose letters she has used more largely than 
she was at first aware of, in giving an account of the 
Panjab Campaign. Distance has prevented her obtain- 
ing their permission, and she was unwilling to appropri- 
ate the credit of these narratives to herself, by using the 
facts and altering the language ; but she has endeavoured, 
as far as possible, to avoid publishing anything which 
the writer might object to seeing in print. 

London, July, 1858. 
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Life at Sea. — ^Trade Winds. — The Snrriyor of Minden. — Sermon. — Sunday 
School — Calms without^ Discord within. — ^An Alligator. — ^Mnsio. — Ex- 
penses of a Voyage. — Sunset — ^High Churchman. — Soldiers' Wiyes.^ 
Don Juan. — Spelhng. — Recruits. — ^Albatross. — ^AmsterdanL — ^Marriages. 
— Officer Overboard. — ^Virtuous Old Times. — Shark. — Society on Board. 
— ^Assassin and Suicide. — Latest case of Piracy. — ^Wine. — ArriyaL— > 
Sailors and Bibles. 

Saturday, Sbptebcbbr 6th, 1846. — ^Wb have been since Septem- 
ber 2nd in the Tropics, the thermoraeter about 82° in my cabin, 
which is the coolest in the ship ; but the evenings are delightful 
— the very perfection of refreshing warm weather. This last week 
has flown very rapidly. We have seen two ships ; a little land 
bird came on board ; one of the cabin-boys foil aown the hatch- 
way yesterday evening, and as he lay groaning, he said, ''Oh, take 
Mr. Consitt (the chief oflScer) his tea/' We all greatly admired 
this strong sense of duty in the poor little man. We also saw a 
herd of Albecores, a huge white fish of about one cwt. each, leap- 
ing and sporting in the waves ; and this, I think, forms the sum 
total of the week's occurrences. The last few days we have had 
numerous mosquitoes. I have been astonished to see how much 
less wave there is at sea than one would expect from living on the 
sea-coast ; even yesterday it was more a great swell which heaved 
us up and down than breakers and foam as I had anticipated. 
Captain Banning has lent me a letter of Basil Hall's (in Daniel's 
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2 THE TllADE WINDS. 

^Meteorological Observations,") explaining the trade winds. 
North of the equator, their most general direction is north-east ; 
south of the equator, south-east ; they extend to about 28° to 30° 
on each side of the line ; but the southern limit of the N. E. trade 
varies with the season of the year, and follows the course .of the 
sun, so that now, when the sun is about 6 j- N., we cannot expect 
to have the trades below 10° or 12° N., while in December and 
January, when the sun has a high southern declination, they reiich 
almost to the line, but never pass it ; whereas the S. E. often 
encroaches as much as 3° or 4° on the nortliern latitudes. 

After losing the trades we enter a region of variable winds 
and calms, which is the most tedious and uncertain portion of the 
voyage ; of course the narrower the extent of the trades, the wider 
is that of the variables. 

The trade winds become more and more southerly as they 
approach the line, and as the S. E. trade is unfavourable to us, 
when we meet it we shall have to bear away to the west, keeping 
of cowse as near the wind (that is sailing as much against it) as 
possible. 

The heat on this side of the Cape is much greater and more 
oppressive than on the other, because we get the hot wind from the 
Xfrican coast, of which the sirocco is a specimen. 

The causes of tlie trade winds are twofold : first, the air near the 
equator, being much hotter than in higher latitudes, ascends, whilst 
the cool air »om the nortli and south poles rushes in beneath it, 
and thus produces a north and south wind blowing from the re- 
spective poles towards the line, whilst far above in the sky the 
highest clouds are seen taking a contrary direction towards the 
poles ; secondly, the velocity of the earth at the equator is about 
1000 miles an hour, but in latitude 30° it is about 140 miles an 
hour less. The air partakes of the same velocity as the earth and 
water beneath it ; when, therefore, Uiis slow air is drawn towards 
the equator, it is at first left behind by the superior velocity of the 
earth's motion eastward, and thus, as we rush along with the earth, 
the tardy wind pufis in our faces, until by degrees its motion 
becomes more and more accelerated and we feel it no longer. 
This is the reason why as the trade winds approach the line they 
lose this easterly character, and retain only their northern or south- 
ern direction, which arises from the first named cause. The mon- 
soon in the Bay of Bengal, Indian Ocean, and China, is accounted 
for on the same principles. When the sun has great northern 
declination, India and China become so much heated that the air 
from the equator being the coolest, rushes in to till up the place 
of the heated Indian atmosphere, which ascends ^ as a matter of 
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course.'' Thi3 said equatorial air coming from the south, and 
having a more rapid motion to the east than the regions it comes 
to visit, produces a south-westerly wind. When, on the other hand, 
the sun goes to the south, the reverse takes place, and the south- 
east monsoon is produced. In the N. E. trades the earth is like a 
steam carria^ creating a wind by rushing through the air. Tlie 
northerly and southerly motion is easily understood. I hope this 
is clear to you, dear people ; you see there would be nothing but 
easterly winds if the eartn were a uniform mass of land and water ; 
but, as land and water do not retain heat an equal length of time, 
the great masses of heated earth produce variations in the cur- 
rents of air, as I have endeavoured to expound. The reason that 
strong westerly winds are so prevalent N. of Madeira and S. of the 
Cape is, that the air from the equator, which has been sailing 
along high up with very little friction to diminish its velocity, 
has, oy me time it arrives there, become sufficiently cooled to 
descend from its high horse (the air beneath it being hotter in 
Uiose latitudes), and creates a westerly wind, just as when a steam 
carriage passes we feel the whiff thereof 

C. has just interrupted me with a story Major M. has been tell- 
ing him. When the 5l8t were at Plymouth, in ^819, they heard 
that an old gentleman who had been present at a review of the 
regiment, had thanked God that he had lived to see the 51st once 
more. They inquired about him, and finding that he had been a 
lieutenant in the regiment, and had been present with it at the 
battle of Minden, uiey immediately determined to give him a 
grand dinner, and invited the Admiral, the General, all the 
authorities, and many of the county gentlemen, and in fact, gave 
the old gentleman such an entertainment as had never been heard 
of in the 5l8t before. The old officer was seated on the right 
hand of the chair, and after the usual toasts, the Colonel gave the 
^ memory of the heroes of Minden," which was drunk in solemn 
silence. Rising again, he proposed, in a speech warm from the 
heart, the health of their venerable guest, the sole survivor of the 
61st who had fought in that battle ; this was received with such 
prolonged and enthusiastic cheering, the naval men joining in a 
sort of ecstacy, that the poor old man was quite overcome, and at 
last leant his head down on the table, and sobbed. He returned 
thanks with difficulty, saying, that, after this, he did not care how 
soon he died. When ho went away, the Admiral, the Colonel, and 
some of the principal officers (all of whom had received him as if 
he had been the father of each one in particular), accompanied 
him to the door, and saw him into his carriage. 

Major M. also told us of an interview he had had with Sir 
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James Stephen. Shortly after his return from Van Diemen's Land, 
he was requested to call at the Colonial Office, in order to give the 
results of his observations and experience in that colony. Sir 
James Stephen received him most blandly, then leaning back in his 
chair, he folded his hands, half closed his eyes, and gave utterance 
to a series of various apothegms and reflections, perfectly true and 
oxtruuioly well expressed, for tho space of an hour uiid a half, lie 
then rose, blandly thanked the astonished Major M. for his 
valuable information, and bowed him out of the room, without 
having allowed him to utter a sentence. 

Monday, September 1th. — We are off the Cape Verd Islands, 
our worst run hitherto has been ninety-seven miles in tlie twenty- 
four hours, t. e. four knots an hour. Yesterday was exceedingly hot, 
there were upwards of twenty fans in use at dinner. The Chaplain 
preached a short discourse, literally in praise of religion, showing 
It to be a good and profitable thing, but not showing what it was, 
nor how it was to be obtained. A Mullah might have been thank- 
ful for the loan of it, if he had found himself unprepared some 
Friday morning. Yesterday, to our great satisfaction, the mission- 
ary, Mr. M., preached, or rather read, a very good sermon ; he is 
an Independent,*but that I keep secret 

Mrs. D. and I had agreed to try to get up a Sunday-school for 
the women and children on board. Three of the young ladies 
came to help us. C. made ^* Paterson on the Shorter Catechism " 
his text-book, beginning with the first commandment, and taking 
only the simple parts. About eight women and children wore 
present : we hope next time to have more — each of the young 
ladies helped the others to find the texts referred to. May God 
graciously bless this attempt to lead them into the way of salva- 
tion. Afterwards 0. read one of McCheyne's last sermons. Miss 
M., Miss D., and their maid, being present 

To-day we have nearly a calm ; — do you know that in a calm 
we have more rolling than in a fresh breeze f Captain H. says, 
that naval men owe a great debt of gratitude to Colonel Reid for 
his work on storms. The best course, now that the law of storms 
is understood, is for a ship to lie with her head to the wind, when 
a gale comes on, however favorable the wind may appear to be, 
and the storm thus passes over her. 

Tuesday. — ^The ioyfid news that a homeward-bound ship was in 
sight, threw us all into confusion. Eveir body prepared their 
letters — we rushed on deck — she shortened sail, and we soon ap- 
proached her ; she looked very pretty, breasting the waves as she 
passed under the stem of ^ The Alfred," — but to our disappoint- 
ment, we found she was a Genoese bound to Genoa. We had. 
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however, the satisfaction of seeing some living thing besides our- 
selves. I cannot imagine any one enjoying a sea-voyage unless 
th<iy wore making love. The monotony is very tiresome, and I 
have not felt well enough to enjoy any occupation but reading. 
We stay in our cabin most of the day — the nights are lovely — we 
walk or sit on deck until nine o'clocK. The Captain and his wife, 
the Doctor, Mr. M., and some of the officers of the ship, are very 
pleasant Some of the ladies have empty heads, and some full 
hearts, so there is scarcely one whose conversation is at all a luxury. 
In the utter dearth of incident, one hails the arrival of a little bird 
from the African coast with more pleasure tlian you can imagine, 
just as you would a visit from Mr. B. or Garlyle. The little bird 
was caught, and I kissed and stroked him for joy. 

I am in daily fear of becoming a gossip ; the fear, I hope, will 
preserve me from danger ;— one day one hears of a quarrel between 
two black-bearded passengers, because one helped the other too 
largely to rice-pudding— ranother day a Queen's officer is riotous, 
and all the young ladies peep behind the jalousies to see what is 
the matter ; then '*Miss A. has been so spiteful to Miss B.'* — Miss 
C. won't sit any longer beside Dr. D., because she thinks him very 
rude — Miss K talks too much to Captain F., and takes pet because 
Mrs. H. kindly tells her of it : — and so every day brings forth its 
small quota of pettiness. A lady paid me a visit the other day, 
and spent the whole time in talking to my maid about the charac- 
ter of their mutual acquaintance. She often makes me laugh. I 
told her the other night we were going south, which, said I, is very 
good — " I am sure, ma'am," she answered, ** I don't know — ^I am 
not an alligator," meaning navigator I 

I send you a little sketch of the morning muster of the soldiers 
on board ; the officers nearly rival them in variety of apparel — 
some wear red jackets, some white ; some black coats, some brown 
holland, and most of them have turn-down collars, and Httle black 
neckerchiefs, such as they must have worn in the dajrs when they 
''crept unwillingly to school." Two Sundajrs ago the soldiers 
appeared in white frocks and trousers, furnished by the Company, 
looking exactly like magnified little boys. It nearly upset my 
gravity. 

Yesterday, there was more motion than we have yet had, so that 
our chairs were lashed to the posts in the cuddy, or to the legs of 
the dinner-table ; but nothing very diverting occurred. 

1 have been reading Elliott's "Horae Apocalypticse," and Carlvle's 
** Revolution," with exceeding pleasure. In fact, one's chief hap- 
piness on board ship lies in books. Miss M. and I read a oanto of 
Uante together daily, which we greatly enjoy. 
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Jimea Stepben. Shortly after hii retam ftttm Tan Kodmi^ ^^^^ 
h« wM reqneated to call at the Colonial OfiBce, in order to giv* tba 
reanlU of bis obMrvationa and experience ia that eoloBjr, Sir 
Jamea Stephen rec«i*ed him moat blandly, then l«aDiDg back in bia 
chair, he folded hia haiuU, half cloaed hia eyea, and gaT« ■ttcmncA 
to a teriea of Tariona apothc^^ma and refluctiona, perfectly traa utd 
extreuiuly wolt ciprox.'d, fur thu ii[>a(;o uf nil liour awl a ImJC Ua 
Lben ruae, blandly Uiatilicd llio aatoui^icd Major U, for hia 
vaiuatU information, and bowed him out <tf the room, witbOBt 
having allowed bim to utter a •euteuc^. 

Monday, September 7th.— We are off the Gape Terd IilaDda, 
our wont run hitherto has been nincty-ecven miles in the twuntj- 
four lioura, i, t. four knolji an hour. Yustunlay waa ezceedinsly hot, 
there were upwards of twenty (aa» in use at dinner. The Chaplain 

E reached a Bbort diacourm, literally in praiae of religkHi, ihowing 
to be a good and profiuble thing, but not ahowing wlut it waa, 
nor how it was to be obtained. A Mullah might have been thaak- 
fiil for the loan of it, if he had found bimaelf unprepared aome 
Friday morning. Yesterday, to our great latisfkction, the miaNon- 
ary, Mr, M,, preached, or rather read, a very good sermon ; he ia 
an Indepeudent,*but that I keep secret 

Mrs. b, and I had agreed to try to get np a Sunday-school for 
tha women and children on board. Three of the yonng ladiea 
came to help us, O, nmde " Pateraon on the Shorter Catechiani " 
his teiUbooK, beginning with the fimt commandment, and taking 
only tlie simple parts. About eight wuinen and children were 

firusent ; we hope next time to have more— each of the young 
sdies helped the others to find the texts referred to. May God 
graciously bless this attempt to lead tliem into the way of aalvar 
tion. Afterwards G. read one of McCboyne's last sermona, Mia 
M., Miss D., and their maid, being present. 

To-day we have nearly n calm ; — do you know tliat in n calm 
we have more rolling than in a fresh breeze I Captain H. MVa, 
that naval men owe a great debt of gratitude to Gofonel Beid ia 
his work on storms. The best course, now that the Uw al ttanm 
is understood, is for a ship to lie with ber head to the wind, whia 
a gale comes on, however favorable the wind roi»y sppear to ha, — 
and the storm thus passes over her. 

Tuesday.— The joyful newa that a homeward-bound ship wits in 
sight, threw us all into confusion. Eveir body prepared their 
t~'* "mhed on deck— she shortened sail, and we soon i^ 
preached her; she looked very pretty, breasting tlie waves as aha 
psss«d under the stem of "The Alfrod."— butto oar dis.-.ppoint- 
nwnt, we found ihe was a Oenowe bound to a. We had. 
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liowevcr, tlio satisfaction of teeing Bome living tlting besides oar- 
selvcH. I cannot imagine an^ one enjoying a Bea-voyage unless 
tliey were making love. The nionutonj 'a veiy tircsoino, nnd I 
Iiave not felt wuli enougU to enjoj any occupation but rea<ling. 
We stay in our cabin most of tlie day — the nights are lovely — we 
walk or sit on deck until nine o'clock. The Captun and bis wife, 



tiie Doctor, Mr. M., and some of the officers of the ship, are very 
pleasanL Some of the ladies have empty heads, and some tail 
nearta, so there is scarcely one whose conversation is at all a luxury. 



In the utter dearth of incident, one hails the arrival of a little bird 
from the African coast with more pleasure tlian you uan imagine, 
just as you would a visit from Mr. If. or Carlyle. The little bird 
was caught, and 1 kissed and stroked him for joy. 

I am m dtuty fear of becoming a gossip; tne fear, I hope, will 
preserve me from danger ; — one day one hears of a quarrel between 
two black-bearded psssengers, because one helped the other too 
largely to rice-puddine—ranotlier day a Queen's officer is riotous, 
and all Uie young ladies peep behind the jalousies to see what is 
the matter ; then " Miss A. has been to spiteful to Miss B." — Miss 
C. won't sit any longer beside Dr. D., because she thinks him very 
»ude — Misa K talks too much to Caplwn F^ and lakes pel because 
Mrs. H. kindly tells her of it : — and so every day brings forth its 
small quota of pettiness. A lady paid me a visit the other day, 
and spent the whole time in talking to my maid about the oharao- 
ter of their mutual acquaintance. She often makee me laugh. I 
told her the other night we were going south, which, said I, is very 
good — " I am sure, ma'ani," she answered, "I don't know — I am 
not an alligator," meaning navigator I 

I send you a little sketch of the morning muster of the soldiers 
on board ; the officers nearly rival them m variety of apparel — 
some vear red jackets, some white ; some black coats, some brown 
Lolland, and most of them have tura-down collars, and little black 
neckert^ieb, such as they must have worn in the days when they 
" crept unwillingly to school." Two Sundays ago the soldiers 
appeared in white frocks and trousers, fiimished by the Company, 
looking exactly like magnified little boys. It nearly npeet my 
gravity. 

Ye^Arday, there was more motion we have yet had, bo that 

our chairs were laalied to the posts in i cuddy, or to the legs of 
the dinner-table; but nothing very di' occurred. 

1 have been reading Elliott^ "II ; oaJ; ' and Ctirlyle's 

" Revolution," with exceeding pli In 's lap- 
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Saturday, Sbptembbr 6th, 1846. — ^Wb have been since Septem- 
ber 2Dd in the Tropics, the thermoraeter about 82° in my cabin, 
which is the coolest in the ship ; but the evenings are delightful 
— ^the very perfection of refreshing warm weather. This last week 
has flown very rapidly. We have seen two ships ; a little land 
bird came on board ; one of the cabin-boys foil down the hatch- 
way yesterday evening, and as he lay groaning, he said, ^ Oh, take 
Mr. Consitt (the chief oflScer) his tea/' We all greatly admired 
this strong sense of duty in Uie poor little man. We also saw a 
herd of Albecores, a huge white fish of about one cwt. each, leap- 
ing and sporting in the waves ; and this, I think, forms the sum 
total of the week's occurrences. The last few days we have had 
numerous mosquitoes. I have been astonished to see how much 
less wave there is at sea than one would expect from living on the 
sea-coast ; even yesterday it was more a great swell which heaved 
us up and down than breakers and foam as I had anticipated. 
Captain Banning has lent me a letter of Basil Hall's (in Daniel's 
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2 THE TKA1>£ WINDS. 

'^Meteorological Observations,") explaining the trade winds. 
North of the equator, their most general direction is north-east ; 
south of the equator, south-east ; they extend to about 28° to 30° 
on each side of the line ; but the southern limit of the N. E. trade 
varies with the season of the year, and follows the course .of the 
sun, so that now, when the sun is about 6 j- N., we cannot expect 
to have the trades below 10° or 12° N., while in December and 
January, when the sun has a high southern declination, they reach 
almost to the line, but never pass it ; whereas the S. E. often 
encroaches as much as 3° or 4° on the nortliern latitudes. 

After losing the trades we enter a region of variable winds 
and calms, which is the most tedious and uncertain portion of the 
voyage ; of course the narrower the extent of the trades, the wider 
is that of the variables. 

The trade winds become more and more southerly as they 
approach the line, and as the S. K trade is unfavourable to us, 
when we meet it we shall have to bear away to tlie west, keeping 
of course as near the wind (that is sailing as much against it) as 
possible. 

The heat on this side of the Cape is much greater and more 
oppressive than on the other, because we get the hot wind from the 
African coast, of which the sirocco is a specimen. 

The causes of the trade winds are twofold : first, the air near the 
equator, being much hotter than in higher latitudes, ascends, whilst 
the cool air from tl>e north and south poles rushes in beneath it, 
and thus produces a north and south wind blowing from the re- 
spective poles towards the line, whilst far above in the sky the 
highest clouds are seen taking a contrary direction towards the 
poles ; secondly, the velocity of the earth at the equator is about 
1000 miles an hour, but in latitude 30° it is about 140 miles an 
hour less. The air partakes of the same velocity as the earth and 
water beneath it ; when, therefore, tliis slow air is drawn towards 
the equator, it is at first left behind by the superior velocity of the 
earth's motion eastward, and thus, as we rush along with the earth, 
the tardy wind puffs in our faces, until by degrees its motion 
becomes more and more accelerated and we feel it no longer. 
This is the reason why as the trade winds approach the line they 
lose this easterly character, and retain only their northern or south- 
ern direction, which arises from the first named cause. The mon- 
soon in the Bay of Bengal, Indian Ocean, and China, is accounted 
for on the same principles. When the sun has great northern 
declination, India and China become so much heated that the air 
from the equator being the coolest, rushes in to fill up the place 
of the heated Indian atmosphere, which ascends ^ as a matter of 



THE SUBYIYOB OF MINDXN. 8 

course.** Th]3 said equatorial air coming firom the soutli, and 
having a more rapid motion to the east than the regions it comes 
to visit, produces a south-westerly wind. When, on the other hand, 
the sun goes to the south, the reverse takes place, and the south- 
east monsoon is produced. In the N. E. trades the earth is like a 
steam carriage, creating a wind by rushing through the air. The 
northerly and southerly motion is easily understood. I hope this 
is clear to you, dear people ; you see there would be nothing but 
easterly winds if the earth were a uniform mass of land and water ; 
but, as land and water do not retain heat an equal length of time, 
the great masses of heated earth produce variations in the cur- 
rents of air, as I have endeavoured to expound. The reason that 
strong westerly winds are so prevalent N. of Madeira and S. of the 
Cape is, that the air from the equator, which has been sailing 
alonff hiffh up with very little friction to diminish its velocity, 
has, by Uie time it arrives there, become sufficiently cooled to 
descend from its high horse (the air beneath it being hotter in 
Uiose latitudes), and creates a westerly wind, just as when a steam 
carriage passes we feel the whiff thereof. 

C. has just interrupted me with a story Major M. has been tell- 
ing him. When the 51st were at Plymouth, in ^819, they heard 
that an old gentleman who had been present at a review of the 
regiment, had thanked God that he had lived to see the 51st once 
more. They inquired about him, and finding that he had been a 
lieutenant in the regiment, and had been present with it at the 
battle of Minden, they immediately determined to give him a 
grand dinner, and invited the Admiral, the General, all the 
authorities, and many of the county gentlemen, and in fact, gave 
the old gentleman such an entertainment as had never been heard 
of in the 51st before. The old officer was seated on the right 
hand of the chair, and after the usual toasts, the Colonel gave the 
^ memory of the heroes of Minden,'' which was drunk in solemn 
silence. Rising again, he proposed, in a speech warm from the 
heart, the health of their venerable guest, the sole survivor of the 
51st who had fought in that battle ; this was received with such 
prolonged and enthusiastic cheering, the naval men joining in a 
sort of ecstacy, that the poor old man was quite overcome, and at 
last leant his head down on the table, and sobbed. Ho returned 
thanks with difficulty, saying, that, after this, he did not care how 
soon he died. When he went away, the Admiral, the Colonel, and 
some of the principal officers (all of whom had received him as if 
he had been the father of each one in particular), accompanied 
him to the door, and saw him into his carriage. 

Major M. also told us of an interview he had had with Sir 
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James Stephen. Shortly after his return from Van Diemen's Land, 
he was requested to call at the Colonial Office, in order to give the 
results of his observations and experience in that colony. Sir 
James Stephen received him most blandly, then leaning back in his 
chair, he folded his hands, half closed his eyes, and gave utterance 
to a series of various apothegms and reflections, perfectly tru<3 and 
extremely well expressed, for the space of au hour uiid a half, lie 
then rose, blandly tlianked the astonished Major M. for his 
valfiahle information^ and bowed him out of the room, without 
having allowed him to utter a sentence. 

Monday, September 7th. — ^We are oflf the Cape Verd Islands, 
our worst run hitherto has been ninety-seven miles in tlie twenty- 
four hours, t. e, four knots an hour. Yesterday was exceedingly hot, 
there were upwards of twenty &ns in use at dinner. The Chaplain 
preached a short discourse, literally in praise of religion, showing 
It to be a good and profitable thing, but not showing what it was, 
nor how it was to be obtained. A Mullah might have been thank- 
ful for the loan of it, if he had found himself unprepared some 
Friday morning. Yesterday, to our great satisfaction, the mission- 
ary, Mr. M., preached, or rather read, a very good sermon ; he is 
an Independent,*but that I keep secret. 

Mrs. D. and I had agreed to try to get up a Sunday-school for 
tho women and children on board. Three of the young ladies 
came to help us. O. made ^ Paterson on the Shorter Catechism " 
his text-book, beginning with the first commandment, and taking 
only the simple parts. About eight women and children were 
present : we hope next time to have more — each of the young 
ladies helped the others to find the texts referred to. May God 
graciously bless this attempt to lead them into the way of salva- 
tion. Afterwards C. read one of McCheyne's last sermons. Miss 
M., Miss D., and their maid, being present 

To-day we have nearly a calm ; — do you know that in a calm 
we have more rolling than in a fresh breeze f Captain H. says, 
that naval men owe a great debt of gratitude to Colonel Reid for 
his work on storms. The best course, now that the law of storms 
is understood, is for a ship to lie with her head to the wind, when 
a gale comes on, however favorable the wind may appear to be, 
and the storm thus passes over her. 

Tuesday. — ^The joyful news that a homeward-bound ship was in 
sight, threw us all into confusion. Eveir body prepared their 
letters — we rushed on deck — she shortened sail, and we soon ap- 
proached her ; she looked very pretty, breasting the waves as she 
passed under the stem of ** The AJfred," — but to our disappoint- 
ment, we found she was a Genoese bound to Genoa. We had, 
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however, the satisfaction of seeing some living thing besides our- 
selves. I cannot imagine any one enjoying a sea-voyage unless 
tli<;y wore making love. The monotony is very tiresome, and I 
have not felt well enough to enjoy any occupation but reading. 
We stay in our cabin most of the day — the nights are lovely — we 
walk or sit on deck until nine o'clock. The Captain and his wife, 
the Doctor, Mr. M., and some of the oflScers of the ship, are very 
pleasant Some of the ladies have empty heads, and some full 
hearts, so there is scarcely one whose conversation is at all a luxury. 
In the utter dearth of incident, one hails the arrival of a little bird 
from the African coast with more pleasure than you can imagine, 
just as you would a visit from Mr. B. or Carlyle. The little bird 
was caught, and I kissed and stroked him for joy. 

I am m daily fear of becoming a gossip ; the fear, I hope, will 
preserve me from danger ;— one day one hears of a quarrel between 
two black-bearded passengers, because one helped the other too 
largely to rice-puddinff— ranother day a Queen's officer is riotous, 
and all the young ladies peep behind the jalousies to see what is 
the matter ; then '* Miss A. has been so spiteful to Miss B." — Miss 
C. won't sit any longer beside Dr. D., because she thinks him very 
rude — Miss K talks too much to Captain F., and takes pet because 
Mrs. H. kindly tells her of it : — and so every day brings forth its 
small quota of pettiness. A lady paid me a visit the other day, 
and spent the whole time in talking to my maid about the charac- 
ter of their mutual acquaintance. She often makes me laugh. I 
told her the other night we were going south, which, said I, is very 
good — " I am sure, ma'am," she answered, " I don't know — I am 
not an alligator," meaning navigator I 

I send you a little sketch of the morning muster of the soldiers 
on board ; the officers nearly rival them in variety of apparel — 
some wear red jackets, some white ; some black coats, some brown 
holland, and most of them have turn-down collars, and little black 
neckerchiefs, such as they must have worn in the days when they 
** crept unwillingly to school." Two Sundays ago the soldiers 
appeared in white frocks and trousers, furnished by the Company, 
looking exactly like magnified little boys. It nearly upset my 
gravity. 

Yesterday, there was more motion than we have yet had, so that 
our chairs were lashed to the posts in the cuddy, or to the legs of 
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the dinner-table ; but nothing very diverting occurred. 

1 have been reading Elliott^ "Horse Apocalyptic®," and Carl vie 
" Revolution," with exceeding pleasure. In fact, one's chief hap- 
piness on board ship lies in books. Miss M. and I read a canto of 
Uante together daily, which we greatly enjoy. 
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Monday, September 2 1st — ^Every one has been more or less 
unwell, for the heat at the beginning of last week was most oppres- 
sive — not very intense, for in our cabin I never remarked the ther- 
mometer above 84°, but a dull, clammy heat, that made one feel 
sick ; and even the evening wind was not refreshing, but felt as if 
it came over a cool bog. In the cuddy, at dinner, I think the 
thermometer must have reached blood heat. C. thinks that coming 
inside the Cape de Verde Islands, which we have done, is probably 
not so healthy as passing outside ; for, as the African coast is pes- 
tilential, and some of the Cape de Verdes have lately proved equally 
BO, it is reasonable to suppose that the air between them is anythmg 
but salubrious. I have not been able to eat breakfast since I came 
on board ; but since we passed the sun, which we did on Friday, 
there has been a wonderful difference in the wind, which is now 
quite cool, coining direct to us from the South Pole. Wo passed 
the Line early on Saturday morning — a wonderfully fine passage 
of only four weeks since we left Portsmouth. Captain H. is not on 
visiting terms with Neptune, who consequently did not appear. 
One of the oflQcers caught a Vilella (a cunous mucilaginous fish) 
and gave it to me ; it is about five inches long, of a deep indigo 
blue colour, with a curious fin, which serves as a sail ; its mouth 
lies underneath, and wh^n touched it stings. I saw many of them 
in the water — in sailing,, they spin round and round. 

I paid a visit to a lady the other day, compelled thereto by 
politeness, or, as Mr. P. would say, "self-respect ;" some other ladies 
were there. They entertained me with an account of Christmas 
Cakes at Calcutta. One told of the cake she had had last year — 
the ornaments from Paris ; the other did not go to see the Con- 
fectioner's show — she was prevented ; and so on, the very smallest 
of imaginable small-talk. 

Hitherto our party has been like a list of dramatis persance, long 
and tiresome, but last week the plot began to thicken. Some 
ladies got up a little quarrel, and a poor mad officer made a pro- 
posal. His case is a very sad one, as he is decidedly insane, and 
must be invalided as soon as he arrives ; we are all anxious lest he 
should do something rash, such as throwing himself overboard. 

Wednesday, September 23rd. — The poor ofiicer whom I men- 
tioned is better, he came and spoke to me this morning collectedly 
enough. It makes one's heart ache to see him ; he is very gentle- 
manly, very obliging, and has a mother and sister living. He 
showed me our track on the chart, and then explained that there 
were a great many other tracks to the westward, all of which wo 
had avoided. 

Last night some of the soldiers took it into their heads to sing 



EXPENSES OF AN INDIAMAN. 7 

in parts, accompanied by one of the Serjeants who plays well on 
the flute ; the effect was beautiful, and the voices, borne on the 
evening wind, stole on the ear like those of some choice choir. 
T\wy sung slow touching airs, such as the ** Canadian lioat Song," 
" My Highland llome,'' that showed they had the same feelings in 
their hearts as those which filled our own. Since the Days of 
Babel, music is the one universal language left us, perhaps the only 
mode in which man speaks to man of his thoughts and feelings 
without regard of persons. 

My servant R amuses me very much ; she talks not like a 

'* prent buke," but like a water-wheel, and is evidently as much 
acquainted with all her former mistress's affairs and opinions as she 
herself can be. In India she has a man-servant of her own, up- 
wards of 45/. a year wages, and never touches a needle from one 
year's end to another. She said to me the other day, when I was 
working, " Oh, ma'am, I wish you had some nice wool 1" " Why P 
answered I, in some surprise. *' I wish to work a pair of slippers 

for Mrs. ." She is evidently accustomed to ask for anything 

her mistress has : I find her very useful on board, however, very 
obliging and good-tempered. 

The Captain was telling me the other day about his ship : he is 
part owner; the expenses out and home are about 12,000/. The 
midshipmen get no pay ; their " 'prentice fee" is 60/., their mess 
10/. per annum : so that, with outfit, their expenses for the first 
year are not less than 120/. to 140/. After three voyages, if one 
of them is appointed fourth oflScer of the ship, he gets 20s. a month, 
whereas a common sailor gets 2/. I asked why they got so little. 
Captain H. replied, " Oh, they are of so little use." The second 
o$cer gets from 8/. to 10/. a month, and the first a little more. 
There is an uncertainty how long the ships will pay, for the rate of 
passage-money is greatly reduced. We pay 220/. for a stem cabin 
for ourselves, a share of the woman's cabin for R., and our board. 
Formerly, a man coming home paid 1000/., and a man and his 
wife 1500/. It is the voyage home (when both freight and passage- 
money are higher than on the voyage out) which pays the owners. 

Thursday, October 8th. — Since September 24th, when we were 
in south latitude 16^, it has been cold; there is a wonderful differ- 
ence in the temperature north and south of the line, the former 
being much warmer in the same latitudes. We are now in 40® S. 
latitude, or as much to the south of the equator as Madrid is north 
of it, and this is the first summer month in these regions, yet we 
have all been wearing our warmest dresses for the last ten days. 
I am now writing in fur cuffs, and sit all day in a wadded silk 
cloak over a merino gown. By the time we arrive at Calcutta, I 
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think my wits will be in a perfect state of imbroglio in regard to 
time and seasons. Within six weeks we have had autumn, sum- 
mer, and winter weather. In a short lime we expect summer 
again, though not of that oppressive and overpowering heat we 
endured on the west coast of Africa, and then another spell of cold 
weather before reaching Calcutta : we ought to come out as hard 
and sharp as steel after those sudden alternations of temperature. 
The greatest heat in our cabin was not above 84°, now it is not 
below 68°, and yet the cold is great ; I begin to think the ther- 
mometer gives no more idea of the heat one feels than the num- 
ber of years one has lived does of the real age. 

We left the tropics on September 29th, and on Monday, the 
28th, we saw the first of those glorious sunsets which we had 
expected in vain since we entered them. I cannot describe the 
wondrous beauty of the sky : at first it appeared like a lovely Eng- 
lish sunset, when gradually the sun, having entered into his cham- 
ber, summoned his ^ royal body guard of prismatic colours," illu- 
minating the whole sky with gold, crimson, purple, and even green, 
from the most delicate tints to the most gorgeous radiance, filling 
the heart with delight and the eye well nigh with tears. Far 
beyond the dark rolling waters were continents and bays, studded 
with islands batlied in a flood of light, and giving some faint imago 
of that better country, that New Jerusalem who shall descend 
adorned as a bride " whose clothing is of wrought gold." ^* Ah, if 
L. were here ! and dear E. I" We both lon^d for you. When 
we see the reality of that glorious vision, I trust all those dearest 
to us will ^ walk with the Lamb in white." 

I never had an hour of greater enjoyment How greatly our 
impressions from external thmgs depend on the state of the mind 
in which we see them : had I been idone, I doubt if even this mag- 
nificence would have given me anything like real pleasure. 

On the 20th September we first saw some birds, which have 
ever since formed a most pleasing variety to our ^outlook," as 
Carlyle would call it. Nothing can exceed the monotony of a sea 
view, unenlivened by the sight of any living creature — but now the 
ocean is alive with the huge albatross, the beautiful Cape pigeon, 
and lovely little stormy petrels, all of them incessantly whirling 
around us, chasing one another, diving and skimming along, or 
floating on the waves, full of life and enjoyment. Many of the 
younff officers amuse themselves with wantonly shooting at these 

ar oirds. The other day we saw an albatross wounded, sink 
j)les8 on the distant waves. Certainly some of the of^vMn on 
board do little credit to Iler Majcsty^s service : those one knows at 
home are always gentlemanly, but four of these on board have 
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been under arrest for intoxication since we sailed ; and I am told 
tliej do not scruple to tell the most coarse stories in the presence 
of ladies. They pass their time in utter idleness, and drink, on an 
avenigc, a bottle and half of wine a-pieco daily, besides a quantity 
of spirits ; some of them are young men of twenty-two, with wives 
younger than themselves. 1 have seen more of human life since I 
came on board than I ever did before ; it is an ugly picture, but I 
will just endeavour to sketch a part of it for you. 

You know we have a Company's chaplain, and an Independent 
missionary on board ; the latter is, I believe, a thoroughly Chris- 
tian man, and Captain H. being (like several of the passengers 
besides ourselves) a I'resbyterian, insisted on his preaching every 
alternate Sunday. He reads his sermons, which are very good, 
their only fault in my opinion being, that they are not pointed and 
personal enough, and that he does not appeal suflSciently to the 
conscience of his hearers, showing them how full they are of sin, 
and urging the necessity of an entire conversion. They are as 
ino£fensive as Scriptural discourses could by any possibility be : but 
one of the oflScers on board is a High Churchman, and the Sunday 
before last (October dd), when we were obliged to have prayers in 
the cuddy, on account of the rain, both he and his wife left directly 
the service was over, and before the Missionary began his sermon. 
He afterwards made divers uncourteous speeches about ^ Metho- 
dist parsons, dsc." I wonder what he would say of the field-preach- 
ing, prayer meetings, and other canonical irregularities that must 
have gone on when ^ they that were scattered abroad went every- 
where preaching the word ?" Acts viii. 1-4. Mr. M. has begun 
a course of lectures in our cabin for all who chose to come. Many 
are the expedients to find and contrive seats ; about seventeen to 
twenty attend. 

Our meeting before dinner on Sundays fbr the women and chil- 
dren goes on well. We meet also on Thursday at the same hour, 
and the soldiers' wives come regularly, although they are all Roman 
Catholics; with children, women, and young ladies, our party 
amounts to one or two and twenty. Mr. M. also preaches in our 
cabin on Wednesdays or Thursdays. 

Four of the young ladies on board always attend our domestic 

worship, and in the evening they come to our cabin and C. reads 

aloud while we work. He has read " llokeby " and we are now 

enjoying Pollok's ** Course of Time." The Doctor and the third 

officer, Mr. G., a most gentlemanly, intelligent young nrian, always 

attend Mr. M.'s discourses, and four of the young ensigns do the 

same, more or less regularly. All this has roused the antagonistic 

principle in the senior officer on board, who lectured each of the 

1* 
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young officers for attending the preaching of a man ^ who had no 
more right to preach than his shoemaker," and said they would 
disoblige him and the Chaplain if tliey did so again. They all, 
however, declared they would not give it up, and whatever mixed 
motives may have prompted their reply, we trust they may benefit 
by coming. He then tried to persuade C. to forbid them to come, 
which of course he declined, but very courteously, so that they 
remain on good terms. Then the said oflicer scolded the soldiers' 
wives for coming to hear Captain M. (" who," said he, " being of 
the Church of Scotland, is much more against Catholics than the 
Chaplain") when they refused to attend divine service. They all 
said they were Romanists and could not do so. He threatened one 
that he would stop her porter. She said she did not mind. My 
husband paid the Chaplain a visit for the purpose of assuring him 
that nothing was farther from his intention than showing any dis- 
respect to him, and noticed his hberality in remaining to hear Mr. 
M.'s sermons. 

You cannot, without seeing them, imagine the vrials a poor 
soldier's wife has to endure. If the young Irishwouan, Mrs. A., 
had not got on board secretly, and concealed herself till we were 
out at sea, slie would have been left penniless and friendless in 
England, with no chance of over seeing her husband again. This 
occurs every time a regiment leaves England, for only a certain 
number of women, chosen by lot, may accompany it. What a 
temptation to vice, and what misery for tbem I Few of those on 
board had sufficient clothes, and none of them anything like com- 
forts for the voyage. I never knew how valuable the scraps of a 
family dinper could be to poor people, until I saw Mrs. A. make her 
dinner off part of the mutton chop which I have every day for my 
luncheon — I always give most of it to her, and often both she and 
her husband partake of it, and eat every bit, fat, skin, and all, leav- 
ing nothing but a bare bone. I wish I had some more arrow-root 
of my own to give away, for I can get plenty for myself but it 
would not be right to be charitable out of the ship stores. 

Tuesday, October 20th. — It is long since I have been able to 
write, but before I give you an account of the weather I will finish 
my picture of " Life on board." The other day a young Queen's 
oiticer became intoxicated, as he had often been before, beat and 
scratched his bride, and turned her out of tlie cabin in the night, 
to the edification of the soldiers and sailors of the watch ! One of 
the most ladylike-looking young women, a wife and mother, wanted 
Miss D. to read ** Don Juan" aloud to her, and laughed at her scru- 
ples, saying they were ^' all nonsense," and another matron gravely 
reprimanded the first, and admonished Miss D. *^ if she ever did 
read the book, never to confess having done so." 
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At family worship in the morning we examine the Romans, in 
the evoninp^, Matthew. Tlie young Irish woman takes a lesson in 
rcHfJing (iiiliy, but gets on very slowly, ex. grat, she will call ''ta- 
lent" — " Father," and her husband, C's pupil, although he reads 
much better, spells sometimes as follows : — ^** P-h-i-1 pil, i-p, ip, . 
Peter 1" He is rather an intelligent man, but his interpretation of 
some passages of Scripture shows the ignorance of the lower orders 
in England ; for he says that he knows that most agree with his 
idea, that ^ with what measure ye mete," d^c, means Uiat if a man 
has sinned, perdition will be meted out to him, so that it is of no 
use for him to try to become better. Then he thought ^ Man shall 
not live by bread alone," meant that the rich were veiy wrong not 
to supply poor people with meat^ by giving them sufficient wages 
to buy it, or otherwise. However C. nas set him right on these 
points. We have had very rough weather lately. 

Friday, October 30th. — Just as I had written ^ lately*' the ship 
rolled, and away went I and my chair, letter, and pen, as if I had 
been a ^ fleeing dragon," to the other side of the cabin, so there 
was no more writing to be done that day. 

Speaking of one of the soldiers' wives, the boatswain told my 
husband he had had his eye upon her ever since she came on board, 
and that he considered her one of the most respectable women in 
the ship ; that he had often seen her in the galley, *' where," said 
the honest man, '* those brutes of recruits, who are neither soldiers 
nor sailors, nor anything else that I know of, insult her in every 
possible way, but that she never answered a word, and made the 
best of everything." It is impossible to describe what she has suf- 
fered from the soldiers, it is really a shame to call such wretches 
by so honourable a name. 1 never saw such faces except when we 
visited Newgate, and 0. says, in all his experience he never saw 
such a collection of the very refuse of society. One of the other 
women spoke, with tears in her eyes, of the insults she had to 
endure, and the vile language she had to hear, although she is in a 
little cabin, and not, like the former, in the very midst of the horde ; 
they have a special spite at the latter because she takes up a little 
space in their over-crowded barracks. 

Imagine the state of discipline they are in when one of the young 
officers, who is very strict, is pelted, and has water thrown on him 
in the execution of his duty, and no steps taken to discover or 
punish the offenders. 

Some days ago a beautiful albatross was caught with a hook, it 
measured eleven feet six inches from wing to wing ; they let it go, 
but in the afternoon wantonly caught another, killed it, and cut off 
its head ! The officers continue shooting at the poor birds in spite 
of all that has been said to them, so I am very happy the birds are 
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deserting us. Major M. acknowledged it was very cruel and un- 
manly, but would not interfere, for they must do something. Why 
does he not make the same excuse for those who choose to hear the 

Missionary f 

I have been much struck with the excellent education one of the 
young ladies has received, without having had half the advantages 
that most girls have, for she has been a great part of her life in Van 
Diemen's Land, and I think without a governess. Her father has 
been almost her sole instructor. She is a really good French, 
Italian, and Spanish scholar, plays on the guitar, and sings sweetly, 
is one of the most lady-like young girls on board, and at the same 
time very useful and clever with her needle, and in taking care of 
her infant sister. It shows how much education depends on the 
pupil. 

It is now getting warmer, — a few days ago we could not keep 
ourselves warm even with shawls and cloaks by day or by night. 
Much warmer clothing is required on board than is usually needed 
in an English winter. One should always have things to give away, 
as arrow-root, oranges, lemon juice, &c., which are all most accept- 
able to poor people on salt rations. Old clothes, and books to lend 
are also very useful. 

Bride cake, made in small sizes and not very rich, is an excellent 
thing for a voyage, and keeps good the whole way. 

On the 27tn we saw the Island of Amsterdam ; it is 2,000 feet 
above the level of the sea, very rocky, with fine precipitous ravines 
— ^it is uninhabited. It was on this island that the ^* Lady Monro" 
was wrecked in 1833. You will find it mentioned in the ^* Church 
in the Arony,'' No. XVI. In St Paul's, which is some distance 
from it, and which we could not see, there is a lake with boiling 
springs in it, so that fish may be caught in one part of the lake 
and boiled in the other. 

Two of the young ladies on board have just announced their 
engagements. One of them is a handsome young Scotch girl of 
sixteen, but looks much older, whose mother has allowed her to 
engage herself to an ofiUcer on board, with nothing to reox>mmend 
him but great height, a red cap, and tolerable expectations, — a man 
who does nothing but smoke and lounge, and who has been under 
arrest since we came on board for intoxication.* Her cousin is 
Irish, very stout, and rather good-looking. A civilian on board, a 
widower with four or five children, proposed to her after finding 
another ^ lady was bespoken,'' and was accepted. They are to be 

* They wore maiTied, and, before she was eighteen, she was deserted l>y 
her worthless husband, and oouii)elled to return to her parents with her 
infant child. 
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married a week after tHeir arrival in Calcutta. She wept a good 
deal the first day, but now seems content, and says, ** she is an 
orphan and has no home, and this would be one, " ^c, and so they 
are to be wedded without any pretence of love on either side — lie 
wanted a wife, and she a home. He is very well off, and came 
provided with rings and other presents, so determined was he to 
marry. 

The state of the clothes which have come out of the hold is 
lamentable. Silk comes out as wet as if it had been held over the 
steam of a boiler, but luckily not spotted. 

We have rushed into hot weather with wonderful rapidity, and 
nothing can be less like the dreary montli of November. 

Sunday, the 1st instant, we again had prayers on deck. I wore 
winter clothes, and a wadded velvet scarf — nothing more in the 
way of wrapping, for it was getting mild ; the Thursday after, I was 
overpowered with heat in a thin muslin dress. 

Tuesday, November 10th. — We had a dreadful alarm on Sunday 
morning I Poor Captain B. has been getting as mad as ever, since 
the warm weather began ; but in spite of his evident insanity, no 
precaution was taken by the inilitary surgeon in charge, beyond 
placing a soldier outside his cabin to watch him through the 
Venetian blinds ; and he was suffered to lock himself in and barri- 
cade his door inside. On Saturday wo were speaking on the 
subject, prognosticating some fcaiful deed if the precautions that 
common sense dictated were not taken. The officers used to divert 
themselves by going into Uie poor man's cabin and laughing at the 
strange things he said, especially at his religious fits, for he is con- 
stant^ praying and reading his Bible, and thinks he sees visions. 
I was reading in my cabin, R. was doing something at the stern- 
ports, when we heard a voice close to us from the water ; she 
paused and listened, and then clasping her hands, with a face of 
agony cried, ^ Oh, Ma'am, poor Captain B.l" 1 was on deck in an 
instant Every one, soldiers and all, were crowding aft He was 
already almost out of sight. Mr. Boulton with great presence of 
mind, on first hearing the splash, and the voice crying, *' Good 
bye, 1 shall be back again soon I" immediately cut loose the life- 
buoy. Two boats were lowered directly, but it seemed as if they 
would never give way. A man was sent to the mizen mast to 
keep his eye on him, and at C.'s suggestion a telescope was sent 
up to him. I never shall forget the horror of the suspense ; there 
was no time for thought, nothing but the horrid idea that a fellow- 
creature had plunged into the fathomless ocean. The kind Doctor 
came and assured me he thought he would be saved, as he was an 
* excellent swimmer. I thought this would be some comfort to the 



14 AN OCEAN OF GLASS. 

Other ladies, so I went below and found a eabin full of tbem ; every 
face on board, roan and woman alike, was paler than usual. The 
ship was put about, and soon we were told that the boats were very 
near him. As the position of the ship changed, we flew from one 
cabin to another to get a view of the boats. Mr. Oonsitt, the chief 
officer, came up to him first — he had got hold of the life-buoy, but 
would not come into the boat until Mr. Oonsitt frightened him by 
an allusion to a shark. When liu cuiiio near the ship, Jio iii^uiii 
tried to throw himself over, so that they were obliged to tie aim 
down, when ho began throwing like a cock and imitating a cuckoo. 
It was with much difficulty they got him into his cabin, and ho 
was so violent that he nearly felled tlie Doctor with a blow of his 
fist. Two soldiers were put in with him, and he made them kneel 
and pray with him — I think praise to God must have risen from 
every heart for his rescue. We heard afterwards, that he had 
fancied he had seen corn-fields and gardens, and beautiful trees and 
flowers, in the distance (of all fancies the most natuial on board 
ship), and wanted to get to them. In passing by the ship, he 
caught a glimpse of Captain H., and waved his hand to him as he 
swam away. Good I)r. W., calm and cautious as our dear 
countrymen usually are, was so transported with indignation at 
the shameful negligence displayed, that he exclaimed, ** If that poor 
man is drowned, his blood will be on tlie heads of those that have 
had the charge of him." The scene in the next cabin to ours was 
a strange one ; one lady stood sobbing, another exclaiming ; one of 
the ayahs weeping as in duty bound, and another crying, *' Oh, 
Ma'am, poor dear fine gentleman I*' 

There was no time to have the awning rigged for church on 
deck, so that we had prayers without sennon in the cuddy ; and 
neither then nor in the evening did the chaplain insert the slightest 
notice of the mercy which had been just vouchsafed. 

Mr. M., in his prayer in the afternoon meeting, thanked God for 
the preservation of one of our number from a watery grave, prayed 
for his restoration to health of body and serenity of mind, and, 
above all, for his eternal salvation. 

Wednesday, November 11th, 1846. — Since yesterday morning, 
the sea has been like an ocean of glass : except for the smallest 
possible heaving, it is like a smiling, imperturbably good-tempered 
woman, whom nothing disturbs, and whom there is no getting on 
with ; but of the two, the sea is the least trying to my patience. 

They caufi^ht a booby a few days ago, but let it fly again ; it is 
a stupid bird, that sufiers itself to be caught, without even the pre- 
liminary of putting salt on its tail. 

We have been reading our neighbours' books, to save our own 
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for future consumption. I must send you a passage from *' Cham- 
bers* Cyclopedia of Literature ;** it is by Bellenden, a Scottish 
historian of James V/s time, who, in comparing ''the new manirs 
and the auld of the Scottis,** says of " our eldaris,'' — "They disjunit 
airly in the morning with small refection, and sustenit tnair liffis 
thairwith quhil the time of sowper, throw quhilk thair stamok was 
never surfeitly changit to empeche thaim of uther besiniss. . • • All 
drinkeitis, glutonis, and consumers of vi talis mair nor was necessar 
to the sustentation of men, war tane and first commandit to swelly 
thair fowth (fill) of what drink they plesit, and incontinent thair- 
aflber, weir drownit in ane fresche river l** Were not these virtuous 
old days f 

Mr. M. has lent us several volumes of ^ The American Biblical 
Repository,'' the best theological review I have ever seen. It is 
full of instructive and interesting articles, and is written in an 
excellent catholic spirit, worthy of the patronage of the Evangelical 
Alliance. I was amused at a quotation from old Camden, in a 
paper on Anglo-Saxon Literature. He says of lanmia^: "The 
Italian is pleasant, but without sinews, as a still neeting water. 
The French delicate, but even nice as a woman, scarce daring to 
open her lips for fear of marring her countenance. The Spanish 
majestical, but fulsome and running too much on the O, and 
terrible like the devil in a play. The Dutch manlike, but withal 
very harsh, as one ready to pick a quarrel at any word" 1 — ^And 
then tlie conceited old writer concludes, that "tlie English, like 
bees, gather the honey of their good qualities, and leave the dregs 
to themselves !" 

It is so hot I make a partition in the cabin and let the ladies 
daily come in to enjoy my shower-bath. This is really a beauti- 
fully built ship. We have passed every one we have seen : she is 
wonderfully steady, though very long ; she only wants more ballast 
to keep her from leaning over so much, for at present she is like 
a cork on the water. We have now and then a catspaw (which 
C. explained to me to be a sea zephyr), but no wind. However, 
after such a beautiful voyage as we have hitherto had, it would be 
most ungrateful to complain. 

Tuesday, November l7tli, .10** 40' N. latitude.— -Ever since I 
wrote hunt wo have had very little wind, and excessive heat, and 
instead of boautiful runs of 220 and 250 miles, we have only made 
from 40 to 70 daily. To-day we have a little breeze, more 
welcome than can be described. Two events ; killed a centipe<le 
in our cabin ; it was about two inches and a half long, very Uke a 
caterpillar, only with feet like claws. A shark was also caught, 
the water was so still and transparent tliat I saw him quite plainly 
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rushing about and seizing the bait. I could not have imagined so 
powerful and boisterous a fish ; he was only about eight feet long, 
but with immense fins, and rushed on his prey with amazing 
bustle and voraciousness. They hauled him up, and for some time 
he hung close to one of the stern windows, where we saw him 
perfectly ; he was brown on the back, and white underneath. I 
saw quite down his throat, which was all white ; his teeth in rows 
lying flat ; his mouth was quite big enough to have snapped off 
one's head. They let him into the water a^ain and towed him 
round to the starboard side. I went on deck to see him hauled 
up, but it was ill managed ; the shark gave a violent jerk, broke 
loose (although the hook had gone quite through the upper jaw, 
or at least through the cartilage), and we soon saw him tumbling 
about in a terrible rafi^. If you wish to see 150 men in one 
unanimous pout, you should have been on deck then ; the very 
Captain was so annoyed that he passed me with downcast looks 
and without shaking hands. 

We have lovely sunsets and sun-risings. The dawn yesterday 
surpassed any I ever saw, and almost every evening the sky is 
adorned with huge tracts of the richest amber, and others of the 
most glorious crimson hues, with light clouds above of the most 
brilliant rose colour. Sometimes near the sun there is even a 
greenish tinge. Remark this fact, for artists generally say there 
is no green in the sky, but I have observed it repeatedly. Two 
days ago there was a beautiful appearance at sunrise, a white cloud 
hung down like a curtain, in front of it floated a darker one with 
bright edges, like a huge fish, while far behind and around both, 
stretched, as it were, an ocean of transparent ether in which they 
floated, it was like clear water in the sky. The sky at night is 
most lovely. I only saw the Southern Cross once, we have now 
lost sight of it I never saw the new moon with an old moon in 
her arms so clearly as some time ago. The whole orb was distinctly 
visible. Arnot (whose ^* Elements of Physics'' I have been reading) 
says tliat it is tlie light reflected from the illuminated side of the 
earth, which renders the shady side of tlie moon thus partially 
visible. 

We have made ninety-two miles to-day in the right direction, 
so that we may hope to be in Calcutta early next week. Mr. M., 
the missionary, told us a very interesting story of an Afghan who 
fell sick and was robbed on his way to sell figs and grapes in 
Calcutta. He sought assistance from his co-religionists, who 
recommended him to apply to the Mirz&pur Mission. He did so, 
was kindly treated, recovured his health, and showed a daily 
increasing interest in the gospel, which at last ripeutid, so lar as 
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human judgment could ascertain, into a joyful reception of it He 
was baptized and gave tlie greatest satisfaction to the missionaries, 
until ho could no lonmsr repress his desire to make known the 
glad tidings of salvation to his own kinsfolk. lie started for 
A%hanistan, but died on his journey. Much as one regrets that 
he was not permitted to preach the gospel in his own country, it 
is a joyful thought that at least one Afghan is safe within the city 
which hath foundations whose builder or maker is God. 

Monday, November 23rd, 1846. — Bay of Bengal, seventy-seven 
miles from the Sand Heads. The weather contmues exceedingly 
warm. We were in hopes we should have g^t the pilot on Satur- 
day ; but the wind is right ahead of us, and we have to tack, etc., 
and are so far come down from our former ambitious hopes, that 
we are very glad if we make forty-five to seventy miles of latitude 
in the twenty-four hours. This, however, was to be expected at 
this season. From England to crossing the line the second time 
we made an average of 181 miles daily. We have had beautiful 
weather, very little rain ; and I think nothing can surpass the 
deliciousness of a tropical evening on board ship, when there is 
plenty of air: the breeze is at once so mild and so refreshing. 
Almost every one has improved in health during the voyage. The 
food, which at first seemed very bad, has been yerj good since we 
became stronger and not so dainty. Now, alas 1 our two cows 
are both sick, so there was no milk at all this morning. I have 
just break&sted on lime-juice and water and bread and jam ; no 
great hardship, you will say. 

We have lately seen some of the luminous creatures which 
abound in tropical seas. Sitting in my cabin, in the dark, the 
other niffht, the dark blue sea, with the living stars flashing forth 
their brilliant light in the wake of the ship, formed an exact 
counterpart to the starry firmament above. The sunrise on 
Sunday was most lovely ; no description can convey an idea of the 
brilliant rose-colour flames which illuminated the sky. 

Wednesday, November 25th. — Yesterday morning, on rising, 
we found the sea green, instead of the deep, dark, beautiful blue it 
has hitherto appeared. This is a sign that we are really approach- 
ing land. The time has passed very quickly of late ; and if it 
were not for our anxiety for letters, I should be in no great baste 
to arrive. For the sake of several on board I shall rejoice : two of 
the most amiable and lady-like girls have been making geese of 
themselves, by associating with others, whose society is anything 
but beneficial. I do not think a girl can be put to a severer trial 
of character and taste than by being sent on a voyage to India : I 
only trust our children will never be exposed to it I never knew 
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before how much the best-inclined girU required guidance, or what 
erron they unavoidably fail into from their ignorance of the world, 
when deprived of a mother's care. 

On Monday Mr. Comiitt, the chief officer, told us some very inter- 
esting stories. When lie was about eighteen, ho went out to Mon- 
treal as second mate, in a vessel of 360 tons. The whole ship's 
company, with the exception of the captain, the carpenter, hiinsulf, 
and one of the men, were carrieil off by the cholera morbus ; they 
were, therefore, obliged to make up a crew as best they could, and 
such a set were seldom seen. Only two or three could steer ; most 
of them were mere landsmen ; the majority Irish, and of very dis- 
reputable appearance. Mr. Gonsitt was now chief mate ; and he 
and the captain had to take watch about They had great trouble 
with the men, particularly with an Irishman named Dennis, who 
constantly pretended to be sick when he was not. The captain 
kept him on deck for two or three days, and made him work, which 
of course displeased him very much. The vessel was laden with 
timber up to the top of the bulwarks, so that there was no railing 
or other nrotection against falling overboard. Tliey were ofi* the 
coast of r^owfoundland, the weather very stormy, and the crew 
very ineilloient: one very dark night Mr. Gonsitt had the firbt 
watch, from eight to twelve, when a man came all and said Dennis 
was sitting in the chains drinking salt water ; they had been on 
short allowance for several days. Mr. Gonsitt went forward, and 
asked him what he was doing : the man said ** Nothing," came 
aft, and leant against the shrouds. He was dressed merely in his 
shirt and trousei^s, and stood with his right hand concealed in his 
bosom. Mr. Gonsitt asked him what he wanted ; he said, ** To see 
Uie captain.** Mr. Gonsitt answered, ^ Well, it is now half past 
eleven, he will be up at twelve," — and as he turned away, this 
huge ruffian seised him by the collar, and stabbed him tlirice with 
a large carving-knife ; one blow went through his arm, another split 
one of the buttons of his pea-coat, and broke against liis breast- 
bone. The man hurled the hail at Mr. Guusitt's head, and joining 
his hands over his head, plunged into the sea. llie only boat was 
hanging between the masts for safety, the night was dark, the wind 
was high, and not even an attempt could be made to save the 
wretched man. No clue to his former circumstances was found in 
his chest If instead of stabbing, he had endeavoured to throw the 

Cig officer overboard, the destruction of the latter would have 
mevitable. 
Mr. Gonsitt also told us, that the last attack known of pirates 
upon a vessel of any siio, was about ten years ago, when **' The 
Morning Star,*' of about 300 tons, waa within two days' sail of St 
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Helena. A pirate brig hove in sight: the captain of the vessel 
was for resisting, but a Major, in command of fifty invalids on 
board, refused, and recommended submission. The captain and 
one of his officers, who went on board the pirate, were sent down 
below and cut to pieces. The mate of the pirate brig came on 
board ** the Morning Star," with some of his vile crew ; put the pas- 
sengers under the hatches, which they fastened down by placing 
casks upon them, ransacked and plundered everything, and forced 
the servants to wait on them witli wine and food in the cuddy, 
where also they kept five or six ladies who were on board. At last 
they scuttled the ship and left her. The ladies, whose hands were 
tied, managed to get them free, and released the passengers and 
crew, who found out the leak, plugged it, and bore away for Ascen- 
sion. Some years after, tlie pirate captain, who was a Spaniard, 
was hung at Gibraltar, and confessed that he had given orders to his 
mate to murder every person on board, and such was his indigna- 
tion at finding that the ship had only been scuttled, that he had 
returned to the spot to complete the work of blood, but fortunately 
^ the Morning Star" was already out of sight 

I must mention one thing which truly has no connexion with the 
foregoing. It is the quantity of wine most of the ladies drink. 
One young bride of twenty takes pure brandy in large quantities, 
and even well-behaved, lady-like young girls take more wine than 0. 
does. A glass at lunch, two or three at dinner, with beer, and a 
glass of negus at night, is scandalous, yet this seems to be a general 
practice on board passenger-ships ; but surely this habit must have 
been begun at home. I no longer wonder at foreigners reproach- 
ing us with it. It strikes me more now from seeing the temper- 
ance of the Germans. 

We are now very near Calcutta. On Tuesday, as we were at 
dinner, we heard that a steamer was in sight, and had offered to 
take us in tow. You cannot imagine the excitement — she came 
rushing towards us, and never did I feel such admiration for her 
self-propelling power, as when I saw her moving freely towards t^, 
who were the slaves of a contrary wind. She was the ^ Dwarka- 
nath." Some natives were on deck ; at first I almost took them 
for wooden figures, so immovable were they, and so thin. Every 
one crowded to the bulwarks, solemn silence prevailed while the 
captain roared questions through his trumpet ** All quiet ;" ** the 
Governor-general in the Upper Provinces." These were our first 
bits of news, for which we listened as for the notes of a nightin- 
gale ; then a man brought some papers with nothing in them, and 
soon after, amid immense bustle, the *' Dwarkan4th" took us in 
tow. We felt ourselves once more members of society, and inha- 
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bitants of the world. Such a sunset I so gorgeously magnificent, 
came to add to our pleasure. About nine o'clock we got the pilot, 
ninety-four days since our English one left us — an excellent pas- 
sage for the season. The pilot is not a rough tarry creature, as I 
expected, but a gentleman, with very pleasing manners. We 
crowded round him to hear the news ; there was not much. Wo 
have been talking of little cUo but " tlio pilot** for the Uiai week. 

Thursday, November 26th. — On getting up yesterday morning, 
we were in the Hughli, near Sdgar Island ; my first address on 
seeing it was, — "You dirty, ugly, sluggish thing'* — the water 
drawn from it was so muddy that it was impossible to bathe in it. 
A boat came alongside with ghostly figures robed in white ; to my 
great satisfaction it remained under our windows, and I made a 
sketch of it, which I mean to send home. Other boats soon came 
with plantains ; R. bought some, and I thought them very good, 
though I was told they were very bad ones. We had eggs for 
breakfast — I ate a mouthful, drew a figure, ate a little more, and 
could settle to nothing. 

In the middle of the day we came to Eedg6ri, where the first 
post-office is. A D4k boat put off and brougbt letters for several 
of us ; a most affectionate line from Julia 0. for us. One lady was 
joyful, her husband had got an excellent appointment, and was to 
be in Calcutta in a fortnight, and she is spared a long journey by 
herself to Kashmere. Another, who cannot care much tor her hus- 
band, went into hysterics at hearing he was well. Several shed a 
few tears at receiving no letter, though they could not expect one. 
Towards evening, the river grew narrower, and we inhaled the 
delightful smell of land. No perfume can equal it : it has been 
cooler the last few days, the thermometer about 77^. I was much 
amused by seeing the boatmen eat ; they wash their heads, their 
teeth, their bodies, their arms and legs most diligently, then each 
man sits down to a huge metal dish of coarse rice ; then they 
washed, washed, washed again, then some of them ate more rice, 
and then began again to wash ; they are very slender, but well 
made, and their attitudes most picturesque. They wear a long cloth 
wrapped round the body, somewhat like a pair of drawers, and 
when cold a large chaddali, or sheet, which they usually draw over 
the head ; it is just like the Roman toga, and makes beautiful 
drapery. Some of the men wear their hair a la Ohinoise, knotted 
up like a woman's ; the others, shaggy-wise and short 

A lad came on board in the evening with some fish ; he was 
thirteen, very slender, and, like the rest, seemingly very poor ; their 
garments are coarse cloth of whity-brown hue. He asked us for — 
what do you think t — a pack of cards to play with ; which we had 
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dot. So C. gave him a Bbilling instead, which he said he would 
give to his mother. Mr. M. brought nie a mango fish and a prawn 
to see. Tlie former is sucli a dchcacy, that an epicure of by-gone 
days pronounced it worth coming to India for : it is about eight 
inches long, with a beard longer than himself; the prawn was nearly 
as big, beautiful to behold, but terrible to eat, for they feed on the 
bodies washed down the rivers. It was a beautiful chrysoprad 
green, semi-transparent The shores are quite flat, just like Hol- 
land. As we came nearer, I was struck with the untbreign appear- 
ance of the scenery ; there was nothing to distinguish it from .the 
banks of the Thames, save the absence of houses (all of which are 
here hidden amongst the trees), and a few palms, which, at a dis- 
tance, formed no prominent feature of the landscape ; but then the 
sunset recalled one to the tropics. The sun went down like a burn- 
ing ruby ; you may imagine how glorious the red light was, when 
I tell you my attention was drawn to it by seeing a mahogany door 
of a beautiful crimson. The evening would have been perfect had 
not the chief officer, incited by nautical vanity, nearly poisoned us 
by painting the ship. 

We hope to be in to-day about four p.m . J forgot to tell you 
that we anchored both last night and the night before on account 
of the tide ; we got up about five miles beyond Diamond Harbour 
last night Had it not been for so opportunely falling in with the 
steamer when we did, we could not have arrived before Friday. 
My servant is packing up with great joy. 

The other day C. asked an old quarter-master if any of the men 
wanted Bibles ; four gave their names, and added at the end of the 
list, ** We shall tliink it very kind of you ;" and when G, gave one 
some tracts he said, " Ah, many people think, sir, that sailoi-s never 
think of these things, but that is not the case.*' We finished 
Romans last night 
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Friday, Novbmdbr 27th. — A happy woman am I to be here in 
Oalcutta, and to have had Buch good accounts of those so unspeak- 
ably dear to me. No one can tell how I longed to hear of you, 
and how I long that you should know what we are doing. We 
dined yesterday at two o'clock, and immediately after wont on deck: 
the nearer we approached Calcutta the prettier the shores became, 
from being studded with numerous European houses and gardens, 
the former mu(;h handsomer than I expected, and mostly two sto- 
ries high. Suddenly the anchor was let go; every one asked 
'*Whyt** with disappointment in their looks — the simple reason 
was we were arrived I The scene was pretty ; numerous ships at 
anchor around us, and curious boats of various kinds ; some gen- 
tlemen were seen approaching, with bearers holding umbrellas over 
their heads, coming for the ladies on board ; — imagine the bustle. 
We wont on shure m u boliah, u kind of irondola, only larger, and 
rowed in the ordinary way. G. exhorted the men to pull by crying 
** Shabash," ** Bravo," etc., to which they responded by a simulta- 
neous shout of quite dramatic effect. We were carried over the 
mud on a wooden seat, and found the Camerons' carriage waiting 
for us. Two of the ladies and I, with two birdcages and L.'s pic- 
ture (which, a few minutes before, had been in the arms of a dirty 
oooly 1) wore packed into the chariot, and despatched to Mr. IVs at 
Alipur. 

while waiting on the shore the scene was most picturesque. It 
was a lovely moonlight, so still and silent that, as the white-robed 
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graceful figures marched slowly past, it appeared like a scene in a 
drama. We drove over a fine suspension bridge and along the 
course, passed a native village, wliicii, in the uncertain light, looked 
like a fair, and arrived at a noble house in the midst (»f a small 
park. I was astonished at the size and beauty of the houses. 
After depositing Miss D. at Col. Forbes's, a fine old gentleman, 
who came out and pressed me most hospitably to stay to dinner, 
though he had never seen me before, I arrived at the C.'s and met 
a warm welcome from Julia. I was amused with my drive ; the 
carriage was an English-like chariot, with a roof above the real 
one, projecting half a foot on every side, and with a large open 
window at the back as well as in the front ; it looked very droll to 
see a coachman with a little turban. I just looked at the letters to 
see that you were all well, and then went to dinner. Mr. C. is 
small and slight, with a very intellectual and young face, and 
bright eye, with long snow-white hair combed backwards ; I like 
him much, and felt at home directly. The iced water and 
delicious fine white bread were luxuries to us ; and it was pleasantly 
cool, even with a silk dress on. 

The servants who wait at table are always Muhammadans; 
they were dressed wholly in white, with white and crimson turbans 
— very picturesque. The people here have nothing of the heavy 
sauntering motions of the negro ; all their movements are remark- 
ably free, unconstrained and graceful. Six servants waited at 
table, besides which, a bearer, clothed in crimson, and an ayah, sat on 
the floor in a corner amusing little Ewen, who is nearly three 
years old, by setting up his toys for him. The rooms are very 
lofty (about twenty feet high, handsomely furnished) ; but the 
rafters are all seen, which, although they are painted green, gives 
an unfinished look to the interior. Very spacious verandahs sur- 
round the houses : the beds stand in the middle of the room with 
a Phanka over them. 

Lord Hardinge has written to oflfer C. the command of one of 
the four Sikh regiments to be raised on the Satlej (pay about 800 
rupees a month), if he thought it worth his acceptance. C. 
immediately decided on taking it, and as this appointment has 
tlius been put into our hands by a bounteous Heavenly Father, 
without any exertion on our part (beyond forwarding the letters 
of introduction), it seems all the more clearly His will that we 
should go, and my heart rose with thankfulness to Him for His 
innumerable mercies. 

0. was sitting in the verandah with Mr. C. and another friend. 
A man came and made sal^m : C. said, ** How are you t Have 
you a place ?" " No !" **Then go up and brush my clothes.'* 
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The two gentlemen stared at each other, until he explained that 
this was his old sirddr bearer or (chief bearer) Bonamdli, who was 
with him in captivity, and whom he bribed an Afghan to send to 
Jelalabad, instead of which they made him eat beef and lose 
caste. 

It is odd to feel dumb. This morning I put my head out of 
the door, and two graceful, bearded, grave Muhammadans came 
and made sal&m to me: I said *' Rivers:'' they made another 
sal&m. ** Rivers," said I again, and they sal&med once, till at last 
I cried *' Ayah," when they nodded their heads intelligently and 
departed. In every room were are three or four people — two at 
least on each landing. J. has sixty servants in all : she has four 
or five European women in the house, who seem 'to help each 
other in doing nothing. 

On Saturday I drove with her and the children on the course 
and through the fort: the former is the fashionable drive along 
the river, and was crowded with carriages, — some very handsome, 
some odd Palanquin-carriages, hackanes drawn by small oxen, 
buggies and many equestrians. The native ^ooms often run by 
the side of the carriages. All visits are paid before two, after 
which no one comes, as it is too hot. 

On Sunday we went to the Free Kirk ; the service began at ten 
o'clock. It was very cool and pleasant, and the room reminded 
me of Mr. Lovett's Chapel at Paris : Dr. Duff preached; 0. went 
into the vestry after service, and Dr. Duff asked us both to break- 
fast with him on Tuesday, at. half-past eight. In the evening, at 
seven, we heard a younger minister. A child was baptized. The 
service is so simple and so scriptural, Priscilla and Aquilla might 
have brought their first-born, and Paul might have received him 
into the visible church of the faithful without a change. 

Yesterday, C. and I took Mrs. D. and Miss M. a drive to Garden 
Reach, about three miles from Calcutta. Wo passed through a 
native viUac^e. It is dark here by six o'clock, the moon high by 
half-past SIX, and I cannot tell you how picturesque the huts 
appeared peeping from among the trees, with sheds before them 
full of grain, fruit, d^c, for sale, with several lights in each, and 
the groups of the white-robed natives seated or strolling about 

This morning we had a delightful drive to the Baitakh&nd, 
whore Dr. Duff lives. It was tlirough the native part of the town ; 
and so picturesque are the people, so beautiful their forms, so free 
and graceful in action, and so remarkably still when in repose, that 
it was like seeing a succession of pictures, or a gallery of antique 
bronze statues. Their faces are often very fine, and one is not at 
all struck with their scanty clothing. They give one more the idea 
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of inodesij in dress than half the young ladies you see at Court, 
or in full costume ; I think this arises from the mtention being in 
the one case to hide the figure, in the other to display it. 

Whenever a cArringo drives up to a house the gnto-koopor gives 
as many strokes on the gong as there are persons within. Dr. 
Duff met us at the door in the most kind manner, and we were 
equally pleased with his wife. The rooms have as many doors in 
them as possible for coolness, and the one we breakfasted in was 
on the ground floor, the walls quite bare, the room matted, and 
rather dark, with no windows whatever, but two great doors open- 
ing into the porch, very cool and pleasant. We sang the last 
three verses of the 43rd Psalm, read a portion of Scripture, and 
then Dr. Duff prayed. He gave me the "Life of Mahendra," and 
that of "Koilas," and to C. his own "Lectures on the Free Kirk." 
He is a much youn^r man than I expected, but seems in delicate 
health, and draws nis breath every now and then, as if his chest 
were weak. In speaking of children, he said he thought the 
prayers and correspondence of the parents, great means of con- 
version. The school which was formerly Mrs. Wilson's is now 
much fallen off, both in numbers and efficiency, but the Free Kirk 
has an Orphan School of its own for girls, under the superintend- 
ence of Miss Laing, which we are te see. Dr. Duff has asked us 
to breakfast with him again on Saturday, to accompany him to the 
College, and to bring Captain and Mrs. Uonniug and Dr. Welsh 
with us. 

Thursday, December 3rd. — ^I have just ordered two pair of shoes 
from a Chinaman with a long tail. Our two bearers come in as 
soon as I am ready in the morning, to make the bed — such a bed 1 
it makes one ache all over ; it is only one mattrass, as hard as a 
board, and this thoy say is wholesome. In the evening the bearers 
come in again to prepare the bed, and put on the musquito- curtains, 
and then, with equal gravity, put on Dicky's over his cage — with- 
out one he would be killed by the musquitoes. It is a very odious 
custom to have man-servants for ladies' apartments. I sent the 
other day for a tin-wallah (I think " wallah" must signify man or 
fellow) to open my case of dresses — one of the bearers came in to 
help him ; the latter inserted the point of a chisel, with a huge homl, 
under the lid ; the tin-wallah struck it with a queer-looking 
hammer, each man using only one hand. The natives are very 
quick observers of manner, and are very sociable and frank (though 
perfectly respectful) to those who, like C, they know will take it 
kindly. On going to dine with Maria J. las.t night, we had three 
men behind the carriage, and one on the box beside the coachman, 
the superfluous ones came because they liked the drive. It is a 

2 
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most picturesque tiding to go through the native streets at night 
and to see the rows of sheds, like out-houscs of the most pitiful 
kind in England, and in each of them lights, with a group of men 
hard at work at their respective trades. I never enjoyed driving 
ahout any place so much as this. Some of the better dwellin<|;s 
remind one very much of those at Pompeii, for they have no light 
except from the door, and excessively small. Doubtless the habits 
of the people were very similar. It is eurious to see the spurrows 
flying about the drawing-room ; they build on the cornices, and 
their twittering is very cheerful ; they did so of old in the Temple, 
see Psalms Ixxxiv, 8 ; and when I see them flying in and out, I 
can understand how David must have envied them their familiarity 
with that holy place, fi;om which he was exiled. 

Tuesday, December 8th. — ^I have been longing to tell you about 
our visit to the Free Chureh College, on Saturday. Dr. Welsh 
accompanied us to Dr. DufiPs, where we breakfasted, and imme- 
diately afterwards Dr. Duff* and I, in a close carriage, and C. and 
Dr. Welsh in a buggy, drove to the institution. Our road led 
through the native town, the varied groups in which aflbrded me 
as much pleasure as usual. Mrs. Dufl' is a very attractive person, 
seemingly a most flt helpmeet for him. Dr. Dufl* is not much 
like that print at Nesbit's — the nose there is too short, and the 
face too broad. He is a man in the prime of life, but apparently 
far from strong ; the sharp blade is wearing through its earthly 
sheath. The institution is situated in the best part of Native 
Town, and was formerly the house of some great personage. We 
found numbers of pupils waiting for the bell, which rings at ten 
o'clock, and were inti'oduced to Mr. Ewart in the library ; a fine, 
tall, clerical-looking man, with a very mild, calm face. Cap- 
tain Henning joined us, and Dr. DuS* then led me into a long gallery 
with windows closed by Venetian blinds on each side. Here one 
of the missionaries oflerod up prayer. About 200 of the ehler 
pupils voluntarily attend; they were all dressed most simply, 
like the majority of natives here, in white ; thoir hair short, like 
English boys, with no mark of caste, and many of them with shoes. 
I never saw more steadfast and apparently devout attention. Re- 
member these are heathen youths, attending by choice on Chris- 
tian worship. Out of 1000 pupils only about twelve are professed 
Christians. Dr. Duff then U^ok us round the building, which is 
very spacious, so that each class has plenty of room. 

The first class we heard examined had been in the institution 
about a year. To my surprise their teacher ^one of the senior 
pupils, each of whom teaches a class for one liour daily) asked 
them in English, " Who was the first man f " — " Adam," was the 
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answer, shouted by half a hundred young voices. " Who was tho 
first woman ?"— " Eve," cried tliey. " Who made them ?"— " God," 
answered they. " In what state wore thoy — how did tlioy lose 
that state ?" were tho next questions. Dr. JJuff' explained to theiu 
in English the deceit of the serpent, spoke of lying, asked them if 
they did not often hear lies ; to all of which they answered perfectly 
well, just as well-taught children at homo would do. But what 
struck me most was the eagerness and animation with which they 
answered ; the intelligence and mirth which sparkled in their eyes 
whenever anything amused them, and the pleasure with which 
they listened to what was said. I never saw a teacher on such 
delightful terms with his pupils. 

When Dr. Duff spoke to the boys, he was answered by them ex- 
actly as a beloved parent. The next class were of the same stand- 
ing, and were taking a lesson from a leanied Pandit in Bengali. 
We then descended to what was formerly the domestic temple, a 
beautiful hall, with arches opening into the court round which the 
house is built. Here the two youngest classes were learning — they 
teach them as follows : — The monitor puts an O on the stand, iind 
tells them that letter is called O, they all repeat it. He then puts 
up an X, tells them its name, and then teaches them that tlicso 
two letters form the English name of an ox. Ue makes them 
describe the ox, and tells them the English word for evciy part of 
it This he did before us, asking tliem in Bengali what has an ox 
on his head, they cried, horns, ears, eyes, and mouth, <kc. in Eng- 
lish. He cross-questioned them about it. "What are its feet for ?" 
"To walk" shouted they. — "Why, then, does not this (pointing to 
the stand) walk ?" — " Because it has got no life," was their answer. 
Some of the children were very pretty. All have the most beau- 
tiful large diamond-like expressive black eyes imaginable. The 
next class above tliis have a book given them, and seeing the same 
words they have already learnt, find they have begun to read. 
They learnt short phrases, and are questioned on each. " Chalk 
is white." "What is white?" "Chalk." "What is chalk?" 
" White." All in English. In every lesson, and at every stage, 
they are questioned and cross-questioned in every possible inauner 
which the ingenuity of the teacher can devise, whereas in the na- 
tive schools they are merely crammed with so many words l»y 
heart, and no pretence is ever made by teaching them the meaning. 
As each monitor is only employed in teaching one hour in tho 
day, his energies are all fresh, and I never saw any school wliero 
there was so much life and spirit displayed both by the teacher 
and the taught. Every one was alive, awake, eager, happy, and 
intelligent ; certainly they are a most quick-witted, intelligent race ; 
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they understand a word or a sign in a moment, and prick up their 
ears at everything that is going on. 

The next class we stopped at was composed of elder boys, — they 
were reading an English history of Bengal ; Dr. Duff questioned 
them on it, and then led them to consider the origin of the diver- 
sity of language in the world. They could not answer him at first, 
but when lie broke up his questions into smaller ones, thuy replied 
rightly. When they can undersUmd English tliey are instructed 
exactly as Christian boys would be. An hour each day is devoted 
to the Bible or to the Evidences ; their very earliest books contain 
Christian instruction, and those in the College department learn 
the shorter Catechism, the Confession of Faith, and read such 
books as "Homes' Evidences," "Mundy's Christianity and Hin- 
duism Contrasted," and "Erskine's Internal Evidences." Dr. Duflf 
loses no opportunity of bringing eoery subject to bear on the one 
thing needful. In this instance he asked them what "Puja" was? 
they replied " Worship offered to different gods"— one said in a 
loud voice, " to false gods." " Did they know any commandment 
forbidding that ?" They quoted the fii-st and second. " Was it 
lawful to do so ?" They answered " No ;" and one cried, " it is 
dishonouring God." Dr. Duff asked them who several of their 
gods were ? and how they were represented ? " The God of War 
is represented riding upon a pig." " A pig 1 — that is a veiy war- 
like animal," said Dr. Duff right merrily, whereupon there wjih 
such a display of white teeth, and such mirthful looks, as showed 
they had wonderfully small respect for the warlike deity. He then 
made them describe Durga, the consort of Siva and Goddess of 
Destruction. "A very sweet and merciful goddess was she not?" 
This they denied laughingly, and told how she had a dozen arms 
to slay men with, and a necklace of sculls, and a girdle of hands 
and feet; in face quite black, and her tongue hanging out the 
length of a span 1 Then he asked them the name of the Gover- 
nor-General, the name of the Queen, whose deputy he was, and 
inquired what they would expect him to feel if some of his subjects, 
instead of going to make sallm to him, were to go down to the 
river side, take some clay, make it up into any shape they pleased, 
and then sal.im to it ; would he not be much displeased, and look 
on it as an insult that they should consider it better to pay respect 
to this clay than to himself ? And so it is with the Most High God. 
I can only give you a very imperfect account of all Dr. Duff 
said. 

We then returned to the chief lecture-room, where one of the 
younger classes received a lesson on Natural History, repeated 
some texts and hymns, among them that beautiful one, " Oh 1 that 
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will be joyful, joyful, joyful !" Was not this enough to stir the 
very depths of one's heart! An elder class was then examined in 
geography, and a still more advanced one, in the use of the globes. 
The teacher of the latter is a regular master in the institution, and 
was one of the first pupils when it was opened fifteen years ago. 
Ilis name is Isha Chandra De. He asked them, among other 
things, how they could prove the earth was fattened at the poles ? 
The answer was by the increased velocity of the pendulum, and 
they explained this step by step. They use Keith on the globes, 
and stated the names of the planets, and the distance of several of 
them. Here again, after other questions. Dr. Duff spoke to them 
of their responsibility on account of what they knew of the way of 
salvation. They answered as Christian lads would have done, and 
he then urged them to lay these things to heart, and to beware of 
resisting the truth. While we were afterwards pausing for a few 
minutes, C. asked Isha Chandra De if he were a Christian ! He 
said, " No, God alone can give belief." 0. told him of the anxiety 
he felt that others should share those blessings, which he knew the 
Gospel offered, and promised him " Gregory's Evidences," which 
he accepted with great pleasure, and said he would read it. This 
young man has taken pains to instruct his wife, a thing which is 
always vehemently opposed by the family. 

Looking out on the court, we saw the younger boys enjoying 
football and cricket, which is considered a kind of miracle in the 
soft indolent Bengalis. Here there was nothing but energy and 
life, vet I remarked how much more gentle, and therefore gentle- 
manly, they are in their manners than English boys, there was no 
rough horse play, no mdeness ; they say an Indian boy never 
dreams of robbing a bird's nest, hunting a cat, boxing, or any 
otlior of those innumerable cruel acts which many English fathers 
view with complacency as evidences of the manly spirit which is 
to fit their sons for the hunting field. In this matter, ^he heathen 
boys behave as Christians should do. We returned to the lecture- 
room, and heard one of the senior classes examined in logic and 
political economy. All the examinations were impromptu, so that 
in many instances only one or two in the class could give the 
exact answer — they showed that in a syllogism the predicate is 
contained in the major proposition. Dr. Duff then asked them if 
this was the case what is the use of logic ? and explained it to bo 
a process of developing truth, which really is there, but which is 
hidden from the person to whom you speak — just as in chemistry, 
you affirm that the air is composed of two gases. Another says, 
^How can it be, I don't see that" The chemist analyses the 
atmosphere and shows it to him — so in logic. You say man is 
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responsible, another denies it How would you prove it? Man 
has freedom of action, conscience, intellect, <&c., &c. This is 
grantcnl, but these faculties would not have been given him by God 
except for some good purpose — wherefore man is responsible to 
God for the use he makes of them ; this was elicited from the 
pupils, by questions. 

in i*uliticul Jl]cuiioiny they showed the use of division of labour, 
of merchants, of the learned and theoretical members of a com- 
munity. I asked (through Dr. Duff) what was the use of those 
persons who lived on their own resource without working; they 
answered, " None at all," and one added, ** unless they spend their 
inouey in doing good." It never struck me so forcibly before, how 
utterly useless is the state of those '* who live at home at ease " 
unless they fill the oiHce God has especially allotted to them of 
caring for the poor. 

Here we were interrupted by a crowd of white-robed students 
bringing in a model steam-engine. Bona Mdli Do, one of the 
teachers, brother-in-law to Isha Ohandr& De, explained it most 
clearly. He told us he was of the Weaver caste. We saw the 
room where evening service is held every Sabbath in English, many 
of the pupils attend, and also come from the Hindu Government 
College. In fact they are better instructed in Christianity than 
half the young men at home. But Satan and the evil heart of 
unbelief keep them from renouncing all things for Christ's sake; 
yet they believe Christianity with tlie intellect, will argue for it and 
will prove it The very worst, those who most entirely go back to 
Hindu habits on leaving the institution, are yet better than unedu- 
cated Hindus, and desire education continued for their children. 
Many instruct their young daughters and wives. About three-fourths 
of these lads are married. The daily attendance is nearly 1,000 
More than 1,280 are on the books, and even during the Hindu 
holidays, when every other educational institution is closed, and 
all the public offices shut, the average daily attendance has been 
upwards of 600. On the greatest day of the Durga Puj^ in 
1844y 125 were present I look on these two last facts as the most 
remarkable of any. It shows what a shake Hinduism has received. 
Pray that the Lord will send down the dew of His Spirit on this 
institution and this land, that they may bring forth fruit to the 
glorv of His Holy Name 1 

Monday, December 14, 1846. — Since last I wrote we have been 
busy preparing for our Dak trip, antl nothing very worthy of 
record has oceurre<l; but I must mention the crows, who are the 
boldest and most impudent birds I ever saw; a London sparrow is 
shy and retiring in comparison. I saw one the other day come 
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into a room in Spcnce's Hotel and eat a piece of meat on the top 
of tlio Plmnk:ih. Saucy sparrows building in the drawing-room, 
crows liauntiiig one's bod-room, and jackals howling under the 
windows at night! 

Tuesday, December 16th. — ^We went to Garden Reach to spend 
the day at Sir Henry Seton's (one of the judges), who placed his 
house at our disposal. It is close to the river, and has a pretty 
garden. J. took us to see a small dispensary, which she has built 
in memory of her mother. It consists of two rooms, one for the 
sleeping-room of the native doctor, and one to receive the patients; 
she pays him twenty rujKJcs a-month. We returned to a sumptu- 
ous tillin, fit for a dinner-party, and afterwards went across the 
water to the ]3otanical Gardens. A steamer appeared just as we 
left the house, which to our great joy proved to be the long 
wished-for mail from England. The sun was exceedingly hot, so 
that I rejoiced greatly when, after a walk, we reached the banian 
trees, one of which is the boast of the garden. Here we sat, and 
I sketched a little boy holding his infant brother astride on his left 
hip, the usual way of carrying children here. It was a little, soft, / 
smooth thing, with no other clothing than necklace and bangles; 
its largo eyes disfigured with the black dye called surma, and its'\ 
eyebrows painted very thick and made to join in the middle^ 
which quite destroyed the sweet expression the Bengali children 
usually have. I then drew a queer little child of five years old, 
wrapped up in its single garment from its head nearly to its feet, 
the father standing by quite pleased. Then came a bigger boy 
with a burden on his head, evidently on purpose to be drawn, and. 
stood as still as any professional model without being told. On( 
our return, Sir Henry Seton, a most courteous old man, met us a( 
the steps and gave us tea before he would let us depart. 

The next morning we received our home letters, and in the after- 
noon came the lovely little watch. Just after breakfast to our great 
joy Jacob, our most faithful and invaluable Christian servant, rejoined 
us, having arrived by the steamer, and with him a Jew from Madras 
named Abraham Joseph, a native of Damascus, who was converted 
through the instrumentality of the Rev. Mr. Lugard, an English 
chaplain, in 1845. A cousin of his, named Jacob, professed Chris- 
tianity at the same time; they were both baptized, and after some 
delay, forwarded to Jerusalem. When they arrived the bishop had 
just died, and the Rabbins were using ewery means to oppose 
Christianity. Abraham stood fast, but his cousin relapsed to Juda- 
ism. Eventually the former expressed a wish to return to Mr. 
Lugard, and Mr. Nicolayson accordingly sent him back ; a most 
unfortunate step, since there is not a single Jew in Madras : nobody 
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•peaks Hebrew, and very few know ten words of Hindostini, which 
are the only two languages Abraham understands ; he was, there- 
fore, wholly deprived of Christian society, and of the means of 
grace. Mr. Lugard, therefore, having consulted, as he says, ^ with ' 
our dear friends of Uie Free Church Mission at Madras," sent him 
to Dr. Duff, who has a small Christian congregation of about twtslve 
Jews, to whom he preaches every Sabbath in Hindustani. My 
husband sent him in his buggy to Dr. Dutl^ who has lodged him for 
the present with the old Jewish convert and his two daughters, of 
whom you read in the ^ Free Church Missionary Kecord" kst year. 
After disposing of Abraham and talking to Jacob we drove to Mrs. 
Wylie, who called upon me the other day, a very sweet young 
woman, wife of the excellent young barrister whose name you see 
often mentioned as most active in recovering young converts who 
have been carried off by their parents or friends, and who is an 
elder of the Free Kirk. She took us, with Mrs. Hawkins (wife of 
one of the judges, and who is both interesting and decidedly 
pious), to see the school for Jewish and Armenian girls under the 
care of Mrs. Ewart, the wife of one of our missionaries. Mrs. Ewart 
had been longing and praying to be made useful to the native 
women, when an excellent Armenian Protestant Missionary, Mr. 
Aratooii,came and asked her to open a school for his countrywomen. 
She agreed on condition of his finding a place. He took a very 
nice room in a native house ; she went there but no pupils came. 
For three days she and the aged missionary met and united in 
prayer ; on the fourth two little girls appeared, and she has now 
about seventy, not quite half of whom are Jewesses. 

Mrs.' Ewart seems far from strong. The elder class read very 
nicely a chapter in the New Testament, with a perfectly pure Eng- 
lish accent They learn geography, write, and work very neatly, 
and have a good acquaintance with the main doctrines of • Scrip- 
ture. The progress they have made during the short time the 
school has existed is quite wonderful. The Jewish parents make 
no objection to their daughters' reading the New Tustameiit. My 
husband spoke to them on disobedience to the law of God consti- 
tuting the very essence of sin, and on the willingness of Christ 
" the Messiah" — " the true God," to save all who come to him ; but 
they are very shy, and it is difficult to get them to answer. They 
are taught entirely in English. 

One or two of the Armenian girls are lovely, with beautifully 
chiselled features, and a clear brunette complexion, so fine and 
delicate, that no fair one could be prettier. They look nineh older 
than they are; those of eleven look like fifteen. Most of the Jew- 
esses were very plain, with very coarse features, and some witli a 



JEWISH AND ARMENIAN SCHOOLS. 33 

moustache ; many of them gaudily dressed with silver lace on their 
robeft, and beads round their necks. 

The Armenians, wlio intermarry frequently with the Portuguese, 
who are as dark, if not darker, tlian the Hindus, dress like Europe- 
ans, only with a profusion of flowers and trimmings. The Jew- 
esses wear a tight-fitting robe, fastened beneath the bosom ; and 
one little girl )iad a train to hers. 

Mrs. Ewart gave me a sampler " to send to my sister." It is 
worked by a very good little Jewess, named Jamilah Musa Baka- 
hia, about ten or eleven years old. Her parents wished to take her 
away to marry her, and had even bespoken her wedding garment ; 
but kIio is so fond of the school, that she prevailed on them to 
allow her to stay another year. 

The pupils sang a hymn, and we then went to the lower room, 
where there is a class of about forty infants ; such a variegated 
bank of babes would astonish any English teacher, for the little 
bodies were arrayed in all the colours of the rainbow. One small 
thing of two years old had a turban, and several had patches of 
opium the size of a sixpence, on the forehead and temples, as a cure 
for colds. Two half-caste teachers assist Mrs. Ewart, Doth of them 
very pleasing. The little children answered many questions simi- 
lar to those m ** Watts's First Catechism," extremely well, and then 
sang the " Infant School Hymn," which, doubtless, you know — 
" We wash our faces, we comb our hair." I never saw a prettier 
sight. 

When we thanked Mrs. Ewart for her kindness, she expressed 
herself in the most grateful terms for our visit She said it was 
such an encouragement to her, for hardly any one visits or knows 
anything about this most interesting school, although it is one with 
great prospects of usefulness, and at the same time, with many dis- 
couraging circumstances attached to it. The girls do not stay long 
at the school, on account of their early marriages ; and the influ- 
ence they are under at home is often quite contrary to that which 
is exercised over them during the hours of instruction. But still 
we are sure that the good seed will bring forth fruit ; and that the 
word of the Lord will not return unto Him void, but shall prosper 
in that whereto He sends it. It would be a kindness to send any 
siinpU) English book (some of Albright and Wright's, or (J room's, 
for instance) for the use of the school. I told them you would 
take the sampler to the Pye Street School, and show the little Jew- 
esses there what their sisters in Calcutta have done. 

Thursday, December lYth, 1846. — According to appointment^ 
we drove to Dr. Duff's house this morning, and he accompanied 
us to the Female Orphan School, in connexion with the Freo 

2* 
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Church. At the time of disruption, the orphans were all taken bj 
the Established Church, with the exception of a few of the elder 
girls, who followed Miss Laing. The majority of the present pupils 
have, therefore, only been under her care since 1843. She has 
just moved into a new house, with a nice garden, and accommo- 
dation for one hundred pupils. As yet she has only thirty, besides 
one day Hcholar (a country-born girl), and a little Bengali child of 
tlircu years old, who conius of lior own free will. Most of tlio 
orphans are of I'ortuguese origin : they are all dressed according 
to the custom of their respective nations. Miss Laing is a very 
lady-like, attractive person : the daughter of a captain in the army, 
and has devoted herself to this good work from love to Him who 
said ^* Feed my lambs." The children were all assembled in three 
classes, in a spacious apartment on the ground fioor, open on two 
sides to the outer air. Their copy-books were laid out for inspec- 
tion, and like those at the Jewish school, were remarkable for their 
neatness ; there were no blots, no letters left out, no carelessness, 
like Home copy-books at home. The first thing that attracted our 
attention was the youngest class, under the charge of Mahendra's 
widow Rose, the sweetest looking young Bengali I have seen, 
ller face is quite lovely, not only from feature, but from the sweet, 
modest, pathetic expression. She was dressed like all her country- 
women, in a white sort of sheet wrapped round her head and 
figure. Her little girl, a beauliful child of about two years old, 
clung to her. You will understand the interest with which we 
looked on Mahendra's wife and child. I took her hand ; but, like 
all the native women, she is too shy to speak before strangers. 
She was brought up at Mrs. Wilson's school, and is the bosom 
friend of her fellow pupil Anna, whom Koilas married. They were 
wedded on the same day, and became widows within six weeks of 
each other. Rose is well educated, her husband having taken great 
pains to instruct her ; she is very useful in the school ; and they 
liave every reason to believe her a converted person. Dr. Duff 
pointed out one little girl in the chiss whose parents were slain by 
dacoits (robbers), and who was found on the road, where the jack- 
als had already begun to eat her. She looked up in my face with 
sucYi a pretty smile, and such beautiful, merry, black eyes, it was 
impossible not to pet her. llie eldest class then read the 2nd of 
John. Dr. Dulf questioned them upon it, and cross-questioned 
them most strictly. They answered perfectly. He examined them 
on many different parts of Scripture, with all of which they were 
well acipiainted. He explained to them the nature of the union 
between the Lord Jesus and His people, and illustrated it by the 
fate of a branch broken off from a tree. lie said, " What would 
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become of a branch broken off? What ia that like !" When they 
fully iin<l<«rKtoofl thin ilhiHtration, lie nnkod for Rome text wherein 
our Jxjrd w:ih Rpokcu of Jis a vine. Thoy immediately quoted, " I 
am the vine, ye are the hranclics.*' He then ilhistrated it by the 
dependence of an infant on its mother for food and support ; and 
questioned tliem again on what he had said : asked them what our 
Lord said of cliildren coming to him. They quoted, " Suffer little 
children,*' and *' Ue took them up and blessed them." After this 
examination they sang " Glory, Glory," and then the 68th Para- 
phrase. Dr. Duff then examined them on Geography, in which 
tliey answered very satisfactorily. 

Miss Laing showed us the house ; it is very clean and simple ; 
everything is done by the girls, who learn to wash, cook, and all 
kinds of household work. They have no communication with any 
native servants ; and only one bearer is kept to clean the walls and 
the lights. The children are brought up exactly like natives, and 
sleep on bare wooden bedsteads, with no mattrass or pillow. The 
very little ones have a small pillow ; in the cold season each has a 
blanket, and in the hot weather a sheet, to wrap herself in ; they 
live on curry and rice twice a day. The only thing that can be 
done for them, as thoy grow up, is to marry them to Christians, as 
it is impossible to send them to service in any family, on account 
of die heathen servants they would be obliged to mingle with. 
Some have been baptized in infancy ; of course, none of the others 
are until they give evidence of conversion. One girl has been lately 
received into the Church of Christ ; I had remarked her extreme 
interest when Dr. Duff was speaking. 

Miss Laing conducts morning and evening worship daily, and 
one of the missionaries preaches to them on the Sabbath ; they 
are taught Bengali and English simultaneously, as at the College. 
Miss Laing told me that the average expense of each child, exclu- 
sive of house-rent (which is very high in Calcutta) and of the 
teachers' salaries, is three rupees, or six shillings a month 1 How 
many could subscribe this sum, and thus rescue an orphan from 
wild beasts, or from men who are even worse 1 A little girl died 
about a fortnight ago with all the confidence, joy, and faith of an 
experienced saint I She longed to depart, and be with Jesus, and 
spoke to all her companions with the greatest earnestness, exhorting 
them to flee to Christ for salvation. 

Miss Laing says it is quite useless to send fancy articles for sale 

here ; they hardly pay for their carriage. The only things that 

sell well, are go<xl baby and children's clothes, such as rich people 

■ would buy. Calico prints are very useful for clothing the Orphans, 

or any old clothes, of a simple kind, that could be adapted to their 
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Church. At the time of disruption, the orphans were all taken bj 
the Established Church, with the exception of a few of the elder 
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said *^ Feed my lambs.'' The children were all assembled in three 
classes, in a spacious apartment on the ground floor, open on two 
sides to the outer air. Their copy-books were laid out for inspec- 
tion, and like those at the Jewish school, were remarkable for their 
neatness ; there were no blots, no letters left out, no carelessness, 
like Home copy-books at home. The first thing that attracted our 
attention was the youngest class, under the charge of Mahendra's 
widow Rose, the sweetest looking young Bengali I have seen, 
ller face is quite lovely, not only from feature, but from the sweet, 
modest, pathetic expression. She was dressed like all her country- 
women, in a white sort of sheet wrapped round her head and 
figure. Her little girl, a beautiful child of about two years old, 
clung to her. You will understand the interest with which we 
looked on Mahendra's wife and child. I took her hand ; but, like 
all the native women, she is too shy to speak before strangers. 
She was brought up at Mrs. Wilson's school, and is the bosom 
friend of her fellow pupil Anna, whom Koilas married. They were 
wedded on the same day, and became widows within six weeks of 
each other. Rose is well educated, her husband having taken great 
pains to instruct her ; she is very useful in the school ; and they 
liave every reason to believe her a converted person. Dr. Duff 
pointed out one little girl in the chiss whose parents were slain by 
dacoits (robbers), and who was found on the road, where the jack- 
als had already begun to eat her. She looked up in my face with 
sucYi a pretty smile, and such beautiful, merry, black eyes, it was 
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John. Dr. Dulf questioned them upon it, and cross-questioned 
them most strictly. They answered perfectly. He examined them 
on many dillbrent parts of Scripture, with all of which they were 
well ac<|uainted. He explained to tliom the nature of the union 
between the Lord Jesus and His people, and illustrated it by the 
fate of a branch broken off from a tree. lie said, ** What would 



HISS LAiNo's scnooii. • 85 

becx>ine of a branch broken off? What is that like !" When they 
fully inxhfmtooil thin ilhiHtration, ho Ankod for Ronio text wherein 
our lAivd wiw npokou of iis a vine. Thoy iinrnodiatcly quoted, " I 
am the vine, ye are the branches." He then illustrated it by the 
dependence of an infant on its mother for food and support ; and 
questioned them again on what he had said : asked them what our 
Lord said of children coming to him. They quoted, " Suffer little 
children," and ** lie took them up and blessed them." After this 
examination they sang " Glory, Glory," and then the 68th Para- 
phrase. Dr. Duff then examined them on Geography, in which 
tliey answered very satisfactorily. 

Miss Liaing showed us the house ; it is very clean and simple ; 
everything is done by the girls, who learn to wash, cook, and all 
kinds of household work. They have no communication with any 
native servants ; and only one bearer is kept to clean the walls and 
the lights. The children are brought up exactly like natives, and 
sleep on bare wooden bedsteads, with no mattrass or pillow. The 
very little ones have a small pillow ; in the cold season each has a 
blanket, and in the hot weather a sheet, to wrap herself in ; they 
live on curry and rice twice a day. The only thing that can be 
done for them, as they grow up, is to marry them to Christians, as 
it is impossible to send them to service in any family, on account 
of die heathen servants they would be obliged to mingle with. 
Some have been baptized in infancy ; of course, none of the others 
are until they give evidence of conversion. One girl has been lately 
received into the Church of Christ ; I had remarked her extreme 
interest when Dr. Duff was speaking. 

Miss Laing conducts morning and evening worship daily, and 
one of the missionaries preaches to them on the Sabbath ; they 
are taught Bengali and English simultaneously, as at the College. 
Miss Laing told me that the average expense of each child, exclu- 
sive of house-rent (which is very high in Calcutta) and of the 
teachers' salaries, is three rupees, or six shillings a month 1 How 
many could subscribe this sum, and thus rescue an orphan from 
wild beasts, or from men who are even worse 1 A little girl died 
about a fortnight ago with all the confidence, joy, and faith of an 
experienced saint 1 She longed to depart, and be with Jesus, and 
spoke to all her coinpaiiions with the greatest earnestness, exhorting 
them to flee to Christ for salvation. 

Miss Laing says it is quite useless to send fancy articles for sale 
here ; they hardly pay for their carriage. The only things that 
sell well, are good baby and children's clothes, such as rich people 
would buy. Calico prints are very useful for clothing the Orphans, 
or any old clothes, of a simple kind, that could be adapted to their 
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use. If any are sent ready made, tliey should be fashioned like 
night-gowns, with a band round tlie waist We are to have a little 
Orphan of our own at the school ; and I am going to write to our 
children to propose tluit they should Iiave one between them ; they 
will easily be able to give sixpence a month each, and the remainder 
they can collect. 

On Tuesday, December 18th, we went to Dumdum to breakfast 
and spend the day with Mr. and Mrs. S. They are a very con- 
sistent young Christian couple, and have a sweet baby three 
months old. They took us to call on some excellent people, Dr. 
and Mrs. Clarke ; the latter draws beautifully — we saw some of 
her views near Simla. Dr. Clarke is in medical charge of the 
Amirs of Sind, several of whom are here ; he spoke of them with 
great interest One of them (whom we afterwards saw driving 
about in an English undress uniform,) Prince Muhammad Ali 
Elhan, is very clever — speaks and reads English, and will even read 
the Bible. He broke his leg some time ago, a very bad compound 
fracture ; and, in the course of attendance on him. Dr. Clarke ex- 
pressed a hope that he sometimes prayed. " How can I pray ?" 
said he ; " my leg is broken." Dr. Clarke explained to him the 
nature of prayer, which he seemed fully to comprehend. He 
never joins the others in the Muhammadan forms ; but tliis appears 
to be from disbelief in Islam, rather than from belief in any thing 
else. We dined early, and then went to see the gun-practice. I 
heard the whiz of the cannon-balls distinctly as- they passed us. 
Saw some of the Amirs driving out. The drive to Dumdum is 
very pretty ; there are native huts almost the whole way, except 
where the fine villas and grounds of the rich Babus of Calcutta 
intervene, with gardens and railings, apparently very much in the 
English style. 

Saturday, December 19th. — C. and I took tea with Dr. and 
Mrs. Duff, to meet the four native Catechists ; — one is a Brahmin, 
named Jagadishwar Bhattachaijya ; another a Kiilin Brahman 
'(which is the very highest caste), named Prasuna Kuuiur Chat- 
terjia ; Lai Behari Do (pronounced Day), of the Banker caste ; 
Behdri Lai Sing the Rajput, was ill, and could not come. They 
are all young men, remarkably quiet and gentlemanly in manner, 
with most intelligent countenances. It was on the 2nd November, 
1841, that Jagadishwar first opened his heart to the Missionaries, 
and expressed his desire for baptism. This was the very day that 
the insurrection at Kabul broke out ; and, strange tu say, owing 
to a very rcniark:ible C/onjunctiuu of thu planets whic.li took phico 
at Uiat time, the conviction was universal among thu nativos that 
some great calamity was impending over the British Ji)nipire, so 
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much 80 ihat business was almost suspended, and the people wan- 
dered about doing nothing. When they heard, therefore, that a 
Brahmin was about to be baptized, they looked upon this as the 
immediate beginning of the calamity, and on the following morning 
the Institution was besieged by thousands. Dr. Duff had to tlirow 
himself into the midst of the crowd to rescue Ja^adishwar from 
the friends who were dragging him away. He said, *' I looked as 
fierce as Captain Mackenzie was doing at that very time, and told 
them they should only have him by passing over my body." The 
lad was rescued, but the clamour continuing, Dr. Duff went to 
fetch the police. The mob suffered him to depart ; and, to prove 
he was not cariring the young convert away with him, he ordered 
the carriage to be driven all round the court, that they might see 
that ho was alone. When the police came, the immediate danger 
of the house being forced ceased ; and the Missionaries being per- 
fectly satisfied with the state of the young man's mind, from the 
long conversation they had had with him* the previous night, came 
to the conclusion that it was advisable to baptize him immediately ; 
this was accordingly done, in the hall of the Institution, in the 
presence of all the pupils. 

Immediately the natives heard that he had cast away the Brah- 
minical cord and received baptism, they looked upon it as " un fait 
accompli " — an irrevocable act — and quietly dispersed. He is a 
very handsome young man, rather like Mr. G. of K., with very 
small delicate hands, aquiline nose, and magnificent eyes, as they 
all have. The Kiilin Brahman has not such regular features ; his 
nose is a little retroussS^ but he has a very sweet expression, and a 
remarkably well formed head. One of his prerogatives, as a 
Kiilin Brahman, was that of maiTying as many wives as he chose ; 
and many Kiilins make a livelihood by going about the country to 
marry the daughters of any Brahman who will give a large sum 
for the honour of allying his family with the illustrious race of the 
Kulin Brahmans; he then leaves the said wife in her father's 
house, and perhaps never sees her again. Fortunately Prasiinfi 
had only married one wife, and, followinff the Divine directions, 
he felt he had no right to cast her off, if she were willing to come 
to him. This he had reason to believe was the case, although 
since the day of his open profession of Christianity ho had ncithor 
seen nor heard of her. lie, however, kept up amicable intercourse 
with his sister, who lived some distance from Calcutta. At the 
time of a great festival, his two friends, Jagadishwar and Lai 
Bohliri Do, advised him to go and pay a visit to his sister, in hopes 
of hearing something of his wife; he thought it of no use, but 
went At first his sister was out — he spent the time in reading 
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the Bible, and praying that, if it was God's will, a way for the 
recovery of his wife might be opened to him. lie returned to his 
sister's house, and found his young wife there ; — this was the first 
interview since his conversion. He found she was willing to go 
with liiin to the ends of the earth ; so, directing her to return 
home, as if nothing had happened, he went to tlie river side and 
engaged a boat She met him in the evening ; they entered the 
bout, and arrived safely in Calcutta, lie then began to teach her, 
and she proved a most docile and intelligent scholar. She was 
soon baptized, and they have now an infant, whom Dr. Dufi' had 
the* pleasure of baptizing a few weeks ago. I asked Prasiina if 
his wife was very young ; he said, "iV<>> very — about sixteen or 
seventeen." It is looked upon as a calamity, in a Hindoo family, 
if a woman receives any kind of instruction ; notwithstanding 
this, some of the educated Hindoos have begun to teach their 
wives. Dr. Duff said it had otlen been a matter of serious con- 
sideration among the Missionaries, what should be done in case 
of the conversion of one who had already married several wives, 
because all these marriages being legal, how could they be broken. 
One thing is clear, that such a person could not be admitted into 
any office of the Christian ministry, as both a Bishop and Deacon 
is required to be " the husband of one wife." 

The story of the absent Catechist, Behari Sing, was very inter- 
esting. About twenty years ago, an old Rajpiit, the highest caste 
next to the Brahmans, came down to Calcutta. Ho had two sons, 
whom he subsequently placed in the Scotch College, where they 
both became convinced of the truth of Christianity, without being 
brought to feel their personal need of it When the elder one, 
Beh4ri Sing, was asked by Dr. Duff why he did not become a 
Christian, he answered, " I believe everything, but I feel nothing." 
They botli left the Institution ; the younger made his way up to 
Chundr, near Benares, where he fell in with Mr. Bowley, a Church 
of England Missionary, who, astonished with his acquaintance with 
Christianity, determined to water tlie good seed which J)r, Dutf 
had planted. God gave the increase ; the young man was bap- 
tized (I am sorry to say by the name of Timothy, instead of his 
own name), and then he began to urge his brother by letter to 
follow his example. Behari Sing was at this time a Government 
servant at Jul)bul|K)re, under Mr. Macleod, a pious civilian, who 
had formerly maintained him at College ; and whose exhortations, 
joined to those of his brother, were soon blessed by (lod. The 
first sign he gave of his sense of the value of the Gospel, was by 
sending eighty rupees — a whole month's siilary — toward the sii|>- 
port of the Institution. Soon after, he came down to Calcutta to 
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receive baptism. On his road, he met, at a small station f where 
good Mrs. Wilson then resided), some English High Churcn gen 
tloinen, who, on loarning his intentions, plied him with arguments 
in favour <»f A|Kw(^»li« HiUMtoRHJon, ICpiscopncy, tho Kflicjicy of the 
Sacranients, and told him that such baptism as Dr. Dutf could 
administer was no baptism at all. He listened patiently, and 
then solemnly asked : *' To a soul trembling in the presence of a 
holy and just God, and longing for salvation, what is there in all 
you say to meet his case ?" They had nothing to reply. After 
nis baptism, he gave up his salary of eighty rupees monthly, and 
his prospects of advancement, for the pittance of eight rupees per 
month and tlie privilege of working in the Lord's vineyard ; and, 
to crown the whole, the stem old soldier — of whom I3eh4ri had 
said, " If I were to become a Christian, my father would cut off 
my head" — followed his sons* example, and also enlisted under 
the banners of the Captain of our salvation. Does not this call 
on us to bless and glorify God f 

I cannot tell you how our hearts warmed to these converts; I 
felt the very sight of them as much a means of grace as any ser- 
mon could be, stirring one up to thanksgiving and prais&^the 
dazzling whiteness of their native dress reminded one of the cos- / 
tume of the early Catechumens. 

Dr. Duff told us of a young Socinian, who had been brought 
up as such from his infancy, who came to him wishing to partake 
of the communion. Dr. Duff had much difficulty in making him 
understand that the Lord's Supper was a sign of communion in 
faith, and therefore could not be administered to any but those 
who appeared to be members of Christ He could not see this, 
but said he wished to receive the sacrament, for he wanted com- 
fort ; ho had no comfort in religion. Dr. Duff had many conver- 
sations with him ; he received the truth very slowly, but gradually ; 
— at last he became very ill — was put on board a ship, and died 
(I think before leaving the river) full of faith and hope. 

Wednesdays December 23rd, 1846. — We went to Miss M's. 
wedding. She looked very well. The old cathedral is a very 
plain building ; but I looked at it with interest, as the place where 
Heber and Henry Martyn preached. 

This being little Ewan's birthday, wo had a kapiitli Ndch, t. c, 
a dance of Marionettes in tlie dining room. It was a most pictu- 
resque scene ; there was a band of three or four musicians, who 
])1aycd on a kind of guitar, drum, and other instruments, and sang 
discordantly. The chief man showed some sleight of hand tricks, 
such as making four or five pigeons come from under an empty 
cover, and afterwards a little Marionette danced as a Ndch girl ; 
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some Sepoys, and other figures came on, to the great delight of / 
tlie children, of whom there were many present. It was very^ 
pretty to see all these little ones, quite specimens of ^ Mamm^' 
darlings," with long hair, velvet dresses, ornamented pinaforibs, 
cashmeres and velvet to wrap them up in. The Ayahs, in tli0ir 
M'liite draperies, sitting with some on the lloor; a Chinese woman 
wailing on another ; moustachoed hearers attending on most of 
them, with divers little native and half-c^isto children, and the ser- 
vants in scarlet and gold, glossy silk or white garments, and a 
crowd of tailors, gardeners, and hangers on of all Kinds, filling up 
the hack ground. 

After tiffin, C. peeped in again, and found the audacious Tamdha 
Wallah niterally play-fellow) had dressed himself up as an officer, 
with a wnite mask, and was (the ladies having departed) showing 
how a young Ensign treats his hearer. I immediately went to see, 
and never was more diverted. He did it admirably, and showed 
such a perception of European follies, as to prove an effectual 
warning to all present not in any way to commit themselves before 
these quiet, quick-witted natives. He had laid hold of one of 
Julia's bearers, and was making him walk backwards and forwards 
for his amusement, bestowing a kick every now and then to quicken 
his movements. He then sent him for a bottle of brandy, stamped 
and rampauged about, and finally began to dance, exactly like an 
awkward Englishman attempting a hornpipe. He then forced his 
supposed servant to dance, looked at him through an eye-glass, 
and finally, *' saving your presence," (as the httle Irishwoman said 
to me, when speaking of washing her face), took a sight at him, 
and ];aught him to do the same. He then brought in one of his 
companions dressed as a lady, dragged her about by way of taking 
a walk, and then danced with her in imitation of a quadrille and 
waltz. I cannot understand any one venturing to waltz before a 
native, after seeing this apt caricature of the performance! It was 
very droll, and only too true. 

I have since found that a Mullah in controversy with Mr. Pfan- 
der of Agra, alleges the custom of ^ kissing and putting their 
arms around the waists of other men's grown up daughters, sisters, 
and wives," as an argument against Christianity. The "kissing" 
appears to have been added by the imaginative Mullah, but I do 
not see how a waltz or polka could possibly be defended in tlie eyes 
of an Oriental. I hope Mr. Pfander explained to him that Chris- 
tianity does not (as he alleges) sanction these practices, for it 
teaches us to "abstjiin from all ap2)earance of evil." 

We have been anxious about our Sirddr Bearer, Bonamali. IIo 
wished to go up the country with us, but his mother was exceed- 
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ingly opposed to it The other morniDg he came to us so ill that 
0. thought the old woman must have mixed some witch potion 
(which 18 generally a poison) with his food, to prevent his accom- 
panying us. He mentioned his suspicions to the poor man, who 
said it was very probable ; he was sick incessantly after eating, 
and looked so ill, and pinched, and drawn in feature for two days, 
that I was quite frightened. We gave him arsenicum, which 
relieved him of the burning sensation, and he soon got quite well. 
Jacob used to talk a great deal to him during their captivity in 
Afghanistan on the subject of religion, and he has begun again to 
do so. I'he man's mind is apparently in some degree awakened 
to the folly of llinduism — he has thankfully accepted the Scrij)- 
tures in Bengali, and I also gave him a Christian almanac, contain- 
ing some of the first principles of astronomy, which, of course, 
overthrow the Shasters. He is very intelligent, and, like most of 
the Bengalis, reads and writes fluently. The Hindus of Bengal 
are remarkable as excellent accountants. 

The other day C. was speaking to Bonamali on there *^ being 
only one God, ' — he assented ; " only one Intercessor, the Lord 
Jesus Christ," — he assented again, in a kind of general way ; C. 
then said, " but you see the people here all bowing down to images, 
worshipping idols," — he rejoined with vigour, " It is one great lie, 
it is the invention of Satan." 

The servants here generally sleep at their own houses, and go back 
for two hours in the day to bathe and eat; they generally wear white, 
but Julia's servants have scarlet dresses, by way of liveries, which 
look very pretty. The houses here are all within courtyards 
(called compounds) with gates. The Durw&n, or gate-keeper, here 
is a Brahmin of very high caste; part of his busmess is to let no 
one carry anything out of the compound without a warrant of 
some kind that he is authorized to do so. 

I drew a Bairiighi, or Yoghi, i, e, a Hindu religious mendicant, 
who sat himself down in the Darw&n's shed, so that I had an ex- 
cellent view of him from one of the windows. He was a fine tall 
young man, with mild expression, his beard shaved, but his mous- 
tache and his hair long ; his left arm he carried bolt upright, 
never to come down again ; I believe they devote the limb to some 
god. It was rather shrunk in size, and the nails came through 
the back of the hand ; he was dressed in tiger skin, with a cap of 
the same. He had a staff, and a small linen bng slung over his 
right shoulder, I suppose for provisions. I saw him roadmg a book 
which one of the servants lent him. 

Thursday, 24th. — C. accompanied by Mr. Cameron, General van 
Gagem, of the Dutch service, and his Aides-de-Camp, to the Medi- 
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cal College. C. came back quite sad. Among other sights, was 
a poor little Brahmini girl, about ten yeara old, dying of mortifica- 
tion in the leg ; it wa:i too far advanced for amputation to save 
her, and he said that the ex])rc88ion of agony in her face when the 
visitors approached her bed, was painful to witness — the young 
Aide-de-Camp was quite overcome. General van Gagern is from 
Nassau, and has offered to go and see our children on his return. 
It is a curious fact, that the first class of Students at the Medical 
College, t. e, those who go through a course of study sufficient 
to qualify them for Assistant-Surgeons, are almost exclusively 
Hindus ; the second class, or those who, without learning anatomy, 
are qualified for hospital dressers, dispensers of medicine, <&c., are 
almost exclusively Muhammadans, and the sons of Sepoys. 

The character and prejudices of the Muhammadans are stronger 
than the Hindu, although the religion of the latter is much the 
most opposed to surgery. The Mussulman holds the prejudices 
he has learnt from the Hindu much more strongly than he from 
whom he has acquired them. There are hardly two Mussulmans 
at the Free Church College, and converts from among tliem are 
almost unknown.^ 

Saturday, December 26th. — C. was not very well, so I was obliged 
to go to tea at Mrs. Wy lie's by myself: 1 found nine of the con- 
verts there, which made me regret more than ever C.'s absence, 
for they are very shy and modest, and will not speak unless spoken 
to. It was, however, a great pleasure to see them. 

Mrs. Wylie has a darling little boy of two years and a half old, 
one of the sweetest children I ever saw, who came and laid his 
head on my bosom, and called me ** mamma." Mr. and Mrs. Wylie 
were both members of the Church of England, but have left it to join 
the Free Church. He told me that some time ago a small prayer 
meeting of members of the Church of England was held here, all 
of whom, except one, are now members of the free Church. Ho 
said it was interesting to see the " foosteps of the fiock," all tend- 
ing in tlie same direction. Mrs. Wylie has just had a letter from 
a Lady in England, an Episcopalian of great piety, who says that 
during a late season of ill-health she had been much troubled with 
scruples about the Church of England, and requested Mi-s. Wylie 
to send her an account of her reasons for joining the Church of 
Scotland ; this lady has had no communication with any one else 
on the subject. Mr. Wylie said that he knew many English 
clergymen who had 6cru{)les about the baptismal service, the want 

* There are now several (among them a learned IFagfin or Doctor! 
oliiefly through the instrumentality of the catechist^'BehariLal Sing (1862> 
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of discipline, the ordination servico, and oUier defects of the Enff«- 
]ish Church,— but none who carried out these scruples to tlieir 
lugitimato conse<|Ucnce8 ; and that he had remarked tliat those 
who acted thus, and stifled the murmurings of conscience against 
these things, often became backsliders in the Christian path. For 
instance, an excellent clergyman (by name, I think, Stoll) was 
offered a living ; he questioned himself seriously as to whether ho 
could ex-animo subscribe to the Prayer Book, and found that he 
could not ; he therefore refused tlie living, came out to India, andf 
for the last fifteen or sixteen years, has devoted his private fortune, 
which is considerable, to the support of Missionaries. Uo camo 
out in the same ship with the present Bishop of Calcutta, who 
ioined with him in prayer until they passed the Cape, when, being 
m his own diocese, he refused to do so any longer. This good 
man told Mr. Wylie that before leaving England he had conversed 
with Mr. Sibthorp on the subject, and found that he agreed with 
him on all points except the practical result, i, e. that he was bound 
to leave the Church to which he belonged. Mr. Sibthorp excused 
himself on the plea that by his preaching he could do much good. 
Behold what followed I Mr. Wylie made two other observations 
which struck me much. One is that in every clerical secession from 
the Church of England^ almost all the secedors have fallen into 
grievous error, at any rate for a time ; this was the case with the 
Baring secession, and with some others which he named, and arises 
probably from the very defective theological education which is 
given in England. Another was, that Church of England Chris- 
tians have but little feeling for the public weal of the Church, — 
they are content to go on doing as much good as they can in their 
own little orbit, but never do anything for reforming the Church. 
I think this want of public spirit in the Christian commonwealth 
is owing to the same cause as want of public spirit under despotic 
monarchies ; an Englishman has no more share, and consequently 
no more interest, in i>romoting the well-being of his Church, than 
a Russian has in promoting the well-being of his country, whereas 
a Scotchman takes a lively interest in both, because he is ac- 
customed to take an active part in the affairs of the spiritual as well 
as the temporal community. I had the pleasure of shaking hands 
with all the converts when they took leave. 

Sunday, December 27th. — Heard a little of Mr. M*Kairs discourse 
— he is just come out as a minister of the Free Church here. 

Monday, December 28th. — Being very anxious to see something 
of the Muharram (the Muhammadan festival in remembrance of 
Hasan and Hoseyn, the two sons of Ali), I borrowed Julia's chariot, 
and stiirted about tliree o'clock alone, taking Jacob on the box to 
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interpret for me. C. was too busy with preparations for our d&k 
journey to come with me, but you will see what exploits I perform 
when I take a frisk by myself. I often wish for you, my darling 
L. and £., when there is a huge vacant place in the carriage, but 
especially when I go upon any expedition, (took my sketch-book 
with me, and we had not gone far before weTeirin with divers 
nondescript looking camels of wood with human faces and turbans, 
their bodies painted orange ; they represent the camels on which 
Iloseyn fled — but it was only by the force of genius and erudition 
united that I found out they were meant for camels at all. Dr. 
Welsh took them for ostriches ? 13y the by the Persians call the 
ostrich " shutr-murgh or camel-fowl." There were also divers little 
towers about eight feet high, very prettily adorned and painted, 
in each of which a silver hand is placed. It represents the hand 
of Hasan which was cut off when he was slain. I stopped to draw 
one of tliese, and then a camel stopped to be drawn — I will send 
you these " pleasing images." A few annas made the bearer of 
the said monster quite happy — in fact, the natives seem to take 
special delight in being drawn, and as soon as they perceive tliat 
you are sketching, keep quite still till you have done. 

We drove slowly through the Baz4r, which is nothing more nor 
less than streets full of shops, Bazdr meaning simply market or 
High-street These streets are extremely picturesque, the houses 
l>eing generally of one story, very low, with far projecting pent 
house-sheds along the whole front which is open to the street I 
never saw so populous a neighbourhood as this — every little shop 
has half a dozen persons in it — I drew two shops — ^in front of one 
was a boy winding thread by holding the skein over his knees, 
llius, after many stoppages, I reached good Dr. Duff's house, paid 
them a short visit, and saw their daughter who is just arrived 
from Scotland, a nice frank girl of sixteen. I then drove on to 
Miss Laiug's, which is near — found her walking in the verandah 
after the labours of the day, and sat there with her. I told her of 
the great benefit we had derived from homoeopathy, and found her 
quite ready to a^lopt a system that has already benefited her so 
much. I saw two of the younger children, a little merry Jewess 
called Tobah (Mercy), and another child about three years old, 
whom Miss Laing took on learning that her father, a civilian in 
high station, was about to allow her to be taken away and brought 
up by the mother, a Muhammadan. He has never made the 
slightest inquiry about her! 

On our way home wo stopped to see numerous towers, and also 
to buy sweetmeats in the BiizAr — I send you some siigar-))lums I 
got there ; they sell them in little cups made of leaves ; the natives 
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generally eat off plantain leaves, as thoy are thus secure from the 
danger of eating off a plate which has been used by a man of 
lower cnsto. I was very much amused with my cx|M3dition, and 
tlie servants seemed delighted to have a lady who was so curious, 
for they looked at each particular tower with as much interest as 
if they had never seen one before, and came to tell me the expense 
of each. One cost eight, another twelve Rupees, and the groups 
of white robed Muhammadans anxiously watcliing tlie completion 
of the towers were very picturesnue. 

Krishna Mohan Baner)6a and his wife dined here in the evening. 
She, sad to say, was in the European dross, which is always 
unbecoming to a native. He wore a handsome shawl and the 
usual native dress with the addition of trousers and boots. The 
lower part of his face is very like that of Napoleon. lie is a man 
of great talent and energy, but I was not so much pleased with 
him and his wife as with the converts I had previously seen. 
There was nothing like the same simplicity. Mrs. Banerjca, as 
she calls herself on her visiting cards, imitates the European lady, 
and by adopting the European dress and customs she is as much 
cut off from all influence over her country-women as if she were 
the wife of any other Padre Sihib — very different from the 

rsition taken up by Rose. I do not know if she has any schools, 
did not know that Krishna was a convert of Dr. Duff's, and 
baptized by him, though not educated, in the Assembly's Institu- 
tion, but during Dr. Duff's absence was prevailed on to join the 
Church of England, of which he is now a clergyman, with a church 
and parsonage of his own. At one time he superintended Sil's 
College, founded by a rich Hindu. He is now publishing, under 
the auspices of Mr. Cameron and the Council of Education, an 
"Encyclopedia Bengalensis," consisting of articles original and 
selected in English and Bengali. The third volume, which I am 
to take up to Lord Hardinge, contains Arnold's Account of the 
second Punic War, Aphorisms from Plutarch, and other talcs and 
bits of information. Mr. Cameron says it has done a good deal in 
awakening the native mind. 

Krishna spoke slightingly of the conversions of Krishhaghar, 
but at the same time very cautiously. He attributed the exagge- 
rated accounts to the necessity of creating a sensation at home at 
public meetings in order to raise money 1 C. having mentioned 
the state of the German Churches, Krishna remarked that "it 
only showed the necessity of Episcopacy." He did this with such 
an evident conviction of the perfect agreement of his hearers in the 
proposition he enunciated that it was with difficulty I could 
preserve a decent gravity of expression, especially as C, who was 
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ignorant of his history, immediately opened his batteries upon him, 
and spake warmly anent the Free Kirk, ending by promising him 
a copy of Baptist Noel's " Case of the Church of ScoUand." 
Krishna was very cautious, and seemed to think '* least said sunest 
mended." 

Tuesday, December 29th. — Crowds of people surrounded the 
tank opposite our house the whole morning, throwing the figures 
of camels into it, this being the last day of the Muharram. 

Thursday, December Slst.— I drove to Alipur to call on .two 
ladies ; the road is very pretty, and the houses the mo^t agreeable 
I have seen, quite in the country, and very handsome. In the 
evening kind Captain and Mrs. Henning came for me, and I. had a 
pleasant drive >vith theui. C went to hear the Preparation Sermon 
at Union Chapel. 

New Year's-day, 1847. — ^We had been (as ^very one else was) 
invited to a ball at Government Ilouse, and, alter divers cogi tuitions, 
agreed that it was best not to go, but not to say. anything about 
it, as good reasons are lost upon some people. 

At midnight, we heard the salute announcing the New Year, 
and prayed for a blessing on each other, and on those dear to us. 
The next morning breakfasted early, and drove to Union Chapel 
(taking Jacob with us), where every new year's day there is a 
truly catholic Communion, in which all tlie Missionaries, of every 
denomination (except the Church of England), and any other 
Christians who wish to do so, join in celebrating their Redeemer's 
Feast. We wore in the front row, close to the communion-table, 
Mr. MacDonald of the Free Church was just finishing the prayer ; 
Mr. Lacroix, a Swiss Presbyterian, of the London Missionary 
Society, then preached a very animated, simple, but most touching 
sermon, on ** Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words 
shall not pass away." He spoke of the certainty of God's promises, 
the sureness of salvation contrasted with the transitoriness of all 
things earthly, and ended by saying, " A few more years may see 
a congregation met within these walls for the same purpose that 
we are ; but another minister will occupy the pulpit, and of all 
now present every one will have passed away to the Judgment 
Seat of God," — and then prayed that it might be only to enter into 
the inner Sanctuary, to dwell with the Lamb for ever and ever. 
A young minister, of the Scotch Establishment, Mr. Henderson, 
prayed with great fervour, so did a venerable American Baptist 
Missionary. Mr. l^oaz, the minister of the Chapel (an Independent), 
made a most toucJiing address before the delivery of the bread, and 
another before that of the wine, on *^This do in remembrance of 
me." The first was on remembering what Christ has done for us ; 
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the second, on remembering what we afe bound to do for him, 
Mr. Ewart of the Free Kirk was one of those who distributed the 
Elements. We all sat still in oar places, and the bread, cut in 
little pieces, was handed round. After the service, we sang the 
hymn, ** Once again before we part.*' Mr. Boas afterwards uiook 
hands with both of us, and gave us back the communion cards to 
keep in remembrance of tlio day.' I cannot tell you how affecting 
a service it was. 

We drove to the Wylies — a most fit house to visit after such a 
service. We found Mr. Hawkins, the excellent Christian judge, 
there, and also a young man belonging to the Exchange (a kind 
of largo shop), who was trcate<l with as much kindness and respect 
as the man in high office beside him. This is one feature which 
distinguishes the Christians in Calcutta, that their houses and 
society are open to all who appear to be truly Christian people, 
although their station in life may be an humble one. Mrs. W.'s 
darling little boy came and tried to pull off my gloves, to show he 
wished me to stay. He is one of the sweetest children I ever saw, 
and as independent of servants as any child born at home. Mrs. 
Wylie told me that Mr. Lacroix has been here for the last twenty 
years, and is the most accepUible Missionary of any to the natives. 
Not long since he went to Europe for two or three years, and was 
very useful in stirring up an interest in missions in England, Scot- 
land, France, and Switzerland. He brought several young men 
from Geneva with him, one of whom has married his eldest 
daughter. They are settled at a village near Alipur, where the 
young Missionary's wife is most useful. She has a school under 
ner care for native girls, and speaking Bengali like a native chives 
her great opportunities of doing good. They say it is beautiful to 
hear her pray with her pupils. 

Mrs. Wylie was most intimate with Mrs. Wilson, and gave me 
the same account, as every one else has done, of the sad state of decay 
into which her school has fallen. Mrs. Wilson was admirably 
qualified as an instructress; her dignity of manner and her gentle- 
ness were invaluable gifts. All the villagers of the place (about 
nine miles from Calcutta), looked to the Mem Suhib for advice, 
hflp, medicine, assistance of every kind. Her school included 
about. 200 girls, and prospered in every way. She gave them such 
an education as charity children receive in England, comprising 
reading, writing, work, and a thorough knowledge of Scripture. 
Their mode of life was such as is common to the ])Oore8t. In the 
midst of her usefulness she left the Church of England and joined 
the Plymouth brethren, and Archdeacon Dealtry thought it 
impossible to let her remain. Other teachers have since been 
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appointed in her room, but thoy have been wholly inefRcient, and 
the number of pupils haa dwindled down to thirteen. Some have 
run away, many have married the so-called converts of Krishna- 
ffhar, men who had been baptized simply on expressing a wish to 
be so, and whose Christianity consists in nothing but a renuncia- 
tion of idolatry, so that their poor young wives have walked miles 
to see Mrs. Wilson and to tell her, with bitter weeping, that thoir 
huHbanda were hardly Ohriiitiunti even in pi-ufoshiun. One did nut 
even know who Jesus was I I would by no means have you tliink 
tliat all tlie Krishnaghar converts were of this sort, but too many 
of them were sa Such is tlie bad management of the school that 
even the docile Bengali girls have become wholly insubordinate. 
Mrs. Wylie gave me an interesting account of a visit which Mrs. 
Wilson )uud in tlioir company to the scene of her former labours. 
They went in a boat, and arrived at a time when the little girls 
were bathing. No sooner did they recogniie Mrs. Wilson Uian 
tliey rushed mto the water as far as they could to meet her, and 
when she lauded they hung about her with the most touching 
marks of afiection. On arriving at the school, Mrs. Wilson seati-d 
herself in tlie midst of them, and began to tell them how grieved 
she was at the accounts she had heard of their behaviour. One 
little head alter another sunk within tlie folds of their ohaddalis 
(veils), and soon there was not a dry eye among them. 

Mni. Wylie told ua of a remarkable convenion which took plnco 
here. A young man, of tlio name of Hay, was extremely wiki, 
and wholly ignorant of religion. A horse of his having won a 
race, he was known by the name of ^ Tel^raph Ilay." He was 
the son of Captain Ilay, who lost his 1^ in command of one of 
the East India Company's China ships^ when they beat off the 
French fleet In a wre^ing match with a man who owed him ill 
will^ the Utter injured him so much that he never recovervU from 
it While ill« he took up a book called *^ Letters frvui a FatWr to 
hia Son.* This made him think seriously ; but he s^K^ke u> no 
one of the slate of hia mind. He was ol>liged to gv> tv> Kur\^>c fiHr 
Lis health, ami meditated deeply on tlMe«> thin^; l»ut >kuhv»ut 
knowing what he wanted^ or having anv cle«r views on the »ulh\r^ 
until th« first sermoft he heard firotu lir. Ciode seetued like a tU$h 
of lightning to illuminate his mind. It showed him at o«kv what 
he B«ed^ and the remedy ibr his need ; and he becatuke a tKw 
creature in Christ Jestis^ lie returtted to lifediak. and 9%> Md and 
open was h« in proclaiming the truths that his okl ac^uaintattcvs 
thottght him mad. liis health grad^feaUy d^'liiKxl^ bui hiev ^Ui 
ittcivttMd. He becanM too weak to movev aiKJl was K4d that ftviu 
heD^&>nh he mi«t keep to hia rootuu Thte laal aoW 1m» >ftrvU) Mr. 
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Wylie was just before he was taken there for the last time, telling 
him, with a kind of iojful indifference, that he was ** just going up 
stairs to die.*^ lie hngered about three weeks more, and then feu 
asleep in Jesus, full of joy, hope, and love. 

I must not forget to tell you that one of the young converts I 
met at the Wylies' (a Brahman), owed his conversion to the death 
of a fellow scholar, who was brought out to the Gh&t (as the cus- 
tom is) to breathe his last He called his companions to him, and 
said, '* Do not do as I have done : I have believed in Christ, but 
have been ashamed to confess Him before men." This dying 
admonition was blessed to the young hearer; and may we not 
hope that the dying confession of the weak believer was a sign 
that he too was one of the fold of Christ ? We took leave of 
these dear friends, for such we felt them to be. 

Saturday, January 2nd, 1847. — We all went to Sir Lawrence 
Peel's bre^fast. Lunched in the garden; about 300 people 
there ; left about six. The gardens are very pretty, and abound in 
a beautiful shrub which is common enough here, called Poinsettia. 
The leaves are large and long, not unlike those of the chesnut, but \ 
of a brilliant crimson. Two of Tippii Sahib's great-grandsons | 
were there, ugly, mean-looking men, with bad expression. / 

The houses in Calcutta are remarkably fine, with flat roofe. 
Almost every bed-room has a bath-room attached, which is paved, 
and rows of chattis (earthen pitchers), full of water, are placed 
there for pouring over oneself. The natives seem to be incessantly 
bathing. Little conduits run along most of the large streets, and 
there they are pouring water over themselves from morning till 
night; but they do it very decently, never wholly unclothed. 
None but women of low caste are ever seen in the streets : some 
of them wear rings in their noses. The native hackney coaches 
are very droll. There is generally a servant gravely seated, cross- 
legffed, on the top. The bearers, who are all Hindus, and who, in 
a family, perform most of the functions of housemaids, such as 
making the beds, dusting the furniture, tS^c, generally wear their 
hair long, and turned up d la Chinoise, with a knot behind. The 
common bearers have their heads bare ; but those in service wear 
a white turban with their queer little knot projecting beneath it. 
1 believe bearers are cniplovod in ladies' apartinentA and l)ed- 
rooms only in Calcutta ; I have never heard of its being done 
elsewhere. All over India many ladies are guilty of great care- 
lessness in dress, to call it by no worse name, appeanng before 
their servants and strangers in flannel dressing-gowns, and even less 
decorous garments. /But nowhere are these evil practices carried 
to such a disgraceful extent as in Calcutta^) There, ladies will give 
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appointed in her room, but they have been "wholly inefficient, and 
the number of pupils has dwindled down to thirteen. Some have 
run away, many have married the so-called converts of Krishna- 
ghar, men who had been baptized simply on expressing a wish to 
be so, and whose Christianity consists in nothing but a renuncia- 
tion of idolatry, so that their poor young wives have walked miles 
to see Mrs. Wilson and to tell her, with bitter weeping, that their 
husbands were hardly Christians even in jirofcssion. One did not 
even know who Jesus was ! I would by no means have you think 
that all the Krishnaghar converts were of this sort, but too many 
of them were so. Such is the bad management of the school that 
even the docile Benguli girls have become wholly insubordinate. 
Mrs. Wylie gave me an interesting account of a visit which Mrs. 
Wilson paid in their company to the scene of her former labours. 
They went in a boat, and arrived at a time when the little girls 
were bathing. No sooner did they recognize Mrs. Wilson 3ian 
they rushed into the water as far as they could to meet her, and 
when she landed they hung about her with the most touching 
marks of affection. On arriving at the school, Mrs. Wilson seated 
herself in the midst of them, and began to tell them how grieved 
she was at the accounts she had heard of their behaviour. One 
little head after another sunk within the fokls of their chaddahs 
(veils), and soon there was not a dry eye among them. 

Mrs. Wylie told us of a remarkable conversion which took place 
hero. A young man, of the name of Hay, was extremely wild, 
and wholly ignorant of religion. A horse of his having won a 
race, he was Known by the name of ** Telegraph Hay." He was 
the son of Captain Hay, who lost his leg in command of one of 
the East India Company's China ships, when they beat off the 
French fleet. In a wrestling match with a man who owed him ill 
will, the latter injured him so much that he never recovered from 
it. While ill, he took up a book called " Letters from a Father to 
his Son." This made him think seriously ; but he spoke to no 
one of the state of his mind. He was obliged to go to Europe f(jr 
his health, and meditated deeply on these things ; but without 
knowing what he wanted, or having any clear views on the subject, 
until the first sermon he heard from Mr. Close seemed like a flash 
of lightning to illuminate his mind. It showed him at once what 
he needed, and the remedy for his need ; and he became a uqw 
creature in Christ Jesus. He returned to India, and so bold and 
open was he in proclaiming the truth, that his old acquaintances 
thought him mad. His health giadually declined, but his faith 
increased. He became too weak to move, and was told that from 
henceforth he must keep to his room. The last note he wrote Mr. 
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Wylio was just before he was taken there for the last time, telling 
him, with a kind of joyful indifference, that he was ** just going up 
stairs to die.*' He lingered about three weeks more, and then fell 
asleep in Jesus, full of joy, hope, and love. 

I must not forget to tell you that one of the young converts I 
met at the Wylies' (a Brahman), owed his conversion to the death 
of a fellow scholar, who was brought out to the Gh&t (as the cus- 
tom is) to breathe his last He called his companions to him, and 
said, '* Do not do as I have done : I have believed in Christ, but 
have been ashamed to confess Him before men." This dyiqg 
admonition was blessed to the young hearer; and may we not 
hope that the dying confession of the weak believer was a sign 
that he too was one of the fold of Christ f We took leave of 
these dear friends, for such we felt them to be. 

Saturday, January 2nd, 1847. — We all went to Sir Lawrence 
Peel's breakfast Lunched in the garden; about 300 people 
there ; left about six. The gardens are very pretty, and abound in 
a beautiful shrub which is common enough here, called Poinsettia. 
The leaves are large and long, not unlike those of the chesnut, but \ 
of a brilliant crimson. Two of Tippu Sahib's great-grandsons | 
were there, ugly, moan-lookiug men, with bad expression. / 

The houses in Calcutta are remarkably fine, with flat roofs. 
Almost every bed-room has a bath-room attached, which is paved, 
and rows of chattis (earthen pitchers), full of water, are placed 
there for pouring over oneself. The natives seem to be incessantly 
bathing. Little conduits run along most of the large streets, and 
there they are pouring water over themselves from morning till 
night; but tliey do it very decently, never wholly unclothed. 
None but women of low caste are ever seen in the streets : some 
of them wear rings in their noses. The native hackney coaches 
are very droll. There is generally a servant gravely seated, cross- 
legged, on the top. The bearers, who are all Hindus, and who, in 
a family, perform most of the functions of housemaids, such as 
making the beds, dusting the furniture, tS^c, generally wear their 
hair long, and turned up d la Chinoise^ with a knot behind. The 
common bearers have their heads bare ; but those in service wear 
a white turban with their queer little knot projecting beneath it 
1 believe bearers are employed in ladies' apartments and bed- 
rooms only in Calcutta ; I have never heard of its being done 
elsewhere. All over India many ladies are guilty of great care- 
lessness in dress, to call it by no worse name, appeanug before 
their servants and strangers in flannel dressing-gowns, and even less 
decorous garments. /But nowhere are these evil practices carried 
to such a disgraceful extent as in Calcutta^) There, ladies will give 
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audience to half-a-dozen men servants in their sleeping apartments 
the moment they have risen. And I have even known an instance 
of a young and handsome woman dressing and undressing in the 
presence of the tailors, with as little scruple as if they had been 
old women. 

Sunday, January Srd. — ^We went to the Free Church, where the 
Communion was administered. Mr. MacDonald's sermon I could 
not hear, although seats had been most kindly kept for us close to 
the top of the table. I heard, however, Mr. MacDonald's excellent 
address on *' Occupy till I come." He said we were to occupy the 
station in which God placed us, whatever it might be, but to 
occupy it^r Him, Neither the attainment of riches, nor of pro- 
motion, were to be our objects. God would provide as much of 
these things as was good for us. Our object must be to glorify 
Him in all things. It was a very profitable address; and the 
simple and scriptural manner of breaking the bread, and dividing 
it among ourselves, and passing the cup from one to the other, 
pleased me more than ever. Jacob, the native converts, and at 
least two native Christian women, joined in this holy ordinance. 

C. then left me at Miss Laing's, as I was anxious to spend the 
rest of the day with her. I had much delightful conversation 
with her. We .dined at about three o'clock, and the two youngest 
children with us. The orphans cook, as well as do everything 
else for themselves ; and the few servants Miss Laing is obliged to 
have for herself, are wholly separated from them. She told me 
the children were remarkably docile, punishment rarely necessary ; 
the three little Jewesses giving more trouble than all the rest put 
together — wilfulness, perversity, and obstinacy being prominent 
characteristics in tbem, though in many ways they are very attrac- 
tive children. <Bhe says the greatest difficulty with the native 
children is from their habits of deceit I asked her about the 
kind of education she intended to give them. She said as high a 
one as they are capable ot She teaches them everything they 
are able to learn ; and hopes that some of them will turn out 
clever and highly educated women.^ Mr. Ewart came about four 
o'clock, and delivered an exposition on a chapter in Acts. This 
he or one of the other Missionaries does every Sabbath, as the girls 
have no other means of hearing preaching, it being im})OS8ible for 
them to walk through the streets to church. 

I was quite touched by the manner in which Miss Laing 
expressed ner obligation for the interest I took in the school ; she 
said so few cared for it When she first came out, many people 
to whom she had letters of introduction called on her ; but, finding 
them mere worldly people, she refused their invitation. One lady 
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speaking of her said, " Poor thing, I wish very much to be kind to 
her, but I am afraid she might bow to me on the course." Another 
entreated her to come and live with her, saying, she could not 
bear her to live in such a mean way. Lady Colauhoun of Rossie 
behaved like a mother to her before she left Scotland. 

Miss Lainff said she had anticipated many trials, but had never 
thought of £at of having to attend the death-beds, and make the 
arrangements for the funerals of the children under her care. In 
five years she has lost three. One, an infant, who could just repeat 
a little hymn, and say a little prayer ; the other gave good hopes 
of her salvation ; but the most touching yet comfortable death of 
all was that of Charlotte Green, the little girl Dr. Duff told us of 
about a month ago. Miss Laing at first declined taking her, but 
on examining her own reasons, feared that she had done so mainly 
because the child was very unprepossessing. She therefore went 
down stairs, and finding the old woman who had brought her still 
waiting, she took the poor little thing, who was then about five 
years old. From the day she was admitted she was a truthful, 
quiet, intelligent child, who learned with great facility, but was by 
no means " demonstrative." She had an attack of dysentery, and 
when recovering, insisted on being always present at family wor- 
ship, though too weak to stand. Afler her recovery. Miss Laing) 
one day said to her, as she was passing through the room, '* Char4 
lotto 1 do you know that you are a sinner ?" She stopped, burstV 
into tears, and answered, ** Oh yes, I am a great sinner. I pray 
to Jesus to take away my sins." Miss Laing thought this might f 
only be the repetition of an idea which she had been taught, but f 
she was astpnished at the emotion, so unusual in a native. ^Some 
time after, she one day left her class, and two or three of her com- 
panions soon came to Miss Laing, saying, ^ Ma'am, will you go to 
Charlotte — she says she is going to Jesus." Miss Laing found her 
on her bed : she seized the hand of her kind instructress, and said, 
"Oh I love you so much, for you have led me to Jesust^'-^ From 
that time she sank rapidly from a return of her former complaint : 
all her expressions were full of hope and joy; no person entered 
the room without her urging them in the most solemn manner to 
seek salvation in Christ. Miss Laing never left her, but repeated 
and read the numberless passages of scripture she asked for, until, 
without a sigh, her happy spirit fled away to be for ever with the 
Lord. Dr. Duff has written an account of this glorious death-bed 
from Miss Laing's notes. 

Just afterwards. Miss Laing was seized with violent erysipelas 
in the head, so that for nine davs she could never lie down, the 
pain was so intense* Diuing this severe suffering she felt, as it 
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were, upborne bj a strength not her own, so. that she wondered at 
the peace she enjoyed. Her own expression was, that she felt like 
a creature with wings. While walking up and down in the night, 
she often overheard some of the elder girls praying for her. At 
length she was enabled to lie down, and resting on her forehead 
she fell asleep ; she was awoke by a voice crying, ^ Oh ma'am here 
are drunken men in the house I" The stupid Darwdn (gate- 
keeper) had been off his ^ard, and two Europeans had marched 
into the house, and up toner very room, but the servants soon put 
them out She recovered, although dreadfully reduced by the 
medicid treatment. 

She spoke of the impropriety of permitting bearers to attend 
little girls in all respects like nurses^ which many ladies are guilty 
of. After tea the children came in for family worship ; they each 
read a verse by turns in the first chapter of John, and I was greatly 
pleased with Miss Laing's method of questioning them on it — 
they answered admirably. They then repeated texts, sang a hymn, 
and Miss Laing offered up an earnest, simple prayer. We then 
took an affectionate leave of each other. 

January 4th. — Breakfasted with Dr. Duff; found a young widow 
there on her way to England ; she lost her husband at Firozshahar, 
and has two small children ; she seemed truly a Christian, and our 
hearts ached for her. 

C. could not afford the time, but Dr. Duff offered to take me 
with his daughter to Baranagar, where an examination of the 
Branch School was to be held. On our way he showed us the 
new Mission Ilouse, and buildings for converts, now just on the 
point of occupation, and pointed out the Old Institution, which 
was full of scholars, his former house, and the trees which he 
himself had planted. We also pissed the Leper Asylum, where 
these unfortunate people have a maintenance on, condition of not 
going out of the compound ; and the Mahratta ditch, made to 
defend Calcutta from those dreaded invaders. We had a very 
pretty drive, Baranagar itself is a sequestered rural spot, like an 
illustration in ** Paul and Virginia." 

Mr. Smith, the missionary, lives in a very pretty one-storied 
native house, with a tank before it, and the school is a thatched 
bamboo Bangalow, close by. There are about 200 pupils. Mahendra 
once taught there. They have at present an excellent half-i;asto 
Christian master, and a very clever Hindu teacher, brought up at 
the AHHcmbly's Inslitutidn. MrH. Hutton, the wife of the g(>o<l 
English cinipiuiu at Diiniduni, (who, on the St^iplos ol>juct*ng to 
the English baptismal service, himself brought a Free Church 
Missionary to baptize their child, and was present at the holy 
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ordinance,) was the only other lady present; but Dr. Clark of 
Dumdum, Mr. Kwart, and Mr. McKail wore there, and all examined 
the boys. They answered extremely well in mental arithmetic, 

feography, lloman and English history, geometry, and scripture 
istory, &c The eldest class read and explained a long passage, 
taken at random, from *' Paradise Lost,'' book second, describing 
Satan's flight. Dr. Duff asked what was meant by Satan putting 
on his wings. One answered, '* he put them into practice" (mean- 
ing use). This was the only mistake that I remember. On 
English history, Mr. Ewart asked about the civil wars, and then 
inquired which was best, war or peace f — ^they all answered ** peace," 
with ffreat zeal. ^r. Ewart observed, *' there miffht be some just 
wars *, adding, a suppose an enemy were to burst into this country, 
plundering and destroying every thing, would you not fight?" 
** No, no," said they. Mr. Ewart, who is a very fine powerful man, 
and gives one the idea of being full of manly determination and 
courage, was so astonished that he paused for a moment, and then 
said, ** but would you not fight for your homes/ your own families ?" 
"No," said they, "the Bengalis would not fight — they are all 
cowards." I am not quite sure if he asked whether they them- 
selves would not fight, or if their countrymen would not do so ; 
but the answer was as above ; and Mr. Ewart remained dumb and 
amazed. This made me think that patriotism seldom if ever exists 
in those (unless they are true Chnstian8)j¥hp are mucSihadva^^ 
coheir country naen, because they despise, their own people, instead 
of taking a pride in belonging to tnem: tliis^'idea wtfUldjEll]^ 
patriotism in gensr&l with S niige portion of vanify and selfexalla- 
tion. We are patriotic, generally, because we think our own 
nation the best of all nations, and ourselves honoured by belonging 
to it; but if we perceive it to be inferior, we gladly cut the, tie 
which binds us to it, unless Grace fills the heart with such 
patriotism as that of Paul. / 

After the examination, -Dr. Duff asked me to distribute the 
prizes (which consisted chiefiy of books used in the classes). He 
said it would put a new idea into the boys' heads, to receive them 
from the hands of a lady. I accordingly took my seat at the head 
of the table, and delivered the book to each scholar as he was 
brought to me. Most of the elder boys made a graceful bow of 
acknowledgment, but many of the others had to be called back, 
and vigorously reminded to make salam ; and then some made it 
to Mr. Smith, and not to me. The costume was much more varied 
and picturesque than at the Parent Institution : some of the lads 
had shawls, chains, and other fineries, but none of those painted 
marks on the forehead which are often called " marks of caste," 
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^ut which are, in reality, marks of the idol whose votary the 
(vearer is. > 

We then went to see the lower class, writing: each boy sits on 
his own little mat, with a reed in his hand, and the leaf on which 
he writes lying on his left palm. After resting a little at Mr. 
Smith's house, we drove home. The Kulin Brahmans of Bengal 
are divided into the five following famili^: — Banerji, Chatteiji, 
Mukaji, Ganguli, and Gosal : one ot tlie senior pupils at Baranagur, 
with whose appearance I was much struck (a Oanguli), has since 
been baptized. One of the things which impressed me most at the 
examination at Baranagar, was the perfect knowledge displayed by 
the scholars of all the doctrines on which they were questioned, 
especially the cardinal point of justification, which they explained 
in the clearest manner. They expressed their belief in all they 
said, and spoke decideidly against idolatry; but all this is, with 
most of them, only the religion of the head : it sets before one in 
a strong light th€» difference between intellectual conviction and 
heart conversion, the work of men and the work of the Spirit. 
How many, hearers of the Gospel, how many children of religious 
famili^ are., in the sam^ condition as these . poor boys, with a 
perfect, form, of godliness without the power thereof. These 
Hindus .would, doubtless profess the Gospel, and attend regularly 
on the means of grace, if there were nothing to be lost by so doing. 
At home, where there is so much less difficulty in confessing 
Christ before men, there is far greater danger of men deceiving 
themselves, by fancying they are Christians when they are not. 

Dr. Dufi'gave me a most interesting account of good Dr. Carey*s 
death. He was, with him a short time previously, when he was in 
perfect health. The last sheet of his '^Bengdli Testament" was 
Drought in. He burst out into thanksgiving, saying, with tears, 
he had prayed to be permitted to finish that work before he was 
summoned nence, and that he was now ready to deport. After this 
he began gradually to decline, an4 the next time Dr. Duff visited 
him with his loved colleague, Dr. Marshman, he was very near 
death, very feeble, and just gliding away from earth. Dr. Duff 
reminded him of the circumstance of their last interview, and added 
tliat, he thought if any man could use the language of St. Paul — 
^ I have fought a good fight," <fec, it was Dr. Carey. The venera- 
ble man raised himself up in bed, and said, ^* Oh no, I dare not use 
such very strong language as that, but I have a strong hope, strong 
hope^ repeating it uiree times with the greatest energy and fer- 
vour : he fell back exhausted, and when a little revived his friends 
took their leave. As they were going, he called, ** Brother Marsh- 
man." On Dr. Marshman returning, he said, " You will preach 
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my funeral sermon, and let the text be, ' By grace ye are saved.' ^ 
As Dr. Duff observed, the humility yet confidence of this aged 
saint were very beautiful. After lunching with these kind friends, 
who would hardly let me go, I was obliged to say farewell to them, 
and returned home about four. I found C. and Mr. Cameron try- 
ing the new gun-cotton : it makes scarcely any smoke, hardly soils 
the barrel, and is nearly three times as. strong as gunpowder. We 
are to take some to Lord Hardinge; Major Johnstone, the Conite 
de Blacas, and Comte de Nicolay, and one or two more dinod 
with us. 

A letter arrived the other day from Akbar Eh&n, tenderly re- 
proaching my husband for not having ffiven him news of liis 
health ; he must have heard of our arrival instantly, and written at 
once. 

The substance of the letter from Akbar Eh&n to Captain Mao- 
kenzie is as follows. The compliments, which are very elaborate, 
are omitted, it being scarcely possible to translate tliem. 

"Most Affbotionatk Fribnd, 

" Up to the month of Shuwall, through God's mercy, the kii^g- 
dom of Kabul was in such a state as to be thankful to God. 

" I assure you that my future conduct will never be such as to 
create an impression on your mind against our friendship and alli- 
ance. In every re8|>oct you may keep your mind comfortable, for 
nothing will be wanting on my part to please you. 

" As I am always anxious to hear from you, it is of course a 
matter of regret, that, notwithstanding the existing friendship be- 
tween us, I may not be informed of the circumstances and good 
news of my friends, nor I be asked to declare my own ; this being 
a failure on your part, strikes me in mind now and then. 

*' I feel, however, much pleasure and comfort in learning verbally 
the welfare of my friends, through Moortuza Shah, who was lately 
here, as messenger from the Governor-General's agent With a 
view to perpetuate mutual friendship and alliance, I have penned 
this note of affection, and hope that, relying upon my friendship, 
you will always do the same." 

As the last injunction he ffave, on sending the hostages and cap- 
tives to Bami&n, was to cut Die throats of all who could not march ; 
and as he knew full well that my husband was, from extreme illness, 
incapable of walking a hundred yards, you may judge how far thia 
loving epistle accords with such a parting benediction. His inten- 
tion in writing was to endeavour, tbrough the medium of my hus« 



56 LEAVE CALCUTTA. 

bandy to establish a good understanding with the British Govem* 
ment 

Wednesday, January 6th, 1847. — Packed. Two Jews came to 
see Jacob ; Abraham Joseph was one, and the other was the former 
Rabbi, Ishak, the father of little Tobah. About two we took leave 
of our friends. I like M. extremely ; J. is one of the most generous 
dispositions imaginable, and her husband a beautiful natural cha- 
racter, so full of information, so gentle, and bo tlioroughly gentle- 
inanly. 

We stopped at Spence's Hotel to pick up Miss M. and take 
leave of the kind Hennings, and then proceeded to Barrackpiir. 
This day five years C. left the cantonments at E&biil with our ill- 
fated force. What a different journey, as he himself remarked, is 
he now beginning I May God grant us grace to be morethanldul 
for His unmerited mercies. 
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BarrackpiSr. — ^PftUds. — ^P&Ikigdris. — Bsnghy Bsrd&ra. — Chonki Trees. — ^Bun* 
galows. — ^Afgh&ns. — ^TravelliDg. — ^R^mahil Hilla — Ghi^yes. — ^Her Ma- 
jesty's 98th.— Tigers.— Crooked Answers. — ^Amirs of SinA — ^AkMr's 
Loiter.— 8<)ii River. — ^Native Huntsman.- Ben&res. — Raja of Yizigdpa- 
tam. — Count Goertz. — ^I'he Kurg Rajali. — Gun Cotton. — RAni's Orna- 
ments. — Elephants. — City of Ben&res. — Great Temple. — ^Moek. — ^Min&rs. 
— Observatory. — My 4. — ^The Ghdt — Hindu House. — Brocades. — Nip&- 
lese. — SattArA RajA. — Jewels. — Free School. — Girls* School. — Examina- 
tion rapers.~Nip&Icse Sirddrs.— Sattdra Rfinia—Review. — Leave Bendres. 
— ^Allahabad. — School — Mourning Bride. — Cawnpore. — ^Mission SchooL 
— A Sikh. — Costume. — ^Mainpilri. • 

Wednesday, January 6th, 1847. — ^After leaving Calcutta, the 
drive to Barrackptir was very pleasant, a lon^ fine road bordered 
by magnificent trees. The first thing 1 remarked was a blacksmith 
shoeing a horse, sitting with the hoof in his lap. On one side we 
saw an elephant feeding before a cottage, and on the other two 
men passed mounted on a camel ; so tliat we already began to 
meet with Orientalisms. On arriving at Gyretty Gh4t, we crossed 
the river, the coachman accompanying us, and looking very pic- 
turesque in his scarlet dress and queer little forked beard, which he 
washed, divided in the middle, and then turned up like a pair of 
moustaches. We were a Ions time in packing the palki and palkigari ; 
and had brought so many things that we were obliged to give away 
divers pillows, &c., which crowded us. The palki is like a long 
box or a portable berth for a steamer, cushions at one end, for one's 
head, a little shelf and drawers above one^s feet, and a net above 
that for oranges, Ac. — two bearers at each end of it, supporting it 
on their shoulders. When the sun was hot, we unrolled a white 
cover which projected about a foot on each side of the rdbf^ and 
kept oflf much of the glare. There are sliding doors by which you 
can completely close the palki : a reading-lamp at the back of 
one's head, pockets, musquito-curtains, and everything ta make one 
comfortable. The carriage is much the same, only larger, and on 
four wheels, which are all of the same height. Inside it is like a 
vis-&-vis, with a square cushion which fits between the two seats, and 
turns into a bed ; and, as it is on good carriage springs, the motion 
is much easier than that of the palki. Miss M. had eleven men, 
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t. e., bearers, who relieve each other ; two men carrying pit&rdhg, 
and*one torchman. We had fifteen men ; ten to push and drag 
the carriage, four to cany pitdr4bs, and one torchbearer. The 
latter fed his torch every now and then with oil which he poured 
out of a buniboo, siiaped like a quill toothpick. The l)earers wear 
very little clothing, only a, piece of cloth skilfully wrapped round 
their bodies, and a sheet, which serves for cloak by night and turban 
by day. 

While waiting, an old man came out of a cottage opposite, to 
pick something in his garden, by lamp liffht. His figure, with the 
flickering light on it, and the group near him preparing their even- 
ing meal, as usual, outside the little dwelling, which was shadod 
by fine old trees, formed a perfect night piece ; and no less scenic 
was the figure of the masalchi (torchbearer), running along in his 
wlute drapery, or illuminating a whole group by the vivid blaze of 
his torch when we stopped to change bearers. 

Each station is called a chouki, literally ^ seat.'' Does not this 
indicate the difference between the active European, who stands at 
his post, and the oriental who sits at it ? By-the-by, I was much 
struck by the Sepahis at Barrackpiir ; they are very fine men, and 
make most graceful salutes. They only wear uniforms when on 
duty. The lines where they live are rows of mud huts. The popu- 
lation near Calcutta is very dense. The scenery was for a long 
time pretty, and English- looking, being flat and well wooded. We 
passed numbers of noble banians, the most magnificent of all trees. 
we had a lovely night, and slept well. Whenever we woke there 
was something to see or hear ; sometimes a jackal prowling near, 
sometimes the merry chatter of the bearers, sometimes the wild, 
but not unmusical, shout in chorus, by which they give notice of 
their arrival at the chouki. Each man gets about eight pie (that 
is a penny) a mile, and generally sixpence to a whole set for each 
stage, which is about eight or ten miles, as bakshish ; but 0. gives 
them double. 

To lay a dak, you apply to the postmaster so many days before, 
and he makes arrangements with the post-oflices up the country. 
You pay the whole sum at once into his hands, and find the bearers 
waiting for you ; and of course have to pay if yoii detain them 
beyond a certain time. We started about half past five p.m. : the 
night was most lovely. At Memuri was the first bungalow we had 
seen. All the dak bungdlows are fac similes of each other. They 
are one-storied buildings with verandahs, with two sets of ajiart- 
ments, each containing one large room, with one or two cane bed- 
steads, a smaller room, and bath-room with earthen pitchers full of 
water, of which we availed ourselves largely. At Mem4ri we took 
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some milk and chapitis (larffe tbin cakes of flour and water like 
bannocks), and proceeded to Bard^an, wbere we stopped for dinner. 
£a(*.b traveller or party pays one rupee for the use of tbe bungd- 
low for any period not exceeding twenty-four hours. A butler, 
bearer, and sweeper are attached to each. The curry seemed to us 
the best we had eaten. The roads are made of broken bricks ; 
and, further on, of konkar, a natural composition of day and 
sand. 

Early on Friday, January 8th, we saw five A%h4n8 on camels, 
to whom 0. saluted in Pushtu, the most harsh and guttural lan- 
guage you ever heard. It sounds to me like Welsh. We came to 
a small wood where a herd of buffaloes were feeding, and bought 
some of their milk, which with plum-cake made an excellent 
breakfast; the beautiful snow-white paddy-birds, attending as 
usual on the buffaloes, Icloked like good spirits watching evil 
genii. Our 'road lay for some distance through a jungle ; we 
crossed two chain bridge^ one of them spanning a river, which 
at this season is, as L. might say, made up of islands. The coun- 
try then became very barren, with only one or two trees here and 
there. We saw many two-wheeled carts of most primitive con* 
struction, drawn by oxen, and some of the curious native carriages 
like a rude throne and canopy, on two wheels. In one of them 
this morning was a Muhammadan woman, veiled ; her lord and 
master, who was sitting at the edge of the vehicle, gave her a jea* 
lous poke with his elbow as an admonition to wrap herself up more 
closely, as we approached. He must have looked with horror at 
me walking along, like an Irishwoman, in my night-Cap I The 
dress of the bearers seems to diminish, and certainly one's ideas 
of necessary clothing are becoming woefully contracted. 

I exchanged with Miss M. and went in the palki, so that I ar- 
rived at Assingole Bungal6w about two, and became rather anxious 
at the non-arrival of the palk g4ri, when a note from my husband 
told me thoy had stopped to get something done to it With the 
help of a vocabulary I ordered curry and rice, and Uie Ehans4raan 
told C. afterwards that ** I looked into a little book, and spoke cer- 
tain words :^ — they are very auick at understanding. The bearers 
toM tne that the palkiglri had something the matter with its 
w1kk*1r, and was a long wa^ off, but was coming, entirely by signs ; 
in fact the proper use of one's forefinger is equivalent to a tolerable 
knowledge of the language. The Bungalows and servants are all 
beautifully clean, and we got very good curry, milk, eggs, and 
chnpUis, so that the hardships of a traveller in Italy or Switzerr 
land are much greater than in India ; they generally charge one' 
rupee for our meal. • We carry tea and sugar, biscuits, jam, cold 
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meat, and a little bread with us. We left at half-past five, and had 
to cross a nallah nearly dry at this season, the road very bad, and 
the country very barren ; the women carry heavy loads, and seem 
to work very hard in the field. 

The next morning, January 9th, eaw some beautiful hills (the 
Dacity hills) on the right, and the still finer Rajmahal range beyond. 
The people are a finer race than the Bengalis. We entered the 
great Purwati jungle, about twenty-four miles in length, which 
abounds in tigers, who have destroyed several persons within the 
last year, but the jungle has now been cleared to some distance on 
each side of the road, so that it is not so dangerous as it was, at 
least by day. We asked if the gentlemen near did not go into 
the jungle to shoot the tigers. They. said "No; the forest was 
under the protection of the Goddess Parwatti, and she had as yet 
given no ' hukm' (i. e. order) that the' tigers should be destroyed." 
Col. Sleeman relates that the Hindus believe that when a tiger has 
once killed a man he becomes much more dangerous, for the spirit 
of his victim sits on his head, and guidea him to his prey. . 

In one of the villages we saw a suni4si, or religious mendicant, 
with sc-anty garments, shaggy locks and beard, gravely blessing 
the people. The picture of St Paul, the Hermit, and St Antony, 
are perfect suniasis. We passed some more Afghans of the 
Low4ni tribe, taking their frugal meal under a tree ; they are all 

going to Calcutta to fetch merchandize, their camels having no 
urdens at present, save a little fruit, such as pistacho nuts. The 
Afgh&ns are square and strong, with bushy beards, some brown or 
reddish, but mostly black, and ruddy complexions, or what appear 
such by the side of the natives. Some spoke Hindustani, but most 
Persian; one square-built Qhiljye stood stock still, with a most 
wondering stare, on perceiving me. When C, who was walking, 
came up, he offered him some plum cake, which he happened to 
be carrying in a sandwich-box. The Ghiljye modestly intended 
taking a little piece, but C. put a huge slice into his hand : he 
broke a mouthful, tasted it very slowly, and then cried, with a kind 
of pleased astonishment, " It is very good T' and hastened after 
his companions to share it with them : they had been six months 
on their way from Kabul About the middle of the day we reached 
the camp of H.M.'s 08th, at the foot of the Rajm&hdl Hills. The 
white tents, the groups of natives with bullocks, a woman bringing 
hay on her head, the European soldiers generally within their tents, 
all formed a pretty picture. G. went over to Colonel CampbelPs, 
who apologized for not coming out to see me, as he was not dressed, 
but he invited us to stay and dine at the mess, which we were 
unable to do. The roaa was very bad, and our progress, so slow 
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that it was fortunate the beauty of the scenery, especially the fine 
and varied forms of the wooded hills, prevented it from being 
tedious. We saw a group of travellers bathing, and some lovely 
red lilies in the water. A little child about two years old, at one 
of the choukis, diverted me much ; its only fi^rment was wrapped 
round its head, and fell like a mantle behmd its shoulders. Its 
hands were folded with the decent gravity of a lady abbess over 
its little plump body, but the moment it saw me looking at it, 
it dropped its head, turned, and walked off in such a funny little 
fit of shyness as much diverted the lookers-on. ' t 

I forgot to mention that on Thursday morning we saw some huge 
apes among the crops ; these creatiires are held sacredj and no one 
molests them. A whole crowd of young boys rushed out from a 
little village to help us over a nallah, and so bad was the road that 
between "Top Chakki to Dumri, we were five hours in going seven[ 
miles. C. questioned a trooper appointed to guard Uie road, as 
the K61es, an aboriginal tribe, who inhabit all the neighbouring 
hills, are notorious marauders. He said they still committed oc- 
casional robberies, ^ but no murders, since by the favourable des- 
tiny of the S&hib L<Sg (lordly people), some of them had been 
hanged r 

' We found one-half of the Bungalow at Dumri occupied by 
Captain and Mrs. 6. ; six or seven cockatoes and other parrots-^ 
they are marching. We arrived about dusk, and started again 
directly after dinner, as it was a dangerous part of the jungle on 
account of timers, and the road very bad. I had been startled out 
of my sleep by a most unearthly sound like a tiger's roar, but as 
the hearers did not hear it, they may have tnade it themselves, as 
they be^iled the way with such a combination of shouts, screams, 
and yells, as never before were heard. I sat up and spied out for 
tigers a good part of the night, until I became so sleepy that as the 
tiger did not choose to come, I resolved not to keep awake for him 
any longer. I suppose this is the way one gets callous to any dan- 
ger—one cannot go on feeling excited about it ' ' 

Instead of arriving at Barm, where we had arranged to pass the 
Sabbath, at one o'clock a. m., on Sunday morning, we did not get 
there until one, p. m. The view of the hills at dawn this morning 
was lovely, and the scenery continued beautiful the whole day. 
C. overheard some Palkis behind us, and asked our bearers if there 
were not two of them. They answered with the most subservient 
phraseology — "If it be your Lordship's pleasure;" which he trans- 
lated, " Your Excellency's whim ; " which is indeed the meaning 
of it — " there shall be two Pallds, or three, or even fourP It is 
difficult to get a decided answer on any subject, for every native is 
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accustomed to answer according to what he suj^KMesto ])e th^ 
whim of his superior, .For instance, a fine young traveller whom 
O. invited to join us, and who. gladly did so as a protection against 
timers, was walking, on as cheerily as possible on Monday morning, 
alter having marched about thirty-two miles, with his sword slung 
by a handkerchief over his left shoulder, and a little red ba^ held 
daintily between; his. finger and . thumb. : He is the confidential 
servant of .a neighbouring Raja, who gives him five rupees a month, 
and was goin^ to visit his family, about two miles off the high 
road. He told us.<all his family were alive, and the bag con- 
tained a great number of bracelets of various colours, which are 
only to be had at the place he was coming from, and which he 
WHS taking to his female relatives^ G. asked; him if he was tired, 
r—he said, ^Not a bit." G. remarked that he was a strong young 
fellow. I He looked much gratified, and answered, — "By your 
Lordship's permission, I am a strong young fellow.** He willingly 
accepted some tracts; so did a poor !Brahm&n| whom we saw, yefrf 
terday morning on his way to Jagarn4th — he was sick, so we gave 
him a homeopathic dose, which he gladly took, 
... Miss M. arrived first at Sheregotti-r-just as we were entering, a 
poor M4li or gardener brought us a nazzar of fruit. A nazzar is 
a present of: fruit from an inferior to a superior, which is accepted 
by touching it, and then repaid by a present in money. 

On reaching the Bungalow, I was astonished to see my husband 
shaking hands with two very portly men in white whom I took for 
Jews. Miss M. came to tell me they were some of the Amirs of 
Sind, and that Dr. Oolman, who is in medical charge of them, had 
vacated his apartments for us, and pressed her to eat his breakfast. 
Not satisfied with this, he sent his servants, tea equipage, and pro^ 
visions for our use, so that an excellent repast was prepared for us 
as if by magic ; and I remarked that the very pat of butter which 
was placed ready for his breakfast when we entered, was sent back 
untouched for ours. The Amirs sent me a present of oranges, and 
said they were cominff to pay me a visit after breakfast We, 
therefore, dressed and breakfasted, during which a small fibh bone 
stuck in my throat;* whereupon the grave old Khems&man said 
afiectionately to G. — ^* If the child (biabd) will eat some dry rice, 
the bone will go down.** ' So I swallowed the dry rice and the 
affront to my dignity, as a " mem sahib,** together. 

0. wished me to find some little present for the Amirs. I pro- 
duced a Scotch pebble necklace and brooch, and a pair of small 
amethyst earrings; we then.' arranged seats for the whole party 
some on chairs and some on the bed, and the three Amirs enterecL 
I shook. hands with eadi, and begged Dr. 0. to express our pleasure 
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in^ seeing them/t^ur great Bympathy in their- Ynisfortunes, «nd our 
hope of better times for them. • This highest in rank Amir Mu- 
hammad Kh&n, of T4Ipur/i6 verr handsome, with rnoble features 
and expression. They are all full of intelligenbe, and spend their 
time in writing ^afad reading.: They have very fine heads, but their 
figures Bin spoilt' by extreme corpulence, which they cherish both 
as <a bejiuty and as a mark of digfaity, and will, tl^erefore, neyer 
i4de on horseback (except in hunting, of which. they are yery fond), 
from fear of becominff Uiin. They are not tall, but poweriul men^ 
and wear caps like' tubes closed at the top, with thick wavy glossy 
hair,)>arted in the naiddle,and turned back over the ears. I asked 
them about their families^ and found that Muhammad '£[h4n was 
engaged but not married. He Was to have been married in about 
a fortnight, when the last battle took place. He is About twenty- 
six, and his brother twenty, although he looks like a man- between 
forty and fifty. 0. waisso 'surpris^ at hearing his age, he 'could 
hardly forbear laughing. The other prince. Amir Shah Muham^ 
mad, is a relative of theirs, and brother to the 6ne' whd is now 
hiding in Mult&n. • They had heard that C was to be appointed 
Political Agent in Mult&n, and were therefore^ yery anxious to 
speak to him regarding their kinsinan. I asked Dr. C. what 'credit 
was to be attached to the' report, of which we had heard nothing. 
He said natives had queer wiays of obtaining information^ Amir 
Shah Muhammad Khan has a melancholy expression, and is much 
thinner than the others ; he is about twenty-eight,' and has left' his 
wife in Sind. ' They have been living at Hazuribagh, and are now 
on a little tour to'Bendres. 

I ofiered the necklace- to Muhammad Kh&n for his intended 
bride, whom he expcictsto join'him, the brooch to Shah Muham- 
mad for his wife, and the earrings to the fat T&r Muhammad, 
as an : encouragement' to him to' marry; - The idea ^seemed to 
divert him * extremely. The ' chief Amir held out his hand to his 
kinsmen, to examine th^ir presents, and then made me a speech^ 
saying, that his gratitude was not trahsitory, but would last as long 
as his life, 'and quoted a Persian verse to this effect : — ^ I have 
made a Covenant with my beloved friends, ihisii our friendship shall 
last while the soul remains in the body," — this was quite in the 
style of Canning's heroine — *' a sudden thought strikes me, let us 
swear eternal fnendship.** So here. I am, Uie sworn friend of a 
Sind Amir. ' I had a strong inclination to laugh, but it would have 
been monstrous to have done so ; so I expressed the gratification I 
really felt at their reception of! a small mark of kindness. 

It would be difficult to give you an idea of their high bred 
odurteous manner. I asked them for their autographs, which they 
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accustomed to answer according to what he supposes to ])e th^ 
whim of his superior. iFor instance, a fine young traveller whom 
O. invited to join us, and who. gladly did so as a protection against 
timers, was : walking, on as cheerily as possible on Monday morning, 
alter having marched about thirty-two miles, with his sword slung 
by a handkerchief over his left shoulder, and a little red bag held 
daintily between; his. finger and thumb.: He is the confidential 
servant of .a neighbouring Raja, who gives him five rupees a month, 
and was^oin^ to visit his &mily, about two miles off the high 
road. aQ told us.<all his family were alive, and the bag con- 
tained a great number of bracelets of various colours, y^hich are 
only to be had at the place he was coming from, and which he 
WHS taking to his female relatives^ C. asked: him if he was tired, 
•r-he said, ^ Not a bitV G. remarked that he was a strong young 
fellow. I He : looked much gratified, and answered, — "By your 
Lordship's permission, lam a strong young fellow." He willingly 
accepted some tracts; so did a poor !Brahm&n| whom we saw, yea^ 
terday morning on his way to Jagarndth — he was sick, so we gave 
him a homeopathic dose, which he ffladly took, 
.., Miss M. arrived first at Sheregotti-r-just as we were entering, a 
poor M41i or gardener brought us a nazzar of fruit. A nazzar is 
a present of: fruit froraian interior to a superior, which is accepted 
by touching it, and then repaid by a present in money. 

On reaching the Bungalow, I was astonished to see my husband 
shaking hands with two very portly men in white whom I took for 
Jews. Miss M. came to tell me they were some of the Amirs of 
Sind, and that Dr. Coiman, who is in medical charge of them, had 
vacated his apartments for us, and pressed her, to eat his breakfast. 
Not satisfied with this, he sent his servants, tea equipage, and pro^ 
visions for our use, so that an excellent repast was prepared for us 
as if by magic ; and I remarked that the very pat of butter which 
was placed ready for his breakfast when we entered, was sent back 
untouched for ours. The Amirs sent me a present of oranges, and 
said they were cominff to pay me a visit after breakfast. We, 
therefore, dressed and breakfasted, during which a small fibh bone 
stuck in my throat;* whereupon the grave old Khems&man said 
affectionately to, C. — ^*If the child (babd) will eat some dry rice, 
the bone will go down." So I swallowed the dry rice and the 
affront to my dignity, as a ^' mem sahib," together. 

0. wished me to find some little present for the Amirs. I pro- 
duced a Scotch pebble necklace and brooch, and a pair of small 
amethyst earrings; we then- arranged seats for the whole party 
Bome on chairs and some on the bed, and the three Amirs entered* 
I shook. hands with each, and begged Dr. 0. to express our pleasure 
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in^ seeing them/t^iir great sympathy in their- misfortunes, and our 
hope of better times for them. • The highest in rank Amir Mu- 
hammad Kh&n, of T4Ipur,^ is verr handsome, with rnoble features 
and expression. They are all fulfof intelligenice, and spend their 
time in writing tafad reading.: They have very fine heads, but- their 
figures Bire spoilt! bjr extreme corpulence, which thev cherish both 
as a bejiuty and as a mark of digfaity, and will, tl^erefore, never 
i^ide on horseback (except in hunting, of which they ard very fond), 
Arom fear of becominff thin. They are not tall, but powerfol men^ 
and wear caps like' tubes closed at the top, with thick wavy glossy 
hair,)>arted in the middleyand turned back over the ears. I asked 
them about their families^ and found that Muhammad '£[h4n was 
engaged but not married. He Was to have been married in about 
a mrtnight, when the last battle took place. He is About twenty- 
six, and his brother twenty, although he looks like a man between 
forty and fifty. 0. waisso : surprised at hearing his age, he -could 
hardly forbear laughing. The other prince, Anur Shah Muham- 
mad, is a relative of theirs, and brother to the dne'whd is now 
hiding in Miilt&n. • Thev had heard that C^ was to be appointed 
Political Agent in Mult&n, and were therefore^ very anxious to 
speak to him regarding their kinsinan. I asked Dr. C. what 'credit 
was to be attached to the' report, of which we had heard nothing. 
He said natives had queer wiays of obtaining information^ Amur 
Shah Muhammad Khan has a melancholy expression, and is much 
thinner than tlie others; he is about twenty-eight,' and has left' his 
wife in Sind. ' They have been living at Hazuribagh, and are now 
on a little tour to'Ben&res. • 

I offered the necklbce' to Muhammad Eh&n for his intended 
bride, whom he expects- to join him, this brooch to Shah Muham- 
mad for his wife, and the earrings to the fat T&r Muhammad, 
as an : encouragement' to him to' marry; - The idea ^seemed to 
divert him * extremely * The ' chief Amir held out his hand to his 
kinsmen, to examine th^ir presents, and then made me a speech^ 
saying, that his gratitude was not trahsitory, but would last as long 
as his life, 'and quoted a Persian verse to this effect: — '*I have 
made a Covenant with my beloved friends, that our friendship shall 
last while the soul remains in the body," — this was quite in the 
style of Canning's heroine — ** a sudden thought strikes me, let us 
swear eternal friendship.** So here. I am, the sworn friend of a 
Sind Amir.' I had a strong inclination to laugh, but it would have 
been monstrovs to have done so ; so I expressed the gratification I 
really felt at their reception of! a small mark of kindness. 

It would be difficult to give you an idea of their high bred 
courteous manner. I asked them for their autographs, which they 
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each gave me, and in return requested mine, which I wrote oii 
three sheets of paper, and added one of those pretty little coloured 
wafers with our arms, the meaning of whiph Dr. G. expounded to 
them. They had had long conversations with my husband pre- 
viously, and were pleased at hearing that he and Qolonel Outram 
were friends. . We showed them Akbar Khan*8 letter, which the 
chief Amir ^ read in the melodious chaunting way used by the 
Arabs and Persians, stopping every now and then with his eyes and 
mouth beaming: With humour, at > some outrageously barefaced 
expression of affection from such a personage. 1 have seldom seen 
a finer or more expressive face, — >when quiet, it has a strong tinge 
of melancholy^ but lights up with feeling and wit, so as almost to 
tell you what he is saying before the Interpreter can repeat it. . . * 

They inquired about the. way to England,. which we showed 
them on a map, and also two little sketches I had . made of 
Madeira and Amsterdam, the only land we had seen on our weary 
voyage.- • ■...•..; _ . ^ •..••...-,•. 

The hospitable doctor made us stay to tiffin, and when we 
departed, two of the Amirs came out to see us off. They were 
all dressed in close-fitting jackets of red, green, or blacK, with 
gold lace, a flowing ** sark," with wide sleeves appearing beneath, 
and wide trousers. That generous girl. Miss M., wanted me to 
take a gold pencil case of hers to give them, instead of my own 
trinkets. ..:... 

' As we left Sheregotti, the wide, sandy plain, the mountains in 
the distance standing out in sharp relief from the rich glow of the 
evening sky, and one solitary green palm tree . in front, with the 
stately oxen slowly passing along, fojmed a lovely Eastern picture. 
Homer's epithet ** ox-eyed," is really a compliment no one would 
disdain. . < > 

* Our road still lay through a deep sandy plain, and. on Tuesday, 
Januarv 12th, 1847, we passed the S6n river: S6n means gold, 
which is'found in its sands. The said sands are three miles across. 
We took three pair- of bullocks to our light carriage. I believe 
this immense bed is sometimes full in the rainy season : as it was, 
we were three hours in traversing it We forded. one stream of 
150, and another of about 200 yards wide, and the refreshment of 
the breeze blowing over the< clear waters is indescribable, after the 
heat and glare of the sand. Carts with oxen, men and women 
with children on their hips and shoulders, were fording it likewise. 
At last we came to the main stream, where the carriage was pushed 
into, or rather on to a boat, covered with a platform of bainbooH 
and earth, in whic.h we were ferried over. . On a hir<i^e iahind or 
isthmus was a numerous caravan of pilgrims from iieudres, the 
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varied groups of persons in the gayeat tints, the pilgrim's colour, 
yellow, predominating: the e<][ually gaudy native palkis and 
carriages, with carts and oxen mtermixed, formed a picture like 
one of Horace Vernet's in the desert Some of the pilgrims were 
fording the river at a little distance, and many were waiting oil 
Uie shore where we landed. Our bearers resolved themselves into 
the very cube roots of men while on board : it is impossible to con- 
ceive the way in which they contract thefioselves into the smallest 
possible space. Most of the pilgrims were armed, and we after 
wards met many carrying the so-called holy water of the Ganges, 
in vases slung acroBS their shoulders on eacn end of a bamboo, and 
adorned with little red flags. We were hot and very weary, for it 
was very late when we reached Dedri Bung&low. The aloes 
between it and the riverHside were as dusty as if they had been 
shut up in a lumber-room for the last twenty years. 

Wednesday, January ISth. — ^This morning we stopped at Mohan- 
niah for dinner, and wrote our journals. A native huntsman came 
in to sell some teal : his gun was a very long matchlock, spliced 
together with bands of grass. There were delightful ^reen crops 
of wheat visible to-day, uiat refreshed our eyes ; and it has become 
so much cooler, that we find it difficult to keep ourselves warm at 
night We saw a flock of pretty long^tailed paroquets. We were 
now too far from Ben&res to arrive in anything like reasonable 
time this evening, so to avoid netting there at two in the morning, 
w'e halted again for a coup& of hours at Noubatpur, where we 
. took tea and then proceeded. About dawn we reached the Ganges, 
which we crossed in a wide boat like those on the S6n, and, i^r 
a long drive, arrived at Major Carpenter's house about seven 
o'clock. On our way we saw a man with his beard stained red 
with henna. 

Thursday, January 14th. — ^I sat with L. the whole day. The 
young Rajah of Vizigdpdtdm called : he is about twenty, and very 
handsome, (which he knows,) with a peach-like bloom on his 
cheeks which any woman might envy ; but he has a vacant 
expression, and will probably become very fat He has lately lost 
his father, who had livedln 6en4res for the last ten years, and the 
government has requested the young Rajah to return to his domi- 
nions, and manage as much of his own affairs as they have left in 
his power. He has been very carefully brought up by an English 
tutor: speaks English' perfectly. His mother, a very beautiful 
woman, lived at enmHv with her husband, and even separated 
from him. The old Rajah caused his own <ieath by starving him- 
self for fifteen days to cure a boil. When the Rani found that 
her husband was dying, she came with a yoimg cousin, a very 
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handsome girl, to Major C. one morning at dawn, to entreat him 
to reconcile her to the Rajah, on account of the disgrace it would 
be to her should he die before this was done. He went with them 
in the same carriage (a thing unheard oQ but the poor prince was 
insensible. The liani has become a Bairdgin or religious devotee ; 
the word expresses one who is without passions. She cannot leave 
the holy city, has laid aside all her jewels, and sees no one but her 
son and her female attendants. The young Rajah came to-day to 
get money to marry the said cousin, who is betrothed to a native 
prince. He wore a close-fitting shawl dress (chapkan — ^much like 
the Afghan garb), wide trousers of cloth of gold, and a peculiar 
cap of silver, like a Greek cap, worn only by his family. He drove 
away in a buggy I A Rajah m a buggy I He is a first-rate billiard 
player. 

A very pleasing youn^ German, Count von Goertz of Hesse 
Cassel, arrived this mortimg, and, late in the evening, Count de 
Blacas and Count Nicolay, the two French Carlist gentlemen we 
met at Calcutta. Count de Blacas (son of the Duke de Blacas, the 
faithful adheri3nt of Henri V.) appeared to have much of the quiet 
self-possession and retentie of a true gentleman ; Count Nicolay is 
more lively, and & thorough Frenchman. I believe they are wan- 
dering about the world pour se desennuyer — ^bourgeois France being 
an worthy of their presence. They are all lodged in tents, as were 
ultto Miss M. and Marina D. 

Friday, January 15th. — I drove to hear the band : they seeme!! 
to play with precision, but without feeling, like foreigners reading 
a language they do not understand. After dinner, C. produced 
some gun cotton, just as the Kurg Rajah arrived. He is a small 
man, with an aquiline nose, and was dressed in straw-coloured 
satin, with a small muslin turban on his head, and a magpiiificent 
necklace of emeralds and pearls : he greeted my husband with a 
degree of cordiality which rather surprised me, considering that 
their first acquaintance was at the taking of Kurg. As soon as 
he was seated we proceeded with our experiments, and I exploded 
a little bit of cotton on the palm of his hand. He had kindly 
brought thei jewels of the Rdni to show me, and he came with us 
into the drawing-room, where he dressed Marina's head with them 
in. a style which made us suspect he was in the habit of dressing 
his wife, so artistic were his proceedings. There was a most 
queenly head ornament, consisting of a band of jewels, from which 
rose a diamond star, several other bands of g6ld and jewels depend- 
ing over the back of the head, with strings and tassels of pearls 
and emeralds for mixing with the hair which hangs down the 
back ; magnificent pearl earrings, and no less tlian four collars and 
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necklaces put on one over the other, a splendid zone of gold, set 
with diamonds, emeralds, and rubies, and equally fine bracelets 
and armlets. His own state ornaments consisted of a double row 
of the finest pearls supporting a large emerald, which was the 
most valuable of all. The Ilajah is a very polite, but reserved 
man, and feels his downfall very much. Major C. asked him to 
accompany us to-morrow morning to the city, as we require a great 
many elephants for so large a party. 

Saturday, January 16th, 1847. — ^We started soon after gun-fire 
(dawn), and drove to the city, where we mounted the elephants. 
Major C. and I were on one belonging to one of the Delhi royal 
family, with a silver howdah ; but the pad worn into holes, a 
curious contrast M. M. de Blacas and de Nicolay were on a pad, 
a kind of saddle. The Kurg Rajah had a hunting* howdah, in 
which, though it is contrary to etiquette for natives of rank to 
have any one with them on an elephant, he took Count von Goertz, 
and my husband occupied the seat behind him ; and, such was the 
Rajah^s politeness, that he wanted to take that place himself. The 
two young ladies went together ; and we picked up Mr. Sandberg, 
one of the German missionaries, and Mr. Mackay, who is at the 
head of the Church Missionary School, and mounted them on a 
spare elephant with a pad. The elephant is made to kneel, and 
the rider mounts by a ladder ; the huge creature then raises him- 
self on his fore legs, and you are thrown backwards : he then 
raises his hind legs, and you are thrown forwards, as if you were 
riding on a huge wave of the sea. When once mounted, the 
motion is very easy, and the height placed us on a level with the 
first stories of the houses, so mat I spied into the rooms, and 
c^urious little pigeon-holes most of them were. 
• We were attended by three sawars (horsemen) belonging to the 
agency, and divers men on foot preceded us, clearing the way. 
One of them in a very gaudy dress of blue and yellow, with a 
criolson turban, and sword in hand, in the service of one of the 
princes who lent us the elephants, was the most perfect specimen 
of a Beh&dering official I have yet seen. Beh4dering is an iqdis- 
pensable Word to express the demeanour of many men and horses 
m this country. It means consequential, swaggering, and theatri- 
cal, with a great afiectation of dignity ; and implies that the man 
or horse in question is in gorgeous array and making a fuss. ' In 
its proper sense the word is a title, and is applied to iany gallant 
soldier. Thus, Haider Ali is always spoken of in the Carnatic as 
Haider Bahadar. The sawars (of whom I have since sketched 
one) were very picturesque, clothed in green and scarlet with their 
long spears in hand. The streets are so narroW| that there was 
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just room enough for one elephant to pass. I wish I could give 
you an adequate idea of the picturesqueness of our whole morning 
tour. The shops are mostly under arcades, with curiously carved 
pillars, painted, as are many of the houses, deep red. Some of 
these dwellings are very fine, with handsomely carved balconies ; 
and, wedgtid m among the houses, are numerous small temples and 
shrines called Shewallahs, built and endowed by any one who has 
a devotion for a particular idol, as a liomanist would do for his 
patron saint The elephants stopped, we descended, and, walking 
along a very narrow passage, we found ourselves in a small oblong 
hall, with vaulted rooi^ open at the top, supported by pillars on all 
sides, and approached by three or four steps. A curious shaped 
stone was in the centre, on which crowds were successively pouring 
water and throwing flowers and grains of. rice; this was tbe 
. Temple and Altar of Malm Deo, the chief Ood of Bendrcs, who, 
in philosophical language, Mr. Mackay told us, represents the 
fecundity of nature. But here, as everywhere; what to the learned 
is an abstraction, to the unlearned is a bond fide individual idol. 
Many fine young sepdhis, in their ordinary dress, but easily known 
by their carriage and height^ were bringing their ofltering of grains 
of rice and drops of water. Some old Braiimans met us and 
showed us everything with the greatest obsequiousness. They 
brought us wreaths of strongly-scented while and yellow flowers, 
which, however, I carefully avoided putting on my neck, thinking 
it might look like a homage to the Shditan of the place. I, there- 
fore, put it on my arm ; but a Brahman soon came and took it 
away, lest one of the s^red oxen, who were marching about the 
temple, should snatch it, and poke me at the same time. On the 
right band side was a small dark apartment, containing a silver 
tank offered by some Rajah to this shrine. The devout prince 
filled it with rupees, gold mohars, and precious stones to an im- 
mense amount It is under the protection of the agency. . 

The name of this temple (which is the most venerated in 
Bendrcs) is Bisseshwdr or Visseshwdr. Crossing the little court, 
which was very splashy from the quantity of libations poured out, 
we ascended a very narrow staircase, up which no stout person 
could go, to what might be called the leads of the temple. Here 
were three quadrilateral domes close together, which are being 
gilded from money left by Ranjit Sing. Immense sums were sent 
with a portion of his ashes to various temples, and amongst others 
to this one. The temple is very small in comparison to European 
places of worship. On descending, we were led along a curious 
passage full of images and altars like the first (the whole having 
much the appearance of the entry to a museum of antiquities),-^ 
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to a weD in which, when the former tenipie was deseomted bj the 
If nhammadaiis under Anrangiels the god took refoge. It is sur- 
riMinded bj a railing, and offering of flowers, water, and rioe are 
oontinoally thrown down to protMtiate the heJpless dirinitj. llie 
odoor of sanctitj of Hindu Mytoologj is not more agreeable to 
the olfiictorj nerves than that of the Romish begging fratemitiee— 
80 we anicklj left the spot The Brahmans seem in no way di^ 
ferent m dress from their coantrymen, except that all of those in 
the temple had their heads and beards partially shared. Most of 
them wore red mantles. The remains of the former temple were 
▼ery fine; On its ruins Auranffieb built a mosque, which we pro- 
ceeded to Tisit ; and, coming from the idol temple, I felt a relief, 
and even an emotion of sympathy with the simple builditiff we 
entered, where, at least, there was nothing outward and yisiUe to 
dishonour the Most ffigh. Tlie only thinff which it contained was 
a raised place for the muUih to preach m>m. We went up one 
of the minarets, a toilsome undertaking, for which we were re- 
warded by a magnificent view of the stately river, the flat-roofed 
picturesque city interspersed with trees, and immediately beneath 
us flocks of the sacred blue pigeon, which always haunts a mosque, 
while divers pretty long-tailed parroquets had perched tliemsefves 
on the smaller pinnacles. This was the most thoroughly Eastern 
city I had yet beheld : after enjoying the view for some time, we 
descended, and went to see a curious observatory built by a Rajah 
learned in astronomy, Jai Sing by name. 

I was astonished to find we were admitted everywhere without 
the smallest difficulty. Mussulmans are not permitted to enter 
the Visseshw&r Temple ; but the Hindus acknowledge that our 
religion is very c^ood and true /or us, so they are as liberal as some 
members of parliament This observatory has a representation of 
the planetary system, which would astonish Sir John Herscbell. 
A huge block of stone in the centre of a circle represents tlie 
highest mountain in tlie world, the eartli itself is supposed to rest 
upon an elephant, which again rests upon a tortoise according to 
some, upon a serpent according to others. I begged to know upon 
what the tortoise stood. The pandit, who was our guide, said, 
'^ Oh, these are all mja (illusions). Everything is an illusion. 
Bramh is dreaming, and sees all these things in his dream. Ho 
sees you all coming here.** C* squeezed the pandit's little finger, 
and asked if that was an illusion. He said yos. He pinched him 
harder ; but, though he made a hideous grimace, at which tlio 
bystanders laughed, the imperturbable man still answered that it 
was all mya. 0. then said, ** K all is raya, how do you know that 
I am not the Braliman and you the Feringhi !" Some of the 
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just room enough for one elephant to pass. I wish I could give 
you an adequate idea of the picturesqueness of our whole morning 
tour. The shops are mostly under arcades, with curiously carved 
pillars, painted, as are many of the houses, deep red. Some of 
these dwellings are very fine, with handsomely carved balcouies ; 
and, wedged m among the houses, are numerous small temples and 
shrines called Shewallahs, huilt and endowed by any one who has 
a devotion ifor a particular idol, as a liomanist would do for his 
patron saint The elephants stopped, we descended, and, walking 
along a very narrow passage, we found ourselves in a small oblongr 
hall, with vaulted roo^ open at the top, supported by pillars on all 
sides, and approached by three or four steps. A curious shaped 
stone was in the centre, on which crowds were successively pouring 
water and throwing flowers and grains of. rice; this was tbe 
Temple and Altar of Malm Deo, the chief Ood of Bendres, who, 
in philosophical language, Mr. Mackay told us, represents the 
fecundity of nature. But here, as everywhere, what to the learned 
is an abstraction, to the unlearned is a bond fide individual idoL 
Many fine young sep&his, in their ordinary dress, but easily known 
by their carriage and height^ were bringing their ofltering of grains 
of rice and drops of water. Some old Bralimans met us and 
showed us everjrthing with the greatest obsequiousness. They 
brou£^lit us wreaths of strongly-scented while and yellow flowers, 
which, however, I carefully avoided putting on my neck, thinking 
it might look like a homage to the Shditan of the place. I, there- 
fore, put it on my arm ; but a Brahman soon came and took it 
away, lest one of the s^red oxen, who were marching about the 
temple, should snatch it, and poke me at the same time. On the 
right hand side was a small dark apartment, containing a silver 
tank oflered by some Rajah to this shrine. Tbe devout prince 
filled it with rupees, gold mohars, and precious stones to an im- 
mense amount It is under the protection of the agency. . 

The name of this temple (which is the most venerated in 
Bendres) is Bisseshwar or Visseshwdr. Crossing the little court, 
which was very splashy from the quantity of libations poured out, 
we ascended a very narrow staircase, up which no stout person 
could go, to what might be called the leads of the temple. Here 
were three quadrilateral domes dose together, which are being 
gilded from money left by Ranjit Sing. Immense sums were sent 
with a portion of his ashes to various temples, and amongst others 
to this one. The temple is very small in comparison to European 
places of worship. On descending, we were led along a curious 
passage full of images and altars like the first (the whole having 
much the appearance of the entry to a museum of antiquities),-^ 
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to a well in which, when the former temple was desecrated by the 
Muhammadans under Aurangzeb, the god took refuge. It is sur- 
rounded hj a railing, and oHorings of flowers, water, and rice are 
continually thrown down to propitiate the helpless divinity. The 
odour of sanctity of Hindu Mythology is not more agreeable to 
the ol&ctory nerves than that of the Komish begging fraternities — 
so we quickly left the spot. The Brahmans seem in no way dif- 
ferent m dress from their countrymen, except that all of those in 
the temple had their heads and beards partially shaved. Most of 
them wore red mantles. The remains of the former temple were 
very fine; On its ruins Auranffzeb built a mosque, which we pro- 
ceeded to visit ; and, coming ^om the idol temple, I felt a relief, 
and even an emotion of sympathy with the simple buildine we 
entered, where, at least, there was nothing outwani and visime to 
dishonour the Most High. Tlie only thing which it contained was 
a raised place for the muUdh to preach from. We went up one 
of the mmarets, a toilsome undertaking, for which we were re- 
warded by a magnificent view of the stately river, the flat-roofed 
picturesque city interspersed with trees, and immediately beneath 
us flocks of the sacred blue pigeon, which always haunts a mosque, 
while divers pretty long-tailod parroquets had perched themselves 
on the smaller pinnacles. This was the most thoroughly Eastern 
city I had yet beheld : after enjoying the view for some time, we 
descended, and went to see a curious observatory built by a Rajah 
learned in astronomy, Jai Sing by name. 

I was astonished to find we were admitted everywhere without 
the smallest difficulty. Mussulmans are not permitted to enter 
the Visseshwdr Temple ; but the Hindus acknowledge that our 
religion is very good and true /or u«, so they are as liberal as some 
members of parliament. This observatory has a representation of 
the planetary system, which would astonish Sir John HerschuU. 
A huge block of stone in the centre of a circle represents tlie 
highest mountain in Uie world, the earth itself is supposed to rest 
upon an elephant, which again rests upon a tortoise according to 
some, upon a serpent according to others. I begged to know upon 
what the tortoise stood. The pandit, who was our guide, said, 
'^ Oh, these are all mya (illusions). Everything is an illusion. 
Bramh is dreaming, and sees all these things in his dream. Ho 
sees you all coming here.** C* squeezed the pandit's little finger, 
and asked if that was an illusion. He said yes. He pinched him 
harder ; but, though he made a hideous grimace, at which tlio 
bystanders laughed, the imperturbable man still answered that it 
was all mya. C. then said, ** K all is mya, how do you know that 
I am not the Braliman and you the Feringhi !" Some of the 
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Bralunans teach this doctrine, others that everything is an ema-» 
nation from Brahm — gods, men, animals, and all are parts of him, 
and will be ultimately absorbed in his essence. How a part of 
Bramh (or, as they pronounce it, Brum) can do evil, they do not 
explain. The Hindu system is more one of philosophy than of 
rebgion: it professes to account for everything. The learned are 
all atheists, pantheists, or idealists, while the poorer say, as many 
gods so many religions ; and believe that a change of fashion 
in this matter occurs every now and then, when a new faith is 
revealed. ■ ■• > .:..„. 

We descended an immense pyramidical flight of steps to the 
river. The top of this ghat was overhung with trees ; and the 
groups of our numerous party were worth sketching as they stood 
on it. A fine boat, with two wooden horses at the bow, and many 
arm-chairs under an awnine, awaited us. It belonged to the Rajah 
of Bendres. The rowers all sat. on deck and pulled in (i curious 
fashion. No panorama was ever more striking than that which 
now passed before our eyes. The curious buildings, elaborately 
carved temples, the ghat on which dead bodies are burnt, the 
numerous and many-coloured groups of bathers, and even a part 
of the road which was to have been supported on arches, but has 
sunk into the water from the effectB of an earthquake, all added to 
the pictorial effect of the scene. 

On landing, we remounted our elephants, and the sun beginning 
to be felt, the indefatigable swordsman who rode behind me, and 
who had been running after me with an umbrella wherever I went, 
unfolded a superb chatta or parasol of velvet and gold, with a 
silver stick, which he held over my head. The shops were get- 
ting full. 

We went to a house considered one of the finest in Ben4res, 
but now rather dilapidated, the master of which conducted us over 
it It was of three stories, built around a small court with a bal- 
cony overlooking the same at each stonr ; the carving of the bal- 
cony and of the balustrades was beautiful. One side of the house, 
divided from the rest by the pardh (or veil), is appropriated to the 
women. Here no men enter but the master of die bouse (whose 
private apartments are within it), his sons and brothers. The 
women fled at our approach, but a group of merry girls and chil- 
dren filled up tlie window of the latticed partition, which divided 
off their share of the roo^ and gazed at us with much curiosity. 
In the hot weather the natives deep much on the roofs. We saw 
the state-room where visitors are received, and family ceremonies 
take place ; it is divided across the middle by a row of columns : 
none of the rooms were high. We next went to a very shabby 
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entrance in another house, up a narrow stair into a low room lit by 
a square opening in the roof like the apartments at Pompeii. This 
was the house of one of the richest manufacturers in Ben&res. 
Half of tlie room was rained one stop. Hero we sat while bales 
of the most magnificent gold and silver stufis, called kinkob, were 
unrolled before us. I do not suppose any European brocades equal 
^ them. They are used by the natives for trousers, but are almost 
' too heavy for any articles of European dress, unless it were for 
court trains. Some of the muslins spotted with gold, and muslin 
shawls and scar& with gold and silver borders, for about thirty 
ruiHses, were beautiful. MM. de Nicolay and de Blacas, having 
selected those which they wished to have brought to the house, 
the merchant offered us spices in a little silver saucer, and attd of 
roses, into which we each dipped a finger. Wo then remounted 
our elephants and soon rejoined the carriages, in which we drove 
home. 

On our way we met a party of Ghurka soldiers belonging to 
the Rajah of Nipal, who \b just arrived here. They were short, 
square men with a Chinese or Tartar look, high cheek bones, and 
small eyes : each wore a curious silver ornament in his turban, 
something like a heart with the point upwards. Mr. S., a young 
civilian, introduced to us by the Wylies, called. lie is the son of 
a Free Church minister at home, and bears a very high character ; 
we were much pleased with him. He positively refused to call on 
the chaplain here, a man of notoriously bad character, and who is 
a disgrace to the church who calls him her minister. It is quite 
refreshing to find any one who openly protests against scandalous 
conduct, for in this country virtue is generally content to walk arm 
in arm with vice. 

After tiffin, the Satdra R&jah came to pay a visit. He has lately 
been deposed by us, owing to a series of forgeries in his name, and 
has been condemned unheard. Many believe him perfectly inno- 
cent Major C. proclaims this boldly on all occasions, and conse- 
quently the Rajah is most grateful to him. My husband's opinion 
is, that the Rajah did enter into some prohibited intrigues, but by 
no means to the extent asserted by his enemies, and that both in 
our public and private dealings with the natives, even-handed 
justice requires that we should make the same allowance for deceit 
and intrigue in them that we do in Europe for an awkward man- 
ner, or an ill-shapen nose; the one is as naturalxand (while they 
continue heathen) as unavoidable as the other. We should take 
notice of none but overt acts and imminent treachery. 

The Diw&n brought a placard announcing a public meeting in 
London on the subject of Satdra ; and when Major C. spoke kindly 
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to the R&jali concerning it, the latter seized his arm, hugged and 
patted him. He is the representative of Siviiji, the great Mahratta 
conqueror ; he is a very small man, and was dressed in tight 
muslin trousers, and a short transparent muslin tunic ; slippers verj 
wide at the toes like those of Henry VHI., a pearl and emerald 
necklace, small white turban with earrings, ana a red spot on his 
forehead, showing that he had performed puja (worship) to Krishna 
that morning. He came on an elephant smoking his hQqa, and 
attended only by a few horsemen and marshalmen, but his Sawari or 
cortege was not thus to be left behind, and either following their 
own pleasure or* his instructions ariived soon after him, though 
Major 0. had begged him to dispense with their attendance, and 
make merely a private visit I was very glad to see them, as they 
passed the door, at which we stood. £very one belonging to the 
Kdjah was present ■ There were two or three small guns, then 
divers elephants bearing the different members of his dtmily, 
among^ them his adopted son, a little boy of perhaps ten years old, 
and his little grandchild, a girl of four. The Mahrattas are almost 
the only people who show their female children in public ; they 
also intermarry with Muhammadans, as the Rajputs did in 
Akbar's time. Then came a troop of horse, many of them dressed 
like guardsmen, with short red jackets and white trousers ; some 
with muskets, som^ with . lances, some on horses, some on 
ponies, some in one colour, some in another, carriages of all 
sorts, Palkigtiris, and even a child's carriage closed the procession ; 
in the midst of which appeared several of their once dreaded stan- 
dards, some foot soldiers, and military music, the predominant 
pai-t of which were the kettle-drums, which, as a symbol of sove- 
reignty, were beaten with redoubled fury as they passed their 
Prince. The Rdjah waved his hand, and an old man alighted 
from his horse, who, fixing his eyes on me (just as if I understood 
him), and raising his arm, began to shout the glories of Sivaj*, the 
founder of the Mahratta Monarchy. I looked very attentive, and 
after a time the Rdjah signed to the old bard to finish. 

On re-entering the house I asked my husband to tell the Rdjah 
how pleased I was with the Sawdri, and how much I admired his 
little granddiild, whereupon he asked me to come and see the 
Ran's. The Rdjah is a very excitable, vivacious, intelligent old 
man, very quick and active in all his movements, and incessantly 
eating some spices wrapped in green leaves (called Pan), which 
the natives are very fond of, and which stains the inside of the 
mouth a bright red. Count Nicolay showed him a revolving pis- 
tol with twenty barrels made at Vienna, and as he fitted caps on 
them and began to fire them off for the Rdjah's amusement, I went 
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to explain the cause of all this commotion to L. I thus lost the 
parting scene when the R4jah embraced my husband, and said he 
loved every one who belonged to Major C. 

A jeweller came in the afternoon with diamonds, pearls, and 
emeralds for sale ; the former are about one-tliird cheaper than in 
England, the pearls were rather hi^, fifty rupees for one the size 
of a pea. MM. de Nicolay and de Blacas left in the evenino;. 

Monday, January 18th. — ^We were up early and drove with Miss 
M. and Count Goertz to see the Free School, where the missionary, 
Mr. Sandberg, and the master, Mr. Mackay, met us. This school 
was founded by a Hindu upwards of twenty years ago, and placed 
under the Church Missionary Society. It has about 800 pupils, 
who learn Hindustani, Persian, Sangskrit, Beng&li, or English, as 
they choose. We were first led round the school, which is held 
in one large hall ; in some of the classes I was astonished to see 
bearded men, fathers of families, as they told me. These were 
Brahmen who consider it honourable to continue always learning, 
even though '* never able to come to the truth." Ihe Engliui 
class was uien called forward, and read the third chapter of John. 
My husband questioned them on it ; they did not answer particu- 
larly well on doctrine, but when Mr Sandberd examined them, 
they showed an excellent knowledge of the facts of the Bible, and 
found out passages to prove particular points, such as the divinity 
of our Jjord, as well as any boys in England could have done. 
They then answered very satisfactorily in Roman and English history, 
and in mathematics; during which time I cross-examined Mr. 
Mackay as to the method of teaching and its results. Until lately 
he was single-handed in the work. All the boys read the New 
Testament, and religious instruction is given them almost entirely 
by word of mouth. Those boys who do not learn English are 
taught almost everything in the same manner by short lectures, 
owing to the want of books in the native lan^ages. The main 
defect in this school seems to be, that so small a number of the 
pupils learn English, in which language Alone they could receive 
a thoroughly good education. All the Persian and Muhammadan 
books contain fierce attacks on Christianity, either in the 
preface or volume itself; the Persian scholars are, there- 
fore, the most inimical to Christianity, and are incapable of 
reading works of a different tendency, from their ignorance of 
the English. Mr. Sandberg gives lectures in Urdu, which I found 
to be identical with Hindustani (Urdu means Camp), on the first 
principles of physical science, which are attended by numbers of 
people in the neighbourhood ; and all the boys have free access 
to the library of English books, of which many gladly avail them- 

4 
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selreB. Not one convdlrsion has ever taken place in this school, 
though some who have been impressed with the truth thev have 
heard there, have afterwards professed themselves Christians in 
other places. 

Benares offers peculiar obstacles to anv who wish to become 
converts, the city being the sacred capital of Hinduism and the 
very focus of fanaticism. The firat four boys in the English class 
profess themselves convinced of the truth of Ohristiauity ; so did the 
teachers of the Hindustani class, the boys of which answered ex- 
tremely well on a chapter in the New Testament, but they go no 
further. Now this, be it remembered, is the state of mind of al- 
most all the pupils of the Free Church College in Calcutta, besides 
which they have an increasing band of converts. Where most 
fruit appears, there, I think, we may justly conclude is the best 
manner of sowing the seed. The missionaries showed us a curious 
Sangskrit MS^ with pictures of the Hindu deities. Bramh is the 
supreme god in a state of quiescence : Brdmdh, Vishnu, and Shiv4 
are emanations firom him, or rather, perhaps, impersonations of iiis 
different attributes. 

Leaving the school, we drove to Sigri, where Mr. Leupolt^ of 
the Church Missionary Society, is at the head of a male and female 
orphan school and Christian village formed thereupon. We visited 
both ; the boys did not answer very well, when questioned as to 
salvation by grace and not by works ; but this might be partly 
from shyness and from imperfect use of English, for they seemed 
very intelligent and appeared to understand my husband's explana- 
tion. They answered well in geography : and in the school-book 
of one of the elder pupils ('* Chambers on Physical Science"), I 
found a neat little paper book, in which was the definition, and 
sometimes the Hindustani translation of every difficult word in 
the part that he had read. They are taught carpet-making ; all 
they earn is their own, and as 6oon as they can support themselves 
they are allowed to marry ; they thus form a Christian village. 
A pretty church has just been built^ in which the Liturgy in Hm- 
dustani is read. 

We visited the carpet manufactory and the dyeing-rooms, and 
then went to Mr. Leupolt's to breakfast It was about half-past 
eleven, and we were so weak and tired we hardly knew what to 
do. Count Goertz was one of the worst. After breakfast and 
family prayers we went to see the girls' school ; they were at work, 
and do both plain work and knitting extremely well. The educa- 
tion consists of reading and working, religious instruction, and a 
little geography. This appears to be the prevalent system in most 
missions, except those of the Free Kirk. I think it a great mistake, 
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for in ihe present weak state of the church in India, every convert 
ought to be fitted as far as possible for conveying the knowledge 
of the Gospel to others. No one can deny that a bod v of Chris- 
tian women of disciplined minds, thoroughly acquamted with 
Christian doctrine and evidences, would do better service to God 
and the infant churches, both as wives, mothers, and neighbours, 
than Buch as can barely read and write. Mkhendra^s widow is an 
example of this ; she was an excellent teacher. Anna, the widow 
of Eoil&s, has now charge of a native class of day scholars under 
Miss Laing*B eye, and Marian, the senior pupil of Miss Lang's 
institution, who is now (1860) the wife of Jagadishwar, has opened 
a school at Bansberia, which, two months after, was attended by 
nineteen girls from four to ten yeard of age, and which she con- 
ducts without the aid of any one. On the whole, these schools at 
Ben&res are excellent institutions, and doubtless do much good, yet 
neither (and more especiallv the free school) is to be c^ora pared with 
the Assembly's college or Miss Laing's school in Calcutta. From 
the orphan school here, however, they have, we are told, already 
two or three catechists of talent and piety. 

Tuesday, January 19th. — One of Major C.'s Saw&s came to be 
sketched. I sat in the verandah and drew him. I found the hbrse 
80 difficult that he reminded me of the enfant difficile h bapteerf 
I forgot to tell you that story of Mr. Cameron's. A certain priedt 
in Canada, being somewhat intoxicated, could by no means find 
the proper place in the Missal, when called on to baptize a child. 
In vain he fumbled over the leaves, until at last, losing all patience, 
he cried, "t/e n^ai jamais vu un enfant si difficile a baptiserP 
Mr. Leupolt and Mr. Sandberg dined with us; the latter spoke 
very highly of Erishni Mohan B&miji, and though he confessed 
he thought a good deal of forms, denied that he was at all Pusey- 
istical. Mr. Leupolt is a very successful homoeopathist 

Wednesday, January 20th. — -Major C. came to ask me to draw a 
Nip&l Sird&r ; two were with him, and he wanted to get rid of 
one that he might have some private conversation with the other, 
for there has lately been a terrible massacre in Nip&l, about forty 
of (he chief nobles being slain in open Darbar. The Rajah denies 
that he had any hand in it ; and when C. told him he wai sove- 
reign of the country, and therefore responsible, he said he had lost 
his authority for a time. It seems the heir apparent is undutiful, 
and the R&ni, his father's wife, is jealous of him, and her faction 
murdered the nobles of his party. The youth I was led to draw 
is brother of Jung Bahddar, the present Prime Minister of Nip&l, 
and was art and part in the massacre. Eharrak Bahddar' is a 
finely-made young man, with beautifully-shaped arms and haiids; 
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"when in repose, his face had rather an indolent, sentimental expres- 
sioh ; but such a \irild eye ! just like a panther's. He wore a small 
brocade turban, with the usual heart or shield-shaped ornament in 
it made of gold, a scarlet jacket, with gold lace and epaulettes, the 
sleeves reaching only to a short distance above the elbow, and 
trimmed with dark fur, beneath which appeared the tight muslin 
sleeves of a kind of *'sark,*' reaching to his knee. lie had tight 
white silk trousers, white stockings and slippers, and a sword in his 
hand. 

C.'s b&bu translated my admiration of his dress, which seemed 
to please the youth not a little ; but had I known then of his evil 
deeds, I would not have said a word to him. Afterwards the old 
sidar came to be drawn, a fine sagacious old man, who, being 
^f the losing party, is not sure of his life from day to day, and 
whom Eharrak pahddar would be the first to attack. Maior C. 
has been trying to persuade him not to return to Nip41, but in 
vain. He wore a tunic of cloth of gold, and a white shirt-like 
thing underneath it, shawl trousers, no stockings, and a small white 
turban. His sword was a beautiful Khordsdn blade, the hilt finely 
worked in iron and inlaid with gold. 

After tiffin, 0. and I, Count Goertz, and the two young ladies, set 
forth on our visit to the Satt4r& R&nis ; the Rajah sent his own coach- 
man and Saises for us. We dressed ourselves in clear muslin morning 
dresses, not to appear dowdy by the side of the Ranis. We drove 
up to a house not nearly so handsome as Major 0.*s, and we three 
ladies were ushered into a room quite bare of furniture, where the 
Rajah sat smoking his huqd, in a common wooden arm chair, three 
similar ones being set at nis right hand for us. A rezai (quilt) 
was then thrown over his chair, I suppose to make it soft. He 
shook hands with us, and having seated us, went to the door to 
look afler the gentlemen, his huqd bearer running after him. In a 
few minutes he took me by the hand, or rather by the wrist, as you 
would lead a naughty child, and conducted us through one or two 
low rooms with curtams instead of doors to a mean apartment, long, 
low, and dark, where the Ranis sat. One of them we were desired 
not to approach or touch ; the other, and the Rajah's* daughter, 
shook hands with us, and placed us in chairs by her side : two 
other ladies sat on the other side of the room, like us, close to Uie wall. 

M. speaks Hindustani very imperfectly, therefore we could not 
say much. The Rajah left us, and I .admired the dress of the 
ladies, which consisted of a very short red jacket with short 
sleeves, armlets, bracelets, and a nose-ring, chicfl}' of pearls ; a red 
drapery, embroidered or sprigged with gold, envelo))ed the whole 
person. The attendants (one of them a very fine-looking woman) 
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wore a cloth, put on just like the bearers, leaving, the right leg 
exposed to the knee, and a very handsome stout limb it was. 

The Rajah's daughter was small and not handsome, but had a 
very pleasant expression. She, and the other ladies, seemed pleased 
and amused at my praise of their dress and jewels, and the poor 
untouchable one opened her veil, and showed us her jacket, wnich 
was cloth of gold. 

Wreaths and bracelets of the double white Indian jessamine 
were brought, and thrown over our necks and arms, a pretty and 
poetical mode of welcome, then six trays of fruit, barley sugar, 
d;c., were laid at our feet. We ate a little, but did not take any 
fruit, not knowing what it might be proper or improper to do with 
the peel, as there were no plates. One of the door curtains was 
lowered, and a band stationed behind it ; a singing woman, with 
stiff outstanding petticoats of red and gold, was introduced. Her 
singing was to me almost inaudible, and her dancing consisted of 
advancing and retreating a few steps, holding her left arm akimbo, 
and genUy twirling her right hand in the air, as if on a pivot. 
Two female servants, with bundles of peacock's feathers (which, 
are emblems of royalty) stood by each of the two principal Kanis, 
and whisked these brushes over their heads. A good many other 
damsels, and some of the servants and children, lined the lower 
part of the room, most of whom suddenly retreated when the old 
Kajah relumed. All the ladies remained standing in his presence ;t 
his daughter put spices and almonds in our hands, and when we 
had praised her little child, we shook hands and bowed. 

The Rajah led me down some steps through an odd little garden, 
consisting of divers little courts, to the door of his hall of audience ; 
there we peeped through the screen, till the Rajah perhaps reflect- 
ing that we must be already more visible to those within, than 
they could be to us, ordered ue screen to be raised, and ushered 
us into his Darb&r. 

This was a long apartment supported on small columns ; a large 
thrpne or seat for the Rajah was at the upper end, on the right 
hand of which were some cushions on the ground for the little 
princes o£ his own family, while in two rows, the whole length of 
the room, close by the walls, sat the faithful Sird4rs and other 
Mahraltas, who had followed their sovereign in his adversity. 
I recognized all who appeared in the Saw/iri the other day. 
They sat on their heels, C., like an adepts cross legged, Count 
Goertz as best he t^ould, both on the floor, while wreaths were 
brought, which the Rajah threw over their shoulders and arms, 
and which looked very pretty on the red jacket — ^the Rajah then 
gave them spices, and sal&med to us. 
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He had left 'his little grandchild in my keeping, and when I said 
I should like to take her away, he said I might, and then patted 
the little thing, and pinched its cheeks with much affection. The 
whole Darhar stared at us with profound attention. The little 
child gave me her hand, and the Bajah reconducted us through 
the garden, and we then sent for the gentlemen to rejoin us. 

While waiting, the small thing, which has magnificent black 
eyes, and a little aquiline nose, and was dressed iii light muslin 
trousers, and short coat of the same, with a kind of Greek cap of 
silver and gold on its head, its hair hanging in one plait down ita 
back, clendied its toes as if they were fingers, ma&ing in fact a 
little fist of its foot : this ^hows how wonderfully elastic and sup- 
ple the people in this country are. 

P4n, t. e., little green packets of leaves, inside which is a kind 
of seed, mixed with powdered lime, was brought to us with the 
spices. The natives chew this, loaf and all : it dyes the mouth a 
bright red colour, and has a very pungent taste. Came home 
much pleased with our visit. The trays of fruit were sent after 
us : we touched them in token of acceptance, and they were then 
given to the servants. 

Early the next morning we drove to the Parade. The — th 
Native Infantiy was reviewed, and, so far as depended upon the 
officers, as in taking up points, wheeling from columns into line| 
acquitted themselves ill. The men fired very well, and the con- 
trast between the salute of the Native and European officers waa 
very remarkable ; the former did it with an ** air and grace " that 
did one good to behold, slowly, at the right time, and with perfect 
self-possession, looking the general full in the face. The European 
officers kept time in marching; but they poked their heads^ 
saluted awkwardly and in a hurry, and looked very foolish. There 
is nothing 1 dislike more in manner than a want of quiet self-possea- 
sion. The natives often remind me of Highlanders in that respect. 

It is wonderful how the people here submit to any one who 
chooses to exert authority. Our absurd postilion, who is dressed 
like an English postilion (plus a long scanty black beard), ordered 
the Sopahis and others to keep out of the way, and mak| a clear 
space m front of the carriage, that we might see perfeftly, and 
when they encroached, he touched them and they retreated. 
« The Uindustani Sepahis are very fine men, much taller than 
the English soldiers, but not so strongly made; they chiefly 
come from Oud, or the Upper Provinces. It was beautiful 
to see them run when skirmishing, they are so light and active. 
They are dressed very much like European troops, and wear no 
beards, but as much whisker and moustache as they like, or, i^ 
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Carlyle would say, ** according to facaltj." They have a collar of 
large white beads, instead of a stock, while toe native officers 
wear necklaces of gold knobs. The review began soon after 
seven. 

Beinff tired, I did not go to dine at the General's, whither my 
husband escorted Miss M. and Marina. Count Gk>ertz and I there- * 
fore dined by ourselves : he got up to say good-by to C, and came 
back lookin^r nuite sad, and said, *'I am so sorry to take leave of 
Captain M.*^ We all liked him extremely. He is highly intelli- 
gent and well-informed, travelling for instruction before settling 
down in life, and with a rare and most pleasing modesty. He is 
a fine specimen even of (Germany. 

Friday, January 22nd. — ^The Diwin of the Rajah of Satt&ri 
came before breakfast, and asked me to take his likeness ; I accord- 
ingly sketched him. When the young Rajah of Vizigapatqin was 
here the other day, C. showed him my sketch of the Nipal Sird&rs, 
and asked him if he would like to sit for his portrait. He con- 
fessed that his prejudices would not allow him to do so: his 
English education, without religion, does not seem to have done 
him much good. He has not the least wish to visit Europe. 

Monday, January 26th. — It rained, and for the first time I per- 
ceived that the compound was not one unvaried mass of sand, but 
that part was in grass. The trees changred from brown to green, 
and the landscape was wonderfully improved. The trees here are 
generally protected when young by an embankment of earth about 
four feet high, so that when they become large trees, they grow 
from the top of small hillocks. 

Tuesday, January 26th. — ^I finished a copy of the old Nip&l 
Sird&r's picture, which he wished to have for his fiunily,* and then 
sat talking until the sad time of parting arrived. We left about 
ten P.M., having sent the palki on in the morning. The Rajah of 
Ben4res kindly laid a d&k of his owia horses for us as fiur as Gk>pi- 
ganj, thirty-six miles on our way to Aliah4bad. The same coach- 
man drove us the whole way, the Rajah lending both him and the 
Brischkah ; we, of course, rewarding his people. He was a queer 
little man in close jacket and trousers, the former red, the fatter 
blue with broad red stripe ; a turban, over which he had wrapped a 
white cloth, made his head and shoulders look too heavy for his 
little legs, and over all, while the rain continued, he wore a kind of 
thick horse-cloth, which covered him from head to foot. He got 
down at each stage, and gravely looked on whilst the S4ises put 
the horses to, which they did with great caution and dexterity, as 

«This fine old man has since been murdered. 
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the country hones are almost all vicious. This was proved at our 
last stage, when one of the fresh pair threw himself down, and 
after much trouble we were obliged to take the former pair on 
another stage. They testified their disapprobation of this arrange- 
ment by stopping every five minutes, so Uiat it was more owing to 
the S&ises, wuo as usual ran alongside, than to them that we at 
length reached Qopiganj, about half-past four am. While C. was 
arranging the carriage, one of the bearers took a little straw in 
which a bottle had been wrapped and made a blaze ; but when 
ihey proceeded to burn the basket in which th^ bottle came, the 
coachman took it away from them, and they fi^ave it up at once. 
I thought how pugnacious Englishmen would nave grumbled and 
quarrelled about it. 

One of the agency Sawars had escorted our baggage. 0. 
showed him his six-barrelled pistol ; the bearers all looked on with 
interest, and the coachman exclaimed, ^ What a wonderful destiny 
is mine to have seen such a thing!'' We met numbers of 
A%h4ns with their long strings of camels. The whole way was 
thronged with pilgrims and water-carriers, from Allah4bad Twhere 
the Ganges and Jamma join), and travellers of different kinds— 
a striking contrast to the quiet state of the road between Ben&rea 
and Calcutta. We saw divers Faqirs or Yogis covered with asheS| 
one of them canying a red umbrella, though he had no clothes. 
Crossed the Ganges about two p.m ., by a very primitive but strong 
bridge of boats. A Sawar of Mr. Woodcock's, the magistrale, 
met us, and conducted us over a deep sandy plain, through Alla- 
habad, which is very prettily adorned with trees, to Mr. Wood- 
cock's house, on our way to which we passed hedges of the milk 
plant, whose juice is a strong blister, yet the goats eat it greedily. 

We were exceedingly tired and weak, having had nothing to 
eat since we left Ben&res but a small twist of bread between us 
three. It was, therefore, quite delightful to find ourselves in a 
most comfortable bungalow, bed-rooms, dressing-rooms, and bath, 
all ready for us. The khitmadgars brought tea immediately, and 
our considerate host never showed himself but waited until after 
some hours' rest, Miss M. and I thought proper to enter the draw- 
ing-room. We found a fire most comfortable. C. and Mr, Wood- 
cock settled that we should remain here the night and overtake 
our palkis, by means of a horse d(ik, to-morrow. It was a great 
pity we could not remain longer at AUah&bad, for it is a very in- 
teresting missionary station, a branch of the American Prcsby terinu 
mission being ostiiblishud here. The Govoriinicnt Bcliool (of 
which Mr. Woodcock, much ugaiiist his couscionce, lis ho sayM, was 
a committee-man), has been lately transferred to the charge of tlie 
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mission, under whom it prospers greatly. The senior class, when 
examined the other day, after being only two months under Chris- 
tian instruction, showed an excellent knowledge of the meaning of 
the first chapter of St. John. The female school for orphans, 
under the same missionaries, is also very useful ; they receive a 
higher kind of education than at the Church Missionary School at 
Ben&res. 

There is a regular Hindustani Presbyterian Church here. Mr. 
Woodcock said he thought an English education the only means 
of really educating the natives, but that when that was given to 
the total neglect of the native languages, (as it is in many cases,) 
it in a great measure frustrates its own end, by incapacitating the 
scholar from communioiting his knowledge freely to his country- 
men. I remember Mr. Smith of the Assembly Institution told me 
that the boys write better essays in English than in Beng&li, 
although the Bengdli is carefully taught in the Free Church Insti- 
tution ; I must find out if this is the case in Qovernment schools. 
Of course giving a man a thoroughly foreign education, without 
a simultaneous one in his mother-tongue, only isolates him from 
his countrymen. We agreed that the great fault of the Ben&res 
Free School is, that English is not taught at all. 

It can hardly be expected to Christianize the pupils when many 
of them are taught almost exclusively from Munammadan books. 
I forgot to mention that Mr. Sandberg sent us the examination 
papers of the four best pupils. I had only time to read those on 
theology. This was rather a misnomer, for tlie questions were 
wholly on Scripture history, and not on doctrine, except some 
proving the divinity of our Lord ; but there was not a word on 
the state of man by nature, of sin, of grace, or of the way of salva- 
tion. The answers showed a thorough acquaintance with Scripture 
history, but were by no means remarkable productions for lads of 
sixteen to eighteen. Each had also written a short essay on the 
Evidences of Christianity : one was a brief clear summary, but not 
I thought so clever as that of one of his companions, who entered 
more fully into some points and wrote more warmly, and in 
better English ; though his essay was by no means so complete as 
the first, but all four, by the sameness of arrangement, and even 
by Uie exact similarity of phrase, showed that their essays were 
tlie result of memory, and derived either from one particular book, 
or else from a lecture. Many phrases I recognized, I think, as being 
in " Bishop Toraline's Introauction." 

Thursday, 28th. — Greatly refreshed by the rest, we took leave 
of our kind and hospitable host, who treated us as if we had been 
old and dear friends. We had a very comfortable palk'gAri with 

4* 
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one horse, which was changed every six miles, or thereabouts. It 
was not too hot, and we enjoyed our drive very much. 

We again met numerous Afghdns, with their long strings of 
camels, some of them loaded with assafoetida. The oxen in this 
part of the country are magnificent ; in many of the carts five are 
used at once. We also saw some lovely birds, such as kingfishers, 
and quantities of yellow thistles, all of which on a fine clear, cool 
day, witli a pretty country, to drive through, were pleasant to 
behold. C. gave some oranges to a respectable old man at one of 
the stations, who jumped ofi' his horse (the usual mark of respect 
with natives^, and then told him the cause of the journey he was 
making, which was a dispute with an obstinate neighbour, about 
a piece of land, and as his stifi'-necked opponent would not abide 
by the decision of the Village Panchdyat (court of five arbitrators), 
our old friend was going to place the matter in the hands of the 
Zillah judge. 

We paased several camps to-day and yesterday, and amongst 
them that of the 62nd Native Infantry. A Sepdhi camp is much 
more picturesque than a European camp, on account of the shape 
of the tents and the pleasing groups. We reached Arampur Bun- 
galow at half-past ten. We have two meals a day, one in the 
palki of bread or biscuit, and some milk (if we can get it), and 
another somewhat more solid, at a bungalow. Ohapatis form the 
chief food of the people in this part of India ; rice is but little 
used. The wheat crops are now about ^ foot high, rather dififerent 
from the state of thmgs in England at this season. They sow 
about the same time, in November, after the rains. We left 
Arampur at midnight, and stopped the next day at Ealianpiir. 
While sitting over our tea and curry, C. and Miss M. suddenly fiew 
to dififerent doors of the bungalow, and left me wondering what 
was the matter. They had heard a most hideous bellowmg, for 
no other name could be given it, but found it was a bride, who, on 
being taken home to her husband's house, thought pro|)er to make 
this extraordinary uproar, from a mistaken sense of decorum. 

Do you remember the Scripture expression of " walled villages,** 
a thing unknown to us I Here we meet with them constantly, 
and onen all that is to be seen of a village by the road-side, is a 
long mud wall. Many, however, (I suppose modem cues,) are 
quite open, while the growth and size of the trees show that how- 
ever the country may have been troubled by dacoits (robbers), it 
is long since an invading army has laid it waste, or reduced its 
groves to the condition of most of those of Northern Germany. The 
contrast between the two struck me forcibly. This country is ffene- 
rally well-wooded, and many of the trees, especially the magnificent 
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tamarind and the palms, are of great beauty. B4ni4n8 are much 
rarer than in Bengal. There are large crops of dM, a kind of 
vetch (the ^' pulse ''of Daniel and his companions) much eaten by 
the natives ; and also of the oil plant, so that the landscape is 
enlivened bj the same sheets of brilliant yellow which we used to 
admire so much near Dresden. The villages are remarkably dean, 
the raised places in front of the doors, where the inhabitants 
chie6y sit, are always swept, and poor as the huts are they do not 
look squalid. 

Friday, January 29th. — ^We passed a temple with a large picture 
of Hanum4n, the monkey deity, on the outer wall. It was much 
colder to-day. We did not reach Cawnpiir until ten at night, 
and then, owing to some mistake about a note, 0. went over to 
Captain Troup's, while Miss M. and I sat in the palki, and after- 
wards in the verandah of the D&k bungalow, where we kept our- 
selves warm witfi mirth. A discourteous man, occupying the said 
bungalow, came out and peeped at us, but never asked us in ; so 
we sat about an hour in the cold. At last C. returned with Major 
Troup's palkigari, in which we drove to Mr. Speirs', through most 
curious ravines, haunted by jackalls. In our way we saw a wolf 
at the entry of the town. Mr. Speirs ffot up and gave us tea and 
mutton chops. C. and I were lodged in a large tent : the first 
time I have slept in one. It was a double-poled tent, with separate 
divisions for dressing and bath-rooms ; but the cold was excessive 
at night 

Saturday, January SOth. — We were introduced to our hostess 
and her sister, Miss P., the sweetest ffirl I have seen since I left 
home. Mrs. Wylie had eiven me a letter to her ; and we found 
her not only decidedly pious, but a zealous Free Ohurchwoman ; 
and, to my great joy, she knew many very dear to me in Scotland. 

They took us after breakfast to see the Propagation Society 
Mission, that is, the female school belonging to it. It was founded 
after the dreadful &mine of 1837, and contains about sixty orphan 
girls, who are instructed in English and Hindustani ; but receive a 
very limited education, consisting chiefly of Scripture knowledge 
and a little geography. Some of them speak a little Hindui as 
well, and a few can read the three languages. Only two hours a 
day are devoted to study, the rest of their time is spent in fancy 
and plain work for sale, and in domestic duties, for they do every- 
thing for themselves except washing their clothes : most of them 
are nearly grown up. We saw their work, and heard them sing a 
Hindustani and an English hvmn. They were all sitting on the 
floor in a large hall supported by pillars. Here they sleep ; in the 
next room are their dining-tables, little benches six incnes high 
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and aa many wide ; each girl has a brass plate and lotd or drink* 
ing-cup. They grind their own meal and live on chapdtis, except 
in the hot weather, when they get a little rice, as chapdtis alone 
are too heating. 

We saw Mr. and Mrs. Perkins, who are at the head of this mis- 
sion, and a fine boy of theirs of eleven years of age, as healthy 
and ruddy as possible, though he has never left India. Mr. Per- 
kins had a quiet, subdued, meek manner^ and seems devoted to his 
labour. I believe him to be one of the excellent of the earth. 
May God bless and prosper him and his wife in bringing many 
souls to Christ I The school, however, reminded me too much of 
an English village school, where work is the grand thing in edu- 
cation, and faulUess stitching is raised to the rank of a virtue. 

Sunday, January 3 1st. — ^All the party, except myself, went to 
church, and heard a verybad sermon. O. had some difficulty in 
persuading our friends tnat it was wrong to attend a minister who 
preached take doctrine — a thiuff most palpable and obvious, one 
would think, did we not see such numbers of sensible people who 
think the mere act of going to church a profitable one, no matter 
what they hear. 

After dinner I read a very interesting account of the American 
PresbyteriaQ Missions at Loodiana and Allahabad. Miss Perkins 
told me that sl^e communicated at the latter place with the native 
church : and, although the service was in Hindustani, yet it was a 
veiy delightful one, as she could just follow the general meaning. 
I also read some of ^enry Martyn*s letters and journal, describing 
his residence in Cawnpore now nearly forty years ago. This pro- 
fitable book is doubly interesting when read on the spot where the 
letters were written. 

Monday, February 1st, 1847. — C. went with Major Troup to 
choose a horse. My husband's faithful Sdis Haediillah, who was 
with him throi^ghout the disasters in Afghanistan, suddenly made 
his appearaAoe on Saturday, the morning afler our arrival. He is 
a tall, powerful man, with rather a pensive expression. When ho 
saw his old master, he xan up to him and embraced his thigh, the 
mark of respect and affection paid by disciples to their spiritual 
guides. C. squeezed his shoulder, patted him on the cheek, and 
said, ^ Welcome, my friend 1" and the tears stood in the faithful 
man's eyes. C. then brought him to me. 

While at Ben&res, a man of Sikh parentage, named Ben&si 
Sing, was introduced to my husband by Mr. Leupolt, the mis- 
sionary. He has the highest testimonials as a commissariat go- 
mcUhta (agent) ; and, it seems, that haying known 0. at Kabul, he 
was desirous of entering his service. He has been attending the 
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preacliinff of the missionaries for the last three years, at first as a 
most zealous opponent, always disputing with them, and attempting 
to confute thoir argumontB and doctrines ; but latterly he has gra- 
dually Boileneil, and now no longer denies the truth of the Scrip- 
tures. He told C. that one reason why he wished to come to him 
-was, that he might hear his opinion of ** Is4 Masih," (Jesus the 
Messiah), May he soon learn to know Him as his Redeemer from 
ail iniquity — '^ his Lord and his Clod 1" Ben&si Sing, is to accom- 
pany Jacob from Allah4bad. 

Packed ; and after dinner had to wait some time, as they had 
sent no bearers for Miss M. Afler family worship we started about 

ten P.M. It was exceedingly cold. We arrived at Bungalow 

about half-past eight A.if. Just after starting again, we passed 
divers mosques, a tomb shaded by two palm trees, and a very 
pretty Hindu temple ; they are generally more pointed than Mu- 
hammadan buildings. The people are much better, and more gaily 
clothed than in Bengal ; most of them have wadded jackets or 
pelisses, or a ^ood rezai (quilt) to wrap round them. Some of the 
men wear yellow wadded trousers nearly tight; and many carnr 
arms. Most of the travellers have swords, and one passed us with 
a musket in a case of scarlet cloth. We have left behind us all 
the steep-roofed cottages of the lower country. The women ^x 
silver ornaments, like stars, between their toes, which I suppose is 
the Hindu version of U/aut souffHr pour itre belle. It is difficult 
to give an idea of the picturesque effect of many things that are 
very uninteresting on paper ; for instance, the stately domes of 
Muhammadan tombs, rising in the midst of the vast plains, impress 
the mind with an indescribable feeling of solemnity; then an 
Afghan passes, seated on his camel, and looking like a living repre- 
sentation of Jacob or Isaac ; or, late in the evening, in going 
through a village, we behold a group seated round a fire on one 
of the raised platforms under a tree, which are so common here, 
and the flickering light on their many-coloured garments, forms a 
picture that one would like to draw. 

Tuesday Evening. — We had a lovely sunset ; a gray sky with a 
fiery sun underneath it, that looked like a molten ruby. 

Wednesday, February 3rd. — We passed Bew4r Bungalow with- 
out stopping, as it was too early in the morning, and we were inn 
immense distance from Shekoabdd, the bungalows here being about 
forty miles apart, we determined on stopping at MainpOri, and 
breakfasting with the Unwins. We did so, and had a most cordial 
welcome from them ; they pressed us to stay the day, but that was 
not possible. It was quite pleasant to find that their nice little girl 
could only speak English. She has a European nursery-maid. 
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Children learn so much evil, and are so much out of their mother's 
control when they speak Hindustani, which they generally do more 
fluently than English, and often to the exclusion oi it, that I wonder 
how any ladies can neglect this point. We started again at two 
r.u., ,and did not find it at all warm — on the contrary, the sharp 
cutting wind made a cloak needful. Saw some native palkis, 
pretty ffaudy things which I must draw for you. We reached 
Dheko4bdd late that evening — ^stopped only long enough to take 
tea and bestow a candle, a fowl, and a loaf, on two queen's officers 
who were in the other half of the bungalow. Passed a curious 
Faqir's tomb, a hexagon building connected with a similar one, I 
suppose to his wife, by a bridge. The effect was very pleasing ; 
both buildings were surrounded by water. 
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Fint View of Agra.— The Tfj by Moonlight— Akbar^s Tomb.— I^fthetio 
Religion.— OhapUiiL— Baptist C9iapeL— The Fort and Mullah.— Sikhs. 
— ^AraenaL — ^A Temperance Serieant. — Mr. Pfander. — ^The Sabbath.— 
Lutheran Mieeionanes — ^Tlie Conyent. — ^Alipiir. — ^Dehli— Old King^s 
Palace. — ^Italian Artists. — Moti Musj6d. — Gardens.— Jamma Mnqfd.— 
Pigeons. — ^Nadir Shah. — Safdar Jang% Tomb. — Architecture. — Kiitab.— 
L^end of Pithor-a-8ing*s Daughter. — ^Moghuls. — ^Muhammad Toglak.— 
Niz&m ud Din's Well— Arab Serai.— Shrine.— Tomba-^WelL-Ruins. — 
Hum&iun's Tomb. — ^Marriage Procession. — Cow KiUed. — A Brahman's 
Opinion of Romanism. — Cantonments. — DtHik, — EarniU. — Dancing 
Snakes. — ^Beggar on Horseback. — ^Amballa. — Thief Hanging. — Sirhind. — 
Loodiana. — American Mission. 

Agra, Thursday, February 4th, 1847. — ^It was a cold, clear 
day, like a March momiDg in England, wben we approached 
Agra ; even the cattle were all clothed, and I was amused at the 
sight of a poor little calf in rags. Suddenly, about fire miles from 
A^ra, C. cried out that the Tdj was in sight, and there, in the 
midst of the barren, rugged country, with nothing but tufts of dry 
grass and thistles to adorn the sandy plains and stony ravines, 
appeared the Taj, like a fairy palace in a desert, its dazzkng white 
dome and minarets bathed in sunlight The effect was magical. 
It was oflen hidden as we pursued our way, but at each new vista 
it seemed more beautiful. Buildings, some in ruins, some perfect, 
the remains of the age when the Muhammadan power had reached 
its height in the person of Akbar, when Akb4rabad (the Muham- 
madan name for Agra) grew in beauty and magnincence under 
the eye of her imperial rounder, and when the great nobles of the 
court vied with each other, as much in the splendour of their 
tombs as in their palaces. On the right, close to the rough bridge 
of boats, wo saw tne Mausoleum of Itimah-u-Doulah, the Vazir of 
Shah Jeh&n. 

We crossed the Jamna and proceeded to Mr. Edmonsione's 
house. A turn in the road showed us the Paiki and Banghy 
Bard&rs (Pitarreh carriers) in front ; they formed a very gay pro- 
cession, with the yellow and pink covers of the Pitarrehs, the yel- 
low or green jackets, and red turbans of the men. We passed the 
most beautiful enow-white cow I ever saw. She was fully sixteen 
hands high, and was led by three men, being, I conclude, as vicious 
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as Bhe was beautiful. Her stately walk, beautiful high caste head, 
and large black eyes, reminded one of the milk-white heifers that 
the Greeks ofifered to their gods. Mr. and Mrs. E.. were at the 
wedding of Major H. G. ; when they returned we found a most 
pleasing and hospitable host and hostess. After dinner they took 
us to see the T4j by moonlight We alighted at a magnificent 
gateway and beheld this unequalled building at the end of an 
avenue of cypresses. The walk from the gate to the tomb is a 
quarter of a mile long. The T4j stands in a garden enclosed by 
a quadrangular wall of red stone. Opposite the gateway is a qua- 
drangle of white marble, from the four corners of which spring 
snow-white minarets, and in the centre, raised on a stately terrace, 
is the pure noble dome of the T4j itself. At the back runs a ter- 
race over-looking the Jamna — on either hand is a fine mosque of 
red stone, but no description can give any idea of the wondrous 
beauty of this matchless monument. No building that I have ever 
seen comes near it, except the Cathedral of Cologne. St. Peter's 
is not to be named in the same breath as regards the exterior. Its 
exquisite symmetry, its spotless colour, looking as if it were carved 
in snow, and its lovely situation, (secluded in the midst of a stately 
garden, full of tre^ flowers, fountains, and paved walks,) make the, 
Tij more like a vision of beauty than to reality. The sight of it 
makes one's chest expand and one's heart swell : it almost lifts one 
off the earth. C. put his plaid on the steps of the beautiful sum- 
mer-house, on the right hand side of the Taj, and there I sat to 
feast my eyes by gazing on it. It was nearly midnight when we 
reached home. 

Friday, February 5th. — At four p.m. drove to Sekandra, where 
the Church Missionary Society have a school for orphans of both 
sexes. We saw onlv that for girls ; they were busily employed in 
works of different idnds, knitting and plaiting straw, but there 
was no teacher present The boys work at a printing press. I 
sketched the gateway of red stone, roofed with deep blue, green, 
and gold coloured tiles, which now forms part of the Missionary's 
dwelling, and we then went to Akbdr's Tomb. The entrance is by 
a magnificent gateway of red stone, inlaid with white marble and 
stones of various colours in complicated patterns, but disfigured 
by enormous painted flowers in imitation of Mosaic, with a white 
minaret at each corner. There are three similar buildings at the 
other side of the garden, only they serve as alcoves instead of 
gateways. The lattice work of the garden wall which connects 
them is most beautiful and varied, tliouijrh much of it is broken, 
and the arches themselves partly in ruins. From the entrance a 
paved walk leads to the tomb itself, a stupendous pile, consbting 
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of ihree quadrangular terraces of red stone, surmounted by a fourth 
of white marble. On what may be called the ffround-floor, are 
chambers containing the tombs of Akb^ir's daugliters, and other 
members of his family, of white marble, with inscriptions and 
carvings in bas-relief and adorned with beautiful mosaic of pietra 
dura. There were flowers lying on most of them. In a vault 
beneath is the sarcophagus, containing the mortal remains of 
Akbdr the Great A rich coverinp^ was spread over it, on which 
flowers were strewn, and above it hangs a lamp. 

In all these mausoleums the real tombs are below, while the 
monument, which is a fiBKi simile of the former, is in the upper 
part of the building. There is a minaret at each comer of 
every terrace, and every part is admirably carved. The greatest 
beauty of the edifice is the uppermost story, which is of the purest 
marble, surrounded by arcades, which I suppose are nearly un- 
equalled in the world : the outer wall is a marble lattice of the 
most delicate open work, although an inch and a half in thickness. 
Each division is of a different pattern, and the pillars and arches 
are adorned with arabesques and inscriptions in bas-relief. The 
pavement of the court, which is surrounded by this colonnade, is 
the only coloured part about it— it is composed of different mar- 
bles, and is open to the sky. The monument is in the centre, with 
a font-shaped stand for holding a light at the head of it ; both are 
of white marble and remarkable for their elegance. The tomb is 
inlaid with the ninety-nine names of the Most High (as the Eling, 
the most Merciful, the Compassionate, the Omnipotent) in bla^ 
marSle ; surely a more suitable inscription in the presence of death 
than fulsome panegyrics on the departed. No letters are so grace- 
ful as the Arabic, so that they form a beautiful ornament wherever 
they are used. Altbouffh exposed to sun and rain, the whole is as 
fresh and unspotted as if just completed : never was a more beau- 
tiful mausoleum erected ; the T&j alone excepted. From every 
terrace there is an extended prospect, and the whole building stands 
like the T4j in a garden of flowers. These stately tombs illustrate 
the description in Isaiah ziv. 18, of the Kings of the Nations, 
lying " in glory— every one in his own house.** 

Saturday, February 5th. — ^Mrs. EL, Miss M., and I drove to see 
the T6j, which is as beautiful by daylight as by the moonbeams. 
I sketched it from the gateway : a lovely vista. Between the two 
paved raised walks, bordered bv cypresses, is a channel of water, 
with fountains. At the back of the cypresses are beds of flowers 
in full beauty, the different plots being divided by stone borders of 
fantastic patterns, the regularity of which connects the garden 
more completely with the building; and behind these again are 
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broad. paved walks, where we enjoyed the most refreshing shelter 
from the noon-day sun. I give up in despair all hopes of convey- 
ing any adequate idea of the beauty of the architecture, of the 
inlaid marble terraces, the fine old trees, the delightful verdure, and 
above all, of the chaste, unsullied majestv of the dome itself. In 
a vault beneath lies Mumt&z Begum, and on her right a loftier 
and larger tomb to her husband Shah Jeh4n. Above, the mauso- 
leum consists of a glorious vault, in the centre of which stands 
her monument, with his in the same position as below. Each tomb 
is of the usual simple form — a narrow raised parallelogram, per- 
fectly plain, not unlike what Scipio^s tomb would be without the 
cornice, and inlaid like the whole of the interior with flowers of 
bloodstone, lapislazuli, agates^ and other precious stones, forming 
the most beautiful mosaic Over the tomb hangs an ostrich egg. 
Both monuments had flowers laid on them, and are surrounded by 
an octagonal screen of the most lovely fairy-like open work. The 
walls are, as it were, panelled with bas-relie& of tulips an4 other 
flowers in white marble, suiinounted by arabesques in costly 
mosaic, and around the dome, are four beautiful apartments, embef* 
lished with no less care. Such is the perfect art manifested through- 
. out, that although every part is, when closely viewed, brilliant with 
colour, and .though the exterior is adorned with inscriptions from 
the Kur&n, in black marble letters of colossal size, yet this in no 
way mars the general eflect of the whole building as one of da^ 
zliug whiteness, while it relieves the eye, when near, from .the 
tedium of travelling over unbroken heights and depths of, as Jt 
were, unvaried snow. How strange it is that the architects of most 
of the finest buildings in the world remain unknown I 

We visited one of the side mosques, which is built of red stone 
inlaid with white, and stands on a lower elevation than the T&j, 
and then returned to the gateway, just as my husband arrived 
with Mr. Pfonder, the German Church Missionary, a short, stout 
man with a most benevolent expression, who has distinguished 
himself greatly by his controversial writings against Muhamma- 
danism, especially the ^'Mizdn ul Haq," which was the means of 
enlightening Miisd and Ibrahim. I went back to the Taj wiJji 
them. We met some Panj^bis, very fine looking men (one of 
' them with bright crimson trousers, small pink turban, and white 
chaddali) who were gratified by our asking them to enter with us. 
They all made sal4m to the tomb of Mumtdz Begum and her 
imperial husband. When they had departed C. sang a verse to 
try the echo, the most beautiful I ever heard. It is so perfect 
that it gives the idea of a. choir of spirits in the air. 

We then went to the terrace at the back of the T&j, to enjoy 



KAfTIYI^GHEISTIANS I^ AOItA. Qt 

the yiew of the noble river flowing beneath, and of the piota^ 
resque city, embosomed in trees, beyond. Some say, I believe 
on very slight grounds, that it was the intention of Shah Jehan to 
erect a similar mausoleum for himself on the opposite bank of the 
river, and to connect the two by a bridge of white marble; but 
one cannot regret that he did not execute this plan, for one 
feels that any addition to the Tdj would be a superfluity. The 
gateway would be considered a most magniflcent work anywhere 
else, but here it is a mere appendage ; it is chiefly red, inlaid with 
white. I do not think an unprejudiced person could, after visiting 
the Taj, attach any value to the kind of religious feeling which is 
produced by external objects affecting the senses. Here a Muham- 
madan building excites in the highest degree those emotions of 
rapture which, by a natural transition, melt into the spurious 
poetic devotion which is aroused by ''the long-drawn aisles'* and 
''dim religious light" of an ancient cathedral: this shows that 
these feehnga are purely natural. A heathen can feel them — a 
Muhammadan architect or an infidel poet can excite them ; there- 
fore they have no claim to be considered as Christian or as religious 
feelings at all, in any other sense than as springing from those 
tendencies to wonder and reverence, which are implanted in every 
one who has a heart. Rightly did our Presbyterian forefathers 
act in stripping the worship of God of all that could delude the 
worshipper, by exciting those poetic emotions which too often pass 
current, with those who experience them, for the true devotion of 
the heart to that God who " dwelleth not in temples made with 
hands." How would a woman value that love, or a friend that 
friendship which owed its origin, and depended for its existence 
on the ma^ificence of an apartment, or the beauty of the scenery 
in which mey dwell ? How can we .imagine, then, that this spu- 
rious kind of devotion is acceptable to Him who searcheth the 
heart, and who sees that it exists so often in souls alienated from 
Him, and "enemies in their mind by wicked works?" 

We drove towards the tomb of Itimah-u-Doulah, which is on the 
other side of the river. Mr. Pfander told us a good deal about 
the mission here. He is at the head of the church of which the 
venerable Mussalman convert Abdul Masih formerly had the care, 
but of which only a few of the original members now remain at 
Agra, as after the death of that true '* Servant of Christ " they 
were left without a pastor for nine years. The number of Chris- 
tians in communion with the missionaries of the Church of Eng- 
land is about 300, including the orphans. There are about sixty 
Christian families. The American Presbyterians have lately esta- 
blished a mission here, but both ministers are now absent, and the 
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Baptists labour on the opposite side of the city. Mr. Pfander and 
his colleagues have lately been very successful in the neighbouring 
villages, having recently received an addition of about fifty con- 
verts. The Romanists have had a small native church here since 
the days of Akbar, but they make no new converts, except among 
Europeans and half-castes. They are building a fine cathedral 
The priests are chiefly Italians; they do not interfere with tlie 
Protestant missionaries, though they always laugh and sneer when 
they meet any of them preaching. All the Protestant missions 
have day-schools, but Mr. Pfander complains sadly of the want of 
proper teachers. Very few persons of high caste have become con- 
verts up the country, for here all the native prejudices remain in 
much greater vigour tlian in Calcutta, neither have the missiona- 
ries laboured so long. 

Mr. Pfander thinks that one great reason why so few Muham- 
madans have been converted is, that they are only just beginning 
to find out that they are not tiie first people in Asia in point of 
science and learning, — a hard lesson for them to learn after their 
pre-eminence had been so long undisputed; but he thinks the 
fields are beginning to ripen for the harvest, although they may be 
said to be more backward in Agra than in Calcutta. 

We reached the tomb of Itimah-u-Doulah, and passing through 
a small garden, came to a slope of variegated marbles, over which 
a stream used to flow into the fountain beneath. There is a beau- 
tiful reservoir in front of the tomb on the terrace above. This 
mausoleum is smaller but more elaborately adorned with paintiqg 
than either of those we have seen. The mosaics have been in a 
great degree destroyed by the Mahrattas, who picked out the beau- 
tiful bloodstones and agates of which they were composed. On the 
ground-floor are the tombs of the Vazir and his wife in the centre 
apartment, the ceilings and walls of which were formerly resplen- 
dent with gold and richly-coloured arabesques : four or more 
apartments, similarly adorned, and each containing one or two 
tombs of other members of their family, surround it The hall or 
terrace above has one of the most beautiful pavements I ever saw, 
of white marble, inlaid with a rich and grand arabesque of very 
large size in coloured stones, while the screen which surrounds it 
rivals that of the T4j in beauty. The minarets are peculiarly 
beautiful, and from one of them we enjoyed a lovely view of the 
majestic Taj on one hand, of Akbar's tomb, the fort, the river, the 
Moti Masjid, and the innumerable tombs and ruins in the neigh- 
bourhood of the town on the other. 

Sunday, February 7th, 1849. — C. heard a very good sermon 
from the chaplain, Mr. Norgate. There is another good chaplain 
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here, and a third clergyman, who gives no sermon on Sacrament 
Sunday, seldom reads the Litany, and, when he does preach, fol- 
lows the practice of the chaplain at Ben&res, who boasted Uiat he 
could *' polish you off a sermon in twelve minutes.** 

The missionaries preach only in Hindustani, with the exception 
of the Baptist Missionary, who has a small chapel close to where 
we were. We were informed none but kar&nis, t. e., clerks, went 
there ; but this did not frighten us away. The service beg^an at 
half-past six. Seeing the table prepared for the Communion, C. 
went to the vestry to inquire if we could partake of it. He ex- 
plained to the missionary who we were, that I was a member of 
the Free Kirk, and Miss M. of the Church of England. Mr. Lish, 
the minister, who is an East Indian, said that usually they required 
three or four days' notice, that they might learn something of the 
character of the parties wishing to communicate; but that he 
would consult with his elder, Mr. Frazer (a Presbyterian) ; and 
they both came to the conclusion, tliat as we were travellers, and 
had BO recently communicated with the Free Church in Calcutta, 
there could be no objection. Mr.' Lish preached an excellent dis- 
course on, ^ Behold, I lay in Zion a chief corner stone," d;c. He 
then informed the congregation who we were, and where we were 
going ; mentioned our wish to partake of the Lord's Supper with 
them ; and, in one of the prayers during the Sacrament, implored 
the Divine blessings specially on us, prayed for the furtherance of 
our journey, and for our future reunion with those present before 
the Throne of God. It was such a simple Scriptural way of receiv- 
ing strangers, you could fancy Titus and Timothy acting thus. At 
the conclusion of the service, Mr. Lish took his seat at the table, 
and, afler prayer (during which the congregation knelt), we re- 
sumed our seats, and the bread was distributed by an elder. Mr. 
Lish prayed again, and the cup was brought round ; and, after a 
concluding prayer, we ended by singing my favourite fifteenth 
doxology. 

" May the grace of Christ oar Saviour, 

And the Father's boundless love, 
With the Holy Spirit's favour, 

Rest upon us from above I 
May we now abide in union, 

with each other and the Lord, 
And enjoy in sweet communion, 

Joys which earth cannot afford.** 

The chapel was well filled ; but no one looked like a gentleman 
except one officer, who communicated. Whenever I hear that the 
rich go to one preacher, and -the poor to another, I conclude that 
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the latter is the most evangelical and the best minister, A native 
woman partook of the Sacrament After the service, Mr. Lish 
told us Uiat the lives of the converts are generally very satisfao- 
tory ; thev have no very great success, but enough to encourage 
them and make them grateful. We did not return until past 
eight, and found our hosts had very kindly waited dinner for us. 

Monday, Februair 8th. — Drove to the fort, which is very fine; 
it was taken by Lord Lake from the Mahrattas at the beginning of 
this century. We drove through three courts, and alighted at a 
flight of steps. PaAsin^ throuc^ a handsome gateway, we found 
ourselves in the court of the ^t! Masjid, or Pearl Mosque, whicJi 
is worthy of its name. This is surrounded by colonnades of white 
marble, with a tank in the middle: the mosque itself occupies the 
fourth side of the square. It is raised above the level of the court, 
and is paved with huge slabs of white marble, each of which is 
inlaid with a slender line, like the outline of a pointed window, 
and destined for one worshipper. The mosque is open to the court^ 
and composed of three aisles, running parallel to the spectator's 
eye, the contrary way to those of our churches. There are of 
course three domes; and in the interior is a flight of four or five 
steps of white marble, on the top of which the mullah sits to read 
and expound the law, while the sovereign and his court meekly sit 
on the floor. At either end are marble lattices delicately carved, 
behind which the ladies of the harem could see and hear without 
being seen. 

We ascended the roof under the guidance of a courteous mullah, 
and risked our nrecious persons, as he daily risks his, by scram- 
bling up a rude ladder to one of ihe minarets, from whence we had 
a birdVeye view of the fort, and also of the ever-beautiful Taj, and 
the other adornments of the city. The said mullah, instead of 
being a portly man in white, as one fancies all mullahs ought to be, 
was dressed m a blue garment, lined with orange and trimmed at 
the sleeves with white fur ; a yellow rezai with red flowers, lined 
with blue, wiUi a crimson border to the lining, was wrapt round 
the upper part of his body. He had a small white turban : but 
told us when he was officiating, he always wore a white robe. 

In front of the mosque is a long inscription in colossal Arabic 
letters of black marble. We next went to the palace, which is 
also within the fort . In the little garden we met some Panjdbis, 
attendants on R&jlh Lai Sing, who is immured here. They were 
remarkably fine-looking men, both in feature and height, and very 
courteous and respectful in manner. C. complimented them on 
their fidelity to their chief, which delighted them greatly, so that 
they burst out into a perfect chorus of words, patted and stroked 
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Bim'; ancif while lie was showing thetD my openir<|^1ass through 
which thej were all eager to look, one of them continued stroking 
him on the back as if he had been some soft furry-creature. They 
stared at Miss M. and me ; and one, an old man with a long grey 
beard, came round to have a better view at us. 

After seeing the Diwan-i-Khto or Hall of Nobles, where the 
sovereign used to hold his Darb4r, G. invited them to accompany us 
into the vaults. We first saw the Shish-Mahiil, or lookiug-glass 
palace, a beautiful hall, the walls of which are covered with thousands 
of little mirrors with silver flowers embossed on them, while every 
here and there a portion of blue and g^ld or crimson and gold is 
introduced— the mirror part forming the ground of the flowers. 
Much is broken and defaced, but enough remains to five one an 
idea of tlie brilliant effect 'it must have had when lighted up. 
Opposite the entrance of the principal hall is a cascade, or rather 
a place in the wall, over which a cascade used to flow into a deep 
bath beneath. Behind the cascade are double rows of niches, 
wherein lamps used to be placed — imagine how pretty it must 
have looked. 

We then descended into a narrow passage, with a torch-bearer 
for our guide, and climbing up to a low archway, about four feet 
from the ground, we jumped down on the other side into a vaulted 
apartment, very much like one of the Halls of the Inquisition. 
Here any of the hapless women of the harem, who incurred the 
suspicion or displeasure of her lord, was hung upon a black beam 
which still traverses the apartment, and when life was extinct, the 
once admired form was cut d6wn and suffered to drop into a deep 
well beneath, from whence it floated into the Jamna. The well is 
now nearly choked up, and the air was poisoned with the smell of 
the bats who infest the place — fit emblems of the evil deeds 
committed there. The very Sikhs seemed to look with pity on a 
spot whence so many souls have parted in anguish for a land of 
darkness. After all, these deeds of cruelty do not shock one so 
much when resulting from human passion as when committed 
under pretext of doing either God or man service, as in those 
dark places of the earth, the Inquisitions at Venice and else- 
where. 

On emerging we were led through many passages where the 
ladies used to play at hide and seek, and which were probably 
also used for keeping the royal treasures. These passages led 
to half dark apartments, where the inmates of the Zen&ni bathed 
in the heats of summer. We then re-ascended to the upper 
chambers, of which it is vain to attempt an v description. They 
are realizations of the ^ Arabian Nights.''* There are innumerabto 
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halls and chambers, the former open on three sides, and supported 
on beautiful pillars, richly inlaid with Florentine mosaic; the 
walls are covered with flowers and arabesques painted on the 
marble, in a kind of raised lacquer, with much p;ilding ; they are 
also panelled with flowers in bas-relief, among which the lily is 
conspicuous, probably introduced here, and also in the T&j and the 
Moti Musjid, by the Italian artist, out of devotion to the Virgin. 
Many of these halls have cascades, batbs, or fountains, paved with 
mosaic, or little marble watercourses running through them. 
TLere are numberless smaller rooms for sleeping apartments, and 
for the retainers of the Court ; and terraces on the roof, shaded 
by marble lattices of the most delicate open-work, used during the 
hot nights of summer. 

From the marble balcony of a beautiful projecting circular 
apartment, there is a lovely view of tlie city, interspersed with 
trees, of the noble river, and of all the finest buildings in the 
neighbourhood. Many of these are in ruins, but we were told 
that the remains of subterranean passages still exist, by which the 
ladies of the Royal Zendn4 might visit those of all the principal 
nobles, whenever they pleased. At the top of another terrace is a 
marble seat, with very high steps to it, from the Palace Court below. 
Here tlie Vazir sat, and administered justice or injustice '* accord- 
ing to faculty," or reviewed troops, irrobably it was from such a 
seat that the king in the Arabian tales beheld his daughter's con- 
test with the magician, when she transformed herself into a cock, 
and eat up her antagonist in the shape of pomegranate seeds. 
We saw a small praying-place for the inferior women servants, and 
lastly a miniature Moti Masjid of white marble with three domes, 
for the great ladies or Begums (pray pronounce begoomV Here 
one of our attendants was sharply reprimanded by a brotner Mus- 
Salman for daring to enter the house of prayer with his shoes on. 
They expect nothing better from us, but condemn it in each otlier. 

We next went to see the Diwdn-i-Am, or Common Hall (you 
may translate it Court of Common Pleas) whore, in a raised cham- 
ber in the wall, about ten feet from the ground, the Sovereign gave 
audience to his poor liege men. It is now approached by a tem- 
porary flight of steps on each side, and occupied by a marble sofa 
and two arm-chairs, inlaid with colours, and partly gilt, a present 
from some neighbouring RAjah to Lord FUenborough, who held a 
mock regal court here on his return from the north-west frontier, 
and actually put up his arms over those of the Company, and 
inserted them in some of the Palace windows, iust as a private 
would scrawl his name in charcoal on the walla 1 and with as 
much right 
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This iiftll is tow the aiinoufy, and at One tod Bt4 ttie notorions 
Somn&th gates ; they are of sandal wood, lind inust have been 
beautiful si>ecitncns of carving before thej were so tnuch defaced. 
Two Sikhs, one of them a perfect model for k t>ainter, with bare 
arms, and enveloped in a huge re2ai (quilt^, followed us every- 
where, and with the chaprdsis atid othei^, inspected dverythitiff . 
with the greatest Attention, lind listened with mUch interest id C.'s 
account of the neiitrly-invetited gun-cotton ; our Sikh friend with 
the quilt, especially, seemed to think the hiqmats, 6r tricks 6^ 
science of the S&hib L6g, perfectly astonishing. 

Leaving the arsenal 0. stopped to speak to an old ^erge^nt of 
horse artilleryj who remarked that When he entered the army a 
inah was punished if he did not take his allowance of spiHt8--it 
Was called contempt of the Companv I ^ We were fi^st taught to 
drink, sir^" said he, " and theh punished fof being drunklii'ds r A 
man is hoir aUowed money instead of spirits, if he prefers it. The 
sergeant gave it as his decided opinion, that in no case whatever 
do men require strong drink, eicept for hospital pUrpose^ { ilnder 
the vetj hardest work they are better lihd stronger with nothing 
but water. On our way home we stopped at the Jatiima Masjid, 
which is very lar^e, with a finti tank in the middle of the ooiirtj 
but being built of red sandstone, which is apt to Crumble, part of 
the colonnade has fallen down, and the whole of the paveiiieht ot 
the mosque is in course of repair. 

Mr. Pfaiidef dined with us: he is from WUriemberg, -ii^^e]^' 
religion has always been more general than in any* Othei^ part o^ 
the empire \ but he said that the gi^at improvement in this respect 
had been of late most remarkable in Prussia, Which some years 
ago had become almost entirely infidel. He recommended ** Thd- 
luck's Serinotis,'' but I am suspicious of them notwithstiitiding, 
having just read the appendix to ^ Haldan'e's CommenUtry dii thci 
Romans." 

Speaking of the state of Religion in Cfermatiy, led u6 t6 ineiitioii 
the obsefvUtidn ot the Sabbath, aUd we discovered thiit Mr. Pfanddir 
held the Udual German doctrite, that the fourth Oommandmeiit is 
not binding Oil Christians, but that the first day of the week is to 
be obsehred more as an ordinance of the Church thiiti for any 
othot reason, all days being alike to Christians. We had a long 
discussion on this point, but he took nO notice of the reasons we 
brought forward for believing all the commandments of t)erpetual 
obligation^ because given by the mouth of God, and written by 
His finger on Sinai, as also from the words of our LoM — ^** I am 
not come to destroy the law," <fec. He fulfilled the cerembnial 
law, which by its vety n6ttire (being a prophecy in symbols) was 
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incapable of being fulfilled or realized more than once; but it is 
impossible so to fulfil the moral law, which is the expression of the 
Divine ¥rill regarding right and wrong, so as to destroy its obliga- 
tions. ^^ Christ was to die, and he was the end of the moral law 
for righteousness to all that believe ;'' but He established its autlior- 
ity as a rule of life, Romans iii. 31. The reason given for the 
institution of the Sabbath, G^n. 2, still exists, and the &ct that the 
Sabbath was " made for man," shows that man is to enjoy it until 
the end of the world ; while the Sabbaths spoken of in Col. ii. 16, 
are evidently the Jewish Sabbaths which accompany their feasts, 
for the word is never used in the plural without the article, when 
it means the weekly Sabbath. In vain we lent him Haldane's 
excellent Paper on the Sanctification of the Sabbath, in the third 
volume of his Work on the Romans ; he returned it the next day, 
with a note containing a long quotation from Baumgarten, in which 
the latter asserts, that '* the rigid Scottish keeping of the Sabbath 
is a transgression of the law 1" He auoted a great deal more about 
our freedom from the command, and yet our obligation to observe 
it in a certain degree, which seemed to me just like playing at hide 
and seek with the law of God. It makes one bless His name for 
having appointed our lot in a nation which, of all others, acknow- 
ledges the Divine obligation of the Sabbath-day. Do read Hal- 
dane's Paper — ^it is the best I have seen. 

As there are more candidates for Mission work in Germany 
than there are in the Church of England, the latter is glad to. avail 
herself of the services of Lutheran Ministers, whom. she ordains 
and adopts as her own ; but devoted as most of them are to their 
work, it is surely a mattec of some importance that they believe 
in consubstantiation, baptismal regeneration (though not to the 
Puseyite and Romish extent), and that they deny the Divine 
authority of the Christian Sabbath. These are doctrines held and 
taught by our friend. Professor Graul, the head of the Mission 
Institution at Dresden, and the Divine obligation of the Sabbath 
is, I have been informed by Dr. W g, generally, if not univer- 
sally, denied even at the Basle College, from whence so many mis- 
sionaries issue. I have known some German missionaries (among 
them the Rev. Mr. Eriickeberg, of the Church Mission), and Mr. 
Sternberg, who are thorouffhly sound on these points, and I believe 
strictly ODserve the Sabbatli ; and the views of others on the Sacra- 
ments are often essentially modified by intercourse with their 
brethren of different orthodox denominations (for the Church of 
England Lutherans are generally remarkable for their Catholic 
spirit towards other Christians) ; but still, the above are the doc- 
trines to be expected from a Lutheran, and the Church of England 
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by adopting the Mistsionaries becomes responsible for the doctrines 
they teach. 

1 may add, that for self-devoted zeal none can surpass the Ger- 
man Missionaries. Many come to the country (some sent out by 
Pastor Gossner of Berlin) without any settled means of support* 
and if their lives are spared, continue labouring upon a casual pit- 
tance raised by the sympathy of tliose Christians who are aware 
of their circumstances. A very large proportion have fallen vic- 
tims to toils and privations, which a better acquaintance with the 
climate would have shown them could not be attempted without 
throwing away their lives. For instance, some have essayed to 
travel on foot, others to maintain themselves by field labour and in 
the burning plains of Bengal ; they have denied themselves the 
essential luxuries of Phankahs and Tatt's, under the idea that it 
would be self-indulgent to use them. In one instance, near Cal- 
cutta, the luggage-cart of a party of Missionaries stuck in a river. 
They harnessed themselves and drag^^ed it through, an act of 
amazing temerity in a country where five minutes exposure to the 
sun has sometimes caused death. In another instance, the^ wife of 
an officer finding that the newly-arrived Missionaries ate no meat 
supplied them from her own farm-yard. They sold tlie ducks and 
fowls for the benefit of the Mission ; but she was as determined in 
her care for them, as they were in self-denia), so she sent them the 
poultry ready for table, which obliged tliem to eat it 

The German Evangelical Mission in Southern India has twenty- 
nine male and about sixteen female Missionaries, and yet the whoU 
expense is 'only 4888/. per annum, each Missionary taking barely 
sufficient to live upon. 

Mr. Pfander tells us that one day he was detained in the city by 
a storm until it was quite dark ; when he set out he discovered 
that the Sais, who ought to have led the horse, as the carriage (a 
common PaUdg&ri) could not be driven, was moon blind, and 
could not see in the least. Mr. Pfander was, therefore, obliged to 
lead the S&is, who led the horse, and thus they reached home. 
Eating goats* liver is said to be a remedy for moon blindness. 

February 0th. — We drove to the house of the R. C. Bishop to 
get permission to see the Convent. He was at dinner, so that I 
only caught a glimpse of a very fine beard, as he came out on the 
terrace to speak to the gentlemen. He is an Italian, Borglii by 
name. We then proceeded to the Convent ; where, after waiting 
some time in a verandah overlooking a farm-yard with sundry 
Palkigdris, and some remarkably fine cattle, we were joined by 
two nuns robed in black, the elder a Frenchwoman, the younger 
Irish; they conducted us through a very neat garden to the school 
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for Europeans, some of whom are Protestants ! The ntins Asserted 
they were never interfered with in religious matters, but I have 
since had positive proof that (as is very natural) all means are ' 
used by the nuns to influence their pupils in favour of Popery. 
Their dormitory was scrupulously neat and clean ; there are about 
seventeen nuns of the order of Jesus and Mary, t. e. Jesuits. The 
Abbess was absent, having gone to meet four now English nuns 
who had just arrived from Europe. 

There are about forty European young ladies, who, With the 
school for natives and for soldiers' children (both of which we 
visited^, make up about one hundred children under the exclusive 
care ot the sisterhood. The native girls make artificial flowers 
beautifully. The nun who had charge of the soldiers' children 
was a. very pleasing little Frenchwoman. They all seemed very 
fond of a little orphan, of two years old, of whom they have 
charge. What a comfort to nuns to have the charge of children 1 
Miss S. spoke to our Irish conductress about her health, which 
seemed to sufier from the confinement of the Convent She 
answered with forced gaiety : " What does it matter ? We only 
go a little sooner." We all noticed the restless, unsatisfied expres- 
sion of countenance of these poor prisoners. Came home ; packed 
and started about seven o'clock. We now feel quite settled the 
moment we return to our pallds and dak life, it is much more 
quiet and regular than when we stop any where. Mr. and Mrs. E, 
are a very pleasant and most obliging host and hostess. 

Wednesaay, February 10th. — We arrived at Alighar about nine 
o'clock. Mr. T., the Commissioner, could not take .us in, his house 
being turned inside out by plasterers and painters, but sent us a 
basket of flowers and vegetables to the D^k Bungalow, which is 
the best we have seen, having been formerly the Commissioner's 
kacheri or oflSce. Dr. Paton asked us to luncheon, which as we 
were tired we declined* but he paid us a visit, and Mrs. Paton sent 
me a pretty bouquet of the English flowers of the season. We 
left Alighar about half-past six : it has a fort which was taken after 
the whole grenadier company of one regiment had been swept 
away. 

Thursday, February 11th. — Arrived this morning at Sikandra 
Bungalow about eight o'clock. The Indian squirrels, which are 
very numerous and pretty, are very small, with three black stripes 
down the back. We left Sikandra too soon, at half-past five, and 
reached Delhi, about thirty-six miles, by three p.m. Finished our 
sleep in thu compound of the Ddk Bungalow, and then, after par- 
taking of tea made on the top of the l*alki Miss M. proccede<l to 
her brother's house, and we to that of Mr. K., of the Civil Ser- 
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Tice. Mrs. R. is not well, but Miss W., her sister, eonducted me 
to A comfortnblo tent On our way hitlior we passed under the 
walls of the I'alaco of Delhi, with two very fine gateways. The 
wall, instead of being a blank as ours generally are, is ornamented 
at tne top with a sort of Vandyk scollop, which improves it 
greatly. The difference in the people as we get up the country is 
very remarkable. Here they are a fine athletic race of men, as 
tali as Europeans, and much fairer than the Betigalis ; this accounts 
for the height of the Bengal Sepihis,. none of whom are natives 
of Bengal Proper. Delhi strikes me as being the finest city we 
have yet seen. Ben&res is the most picturesque, being the most 
thoroufi;hly Hindu. Agra has the most beautiful buildings, but 
Delhi IS more like a great Muhammadan capital. We passed an 
immense tank of red stone, and several fine aqueducts, or raised 
stone canals, running through the city. The appearance of one 
of them as it rolled its mass of waters under overshadowing trees 
for a great distance was very beautiful. The turbans worn here 
are very small, and of the 'gayest colours ; rose colour seems a 
fistvourite hue. 

On asking if gentlemen could visit the old King, I found that 
Lord EUenborough had forbidden the presentation of Nazzars to 
him, and since that time, he has never sat in his great HaU of 
Audience, nor received any one. How petty it is to fret an old 
man of seventy-six by refusing to allow third persons to pay him 
the usual mark of homage 1 If every one in India brought him 
' a Nazzar what harm could it do us ? On the contrary, the more 
reverence is shown to him the more important is he in our hands. 

We had a very pleasant drive in the evening with Mrs. R. and 
Miss W. over very bad roads, but rather pretty country, to a hill 
from whence we had a view of the cantonments. Saw many wild 

Eeacocks close to the road, and a flock of wild geese over our 
eads. Passed the house of Hindu Rao, a Mahratta chief, a very 
intelligent man and great sportsman, very fond of the British. 

Saturday, February 13th. — Rose at gun-fire, i, c., dawn ; drove 
to the palace, which is surrounded by a noble wall of red stone. 
On our way we passed the English church built by Colonel Skin- 
ner, I suppose, in his public capacity, for in his private character 
he erected a mosque just opposite. The palace gateway, 0. said, 
somewhat resembles the Char Chowk or Great Bazdr at Kabul, but 
this is much handsomer. It is very long, so that one takes some 
time in driving through it, and a go6d deal like what bazirs are at 
home, an arcade with smaAl shops on each side. The court beyond 
would be very handsome were it in proper order, but the channel 
for water which crosses it is broken and dry. Here some Chob 
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dars, men with silver sticks, met us, without whom no one can 
enter the palace, within whose precincts no one is allowed to use 
that emblem of royalty a parasol or umbrella ; I therefore covered 
my bonnet with a shawl. 

We left the carriage and walked into the second court where 
the Diwlkn-i-iim is situated. Over the second gateway, and facing 
the King's throne, is a gallery for a band of musicians. The 
Diwiin-i-4m is an open hfdl supported on pillars, and filled with 
servants sleeping on their charpais or native beds, which are just 
four-footed frames with cord or broad tape to lie upon. It was 
also crowded with Palkis and Tonjons (the latter are like the body 
of a small gig, with a pole before and oehind, and are carried on 
men's shoulders), belonging to the royal family. Some must have 
been very handsome. The present king, Bah&dar Shah, has eighty 
sons and daughters, and although his income is very large, it is 
all swallowed up by so numerous a family. The throne is a 
canopy of marble, supported on four pillars, richly gilt and inlaid, 
projecting from a small chamber in me hall, die whole of which 
IS beautifully inlaid with birds, fruits, and flowers in Florentine 
Mosaic ; and over the door behind the throne, through which the 
king was wont to enter, is a Mosaic copy of Rafifaelle's Apollo 
playing on tlie violin : this, with manv other circumstances^ 
proves that Sbah Jehdn employed Italian architects. On the 
bronze gates, which are exactly like some of the fine church doors 
in Italy, are lilies, such as are so often used as emblematical of 
the Virgin. Among the birds on the walls of the throne-chamber 
is a very good Mosaic of a bulfinch, a bird quite unknown in 
India. Beneatli the throne is a very handsome white marble 
table from which all the precious work in pietra dura has been 
picked out by the Mahrattas. On this the Y&zir used to stand, 
and thus hand up petitions to the Sovereign, who, from his elevated 
seat, had a view of both courts of tlie Palace, so that one under- 
stands how a petitioner could make sal4m to the King on entering 
the outer couru 

Passing through the third court we came to the fourth, where 
the Dewan-i-Khas or Hall of State is situated. Like all other 
Halls, Mcjsques, Miners, — I might almost say every kind of Muham- 
madan building, — it is raised on a chabutra or platform about 
three feet high, which is admirably carved, as is likewise a marble 
railing in front of it The scarlet awnings which used to extend 
from its facade halfway across the court, are now sadly discoloured 
and faded. The hall is supported on massive columns of white 
marble, the lower part of which is inlaid like the throne in the 
D6w4n-i-&m with precious Mosaic of flowers, and the upper 
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Bohiad tlM tbroaa are marblo kttiott oTefkwkiag tha Uodl 
Jamna and tlM aanouidiaff ooaatiy. la ttw oeatra oaa tharo k a 
seat for tho King formed of one huge block of aUb«ilar« Oa ona 
side of this onoe-nnoqiialled tkrone-foom k a smaller kail wketa 
the King usually sits to administer justice. A pair of aoaka adorn 
the walL The pardahs or curtains between the pillars are torai 
and foded. The old King retains no authority beyond the pre- 
cincts of the P^aoe : his estates are under the mansffemaat of tha 
GoT^nor-GeneraTs Agent, who obtains for the agw monaioh a 
much larger reyenue than the dishonesty and bad managemeal 
of his own people over allowed him to receive fVom the same 
lands. The palace garden would be rery fine if it were in tola* 
rable order ; but neither the Kin^ nor the Government of India 
like to pay for repairs. It is extensive, and intersected with broad 
shady walks, with canals and fountains on every side» In some 
parts the water runs under a pavement in which open patterns ara 
cut of stars and other devices. There were fow flowers, and tlioea 
common ones. We saw a fine bath of a single block of marble; 
and on each side of the garden is a large Rummer house, one of 
which is called Sawan, and the other Bhadon, (Vom tlie two rainy 
months, which begin about the middle of ^ly and end tlie miu- 
die of September. The reason is that these bans (which are raised 
a good height from the ground) have not only fountains all round 
them, but a large deep square bath in the centre, each side of which 
is full of niches for lamps, over which the water falls to the dspth 
of about five feet There is a large tank in tlie centre of tha 
garden, which the present King has spoilt, by erecting a summar 
house of red stone m the centre. At the end of ona of tho canals 
is a building of some height, as usual, full of lamp niches for a ' 
cascade to fall over. As we were not allowed to use our parasolS| 
it was well for us that the garden was sd shady. 

The present heir apparent of the empire of Akbar the Great, 
lives in a part of the palace which is thatched. The state Palkb 
(called Nalkis) like the state howdahs are in the shape of four-post 
canopies, with an awning in front They are paihtea crimson and 
gold. 

We drove out by a part of the palace where tho under servant! 
live, something equivalent to ^ mews^ in London. We soon reaoh* 
ed the magnificent Jamma Masjid, which ii approached by an 
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immeDse flight ^f steps, like those of some of the churches at 
Yeuice, only on ^ mor^ gigantic sc^e. The whole building is of 
red ^tone iplaid ivith white marble, of which latter material th^ 
domes ar^ huilt. 

I forgot to tell you of the Eing*s private chapel, ^ second Moti 
MASjtd m the palace, It is built of the purest marble^ beautifully 
parved, with three gilt domes. Yet even this g^em is so far neg- 
lected that the small marble tank in front of it v;as dry, and a 
handful of long grass growing out of it. 

Perhaps 1 have not made it clear to you, that all eminent mos- 
q^es form ope side of a Quadrangle, the other three sides of which 
arcf cQlonnades, Every Masjid is so built that the worshippers on 
j^ntering |j^ce Mecca, thereforia iu this country the entrance of 
^very mosque faces the east The quadrangle of the Jamma 
Masjid is iipmense, the colonnades are open, and the views through 
then) of the city and its tree^ are very pretty. These are the first 
opep colonnades I ht^ve seen. I am inclined to prefer this Masjid 
pven to the Moti Masji4 of Agra ; the latter i$ most beautiful, but 
this &r exceeds it in pimple grandeur. It is a P^ost stately build- 
ing. Several Mussulmdn^ wer^ bathing their heads, feet, an4 
hands in the t^nl^ in tli^ centre of the court, and we afterwards 
sa^r pne at prayer. The prescribed postures are manifold : some- 
times he sat on his heels, sometimes prostrated his forehead on the 
ground, sometin^es stood praying, sometimes opened his hands as 
if reading from them, but it ^as all done with much more de- 
cency, solemnity, andf apparent abstraction from outward objects 
than is usually 3eeu ^mong Romanist votaries. The pulpit con- 
sists of three finely c^yed marble steps, but it was dirty, and some 
common pitchers were hidden underneath it There is another 
pulpit of marble of a different shape just outside the mosque ; this 
IS used on the last day of Ramaz&n, when the King comes in state 
to break up th^ fast, aud almost every Mussulman in Delhi is pre- 
sent; the gre^t court, which holds about ^2,000 persons, is then 
filled, and as the voice of the {man inside would be inaudible to 
whis multitude, another takes his place, qu the elevated pulpit, and 
acts as fugleman to the vast prowd present, all of whom kneel, 
rise, stand, au4 pray as one man. 

Mr. Koberts saw this la^t October, and said it was a very fine 
spectacle, but then comes the thought that this worship dishonours 
Gqd by denying the Trinity in Unity, and lowei-s the Lord our 
righteousness to the level of a creature. On the left hand of the 
Masjid is an inclosure in which the beard of Muhummud is said 
to be preserved ; there they would not let us enter, whereupon 
my husbap4 t9l4 them it was idola^ouii to insider a place more 
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holy where the beard of a man was preserved than the mosque 
where they worshipped God himself, <kc. llie semicircular recess 
ill the centre of the mosque contains divers sheets of paper covered 
with writing. The words being, in some cases, arranged in curious 
devices so as to form rosettes and other figures (in fact, not unlike 
specimens of caligraphj at home), the nature of which I curiously 
inquired. We found they were done by different personages (one 
by the King, another bv the heir apparent, both of whom are 
greats adepts in the art ot penmanship), partly out of devotion, the 
sentences being from the Kuran, and partly perhaps to make their 
talents public Divers little boys were sitting in the colonnades 
reading, or rather chaunting, the Kuran at the very top of their 
lunffs, and with no more attention than school boys learning the 
Latm Grammar in England. When I praised the beautiful form 
of the Arabic letters some time ago, I did not know the difference 
between these and the Persian : they are the same characters, but 
the Arabic are upright and much stiffer, while the Persian is a 
beautiful flowing character which cannot be printed on account of 
Its luxuriant lines, so that books printed in Persian are in the Ara- 
bic letters, while true Persian can only be lithographed. 

Went up to the roof of the Masjld, and close beneath us saw a 
sport for which Delhi is famous. On the roOf of several houses 
were men waving little flags to make their flock of pigeons fly, 
while elder men sat gravely by, smoking. A Iftrge hurdle was fixed 
on the roof for the pigeons to alight upon. When they meet an- 
other flock in the air the two parties mingle, and one invariably 
carries away some from the other. Each flock then returns home, 
and the owner who has gained some of his neighbour's birds, goes 
to him and threatens to sell them if they are not ransomed. It 
was very pretty to watch two, three, and sometimes four flocks of 
these beautiful birds, of all colours, meeting, mingling, and then 
parting again. This is a fistvourite amusement of the old King, 
many of whose bird cases were on the top of his Hall of Justice. 

We ascended the Minlr, which is 160 feet high. The view 
of the city was very different from that of Sendres : here, 
although the Hindu half of the population is rather the larger, 
yet the character of the buildings' is Muhammadan ; the houses 
are onlv two stories high, instead of the lofty edifices at Ben4re8, 
and amid the multitude of mosques I only remarked the pointed 
dome of one Hindu temple. 

The streets are the widest we have seen in any native city, 
many trees are interspersed among the houses, and the aspect of 
the country, covered with old tombs, not unlike that of the 

5* 
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Gamp&gna di Roma. I begin to think Hindustan is one vast 
plain ; I have not seen a hill since we letl the R4jmah&l range. 

On descending the steps of the Jamma Masjid we found a 
group of Afghans, who, as usual, gazed at us with much curiosity. 
In the afternoon these steps are the resort of merchants, and sellers 
of every kind; now, early in the morning, they were occupied by 
men waiting to be hired, as in the parable of the labourers in the 
vineyard. Met many in the streets riding on fine oxen. We have 
done with the £kk4, or one horse carriage of Benfi^al, and find 
instead the Byli, a similar conveyance but drawn by two oxen. 
Instead of tlie large white turbans worn lower down the country, 
the men of Delhi deliffht in the smallest and brightest varieties 
of head gear, their turbans being jauntily stuck on one side, gene- 
rally over the left ear. 

We drove through the Chandi Chowk, which is very wide with 
an aqueduct in the midst ; it is the main street of the city. On 
one side of it is a little mosque of white marble with three gilded 
domes, memorable enough, for when Nadir Shah invaded India in 
1739, the reigning sovereign of Delhi went out to meet him, they 
entered the city together, and Nadir quartered his nobles and troops 
on the inhabitants (being much sucn a guest as Napoleon proved 
when he came to ^ve fi*eedom to Germany), but with the strictest 
order to do no injury. One morning it was bruited about that 
the dreaded Persian King was dead. Immediately the people of 
Delhi rose upon his troops, and many of the inhabitants gave up 
their guests to slaughter. But the lion soon showed he was not 
dead. Nadir gave the order for indiscriminate massacre. He 
drew his sword, and sat there in that little mosque, with the 
symbol of vengeance in his hand, till tlie streets of Delhi ran red 
with blood, and the King and his nobles came down from the 
palace, and besought him to put an end to the work of death. 
Then Nadir sheathed his sword, and the slaughter was stayed. 
He returned to Persia laden with the spoil of the imperial city, 
which had . hardly recovered from this misfortune when the 
Mahrattas came down like a flock of vultures to prey upon the 
game struck down by the mighty hunter. 

Passed a garden, made by the Begum Rushanira, the daughter 
of Shah Jehln. 

Sunday, February 14th. — Mr. R. read prayers, and C. a sermon 
on ^* Peace with God," a most admirable one by Rev. Chas. Brad- 
ley. Wo had very heavy rain the previous evening and this morn- 
ing. Strange for this country, we have had rain nftor evory halt ; 
lit Beu&rott, Ouwnporo, Agra, and hero. Wo liuvo uUo had green 
peas ever since we landed. The European vegetables flourish 
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only in the cold weather. 0. went with the rest of the party to 
church, a very bad sermon, though the Clergyman is zealous in 
having service often. At many stations, sucn as Mainpuri, there 
is no chaplain. At the latter place Mr. Unwin reads tiie English 
Liturgy, and an American Missionary preaches. 

They have several small comforts m India which are not so 
often thought of in England. For instance, only arnt chairs aro 
used at dinner ; there are always plenty of footstools in the dining 
and drawing rooms, and also m the carriages, which is really a 
comfort Hot water plates are used at every meal. 

Monday, February 15th. — Started soon after gun fire in a very 
English fog (Miss M. accompanying us), for the Eutab. The 
roads all round Dehli are detestable, though Mr. R. is doing his 
best to get them mended. The country is most interesting ; full 
of ancient tombs and mosques. 

We passed a huge ape, *^ sloping along," as an American would 
say ; there are numbers of wild monkeys in the neighbourhood. 
About half way to the Kutab we stopped to see the tomb of Safdar 
Jung, the founder of the present dynasty of Oud, who called in 
the Mahrattas to deliver the country from the Rohillas. He was 
Vnzir to the king of Dehli, and to this day the people speak of the 
Sovereign of Laknao (who is a King of our making) as the Vazir. 
I did not much admire the tomb ; one becomes very fastidious 
after seeing such admirable buildings as we have lately done. 

We changed horses ; a Rajah in the city having lent us a pair. 
Two of his Sdises ran the whole way ; it is quite a pleasure to see 
these men run, they do it so well, very near the ground, and, at 
the same time, with indescribable lightness, and with a regularity 
of pace that looks as if they would go on for ever. A Muham- 
madan woman was standing at the gateway, whose whole dress 
consisted of a pair of trousers, and a cloth wrapped round her head 
and the upper part of her body, so that I took her for a man. 

We arrived at the Eutab about nine o^clock, and while waiting 
for breakfast and for Mr. R. (who left us en route to inspect a piece 
of new road, the roads and villages being under his superinten- 
dence as magistrate and collector of the district), I went with my 
husband to ]ck)k at this famous tower. It is truly magnificent ; the 
highest in the world (not reckoning China), being 24G feet in 
hj^lght It is built of rea stone in five different shafts, each crowned 
byffi gallery of the most exquisite workmanship, and adorned with 
batlds of colossal Arabic inscriptions in relief. It is^ fluted tlie 
whole way tip; narrowing as it ascends. The lower story has 
twenty -seven volutes alternately round and angular ; in the next 
story the volutes are all rounded, in the third all angular. .The 
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the latter is the most evangelical and the best minister. A native 
woman partook of the Sacrament After the service, Mr. lish 
told us tnat the lives of the converts are generally very satisfach 
torj ; they have no very great success, but enough to encourage 
them and make them grateful. We did not return until post 
eight, and found our hosts had very kindly waited dinner for us. 

Monday, February 8th. — Drove to the fort, which is very fine ; 
it was taken by Lord Lake from the Mahrattas at the beginning of 
this century. We drove through three courts, and alighted at a 
flight of steps. Parsing throu^ a handsome gateway, we found 
ourselves in the court of the Mot! Masjid, or Pearl Mosque, which 
is worthy of its name. This is surrounded by colonnades of white 
marble, with a tank in the middle : the mosque itself occupies the 
fourth side of the square. It is raised above the level of the court, 
and is paved with huge slabs of white marble, each of which is 
inlaid with a slender line, like the outline of a pointed window, 
and destined for one worshipper. The mosque is open to the court, 
and composed of three aisles, running parallel to the spectator's 
eye, the contrary way to those of our churches. There are of 
course three domes ; and in the interior is a flight of four or five 
steps of white marble, on the top of which the mullah sits to read 
ana expound the law, while the sovereign and his court meekly sit 
on the floor. At either end are marble lattices delicately carved, 
behind which the ladies of the harem could see and hear without 
being seen. 

We ascended the roof under the guidance of a courteous mullah, 
and risked our precious persons, as he daily risks his, by scram- 
bling up a rude ladder to one of ihe minarets, from whence we had 
a birdVeye view of the fort, and also of the ever-beautiful Taj, and 
the other adornments of the city. The said mullah, instead of 
being a portly man in white, as one fancies all mullahs ought to be, 
was dressed in a blue garment, lined with orange and trimmed at 
the sleeves with white fur ; a yellow rezai with red flowers, lined 
with blue, with a crimson border to the lining, was wrapt round 
the upper part of his body. He had a small white turban : but 
told us when he was officiating, he always wore a white robe. 

In front of the mosque is a long inscription in colossal Arabic 
letters of black marble. We next went to the palace, which is 
also within the fort. . In the little garden we met some Panjdbis, 
attendants on R&jih Lai Sing, who is immured here. They were 
remarkably fine-looking men, both in feature and height, and very 
courteous and respectful in manner. 0. complimented them on 
their fidelity to their chief, which delighted them greatly, so that 
they burst out into a perfect chorus of words, patted and stroked 
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him'; and, whilo lie was showing thetD my opera^lass through 
which they were all eager to look, one of them continued stroking 
him on the hack as if he had heen some soft furry-creature. They 
stared at Miss M. and me ; and one, an old man with a long grey 
heard, came round to have a better view at us. 

After seeing the Diwdn-i-Kh&s or Hall of Nobles, where the 
sovereign used to hold his Darb4r, C. invited them to accompany us 
into the vaults. We first saw the Shish-Mahill, or looking-glass 
palace, a beautiful hall, the walls of which are covered with thousands 
of little mirrors with silver flowers embossed on them, while every 
here and there a portion of blue and gold or crimson and gold is 
introduced— the mirror part forming the ground of the flowers. 
Much is broken and defaced, but enough remains to ^ve one an 
idea of the brilliant effect 'it must have had when lighted up. 
Opposite the entrance of the principal hall is a cascade, or rather 
a place in the wall, over which a cascade used to flow into a deep 
bath beneath. Behind the cascade are double rows of niches, 
wherein lamps used to be placed — imagine how pretty it must 
have looked. 

We then descended into a narrow passage, with a torch-bearer 
for our guide, and climbing up to a low archway, about four feet 
from the ground, we jumped down on the other side into a vaulted 
apartment, very much like one of the Halls of the Inquisition. 
Here any of the hapless women of the harem, who incurred the 
suspicion or displeasure of her lord, was hung upon a black beam 
which still traverses the apartment, and when life was extinct, the 
once admired form was cut dbwn and suffered to drop into a deep 
well beneath, from whence it floated into the Jamna. The well is 
now nearly choked up, and the air was poisoned with the smell of 
the bats who infest the place — ^fit emblems of the evil deeds 
committed there. The very Sikhs seemed to look with pity on a 
spot whence so many souls have parted in anguish for a land of 
darkness. After all, these deeds of cruelty do not shock one so 
much when resulting from human passion as when committed 
under pretext of doing either God or man service, as in those 
dark places of the earth, the Inquisitions at Venice and else- 
where. 

On emerging we were led through many passages where the 
ladies used to play at hide and seek, and which were probably 
also used for keeping the royal treasures. These passages led 
to half dark apartments, where the inmates of the Zen&ni bathed 
in the heats of summer. We then re-ascended to the upper 
chambers, of which it is vain to attempt anv description. They 
are realizations of the " Arabian Nights." • There are innumerable 
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halls and chambers, the former open on three sides, and supported 
on beautiful pillars, richly inlaid with Florentine mosaic; the 
walls are covered with flowers and arabesques painted on the 
marble, in a kind of raised lacquer, with much gilding ; they are 
also panelled with flowers in bas-relief, among which the lily is 
conspicuous, probably introduced here, and also in the T^j and the 
Moti Musjid, by the Italian artist, out of devotion to the Virgin. 
Many of these halls have cascades, batbs, or fountains, paved with 
mosaic, or little marble watercourses running through them. 
There are numberless smaller rooms for sleeping apartments, and 
for the retainers of the Court ; and terraces on the roof, shaded 
by marble lattices of the most delicate open-work, used during the 
hot nights of summer. 

From the marble balcony of a beautiful projecting circular 
apartment, there is a lovely view of tlie city, interspersed with 
trees, of the noble river, and of all the finest buildings in the 
neighbourhood. Many of these are in ruins, but we were told 
that the remains of subterranean passages still exist, by which the 
ladies of the Royal Zendn& might visit those of all the principal 
nobles, whenever Uiey pleased. At the top of another terrace is a 
marble seat, with very high steps to it, from the Palace Court below. 
Here the Vazir sat, and administered justice or injustice ** accord- 
ing to faculty,'' or reviewed troops. !rrobably it was from such a 
seat that the king in the Arabian tales beheld his daughter's con- 
test with the magician, when she transformed herself into a cock, 
and eat up her antagonist in the shape of pomegranate seeds. 
We saw a small praying-place for the inferior women servants, and 
lastly a miniature Moti Masjid of white marble with three domes, 
for the great ladies or Begums (pray pronounce begoom^. Here 
one of our attendants was sharply reprimanded by a brotner Mus- 
salman for daring to enter the house of prayer with his shoes on. 
They expect nothing better from us, but condemn it in each otlier. 

We next went to see the Diwdn-i-Am, or Common Hall (you 
may translate it Court of Common Pleas) whore, in a raised clium- 
ber in the wall, about ten feet from the ground, the Sovereign gave 
audience to his poor liege men. It is now approached by a tem- 
porary flight of steps on each side, and occupied by a marble sofa 
and two arm-chairs, inlaid with colours, and partly gilt, a present 
from some neighbouring RAjah to Lord FUenborough, who held a 
mock regal court here on his return from the north-west frontier, 
and actually put up his arms over those of the Company, and 
inserted them in some of the Palace windows, iust as a private 
would scrawl his name in charcoal on the walls 1 and with as 
much right 
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Thia liall is tiow tbe aiinouiy, and at one tod ar^ tlie notorious 
Somn.1th gates ; they are of sandal wood, lind inust have been 
beautiful Bi>eciincns of carving before thej were so tnuch defaced. 
Two Siklis, one of thein a perfect model for k t>ainter, with bare 
arms, and enveloped in a huge re2fli (quilt^, followed us every- 
where, and with the chaprdsis and othei^, inspected dverythitig 
with the greatest fittention, ftnd listened with mtich interest to C.*8 
account of the ne^ly-invented gun-cotton ; our Sikh friend witb 
the quilt, especially, seemed to think the hiqmats, 6r tricks bt 
Science of the S&hib L6g, perfectly astoUishing. 

Leaving' the arsenal C. stopped to speak to an old Aerge^nt ot 
horse artillery^ who remarked that When he entered the army a 
inah was punished if he did not take his allowance of spirits^it 
Was called contempt of the Company 1 ** We were fil«t taught to 
drink, sir/' said he, '* and theh punished fof being drunkiki'ds r A 
man is hoiif aUowed money instead of spirits, if he prefers it. The 
sergeant gave it as his decided opinion, that in no case whatever 
do men require strong drink, eicept for hospital purposes! { ilnder 
the vetj hardest work they are better litid stronger with nothing 
but water. On our way home we stopped at the JdMma Masjid, 
which is very large, with a find tank iii the middle of the ooiirt} 
but being built of red sandstone, which is apt to Crumble, part of 
the colonnade has fallen down, and the whole of the paveriieht ot 
the mosque is in course of repair. 

Mr. Pfahdet dined with us: he is frona Wiirieniberg, -I^We' 
religion has always been more general than in any* othei^ pairt o^ 
the empire { but he said that the gteat improvement in this respect 
had been of late most remarkable in Prussia, Which some yeiirs 
ago had become almost entirely infidel. He recommended '* Thd- 
luck's Serinohs," but I am suspicious of them notwithstiitding, 
having just read the appendix to ^ Haldan'e's CothmehUiry 6ti thci 
Romans." 

Speaking bf the state of teligion in Gfermady, led u6 to ineiitioii 
the obsefviitiOn o^ the Sabbath, aud we discovered thiit Mr. Pfand^ir 
held the tt^ual German doctritie, that the fourth Commandmetit is 
not binding Oil Christians, but that the first day of the week is to 
be observed more as an ordinance of the Church thdt for any 
othoi^ reason, all days being alike to Christians. We had a long 
discussion on this point, but he took nO notice of the reasons we 
brought forward for believing all the commandments of perpetual 
obligation, because giveii by the mouth of God, and written by 
His finger on Sinai, as also from the words of our LoM — " I am 
not come to destroy the law," Ao. He fulfilled the ceremotiial 
law, which by its vety n&liire (being a prophecy iii symbols) was 
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incapable of being fulfilled or realized more than once; but it is 
impossible so to fulfil the moral law, which is the expression of the 
Divine vrill regarding right and wrong, so as to destroy its obliga* 
tions. *' Christ was to die, and he was the end of the moral law 
for righteousness to all that believe ;^ but He established its autlior- 
ity as a rule of life, Romans iii. 31. The reason given for the 
institution of the Sabbath, Qen, 2, still exists, and the &ct that the 
Sabbath was ** made for man," shows that man is to enjoy it until 
the end of the world ; while the Sabbaths spoken of in Col. ii. 16, 
are evidently the Jewish Sabbaths which accompany their feasts, 
for the word is never used in the plural without the article, when 
it means the weeklv Sabbath. In vuin we lent him Haldane's 
excellent Paper on the Sanctification of the Sabbath, in the third 
volume of his Work on the Romans ; he returned it the next day, 
with a note containing a long quotation from Baumgarten, in which 
the latter asserts, that ** the rigid Scottish keeping of the Sabbath 
is a transgression of the law I" He quoted a great deal more about 
our freedom from the command, and yet our obligation to observe 
it in a certain degree, which seemed to me just like playing at hide 
and seek with the law of God. It makes one bless His name for 
having appointed our lot in a nation which, of all others, acknow- 
ledges the Divine obligation of the Sabbath-day. Do read Hal- 
dane's Paper — ^it is the best I have seen. 

As there are more candidates for Mission work in Germany 
than there are in the Church of England, the latter is glad to. avail 
herself of the services of Lutheran Ministers, whom, she ordains 
and adopts as her own ; but devoted as most of them are to their 
work, it is surely a matter of some importance that they believe 
in consubstantiation, baptismal regeneration (though not to the 
Puseyite and R;omish extent^, and that they deny the Divine 
authoritv of the Christian Sabbath. These are doctrines held and 
taught by our friend, Professor Graul, the head of the Mission 
Institution at Dresden, and the Divine obligation of the Sabbath 
is, I have been informed by Dr. W g, generally^ if not univer- 
sally, denied even at the Basle College, from whence so many mis- 
sionaries issue. I have known some German missionaries (among 
them the Rev. Mr. Eriickeberg, of the Church Mission), and Mr. 
Sternberg, who are thoroughly sound on these points, and I believe 
strictly ODserve the Sabbath ; and the views of others on the Sacra- 
ments are often essentiallv modified by intercourse with their 
brethren of different orthodox denominations (for the Church of 
England Lutherans are generallv remarkable for their Catholio 
spirit towards other Christians) ; but still, the above are the doc- 
trines to be expected from a Lutheran, and the Church of England 
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by adopting the Missionaries becomes responsible for the doctrines 
they teach. 

1 may add, that for sclf-devoted zeal none can surpass the Ger- 
man Missionaries. Many come to the country (some sent out by 
Pastor Gossner of Berlin) without any settled means of support, 
and if their lives are spared, continue labouring upon a casual pit- 
tance raised by the sympathy of tliose Christians who are aware 
of their circumstances. A very large proportion have fallen vic- 
tims to toils and privations, which a better acquaintance with the 
climate would have shown them could not be attempted without 
throwing away their lives. For instance, some have essayed to 
travel on foot, others to maintain themselves by field labour and in 
the burning plains of Bengal ; they have denied themselves the 
essential luxuries of Phankahs and Tatt's, under the idea that it 
would be self-indulgent to use them. In one instance, near Cal- 
cutta, the luggage-cart of a party of Missionaries stuck in a river. 
They harnessed themselves and dragged it through, an act of 
amazing temerity in a country where five minutes exposure to the 
sun has sometimes caused death. In another instance, the' wife of 
an ofiBcer finding that the newly-arrived Missionaries ate no meat 
supplied them from her own farm-yard. They sold Uie ducks and 
fowls for the benefit of the Mission ; but she was as determined in 
her care for them, as they were in self-denial, so she sent them the 
poultry ready for table, which obliged them to eat it. 

The German Evangelical Mission in Southern India has twenty- 
nine male and about sixteen female Missionaries, and yet the whole 
expense is 'only 4888/. per annum, each Missionary taking barely 
sufficient to live upon. 

Mr. Pfander tells us that one day he was detained in the city by 
a storm until it was quite dark ; when he set out he discovered 
that the Sdis, who ought to have led the horse, as the carriage (a 
common Palkigdri) could not be driven, was moon blind, and 
could not see in the least. Mr. P&nder was, therefore, obliged to 
lead the Sais, who led the horse, and thus they reached home. 
Eating goats' liver is said to be a remedy for moon blindness. 

February 0th. — We drove to the house of the R. C. Bishop to 
get permission to see the Convent. He was at dinner, so that I 
only caught a glimpse of a very fine beard, as he came out on the 
terrace to speak to the gentlemen. He is an Italian, Borghi by 
name. We then proceeded to the Convent ; where, after waiting 
some time in a verandah overlooking a farm-yard with sundry 
Palkigdris, and some remarkably fine cattle, we were joined by 
two nuns robed in black, the elder a Frenchwoman, the younger 
Irish ; they conducted us through a very neat garden to the school 
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for Europeans, some of whom are ProtestaDts ! The nuns asserted 
they were never interfered with in religious matters, but I have 
since had positive proof that (as is very natural) all means are * 
used by the nuns to influence their pupils in favour of Popery. 
Their dormitory was scrupulously neat and clean ; there are about 
seventeen nuns of the order of Jesus and Mary, t. e, Jesuits. The 
Abbess was absent, having gone to meet four new English nuns 
who had just arrived from Europe. 

There are about forty European young ladies, who, with the 
school for natives and for soldiers' children (both of which we 
visited j, make up about one hundred children under the exclusive 
care ot the sisterhood. The native girls make artificial flowers 
beautifully. The nun who had charge of the soldiers' children 
was a. very pleasing little Frenchwoman. They all seemed very 
fond of a little orphan, of two years old, of whom they have 
charge. What a comfort to nuns to have the charge of children 1 
Miss S. spoke to our Irish conductress about her health, which 
seemed to suffer from the confinement of the Convent She 
answered with forced gaiety : " What does it matter ? We only 
go a little sooner." We all noticed the restless, unsatisfied expres- 
sion of countenance of these poor prisoners. Came home ; packed 
and started about seven o'clock. We now feel quite settled the 
moment we return to our pallds and dak life, it is much more 
quiet and regular than when we stop any where. Mr. and Mrs. E. 
are a very pleasant and most obliging host and hostess. 

Wednesday, February 10th. — We arrived at Alighar about nine 
o'clock. Mr. T., the Commissioner, could not take .us in, his house 
being turned inside out by plasterers and painters, but sent us a 
basket of flowers and vegetables to the Dkk Bungalow, which is 
the best we have seen, having been formerly the Commissioner's 
kacheri or office. Dr. Paton asked us to luncheon, which as we 
were tired we declined, but he paid us a visit, and Mrs. Paton sent 
me a pretty bouquet of the English flowers of the season. We 
left Alighar about half-past six : it has a fort which was taken after 
the whole grenadier company of one regiment had been swept 
away. 

Thursday, February 11th. — Arrived this morning at Sikandra 
Bungalow about eight o'clock. The Indian squirrels, which are 
very numerous and pretty, are very small, with three black stripes 
down the back. We left Sikandra too soon, at half-past five, and 
reached Delhi, about thirty-six miles, by three p.m. Finished our 
sleep in thu compound of the IMk Bungalow, and then, after par- 
taking of tea made on the top of the I'ulk! Miss M. proceeded to 
her brother's house, and we to that of Mr. K., of the Civil Ser- 
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vice. Mrs. R. is not well, but Miss W., her sister, eondacted me 
to A comfortablo tont. On our way hither we passed under the 
walls of the Palace of Delhi, with two very fine gateways. The 
wall, instead of being a blank as ours generally are, is ornamented 
at tne top with a sort of Vandyk scollop, which improves it 
greatly. The difference in the people as we get up the country is 
very remarkable. Here they are a fine athletic race of men, as 
tall as Europeans, and much fairer than the Bebgalis ; this accounts 
for the height of the Bengal Sepihis,. none of whom are natives 
of Bengal Proper. Delhi strikes me as being the finest city we 
have yet seen. Ben&res is the most picturesque, being the most 
thoroughly Hindu. Agra has the most beautiful buildings, but 
Delhi IS more like a great Muhammadan capital. We passed an 
immense tank of red stone, and several fine aqueducts, or raised 
stone canals, running through the city. The appearance of one 
of them as it rolled its mass of waters under overshadowing trees 
for a great distance was very beautiful. The turbans worn here 
are very small, and of the 'gayest colours ; rose colour seems a 
favourite hue. 

On asking if gentlemen could visit the old King, I found that 
Lord £llenborough had forbidden the presentation of Nazzars to 
him, and since that time, he has never sat in his great Hall of 
Audience, nor received any one. How petty it is to fret an old 
man of seventy-six by refusing to allow third persons to pay him 
the usual mark of homage I If every one in India brought him 
' a Nazzar what harm could it do us t On the contrary, the more 
reverence is shown to him the more important is he in our hands. 

We had a very pleasant drive in the evening with Mrs. R. and 
Miss W. over verv bad roads, but rather pretty country, to a hill 
from whence we had a view of the cantonments. Saw many wild 

Eeacocks close to the road, and a flock of wild geese over our 
eads. Passed the house of Hindu Rao, a Mahratta chief, a very 
intelligent man and great sportsman, very fond of the British. 

Saturday, February 13th. — Rose at gun-fire, t. c, dawn ; drove 
to the palace, which is surrounded by a noble wall of red stone. 
On our way we passed the English church built by Colonel Skin- 
ner, I suppose, in his public capacity, for in his private character 
he erected a mosque just opposite. The palace gateway, C. said, 
somewhat resembles the Char Cbowk or Great Bazdr at kabul, but 
this is much handsomer. It is very long, so that one takes some 
time in driving through it, and a godd deal like what baz&rs are at 
home, an arcade with smaAl shops on each side. The court beyond 
would be verv handsome were it in proper order, but the channel 
for water which crosses it is broken and dry. Here some Chob 



HALL OF AUDtttltOB AT iDfctiHL 108 

adorned with gilding. The richly variegated ceiling has been 
much injured by the Afahrattas. A canal of water runs through 
half of this magnificent hall, and in the centre, on a dais of white 
marble, formerly stood the fiunous peacock throne which was car- 
ried off by Nadir Shah. 

Behind the throne are marble lattices overlooking the broad 
Jamna and the surrounding country. In the centre one there is a 
seat for the King formed of one huge block of alabaster. On one 
side of this once-unoqualled throne-room is a smaller hall where 
the King usually sits to administer justice. A pair of scales adorn 
the wall. The pardahs or curtains between the pillars are torn 
and faded. The old King retains no authority Myond the pre- 
cincts of the Palace : hid estates are under the management of the 
Governor-Generars Agent, who obtains for the aged monarch a 
much larger revenue than the dishonesty and bad management 
of his own people over allowed him to receive from the same 
lands. The palace garden would be very fine if it were in tole- 
rable order ; but neither the King nor the Government of India 
like to pay for repairs. It is extensive, and intersected with broad 
shady walks, with canals and fountains on every side. In some 
parts the water runs under a pavement in which open patterns are 
cut of stars and other devices. There were few -flowers, and those 
common ones. We saw a fine bath of a single block of marble ; 
and on each side of the garden is a large summer house, one of 
which is called Sawan, and the other Bhadon, from the two rainy 
months, which begin about the middle of ^ly and end the mid- 
dle of September. The reason is that these halls (which are raised 
a good height from the ground) have not only fountains all round 
them, but a large deep square bath in the centre, each side of which 
is full of niches for lamps, over which the water falls to the depth 
of about five feet. There is a large tank in the centre of the 
garden, which the present King has spoilt, by erecting a summer 
house of red stone in the centre. At the end of one of the canals 
is a building of some height, as usual, full of lamp niches for a ' 
cascade to fall over. As we were not allowed to use our parasols, 
it was well for us that the garden was so shady. 

The present heir apparent of the empire of Akbar the Great, 
lives in a part of the palace which is thatched. The state Falkis 
(called Nalkis) like the state howdahs are in the shape of four-poet 
canopies, with an awning in front. They are painted crimson and 
gold. 

We drove out by a part of the palace where the under servants 
live, something equivalent to ^ mews" in London. We soon reach- 
ed the magnificent Jamma Masjld, which is approached by an 
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dars, men with ailver sticks, met us, without nliom no one c&n 
enter tliu palaue, nitliin whose precincts no one is allowed to use 
that emblem of royalty a paraaol or umbrella ; 1 therefore covered 
niy bonnet with a shawl. 

We left the carriage and walked into the Bccond court where 
the Diwan-i-um is situated. Over the EOCond gateway, aud facing 
the King's throne, ie & gallery for & band of musicians. The 
Diwau-i-&m ia an open hall supported on pillars, and filled with 
servants sleeping on their charpjis or native beds, which are just 
fuur-tbot4Ml frames with cord or broad tape to lie upon. It was 
also crowded with Falkis and Tonjons (the latter are like the body 
of a small gig, with a pole before and behind, and are carried on 
men's shoulders), helongiug h> the royal family. Some must have 
been very handsome. The present king, Bahddar Shah, has eighty 
Bona and daughters, aud altiiougU his income is very large, it is 
all swallowed up by so numerous a family. The throne ia a 
canopy of marble, supported on four pillars, richly gilt and inlaid, 
projecting from a small chamber in tiie hall, tlie vvLole of which 
IB beautitiillv inlaid with birds, fruits, and flowers in Florentine 
Mosaic; and over the door behind the throne, through which the 
king was wont to enter, is a Mosaic copy of Eaffaelle'a Apolla 
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I that Shah Jehan employed Italian architects. On the 
bronze gates, which are exactly like souie of the fine church doors 
in Italy, are lilies, euuh as arc so oflen used as embleiuatiual of 
tlie Virgin, Among the birds on the walls of the throne-chamber 
is a very good Moaaic of a bulSnch, a bird quite unknown in 
India. Beneath the ihroue ia a very handsome white marble 
table from which all tlie precious work in jnetra dura I * 
picked out by the Muhrattaa. On this the V&zir 
and thus hand Up nelitioiiH to the Sovereign, who, fronJM 
seat, had a view of boli i"ju(U of the I'alaee, bu iJ 
, etands how a petitiu^' '■•lU make salfkm to that 
the outer couru. 

Passing through : 
the Dewsn-i-Kh.in 
Halls, Miisques, Uii'i 
madan building, — r 
three fuel liigJi, wl><> 
railing in front of if 
I from its facade hal/u 
Bod faded. TheliAJi 
marble, the lowarjh 
OdwJn-i- " 
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immense fiigM of steps, like those of some of the churches at 
Yeuice, only on i^ mor^ gigantic sc^le. The whole building is of 
red ^tooe ii^laid >vith white m^rhle, of which latter material th^ 
domes ar^ built. 

I forgot to tell you of the King's private chapel, i^ second Moti 
Masjid in the palace, It is built of the purest marble^ beautifully 
parved, with three gilt domes. Yet even this gem is so far neg- 
lected that the small marble tank in front of it v;as dry, and a 
handful of long grass growing out of it. 

Perhaps I hftve not made it clear to you, that all eminent mos- 
ques form ope side of a quadrangle, the other three sides of which 
are cQlonna4es, Every Masjid is so built that the worshippers on 
i^ntering fs^ae Mecc^ therefore iu this country the entrance of 
^very mosque faces the east The quadrangle of the Jamma 
Masjid is ii^mense, the colonnades are open, and the views through 
them of the city and its tree^ ^re very pretty. These are the tirst 
opep colonnades I h^ve seen. I am inclined ^ prefer this Masjid 
pven to the Moti M^ji4 of Agra ; the latter i$ most bei^utiful, but 
^is far exceeds it in ^imple grandeur. It is 4 inost stately build- 
ing. Several Mussulmdnq wer^ bathing their heads, feet, an4 
bands in the t^nl^ in tliQ centre of the court, and we afterwards 
sa^r pue fit prayer. T^^e prescribed postures are manifold : some- 
times he sat on his heels, sometimes prostrated his forehead on the 
ground, sometin^es stood praying, sometimes opened his hands as 
if reading from them, but it was all done with much more de- 
cency, solemnity, andf apparent abstrf^tion from outward objects 
than is usually neeii ^mong Ronianist votaries. The pulpit con- 
sists of three finely caryed marble steps, but it was dirty, and some 
common pitchers were hidden underneath it. There is another 
pulpit of marble of a different shape just outside the mosque ; this 
IS used on the l^st day of Ramaz&n, when the King comes in state 
to break up the fast, find almost every Mussulman in Pelhi is pre- 
sent; the gre^t court, which holds about ^2,000 persons, is then 
filled, and as the voice of the {man inside would be inaudible to 
whis iQultitude, another takes his place. on the elevated pulpit, and 
acts as fugleman tQ the vast prowd present, all of whom kneel, 
rise, stand, fm4 pray t^ one man. 

Mr. Roberts saw this last October, and said it was a very fine 
spectacle, but then comes the thought that this worship dishonours 
God by denying the Trinity in Unity, and lowers the Lord our 
righteousness to the level of a creature. On the left hand of the 
Masjid is an inclosure in which the beard of Muhammad is said 
to be preserved ; there they would not let us enter, whereupon 
my husbAn4 t9l4 them it was idol^v^ouii to insider a place more 
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holy where the beard of a man was preserved than the mosque 
where they worshipped God himself, £c. The semicircular recess 
in the centre of the mosque contains divers sheets of paper covered 
witli writing. The words being, in some cases, arranged in curious 
devices so as to form rosettes and other figures (in fact, not unlike 
specimens of caligraphy at home), the nature of which I curiously 
inquired. We found they were done by different personages (one 
by the King, another bv the heir apparent, both of whom are 
greats adepts in the art ot penmanship), partly out of devotion, the 
sentences being from the Kuran, and partly perhaps to make their 
talents public. Divers little boys were sitting in the colonnades 
reading, or rather chaunting, the Kuran at the very top of their 
lungs, and with no more attention than school boys learning the 
Latin Grammar in England. When I praised the beautiful form 
of the Arabic letters some time ago, I did not know the difference 
between these and the Persian : they are the same characters, but 
the Arabic are upright and much stiffer, while the Persian is a 
beauti^l flowing character which cannot be printed on account of 
its luxuriant lines, so that books printed in Persian are in the Ara- 
bic letters, while true Persian can only be lithographed. 

Went up to the roof of tlie Masjld, and close beneath us saw a 
sport for which Delhi is famous. On the roOf of several houses 
were men waving little flags to make their flock of pigeons fly, 
while elder men sat gravely by, smoking. A large hurdle was fixed 
on the roof for the pigeons to alight upon. When they meet an- 
other flock in the air the two parties mingle, and one invariably 
carries away some from the other. Each floi;k then returns home, 
and the owner who has gained some of his neighbour's birds, goes 
to him and threatens to sell them if they are not ransomed. It 
was very pretty to watch two, three, and sometimes four flocks of 
these beautiful birds, of all colours, meeting, mingling, and then 
parting again. This is a favourite amusement of the old King, 
many of whose bird cages were on the top of his Hall of Justice. 

We ascended the Minlr, which is 150 feet high. The view 
of the city was venr different from that of Sendres : here, 
although the Ilindu half of the population is rather the larger, 
yet the character of the buildings' is Muhammadan ; the houses 
are onlv two stories high, instead of the lofty edifices at Bendres, 
and amid the multitude of mosques I only remarked the pointed 
dome of one Hindu temple. 

The streets are the widest we have seen in any native city, 
many trees are interspersed among the houses, and the aspect of 
the country, covered with old tombs, not unlike that of the 

5» 
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OaiQp4gna di Roma. I begin to think Hindustan is one vast 
plain ; I have not seen a hill since we letl the R4jmahil range. 

On descending the steps of the Jamma Masjid we found a 
group of Afgh&ns, who, as usual, gazed at us with much curiosity. 
In the afternoon these steps are the resort of merchants, and sellers 
of everj kind ; now, early in the morning, they were occupied by 
men waiting to be hired, as in the parable of the labourers in the 
vineyard. Met many in the streets riding on fine oxen. We have 
done with the Ekk&, or one horse carriage of Bengal, and find 
instead the Byli, a similar conveyance but drawn by two oxen. 
Instead of tlie large white turbans worn lower down the country, 
the men of Delhi delight in the smallest and brightest varieties 
of head gear, their turbans being jauntily stuck on one side, gene- 
rally over the left ear. 

We drove through the Chandi Chowk, which is very wide with 
an aqueduct in the midst ; it is the main street of the city. On 
one side of it is a little mosque of white marble with three gilded 
domes, memorable enough, for when Nadir Shah invaded India in 
1739, the reigning sovereign of Delhi went out to meet him, they 
entered the city together, and Nadir quartered his nobles and troops 
on the inhabitants (being much such a guest as Napoleon proved 
when he came to ^ve freedom to Germany), but with the strictest 
order to do no injury. One morning it was bruited about that 
the dreaded Persian King was dead. Immediately tlie people of 
Delhi rose upon his troops, and many of the inhabitants gave up 
their guests to slaughter. But the lion soon showed he was not 
dead. Nadir gave the order for indiscriminate massacre. He 
drew his sword, and sat there in that little mosque, with the 
symbol of vengeance in his hand, till tlie streets of Delhi ran red 
with blood, and the King and his nobles came down from the 
palace, and besought him to put an end to the work of death. 
Then Nadir sheathed his sword, and the slaughter was stayed. 
He returned to Persia laden with the spoil of the imperial city, 
which had . hardly recovered from this misfortune when the 
Mahrattas came down like n flock of vultures to prey upon the 
game struck down by the mighty hunter. 

Passed a garden, made by the Begum Rushandra, the daughter 
of Shah Jehin. 

Sunday, February 14th. — Mr. R. read prayers, and C. a sermon 
on ** Peace with God," a most admirable one by Rev. Ohas. Brad- 
ley. Wo had very heavy rain the previous evening and this morn- 
ing. Strange for this country, we have had rain after evory halt ; 
at Bondros, Ouwnporc, Agra, and hero. We have aUo had grcuu 
peas ever since we landed. The European vegetables flourish 
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only in the cold weather. C. went with the rest of the party to 
charch, a very bad sermon, though the Clergyman is zealous in 
having service often. At many stations, sucn as Mainpuri, there 
is no chaplain. At the latter place Mr. Unwin reads the English 
Liturgy, and an American Missionary preaches. 

They have several small comforts m India which are not so 
often thouglit of in England. For instance, only arnt chairs aro 
used at dinner ; there are always plenty of footstools in the dining 
and drawing rooms, and also m the carriages, which is really a 
comfort Hot water plates are used at every meal. 

Monday, February 15th. — Started soon after gun fire in a very 
English fog (Miss M. accompanying us), for the Eutab. The 
roads all round Dehli are detestable, though Mr. R. is doing his 
best to get them mended. The country is most interesting ; full 
of ancient tombs and mosques. 

We passed a huge ape, *^ sloping along," as an American would 
say ; there are numbers of wild monkeys in the neighbourhood. 
Aoout half way to the Kutab we stopped to see the tomb of Sa^ar 
Jung, the founder of the present dynasty of Oud, who called in 
the Mahrattas to deliver the country from the Rohillas. He was 
Vnzir to the king of Dehli, and to this day the people speak of the 
Sovereign of Laknao (who is a King of our making) as the Vazir. 
I did not much admire the tomb ; one becomes very fastidious 
after seeing such admirable buildings as we have lately done. 

We changed horses ; a Rajah in the city having lent us a pair. 
Two of his Sdises ran the whole way ; it is quite a pleasure to see 
these men run, they do it so well, very near the ground, and, at 
the same time, with indescribable lightness, and with a regularity 
of pace that looks as if they would go on for ever. A Muham- 
madan woman was standing at the gateway, whose whole dress 
consisted of a pair of trousers, and a cloth wrapped round her head 
and the upper part of her body, so that I took her for a man. 

We arrived at the Eutab about nine o^clock, and while waiting 
for breakfast and for Mr. R. (who left us en route to inspect a piece 
of new road, the roads and villages being under his superinten- 
dence as magistrate and collector of the district), I went with my 
husband to look at this famous tower. It is truly magnificent ; the 
highest ' in the world (not reckoning China), being 24G feet in 
height It is built of rea stone in five different shafts, each crowned 
by^ gallery of the most exquisite workmanship, and adorned with 
b$t|ds of colossal Arabic inscriptions in relief. It is^ fluted tlie 
wiiole way tip; narrowing as it ascends. The lower story has 
twenty -seven volutes alternately round and angular ; in the next 
story the volutes are all rounded, in the third all angular. .The 
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carving undor the gulleries I can compare to nothing but the ex- 
quisite wood carving of some of the stall canopies in the Belgian 
diurches ; at the distance at which wa saw it, it looked like lace 
work. 

The Kutab stands pear two courts of a very ancient Hindu tem-> 
pie. Both these courts are surrounded by ruined cloisters, through 
which we walked. The columns are of fant^tic form, something 
a)dn to the Egyptian, but wanting their colossal si^e, being not^ 
more than twelve feet high, having slender coliHuns, each di&nng 
from the others and elaborately and delicately ci^ryed with figures 
of their gods, all of which the Muhammadans have conscientiously 
defaced. Just in the middle of the temple Are tbre^ magnificent; 
arches, the beginning of a mosque which Shahf|b-u-Din Ghori (cir. 
1200 4.D.) intended to build. They are pointed much like th^ 
gothic, and both in majesty of form and extreme delicacy of orna- 
ment are most admirable.^ I'he contrast b^tw^ep the Muham- 
madan and Hindu architecture is very ^eat: the forpicr is aa 
majestic as perhaps man in his fallen state 19 capable of conceiving; 
the latter is wholly devoid of this quality, and in 9pite of th^ 
beauty of some minor details, the effect of the whole is grotesque 
confusion. Th^ pillara are such «s one might imagine in an un-p 
easy dream. 

It seems as if no mind, unaccustomed to dwell on the Unity of 
the Godhead, were capable of any truly sublime idea even in tem- 
poral things ; as if this, the most simple and sublinie of ^11 ideas, 
were needful for the education of the intellect and heart before 
man can conceive anything of unity and harmony, or represent 
them in his works. No man can imagine aught higher than that 
which he worships ; in no ancient Greek or Koman building that 
I have seen is there anything to raise the mind from earth ; — their 
majesty consists chiefly in their size ; their harmony is the harmony 
of earthly beauty, but there is nothing which solemnizes ouq as a 
gothic building does. 

Now the Hindu mythology being far beneath that of Rome and 
Greece (especially as held by their philosophers and artists), their 
architecture and sculpture is proportionately debased ; the latter 
is worthy of a New Zealand war club, the former is fit for the 
revels of sorcerers, 'lliere is something dialK>lical in it, and in view • 
ing it one's sympathies are all with the fierce Mussalmans, who 

floried in the title of idol-breakers. The only part of tlie temple 
at all admired were two small domes, which the Hindus, being 
unable to make an arch, formed by laying the stones horizontally 

* Qpery — ^Did GtHhio architecture come from the East? 
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one on ihe top of the other, the top being finished with four pretty 
shells. In the centre of the temple is an iron pillar, with a San^ 
scrit inscription, the purport of which is, that as long as this pillar 
stands, the R&i or kingdom has not finally departed from the Hin- 
dus. The Muhammadans therefore endeavoured to melt it, but in 
vain, and at last desisted from their attempts to destroy it after 
firing a cannon-ball or two against it Beyond the mosque is the 
tomb of Shamshudin Altamsh, one of the slave kings. Its date, 
according to Elphinstone, must be about aj>. 1240. The tomb 
itself, which is of white marble, and no doubt carved, has, I grieve 
to say, been covered with plaster, out of respect, and with as much 
propriety as when Jacob called the Queen he for the same reason. 

On the other side, close to the kutab, is a ma^ificent dome, 
built by Akbar as a college ; and passing through it, we came to 
the tomb of a saint, for whom Akbar had speciiu regard. It is, as 
usual, within a latticed chamber, beautifully carved. The name of 
a young officer was scribbled on its walls ; just beneath, a few 
months after, another hand added, ** killed at Sobr&on." After tho- 
roughly enjoying this interesting walk we were returning, when 
we met Mr. K. We passed a kind of cupola which Lord Hardinge 
has very properly had removed from the top of the Kutab, as it 
formed no part of it originally, but was put up by the British when 
rebuilding the upper part of the tower, which had been destroyed 
by lightning. 

We found an excellent breakfast awaiting us ; Mr. Roberts's ser- 
vants having started from Delhi about two a.m. with the requisites 
for it. What a hardship an English servant would think it, to 
walk twelve miles on such an occasion in the middle of the night I 
Then, being invigorated, we all returned to the Kutab. The old 
Chapr&si who attended us in the morning was a Jat, a very simple 
industrious race of Hindu agriculturists who do not steal, — for this 
practice runs very much in families. The Jats are found in Sind, 
and are the original inhabitants and peasantry of the Punj&b and 
the protected Sikh States, Lodiana, Firozpur, Patiale, &c Dr. 
Wilson considers them to be the descendants of a Scythian tribe, 
and synonymous with the GeUe. We ascended to the first gallery of 
the Kutab, and anything so utterly abominable as the odour of the 
bats never offended my nostrils before. It made mo quite ill, in 
spite of closing both nose and mouth with my pocket-handker- 
chief. > 

It was with some difficulty I could make up my mind to go on, 
as I was persuaded little more could be seen from the top than 
from where we were, which proved to be the case ; but plainly 
perceiving that 0. would despise my pusillanimity if I did not go, 



110 WHO BUILT THE KUTAB. 

I resolved to do so. He and Mr. Roberts very kindly carried me 
up the next story on a king's cushion, so that I was able to walk 
to the top from thence, and found that the bats dwelt chiefly below. 
War ought to be proclaimed against them instantly. We could 
not see further than Dehli, but a radius of twelve miles in every 
direction is not a small one. The whole country is thickly covered 
with ruins, more or less perfect. Behind the temple are the re- 
mains of a huge Iliudu fort, underneath whose protection the 
temple and old Hindu Dehli reposed in safety. A great part of 
the city still remains, containing as many ruins a«^ houses. This 
fort belonged to a Rajput chief and the Hindu legend regarding 
the erection of the Eutab is this : The chief, Pithora Sing, had a 
beautiful daughter, and as it is, or wa9, the custom of the Rajputs 
never to marry their daughters without a fight, he sent word to 
Udal Sing, King of Oanouj, that he had a marriageable daughter, 
whom Udal might carry off if he could. - Having, in this truly 
Irish fashion, done his best to get into a scrape, he bethought him- 
self that Udal was a very powerful king, and that it would no 
longer be safe for the young princess to go daily to the Jamna, 
about seven miles o% to worship as she had been wont to do. He 
therefore built the Kutab, from the top of which she could see the 
Jamna and make Puj4 to it as effectually as if she were on its 
banks ; but I am sorry to say I do not know how Udal sped in his 
wooing. The Rajputs in the neighbourhood say they are descended 
from rithora Sing, and there is a standing quarrel between the 
Hindus and Muhammadans as to who built the Kutab. 

On the Musalman side are the Arabic inscriptions, and the fact 
that many of the openings for light are arched, which the Hindus 
were notoriouslv incapable of doing. But on the other hand, the tower 
is not on a Chabutra or platform, which all Min&rs are. Secondly, 
the style is unlike that of any other Muhammadan tower, besides 
which the beginning of a corresponding Minir, not far off, which 
is undoubtedly the work of Musalmans, is on a Chdbutra, and is 
one-third larger. The door of the Kutab faces the north instead 
of the west: the said arches might easily have been added, as they 
are only one stone deep : and that tne inscriptions have been 
added after the tower was Guilt is manifest by the fact, that an- 
other inscription near the base has been begun and left imperfect ; 
thus showing that the original surface of the stones was on a level 
with the letters which are now in relief. It seems probable (as 
Mr. Roberts thinks) that this famous tower is a Hindu work, and 
that the Muhammadan invaders arrived before it was finished and 
added to it, and then afterwards may have intended to make it 
one of the Minars of the mosque which they commenced. 



HUHAMHAD TOGHLAK. Ill 

We saw men beneath us making saldm to the iron Idt or 
pillar. Between the Eutab and Denli lies what is commonly 
called Old Dohli (but which, in reality, is Dehli the Second) and 
its suburbs. It was built b/ the Patans (as the Indians call their 
Afgh&n invaders) and their descendants, after Hindu Dehli began 
to decline, while the modern city is the work of the later Muham- 
madan conauerors, who are known by the name of Moguls, but 
who, in reality, were Turcoman Tartars, of the same origin as the 

£ resent Turks. You will find in Elphinstone, that the so-called 
[ogul Emperors always spoke of the moeul Tartars with ayersion 
and contempt ; but the Indians, not knoWmg the difference between 
the two races, and having been accustomed to real Moguls under 
TeimQr Lane or Tamalane, applied the same name to their new 
invaders. The Patau buildings are easily distinguishable from the 
other by their massive character. There is something mnd in 
their solid simple forms and low domes. A very fine md Patau 
tomb is close to the Kutab. Their mosques have frequently 
innumerable domes: Mr. Roberts counted eighty-five domes on 
one which is now inhabited by a numerous population. 

During the Mahratta invasion, the people took refuge in these 
old buildings, where the solid masonwork enabled them to make 
some defence ; and many mosques and tombs have thus become 
dwelling-places. At some distance from Pithora Sing's fort is a 
very fine Patau fort, built by Shir Shah, the Afgh&n king, dr. 
A.L). 1540; and another called Toghlakabad, built by Qheias u 
Din, the founder of the dynasty of Toghlak, about A.D. 1325. 
This king pressed the whole population into his service to build his 
fort ; but a certain Saint Nizim-ud-Din, being at that time em- 
ployed in digging a great well, the people preferred working for 
him. Toghlak forbade this; the people then worked for the king 
by day, and for Niz&m-ud-Din by night. Enraged at this, Togh- 
lak forbade any one to sell oil to the saint ; but, owing to the 
prayers of the latter, the water of the well burnt like oil, and the 
work went on as well as ever. 

Muhammad Toghlak, son of this perverse monarch, was a mag- 
nificent prince ; but his caprice amounted t6 madness. He twice 
took it into his head to transfer the capital of his empire from 
Dehli to Doulatabad, in the Deccan, and twice caused the whole 
population of the former to transfer themselves to the latter city and 
then gave them leave to return, causing by these forced marches 
(one of which was during a famine) Uie death and ruin of thou- 
sands. 

If we had stayed on the summit of the Kutab all the time it has 
taken me to toll you what we saw from thence, we should havo 
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been roasted ; for even at this season, when warm winter-dresses 
can be worn all day, and when fires are pleasant, the sun is in- 
tolerably hot in the middle of the day, although the wind is cool. 
After descending this immense tower, I quite forgot my first im* 
pression of it, which was, "Uow short 1" We rested Qurselves a 
little. Miss M. being much exhausted ; and then Mr. Roberts took 
me a second time through the cloisters, and afterwards to Akbar's 
college, of which I made a sketoli ; but photography is the only 
way of giving an adequate idea of the beautiful and elaborate carv- 
ings with which all tliese buildings are adorned. The later 
Muhammadan domes rise higher and higher than their Patau pre- 
cursors, until they assume a horse-shoe form, and those of Shah 
Jeh&n's time, such as tue Tiij, are raised on a low cylinder. Mr. 
Roberts pointed out to me a kind of bell pattern on the Kutab, 
which is found in a luder form iu the Hindu temple adjoining, and 
is again repeateil on the walls of Shamshudin Altamsh's t(5mb. 
From this it appears,*that the Muhammadan conquerora made the 
Hindu artificei-s work for them. 

We adjourued to Altamsh's tomb, the interior of which I 
sketched, it is octagonal ; aud the semicircular dome at each 
of the four corners is built in the same manner as those in the 
Hindu temple. We returned to the little room where we break- 
fasted and took luncheon. There w^re some beautiful pigeons in 
the court-yard, with feathered feet, such as I never saw before, long 
feathers growing out of each toe. The stable was . formerly a 
mosque. We had a refreshing drive through a country quite 
crowded with old tombs and other ruins. Saw some young wheat 
crops full of green parroquets ; they are so pretty that one forgets 
the mischief they do. The people here fnghten away birds by 
shooting clay pellets at them from curious bows, with a double 
string, between which the ball is placed. We left the carriage 
close to an old bridge which has been deserted by the stream, 
which now flows some yards beyond it, while the bridge itself is 
on a little rise. 

We met a whole army of ants marching in close columns, each 
with a grain of some kind in its mouth. They were so numerous 
that they had made a little smootli path down the hill* to their 
nest. Passed a lar^ building with high walls, now called the 
Arab Serai : it is inhabited by Arabs, who have been long settled 
in this country, and are descendants of some of those Arab mer- 
cenaries who have played such a conspicuous part in Indian war- 
fare. One of them, a tiue-looking old man with a venerable white 
beard, joined us. They are quite fair in comparison to the natives. 
As we walked through the narrow streets of the village, we saw a 
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poor Muhammadan woman spinning; she had a small wheel, 
and, in a marvellous fashion, contrived to spin thread out of a 
more lump of wadding. I gave her half a rupee, at which she 
was delighted. She had a bright, pleasing face : her whole dress 
consisted of trousers and veil. All, even the poorest, wear brace- 
lets, armlets, and rings of some kind or other, sometimes of coloured 
clay stuck over with little beads, sometimes of brass, sometimes of 
silver. The Thunad4r, or chief of police of this village, joined us 
with his men, Mr. Roberts being his superior. He was a very 
handsome, delicate-featured, young man (the son of an impo- 
verished NawdM, and wore silver rings on his toes. The police 
preceded and followed us, spears in hand. We entered a marble 
court, in which stood the shrine of Toghlak's opponent, the Saint 
Niz4m-ud-Pin, a very fine old Patau mosque, and divers square 
lattice-work enclosures containing tombs of the royal family. The 
shrine was built about 536 years ago, by Khiza Khan, a brother 
of Toghiak, and a disciple of the saint. It is square, with a pointed 
dome, and htands within a colonnade, the ceilino; of which is painted 

J chiefly blue and gold) on copjier. Between uie pillars are scarlet 
Cardans or curtains. The inner wall, which immediately surrounds 
the tomb, is of beautifully carved open work. We were not 
allowed to enter, but stood at the door. The tomb, about the size 
of a coffin, is on the ground, covered with spangled stuff, and sur- 
mounted by a canopy, much: like that of a four-post bed. A row 
of ostrich eggs hangs over it. each being the offering of some mer- 
chant ; perchance Sindbad brought one. A desk for the Kur&n 
stands at the head of the tomb. 

The adjoining mosque has only one external dome. It is of 
Toghlak's time, and remarkable for its simple grandeur of form. 
The only ornaments within are fine Arabic inscriptions in relief. 
There is a very fine echo in it. We then hurried to the tomb of 
Jeh4nira Begum, the celebrated daughter of Shah Jeh&n. It 
stands within a beautiful marble railing eight or ten feet high. 
The tomb is an oblong square of white marble, about five feet 
long by twelve or sixteen inches broad, and as many in height. 
It IS open and filled with earth. At the head is a white marble 
screen, on which are inscribed some vei-ses written by herself, to 
the effect, that a little earth is sufficient to cover the tomb of a 
princess as well as of a peasant Two other tombs have since been 
placed in the same inclosure. One is of the prince, who went to 
meet Lord Lake's army when wo took possession of Dehli, and 
delivered the poor old king from the Mahrattas. 

Another of these inclosures containing the tomb of the King, 
Muhammad Shah, has marble doors which Lord Qnrdinge has had 
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copied to replace those whioh the Mahrattas carried away from 
the railing round the tomb of Mumtdz Begum (t. f., the T&j) : they 
are very elegant, one aide is divided into three compartmenta, each 
containing a branch of lilies ; the other side has one long branch 
the whole way up. Another tomb opposite, of the two elder bro- 
thers of the present King, which has been finished within the last 
twelve or fifteen years, shows that the present fi^neration have in 
no degree lost the skill which characterised £eir ancestors, for 
nothing can be more graceful than the design and workmanship. 
Flowers were lying on most of the tombs, and a tree or two is 
suffered to grow in the court, thus gradually adding to its beauty; 
this is generally the case in court-yards, that in the Palace has 
some palms, rassing through a narrow passage or two I heard 
Mr. Itoberts say, ^Now, I thmk, she will be astonished, she does 
not know what to expect," and, accordingly, I was surprised a 
moment after on pacing through a narrow passage to find myself 
overlooking a very large well about sixty feet square, surrounded 
by houses of several stories, and with a lofty flic^ht of wide steps 
opposite to whore we stood. A crowd of people were sitting or 
standing on the house-tops to our right, who looked most pictur- 
esque in their garments of many colours, with the bright blue 
sky and the green foliage behind them. Mr. Roberts had just 
said ^' This is the well of Nizdm-ud-Din," when, to my utter amaze- 
ment, a man joined his hands over his head and leaped from tho 
housetop into the well : another and another followed, from this 
housetop and from that, from thirty to sixty feet high they sprang, 
and beiore I could recover my breath, a perfect shower of men 
and boys came flying down into the water. At last they reappeared 
from their plunge and swimming, by throwing each arm forward 
alternately as far as they could reach, they gained the steps, and 
gathering up some addition to their very scanty garment ran 
round to the passage in which we stood, so that on turning I 
beheld a crowd of half-naked dripping men and boys looking as 
cheerful as they could witli chattering teeth : two rupees sent them 
away fully satisfied. As for me the suddenness of the act and the 
novelty of the scene completely bewildered me, and my husband 
and Mr. Jloberts were quite pleased at the success of their secret 
plot Some of the leapers were little boys of twelve years old. 

From thence we walked past many fine buildings of which not 
even the name is known, some of them with painted domes, to the 
tomb of Hamuiiin, erected by his son Akbar. The sun was just 
set as we reached it ; nevertheless there was light enough to enjoy 
the view from the stately terrace of the surrounding country, with 
its noble domes and feathery palms. This tomb is of red stone or 
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ffranite, peculiarly Bimple and grand, just fit for a warrior king. 
There is no inscription whatever on the tomb itself. It was curious 
to find the Masonic symbol of the two triangles interlaced, inlaid 
most conspicuously on the building. * The old Arab said that two 
knobs in toe centre of these figures, one on each side of the cen- 
tre arch, were meant to represent eyes. I should like to know 
if this were built by a European architect, or whether there were 
freemasons in India at that time f I wish you would ask Mr. Ver- 
non about this, as he is learned in the history of his craft. Almost 
all the Arab masters of ships are Freemasons. Some vulgar 
Europeans have defaced this magnificent monument by foolish 
inscnptions and drawings worth v of an ale-house. Such creatures 
ought to be sent to the treadmill, for they sadly require chastise- 
ment and employment 

We re-entered the carriage, feeling convinced that to see the 
environs of Dehli would require weeks, and afford ample work for 
both pen and pencil, with calotype to boot, to give anything like 
an adequate idea of them. We drove under the walls of Shir 
Shah*s fine old fort which it was too late to enter, and our way 
home was brightened by incessant bursts of summer lightning 
fluttering behind the ruins as we passed. I omitted to mention 
that in the morning we saw the ruins of an observatory built by 
Rajah Jye Sing : he is the same who built the one at Benares. 
We were exceedingly tired, but delighted with our expedition. 

Mr. Roberts is an excellent guide, for he takes an interest in, 
and understands, everything, and there is, besides, something so 
frank and pleasant about him that we felt as if we had known 
him for years. 

After all our fatigues poor Mr. Roberts had to go to a Hindu 
wedding. He could not avoid it, as the Rajah, who gave the 
feast, and whose little brother of ten years old is the bridegroom, 
had sent us the pair of horses, which took us on from Safder 
Jang^s tomb. 

Tuesday, February 16th. — Mr. Roberts brought home divers 
chains of tinsel ribbon, with false stones, and a little bottle of 
atta from the feast The Raiah bewailed the trouble and expense 
of the marriage ceremonies, both of which are very great The 
entertainments last eight or nine days, or rather nights, at the 
end of which the bridegroom is conducted in state to visit the 
bride, who in the present instance is a little girl of seven years old. 
The ceremony is indissoluble, but the bride is not brought home 
to her husband's house for six or eight years more, though, if 
lie die in' the interim, she is considered a widow, and prohibited 
from marrying again, a custom productive of a thousand evil 
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consequences, and of great hardship to the poor eirl. Mr» Roberta 
asked the Rajah why be did not break through the custom he 
lamented, of lavishing so much money on the ceremony. His 
answer was just the reason given all the world over for most of 
the foolish and extravagant acts committed : ^* Oh," said be, ^* So* 
and-so spent so much money on the marriage of his son or 
brother, and if I did not do the same I should be considered 
stingy." The procession is to take i)lace this evening. 

About five o'clock we drove to a house in the Chandi Cbouk, 
belonging to one of the native sub-collectors, a Mussalman, who 
had prepared seats for us, whence we could see everything. The 
Chandi Ohouk is a double street, and divided down the middle by 
a stone watercourse, the edges of which were crowded with people. 
The procession was down the side furthest from us, and turning at 
the top of this immense street, it paraded before the bride's bouse, 
which was a little way above us, «nd then came close under our 
windows. It was more than a mile long I Th^ balconies and flat 
roo& of the houses, which are generally low, were covered with 
people ; here was a variegated group of men and children, there 
a bevy of shrouded Muhammadan women, the first I have seen ; 
and the appearance of the crowd was that of a bed of tulips. 

Just as we had seated ourselves numbers of empty palkis were 
passing, then a crowd of Tonjons, some empty, some with one or 
two cbildren in them. Many of these were gorgeously dressed, 
in brocade or velvet, with Greek caps of g<3d and silver, and 
some of them were borne by four men in scarlet, and attended by 
a man on each side, with Chouries of the tail of the Yak or Thibet 
ox, to keep the flies off. All the friends of the bridegroom's 
family do him as much honour as they can, by sending their led 
horses, elephants, vehicles of every description, and their children 
richly dressed, to form part of the procession. The ladies of the 
kings harem were there in bullock carts with scarlet hangings, to 
see the show. His Majesty had also sent his guards, and his camels 
carried small swivel cannon, which were fired at intervals. The 
led-horses formed a very picturesque feature in the procession ; 
some of them were painted ; a white one had his legs and tail 
dyed red with henna, and splashes of the same on his body, as if 
a bloody baud had been repeatedly laid on his side. Then came 
a whole body of men clothed like soldiers, at the Rajah's expense, 
with a band that was executing a Scotch melody. Then appeared 
a whole tribe of magnificent elephants, their faces elaborately 
painted in curious patterns, and gaily caparisoned in scarleti 
green, and other bright colours. 

On a small baby-elephant^ most richly adorned, sat a little boy, 
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with an aigrette of jewels in the front of his ttirban. His dress 
was a robe of lilac gauze, edged with gold, reaching to his feet, 
and most carefully spread out, fan-wise, on each side, as he sat 
astride on his elephant. Then came the little bridegroom, who 
was a mass of ffold. He sat alone in his howdah, with a careful 
servant behind him ; his turban was covered with a veil of gold 
tissue, which he held up with both hands, that he might see all 
that was goin^ on. Bearers of peacock fans, and others with gold 
pillars, walked by him, while his elephant was as splendid as he 
could be. A few other elephants closed the procession, the 
beginning of which now passed Under our windows on its return. 
It consisted of huge trays filled with artificial fiowers, the effect 
of which was extremely pretty, like a parterre of gayest colours. 
Then there were moving pavilions, with beds of flowers in front 
of them, peacocks on the top, and bands of musicians inside. 
Such music I fancy flutes in hysterics, drunfs in a rage, violins 
screaming with passion, and pennv trumpets distracted with pain, 
and you may have some idea of it A ctowd of Women and 
boys of the poorest of the people, then appeared, Carrying little 
flags. 

Eastern processions are like Eastern life, they comprise the 
greatest contrasts of poverty and magnificence. They seeiii to 
think everything, no matter what, helps to make a show. After, 
and among the moving floWer beds, came trays of huge dolls, 
and others of little puppets, one set of which represented a party 
of European officers at dinner, with their Khilmadgars waiting 
behind them. Another was a little regiment of soldiers, siich as 
children play with at home. Suddenly the mob rushed in upon 
the bearers, and down went the trays ; one snatched a great doll, 
which, in the struggle, had a leg pulled off; he seized the dis- 
severed limb, whirled it round his head like a ^hillelah, and 
valiantly defended the rest of his prize with it. The trays were 
seeii swaying about till they were torn in pieces, and the fortunate 
ones rejoiced in having got a biinch of flowers, or perchance a 
dolPs limb. I believe they are stuffed with some kind of sweet- 
meat, and the people think it lucky to get any fragment of these 
trays, which are always given up to be scrambled for aflter they 
have passed the house of the bride. It was the first time I had 
seen the natives in a state of excitement, and 1 certainly thought 
they managed the scramble with much good humour, and nothing 
like the angry fighting that would have taken place in England on 
a similar occasion. 

After this appeared several Nach girls, splendidly dressed in red 
and gold, their muslin petticoats full of gathers, and very wide, and 
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their long hair hanging down their backs, each carried on a canopied 
platform, by men. One of them was veiy handsome, but they stood 
m theatrical attitudes, beckoning, smiling, and joking^ with the popu- 
lace, and had a boldness of manner most unpleasmg in a woman. 
By this time it was dusk, and the blaze pf-torches opposite the bride's 
house was very pretty, as seen through the trees, of which there are 
a good many m the middle of the street Wo returned to the car- 
riage, and drove to a spot onposito the house ; the bridugroojii boou 
arrived, and looked most bniliaut by the glare of the torches. Wo 
watched him slowly entering the gateway, and which was immedi- 
ately shut, reminding us strongly of Mat. xxv. 10. It was very in- 
teresting to «e6 it 

Wednesday, February I7th. — Mr. Roberts told me that when he 
was encamped at the Kutab a few months ago on his usual cold 
weather tour through the district, a youn^ man came to see them, 
and foolishly amused himself by firing with ball in the direction of 
a village. He aimed at a dog, and kept following it as it ran, of 
course not seeing an3rthinff between him and it ; the consequence 
was that when he fired he Killed a donkey and a cow with one balL 
Compensation for the cow was accepted by the owner, a Brahman, 
but in a short time he brought back the money, and said that his 
fellow Brahmans threatened to expel him from caste, if he accepted 
any remuneration for the death of so sacred an animal, and notning 
could induce him to retain Uie price, for they look upon the death of 
a cow as a sacrifice. 

Mr. Pfander told us at Agra that the Hindus despise Popery for 
its affinity to their own system, saying that if they are to have idols 
they may as well keep their own. I saw a speecn made by an edu- 
cated Brahman the other day, in which he dwelt upon the numerous 
points of similarity between Romanism and Hinduism, and came to 
the conclusion that it was of no use making such a slight change. 
The general tenet of the Hindu is, that each nation is right in having 
a religion of its own. The Muhammadans utterly abhor what they 
consider the open idolatrv of the Romanists. They never speak 
^ candidly*^ of image-worship in any shape. One cannot but ac- 
knowledge that the spurious liberdity which leads some of our 
highly cultivated infidels to plume themselves on their philosophical 
spirit in looking with serene and self-complacent indifl^rence on all 
religious distinctions, is really far more op[)06cd to Christian feeling 
than the natural impulse of an uncultivated mind, — say that of a 
child or a Muhammadan — ^who sees, as if by instinct, that if one re- 
ligion be true, the opposite must be false, and, therefore, detests it ; 
and who could, by no possibility, be made to compreliend the state 
of mind which does not approve of idolatry, yet tliiuks it ^ very en- 
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thusiastic,*' narrow-minded, and bigoted decidedly to condemn it. 
The cultivated natural mind is still more at enmity against God than 
the uncultivated one ; it has turned away from the light, and has 
added the bandages of sophistry to its own natural blindness. It is 
among the former class that the majority will be found, who 

"non fnronrebolli 
Ke furon fedell a Dio ma p«r Be foro.** 

I 

0. drove me in a buggy before dinner, the first time I ever was in 
one. A two-wheeled carria^ appears very unsafe. Buggies are the 
same as gentlemen's cabs m England. The cantonments always 
appear to me the ugliest and most uninteresting part of every station. 
Tne Bungalows, £ough very comfortable and prettily furnished 
within, are very ugly without, being one-storied houses with veran- 
dahs on two or three sides, and immense thatched roofs. Nor is the 
exterior of some of the inhabitants more prepossessing than that of 
their dwellings, and I doubt if they are so well furnished within. 
Miss M. gave a very unfavourable account of two visits she had paid 
to-day. One lady she found in a most unbecomingly low dress, early 
in the morning I This same person, when my husband called on 
her, inquired ditigcntlv what the Queen wore at the last drawing- 
room, and what was the ceremonial on being presented ; you may 
just fancy the provoking and absurd answers 0. made her. 

The next day, Thursday, February 18th, our kind friends per- 
suaded us to stay and dine with them, and then drove us about four 
miles to overtake the palki. Tlie roads were so bad between this 
and Loodiana, that, much to our regret, we are obliged to leave our 
^comfortable patkig&ri and proceed in palkls. C. has bought a 
duli or litter for himself, and one for the Ayah whom I have engaged. 
These are much larger, lighter, and, in some respects, more comfort- 
able than a palki, being merely charpais or bedsteads made of tape, 
and with a frame^work for the curtains ; they are carried by four 
men, like a palki, but the bearers do not require to rest so often. 
Eight bearers are allotted to a palki, four of wnom work at a time. 
Each palki or duli has a Massalchi or torch-bearer, and our baggage 
is alt carried in Petarrahs or square tin boxes with pyramidical tops, 
which are sluiig at each end of ft bamboo, each bearer carrying two. 
We now had ten men for the palki, four for each ddli, three Massal- 
chies, and seven Petarrah carriers, making twenty-eight in all. 

We have laid a private dak which is rather cheaper than when 
the post-officd supplies the bearers ; the latter receive five annas a 
stage ; under the post-office they get rather hsa. Sevenpence seems 
rather little for carrying a heavy buivlen ten miles, but heire the 
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people live well on . a rupee and a. half or two rupees a month. 
Binoe leaving Dehli we give tliem one rupee a stage as ^^ bakshish," 
t. e* present, but they seem quite satisfied. You may judge how 
much less expensive a palk*gari is than palk's, as the former holds 
two, and only requires ten men to push it 

This was my first night in a palki : I slept very well, though not 
so comfortably as in tlie ff&ri : when we went evenly the motion was 
by no means unpleasant, out when the bearers run it was like win- 
nowing corn in a sieve, such jolting could only be adequately de- 
sciibed by the muse when " she on dromedary trots." We arrived 
early on Friday February 19th, at Ganiir, where/ 1 wrote this, and 
dear C, who had hardly slept at all from the badness of the roads 
imd an alarm of robbers which was given during the night, and whicli 
made him walk a good way, blunderbuss in hand, now got a little 
rest Arrived at the D&k Bimgalow E[am4l on Saturday morning. 
I was a good deal tired and looked forward to staying there quietly 

until Monday afternoon. Mr. and Mrs. called and hospitably 

insisted on our coming to them, which we agreed to. The next day 
(Sunday) they read tlie evening service at noon including the two 
prayers for protection during the perils and dangers of the night, and 
spent the fdftemoon in shooting with bows and arrows at a mark*. 
We stayed the whole day in our tent^ merely going over for meals, 
and enjoyed a quiet Sabbath together. 

This is the nrst house we have been in since leaving Calcutta in 

which there is no daily fistmily worship. Mrs. began the day 

by inveighing bitterly against over-strictness in rehgion and against 
** saints ;** — she afterwards told us that religion was an interdicted 
subject in her.father^s house, ^^ because," added she, ^ my &ther, you 
know, is looked upon as an Atlieist, and when we grew up we of 
course formed our own opinions upon that as upon all other subjects, 
anVl he did not choose it to be said that we had imbibed those prin- 
ciples from him I" Fancy interdicting the subject of astronomy, and 
yet of what consequence is that comj)ared to the inquiry wnether 
God has given a revelation of his will to man< It is ludicrous that 
a man should call himself a free thinker with such fetters on his 
mind I She put forth divers infidel objections to particular texts of 
Scripture, first perverting the meaning and then objecting to her own 
interpretation, and the next morning put the finishing stroke to her 
ofi'ences by pronouncing that Sir William Macnaghten deserved to 
be assassinated for liis b^achery ! and listened with the most scorn- 
ful incredulity to my husband's testimony (he being almost the only 
person now alive who was fully acquainted with the circumstance) 
that no treachery was ever meditated by Sir William. In fact on 
religion as on other subjects, she had taken up prejudices and opinions 
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of her own, and refused either to listen to, or to examine anything 
that could be alleged against them. 

On Saturday niffht a largo hornet stung 0. severely, just below the 
ancle. We consulted the liomoeopathic book, and in consequence 
applied dry heat to the wound, in the shape of a lighted cigar which 
O. held as close as he could bear it to the skin. It increased the 
pain very much for a minute or two, but in about half an hour it 
seemed to have drawn it all out and left nothing more than a slight 
feeling of uneasiness without any swelling or mflammation. The 
next day a little blister rose on the spot, but altogether the dry heat 
proved itself an admirable remedy. It is also- employed for snake 
bites or scorpion stings, first if possible stopping the circulation about 
the wound, so as to prevent dangerous efl^ts on the whole system. 
Brandy, wine, or eau-de-luce, should then be administered ; a small 
dose every five minutes to counteract the lowering effect of the poison 
on the circulation. When the patient shivers and stretches hunsel^ 
and the stimulants begin to affect his head, the danger is past The 
skin around the wound should be moistened with oil, soap, or any- 
thing else which can be ffot, and the wound carefully wiped ; the 
heat must be kept up by having two irons in the fire. 

Monday, February 22nd. — Kam&l was formerly a very large sta- 
tion, and very healthy, but like every other place in India subject to 
occasional epidemics. Lord Ellenborough was here during a week 
of rain, when fever was prevalent : he hastily decided that it was an 
unhealthy station, and removed it to AmbaUa, leaving the barracks, 
go-downs, storehouses, and other buildincs (a church included), 
erected at incalculable expense, to go to nun. Only three families 
are now stationed here. Just opposite the Dak Bungalow is an old 
Serai of the time of the Moghul emperors, built for the accommoda- 
tion of travellers : it is a square enclosure, with lofty walls and hand- 
some gateways. We left Elamil about five p.m. Just as we were 

leaving, Mr. was about to hold his ICacheri, or Court, under 

an awning on the steps of the house, and a great crowd of natives 
were waiting to give evidence. 

While we were at the Bun^ow on Saturday, two men with 
dancing snakes came to the door. They blew their little pipes 
vehemently, but one snake remained inactive ; the other, a copra 
capello, raised its hood as if angry ; the man patted and soothed it, 
and it then waved itself about to the music. Then came a beg^r — 
on horseback ! who certainly had no one ^ der ftir seine Bekfeidung 
sorgt." 

We arrived at Umbala, in spite of the bad roads, for breakfast or. 
Tuesday morning, and it was most pleasant to see Captain Dawe's 
kindly face at the door of my palki. It was the first kenned face I 
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ImmI smd mtb BoUkm. We ati^ed with tfaom tiB the iiflo«n|^ 
efenii^, Th&f aing at fiumily woiahip, wliidi I liin miidi. i^mhala 
it » liv^pB fltatioii, but I aaw nodiiiig of it, and I be&ifv tfaen ii 
fkcMBgtomt&. The DsiPet give 100 ropeea a month fotborbiiiq^ 
kyir, ivhieh is lavge, with about an acre of gmiden. AvoyiiicaanalL 
biBmlow cam be had at Ddili for 50 ropeoL 

mm aCarthig late, we did not reach KiinilrMfinii mitil two ol'doek 
FJf. on 2Mky at which time the beat ia wetj gnat. The amntij ia 
intaneeted by ditches ftill of watur, and the road ii wnateheii, hiag 
• an eegaw on of hig^ ndgea : the coonay ia of aneh bad v^nta nacch 
of Dehh, that an eaeoft of Sepohia ia mnaBj gnroi to tfaoaa who ana 
marehing. One waa oflered to na, but declined, an we woe goiV 
DMl We had naaw&r, or trooper, inatead: theae men are cha^^ 
at every atation Kke the bearesa. 

Jnat before reaching Ambala, I had my ftat view of the Qmalaym 
]loantain& At the diitaace we were thi^ gave one the iden of a 
low line of hilk, owing prebably feo there b^ng no manifrat iiRgVH 
kvi^ or boldnem of ootline; I do not believe there ■ n gietn idd 
in Indin at thia teaaon, except of wheat : the graaa baa diMppeaied, 
and in the place where it ought to grow ia dnit. We havn nwi 
aeraral peraona: one or two kdiea riding early in the moming^ which 
ii n pleaaant way of marching ; they go about ten to fifte^ nukn 
dc^. Met tcvne Sep4hia and a bagg^ dephant near PikinL 

11m morning we aaw a thiel^ or what had been n diief ^ I^MMiy, 
hanging by the heeb from a tree ckee to the road : he hnd crept 
hito a camp, stolen something, and on goinff away, knocked down a 
8ep4hi sentiy with a bludgeon. A patrol of Eun^tean soldien cama 
up at the moment, cut the marauder down, and then hung him up 
in tirronm. After this we paared Sirhind, formerir an eztenaifn 
dty, but one of the Sikh Guriis (or spiritual teachers) hnnng bem 
cruelly murdered hero by the Muhammadana, the ^khs destroyed 
the place, rowed it should never be restored, and since that time 
every Sikn who passes carries away a brick, which he throws into 
Uie Jumna. The ruins are very extensive and solid. The travellera 
whom we now meet are all armed At one Chouki, the beareni 
were not forthcoming. The headman or chowdi, therefore, walked 
on with us, to tiy to get some at a village near. In talking to him, 
0. found that he had heard the missionaries at Loodiana preach, 
lie said he believed there vhu only one God, and c^adly accepted 
some tracts^ one of the Gosnels, and a copy of Dr. Wilson's ** Gon- 
fuUtion of Hinduism, in Urdu.** Uaving dined, we left Eanakasend 
about half past six ; it seems from an inscription written on the 
wall, that in the room we oocupiefl, the measures wore agreed upon 
December 18th, 1845, which lod to the battles of Sobrd^ Ac, 
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Febraary 26th, 1847; — ^We reached Loodiana in the night, but I 
dent in the courtyard of the hotel (a bungalow so called) until six 
o'clock, when C. woke me to take tea. We walked in the little 
stiff garden, with its young cypresses looking like paint-brushes 
with their tips spoilt, and enjoyed the pure fresh morning air, and 
then proceeded to the Compound of the American mission, where, 
we were most kindly received by the. Rev. Mr. Janvier, of the 
American Presbyterian Mission, and soon after by his wife. Dressed 
and break&sted. Mrs. Janvier is a younff and very pleasing per- 
son. The more we see of Mr. Janvier, we more we admire his 
meek and consistent Christian character: they have a dear little 
girl of three years old. C. went to call on Colonel Speirs, who 
commands the station. In the evening we walked to the Mission 
burial-ffround, — a little simple enclosure. We went over the house 
former^ occupied by Mr. Newton, and walked on the roo^ and 
then went out of the Compound gates. On one side of the arch is 
written, "^ Jesus said, I am the door ; ' by me if any man,'' <fec, and 
on the other, ^^ I am the way, the truth, and the life," in English, 
Urdu, and Panj&bL We saw a catechist working in his garden, and 
spoke to him, foimd he was a Bengali named Haldh&r, converted 
about twelve years ago, and therefore probably an older Christian 
than either of us. Tlie Mission Compound is a very laige enclo- 
sure, contains four houses (each with a good space around it), and 
also the chapel, school, and printing office. It is in a very pleasant, 
open situation, away from the smoke of the town. 

Saturday, February 27th. — ^My husband's second in command. 
Lieutenant Bean, and his Adjutant, Mr. Adium, called. In the 
evening we attended a prayer' meeting at Mr. Rudolph's ; but, as 
usual, my deafness prevented my profiting by it. Mr. Rudolph is 
the German missionary who is not yet ordained. I was introduced 
to Mr. Porter, whom C. formerly knew. Two or three officers and 
their wives were present The morning family prayer at all the 
missionaries' houses is in Hindustani; the evening in English 
Most of the servants and people employed in bookbinding attend. 



CHAPTER V. 

Baptism of a oonyert — S^eh Muhammad. — ^Hasan Khan. — ^Firozshahar.— - 
Afghiln Dinner.—- Our House and Servants' Life. — School. — ^Public Spirit 
of Missionaries. — ^Habiq Khan. — "Don't tell me lies." — Captive Chil- 
dren. — ^The Nizam-u-Doulan.— " You write Book." — ^Aliw&L — Coward- 
ice. — Hushing up. — ^Dust storm. — Sermon on the Mount. — Death of 
Akbar Kh&n. — ^A Birsaker. — ^Tract Distribution. — Converted Devotee. — 
Temperance. — ^Marriage of Orphan. — ^Afeh&n Dress. — ^A Jezailchl— 
Blood Feuds. — Old tidier. — ^Afgh&n Ladies. — Raising a Regiment.— 
Hasan Khiln's Journey. — Garden. — Illustrations of Scripture. — Pets.— 
Phankahs. — ^Drawing a Camel. — ^Bribery. — Depravity of Hinduism.— 
The Nizam-u-Doulali. — ^Afghdns and Sikhs. — ^Firozsliahar. — ^Honesty by 
Vocation. 

Sunday, Fbbruart 28th, 1847. — t did not go to the morning 
service it being Hindustani C. went and was much pleased, the 
preacher a Beng41i, gave an excellent sermon. A woman was bap- 
tized, she is the wife of a convert, and the Missionaries have known 
her for two years past My husband was much pleased with the 
simplicity and seriousness with which she gave her answers. 

As we walked in the verandah in the afternoon, Mrs. Janvier 
told me of the native Church here ; it consbts of about sixteen, 
whom they consider real converts, besides some of the people em- 
ployed in book-binding, and the orplian girls who attend the public 
services. They are afi, except one, the fruits of the Mission. C. 
accompanied Mr. Janvier to the native Church in the city. Mr. 

preached, but in so low a tone that it could hardly have 

much effect In the evening we all partook of the Communion at 
the Mission Chapel, where the service was partly in English and 
partly in Hindustani. The American Presbyterians aSow any 
strangers who choose to partake of the Sacrament, they give an 
invitation and a warning, and then leave it to the communicants' 
own conscience ; but they exercise very efficient discipline in this 
respect over all who are regular members of the congregation. 
About fourteen native Christians communicated with us, and the 
minister who administered the Holy Ordinance was a Bengdli, 
Golak Nath, an old pupil of Dr. Duff's, but baptized here. 

Monday, March 2n(l. — Sdluh Muhammml called. I do not like 
his face. He was tlio commandant of the guard whom Akbur 
Kh&n commissioned to convey the hostages and prisoners to Tur- 
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kisidn, and who was bribed to bring them into the British Camp. 
H? had deserted from us at B/imidn in 1840, so that he is a double 
traitor ; but my liusband received liim civilly, considering^the ser- 
vice he had rendered, and not the base motives thereof. This man 
has lately taken to drinking. He is fat, self-indulgent and crafty, 
without firmness. He brought a friend of his to recommend to C, 
and some half dozen rough looking followers. The Afgh&ns seem 
fully as tall and strong as any Europeans. They are much less 
ceremonious than the Hindustanis, and make a very slight sal&m, 
just raising the hand to the head carelessly. 0. gave one of the 
attendants a small Bakshish, he just took it without any acknow- 
ledgment whatever. S4leh Muhammad prefaced his visit (as is the 
custom here from an inferior, or from any native short of a Rajah) 
by sending a Nuzzar, which in this case consisted of a round tray 
of pomegranates with scarcely any seeds. They taste, I think, like 
raw pease, but are sweeter. In the evening, a much more interest- 
ing visitor arrived in the person of my husband^s devoted friend 
and follower, Muhammad Hasan Khan, who sealed his fidelity to 
the British with his blood, and lost everything by so doing. My 
husband and he met outside and embraced straiUy, £& is a 
noble-looking man with lofty features, piercing black eyes, and a 
most beautiful and varying expression. 

Just as I was writing this in came Hasan Eh&n again. The other 
night he was richly dressed, to-day he wore a shawl, turban and 
white chogah with white cotton gloves. This snow-white dress 
contrasted well with his dark complexion and jet black beard. He 
told us of the difficulty which he had here in obtaining any remu- 
neration for his losses ; they were as great as those 0. encountered 
on his behalf at home. At last he said to Mr. Currie, the Secretary 
to Government, and some other person who had made promises to 
him, ** K I have done bad service give me a paper saying so, and I 
will never trouble you again ; but if I have done such and such 
things then reward me, or I will kill some of you, or be killed my- 
self.. His eyes were fiercer when he related mis than you can well 
imagine; and yet in speaking to us his expression is peculiarly 
sweet. He was with poor Major Broadfoat at Fir68hahar, and had 
a horse shot under him. Major Broadfoot said to him : ** Now you 
have done great things with Mackenzie, do as much with me and I 
will write him an account of it" Hasan Kh&n said he never saw 
such confusion as in that battle. He kept by Broadfoot as long as 
he cx)uld, but at last completely lost himself caught and mounted a 
Sikh horse which was running loose, and for some time rode hither 
and thither, not knowing where the Europeans were, or where the 
Sikhs — ^for there was nothing but dust, noise and smoke, until Le 



126 OOWS AND SHEEP. 

came to the place where the Governor-General was aitting. Colonea 
Garden, the Quarter-Master General (who was suiiering great agony 
from being struck in the side by a spent ball), and several other 
officers were with him : Hasan Kh&n sat down among them. Sir 
Henry Hardinge remained for some time in deep thought with a 
very sad &ce, and at last burst out into an exclamation to Colonel 
Garden. Hasan Kh4n asked what ho had said, and Colonel Garden 
told him. ^ Had one of my sons fallen, I could have borne it, but 
the loss of Major Broadfoot is irreparable." 

The I s who were with us greatly admired Hasan Eh&n. 

Saleh Muhammad sent me an' Afgh&n dmner. This consisted of 
three or four round trays, each containing a Pillau surrounded by 
smaller dishes : I made a point of tasting them all. The Pillaus 
were very simple with no spice, and coloured with safiron, which 
looks better than it tastes. There were divers dislies of Kuftaa, 
which are just rissolles (only bun shaped) with sauce in which I 
strongly suspect there was a spice of assafoetida, of which seasoning 
the natives are very fond. However they were not bad. There were 
vegetables not unlike green slimy sea-weed, which C. pronounced 
very good, and the rest of the party ^ not very bad," and litUe 
saucers fiill of suji and milk, extremely Uke pap. Suji is a prepara- 
tion of the very neart of the wheat There were also some excel- 
lent sweetmeats— one a kind of comp6te of apples, the other made 
of apricots. 

We have bought a cow for sixteen rupees and a half, which is 
reckoned high. She is very pretty, small, but such a high caste 
looking thing, witli head and legs like an Arab horse, eyes like a 
gazelle, a deep hanging dewlap, and a hump between her shoulders 
which is very becommg. I never saw such beautiful cattle as in 
this country. It is necessary for every lady here to be her own 
" milkman," as Lizzy would say, and to keep her own fowls and 
sheep, baz&r mutton not being fit to eat, as, nrom want of pasture, 
the sheep which are not shut up and fed on gram and bhusd, are 
driven to act as scavengers, in common with pigs and p4riuh dogs ; 
besides which, when you buy mutton, you generally get yoai. C. 
breakfasted the other day with Hasan Kh&n, who sent me some of 
the breakfast, Pillau as before, two kinds of Afgh&n bread ; one, 
like bad pie-crust, the other like a bannock with butter in it. The 
Shahzddah ShalipGr sent to know when C. was coming to see him, 
and accompanied his message by a tray of sugar candy. 

Saturday, March 6th. — We got into our house, which is just 
opposite the Janviers, and has a verandah on three sides. A short 
distance from the house is a row of mud rooms, one of which is the 
cooking-room, and the others are for those servants who, having no 
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families here, do not rettun to the city at night The east verandah 
is generally full of people ; the orderlies, bearer, tailor, khaldsi (or 
tcni-pitclier), and any stray people sit there. All the principal rooms 
have fire-places : the bed-room contains nothing but the bed, which 
is a four-footed frame, the foundation for the mattrass to rest on 
being broad country tape, interwoven, which is very elastic ; imd I 
think when the hot weather comes we shall be obliged to take off 
the mattrass and sleep upon tliat Our cooking utensils consist of 
a few brass pots (tinned) of different sizes^ one spit (which rests on 
two little mounds of earth, between which the fire is made on the 
ground), one frying-pan, kettle, saucepan and spoon 1 We have 
two Khidmatg&rs, who are properly waiters at table, but who act 
a)B cook ancl butier; likewise a Masalchi, who helps them; one 
Bearer, who is housemaid and valet ; one Ayah, who cleans my 
bed-room, makes my bed, and waits upon me ; one sweeper ; one 
Bhisti, or water-carrier (the sweeper takes care of the fowls) ; one 
Dhohi, or washerman, to whom we pay twelve rupees a month, ». e* 
twenty-four shillings tor washing everything we choose to give him ; 
one choWked&r or watchman, who sleqa in the north verandah 
until we get our guard ; one Khaldsi, or Lascar, to take care of the 
tents and to do ahything which is required. Each horse has a 
groom and grass-cutter. I must explain that godowns are store- 
rooms, of which we have four of different kinds. When Jacob 
comes he will bo general superintendent ; see that the fowls are fed 
and horses get their allowance of grain, and that nothing is wasted. 

We get up at gun-fire, ». «. early dawn : when dressed, I go to 
the store-roohi and give out flour, sugar, potatoes, rice, <fec., for the 
day, and order dinner. C. has already long before gone to parade, 
which he attends morning and evening ; then I write till he comes 
home. We have prayers before breakfast, which is about eifi;ht 
o'clock, dinner at three, tea at seven, prayers at nine, and go to bed 
directly after. 

The weather is abeady too hot for me to leave the house in the 
daytime, but in-doors it is very pleasant ; it is now, March 11th, 74° 
in this room, at half-past ten A.M., but outside the house it is 82° in 
the shade. Boxwallahs or Kapr&wdllahs (literally clothmen), often 
come ; they are like pedlars, and have every kind of wares from 
European muslins and even velvets to the merest rubbish. 

We went the other day to see the printing establishment, which 
is on the mission premises. Tliey print Persian, Hindustdni, Pan- 
j.ibi, and English. I saw, among other Panjabi tracts, ^ Malan's 
Deux Vieillards." • They have alw) a bookbindery. We also saw 
the boys' schools, where boys of all ranks receive an excellent edu- 
cation in English and Hindust&ni : we heard them go through part 
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of their oidinaiy studies, by reading, parsing, and explaining a pas- 
sage of English prose. Tliej showed a very good knowledge of 
grammar, and also of arithmetic ; Mr. Rudolph teaches them. 

The American missionaries are full of public spirit During the 
Sutlej campaign they printed Sir H. Hardinge's I^njdbi proclama- 
tions, there bemg no other press in India which could do it, and no 
English press nearer than Dehli. This involved great personal 
labour, as the Missionaries themselves are obliged to correct the 
press, and even in a great measure to act as compositors, neverthe- 
less ihey refused all payment, and I never heard that the Governor- 
General showed his sense of obligation by any donation to the 
Mission. 

Saturday, March ISth. — Did I ever tell you that in this country, 
if a woman and man walk together, no matter how wide the road 
is, the woman always walks bdiind. The Hindu women do not veil 
their fiMses : only sometimes, as one passes, they draw their veils 
across, but Uiey are not muffled up as Musahn&ms are. A poor 
Kashmiri came here the other day, by name Ilabiq Khan. He was 
very kind to our officers when they were in captivity, and lost every- 
thing in consequence, and was obliged to leave tiie country with 
Pollock's army, and is now living here on whatever he can get, 
instead of being rather a prosperous man aa he formerly was. Sia 
melancholy countenance quite touched me. He brought a little 
girl with him about ten years old, dressed in trousers and a veil, 
with a little ring in her left nostril, such a Jewish &ce, and so grave. 
She returned the next day to bring me a handkerchief which her 
mother had worked : a Utile slave-girl came to take care of her, a 
poor, merrv-looking Hindust&ni girl of fourteen or thereabouts, who 
had lost all the toes of one foot She was the daughter of a Sep&hi, 
who had fallen in the K4bul passes : her mother had died in the 
snow and she had been frost-bitten. This good Kashmiri (Habiq 
Khdn) found her, took her home, cured her feet, and has kept her 
ever since. We found Habiq had seven daughters, and that they 
could work ; I sent for one, who, being grown up, was covered from 
head to foot^ wearing linen boots tied at the knee, and being a com- 
plete bimdle of clothes. She is now working for me, and has rather 
a nice &ce, but is very dirty. All the officers of irregular cavalry 
nourish beards : Captain F. called here the other day with a beard 
longer tlian any Khitmadgar's. 

I am giving you miscellaneous scraps of information, so I will 
mention Uiat all the bath-rooms contain several large earthen pitch- 
ers and water-bottles of the same material, with* round bodies and 
long necks, all of which are filled daily by the Bliisti, who brings 
the water in a goat-skin slung at his bacK. Those huge Etruscan 
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vases, of which I never could make out the use, were, doubtless, for 
the bath-rooms of the ladies of those days, for they are exactly of 
the same shnpo, only mine are plain rod. 

March 10th. — Wo go on so quietly tliat there is but little to 
relate except regarding our visitors. The other evening a very fine 
looking Aighdn called. This was Haider Ehdn, a nephew of Turd- 
baz Khan, Uie old Momand Chie( and the very man who conducted 
Captain and Mrs. Ferris in safety on their perilous flight As a 
reward, this man, the son of a chie^ and a gentleman both by birth 
and manner, is now superintendent of Major Mackeson's camels on 
a salary of twenty rupees a-month. He told my husband he did 
not care so long as he was treated with respect, and had enough to 
keep life in him ; but he was so ashamed of the smallness of the 
salary that he wrote to his uncle that he had an appointment of 120 
or 150 rupees a month. The old chief wrote back, *^ Don't tell me 
lies ; I have heard that you only get 20 rupees :" whereupon his 
nephew, in his answer, asked **If ne would believe his enemies 
rather than himself* All this our visitor related with .the greatest 
simplicity, slowing what a complete absence of the very idea of 
trutiifulness there must be among his people. He had alighted and 
Icfl his horse at some distance from the house out of respect ; C. 
called to the ^room and made him bring the horse near. Haider 
Kh4n then seized the bridle and endeavoured to lead the animal 
further off before mounting : the matter ended by 0. making him 
get up where he was. The Arab we bought at Cawnpore is only 
four years old, and its paces quite unformed. It is a dark grey and 
very stronglv made — such a nice creature. It cost 1200 rupees; a 
good horse is much dearer here than in England. 

March 17th. — We heard last night that about fifteen children of 
Sep4his and others who perished in Afghdnistan have been sent to 
the care of the Missionaries. They and about ninety others, among 
them a European boy, have just been recovered from the Afgh&ns 
by the agency of Murtcz& Shah, the same who was the instrument 
(with Ah Reza Eh4n Kazzilbash) of bribing Sdleh Muhammad to 
bring in the ladies and officers to General Sale's camp. C. went 
over to Mr. Rudolph's and saw the poor children, who can speak 
nothing but Persian. One poor little girl has lost both feet : C. and 
one of the Missionaries carried her over to tlie Orphan House, 
where she was to sleep. Tlie boys and girls made bitter lamenta- 
tions on being separated from each other, but ray husband explained 
to them it was only for the night To-day I sent the little girls 
some pomegranates, and begged Mrs. Rudolph to provide a good 
meal for them at our expense. In the evening Mrs. I. and I w^ked 
over to the house and saw them, nine from A&hdnistan and eiirht 

6* 
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of the Orphan School : the latter quite busy helping the Pillaii 
which they had cooked, the odour of which was excellent It seems 
that last night the little captives objected to eat with the others, 
saying they were Mussalmanis. Mrs. Rudolph let them try to cook 
their own food, but they could not manage it, and were very glad 
to partake of Uie food which the others had prepared. The Pulau 
was brought in a large cauldron and then ladled out, first into two 
great dishes and then into brass plates, each of which served for 
two or more children. A table-cloth was spread on the floor, and 
they all sat round it and ate with their fingers. 

The new comers look as if they had been well fed, but some of 
them are in a bad state of health, and several have lost some of 
their toes, or been otherwise injured by the frost A native lamp, 
which is just a piece of wick lying in oil, was all the light they had. 
The two youngest of the quondam captive children were eating 
together, there was but one morsel of Pillau left on their plate, and 
neither liked to take it ; at last, the elder one made it into a ball, 
popped it into the little one's mouth, and then coaxed her in the 
native fashion by stroking and patting her. It was veiy pretty to 
see the afiectionate way in which it was done. Mr. Rudolph asked 
a blessing on the meal, and I inwardly prayed that they might soon 
be led to feed on the bread of life, to which, poor children, they are 
yet utter strangers. 

March 18th. — ^After dinner, Usm4n E[h4n, the Niz Doulah, or 
Prime Minister of the late Shah Shujah, called, a very noble looking 
man. He it was who warned poor Sir Alexander Bumes of his 
danger, and got nothing but an insolent reply for his pains, which, 
however, did not prevent his putting himseu at the head of the 
King's Hindustani Paltan (or regiment), and fighting so gallantly, 
that had he been properly seconded by Colonel Shelton and the 
British force, the insurrection would, in all probability, have been 
nipped in the bud. He was afterwards imprisoned in the B&ld 
Hissar by Akbar, and left his country with Pollock's force. 

In spite of his fidelity and rank, and although he was present at 
all the battles during the last campaign with the Sikhs, yet he has 
only within the last two daysgot any reward at all, and now it is 
only 000 rupees a month I The people in office here say they have 
written home for a larger pension for him. 

There was a ceremonious struggle on parting: C. insisted on 
turning his slippers, which he had (as usual) left in the verandah, 
th<^ rignt way for him to put them on, and then helping him up on 
his horse. 

The other day C. rode out to Basi4n, to see Major Mackoson. It 
is thirty miles off. He rode one stage on a Suw4ri (t. e, riding 
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camel). In coming home the next evenmg it was dark, and his 
hone fell with him and sprained his ande by Ijins on it I wish 
you could have seen II4san Khan's concern when he heard of the 
accident, how he examined the foot^ patted it, and helped C. about 
in the most tender manner. Arnica, however, was the means of 
curing him in two days. 

I must tell you a story which Mr. Cameron wrote us. A friend 
of his has just arrived in Calcutta, travelling for pleasure. AParsi 
on board the steamer thus addressed him : — ** lou civil ?" ** No." 
" You military ?" ** No." " Then you write book." Is not this a 
good classification of Indian travellers ? To skip to quite a differ- 
ent subject, — a conductor of Artillery was showing my husband a 
house in the 60th lines. You must know that each regiment has a 
kind of camp allotted to it, where (if it be a Native corps) the Se- 
p4his build mud huts for themselves — ^a line of huts being appro- 
priated to each company ; if a European regiment, they have bar- 
racks, and the whole, with the ofiicers' houses, are called the lines. 
(We have just received a note directed " Missionary Lines I") Well, 
as I said, a Conductor was showing C. the 50th lines, ana in so 
doing remarked that the &11 of the barracks last vear, by which so 
many perished, seemed like an evident judgment &om heaven upon . 
them, for, said he, ^ in my whole life I never knew so wicked a 
regiment" It is remarkable that when the Sikhs attacked Loodiana 
in 1845, they burnt that part of the cantonments, but did not touch 
the barracks, and by thus leaving them uninjured that dreadful 
catastrophe took place. The regiment continued as depraved as 
ever after this awful event 

On Saturday 20th. — My husband rode out with two other officers 
to see the field of Aliwdl, which is about fourteen miles diistant He 
returned to breakfast, and told us of an instance of shameful cowaiS 
dice which he had just heard of When the Sikh battalions were 
in full re^at, four regiments of our cavalry, which were quite fresh, 
ought to have charged and routed them. Perry^s Ghurkas had 
previously taken the village of Aliw&l, where the Sikh left wing had 
entrenched themselves. The Sikhs retreated in confusion towards 
their right wing, which was stationed at the village of Bundi, when the 
four regiments mentioned made a faint charge, and after nding over a 
few stragglers suddenly halted. The question ran along the line — 
" Who commands us ?" No one assumed the responsibility — of 
course the men became discouraged, and when Colonel Bradford of 
the 1st cavalrv gallopped forward, asking who would follow him, 
only a few of his own men and two subalterns (one of whom Was 
killed) responded. 

Young Mr. Blackall, an uncovenanled civil servant (son of Co- 
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lonel Blackall), had ridden out from Loodiana on purpose to be pre- 
sent, and acted as Aide-<le-Camp to Sir Harry Smith, but has beei^ 
refused even Uie medal he had earned, *^ because it would be a 
precedent" One would think Uie oftener gallantry served as a pre- 
cedent the better. Lord Hardinge took care to procure the medal 
for Prince Waldemar and his suite, who were merely spectators — 
Why not for a private gentleman as well as for a prince ? This 
young man for whom, in spite of his gallantry, nothing has l>ocn 
done,, rode up to Uie Political Agent, Captain C, and entreated him 
to take the responsibili^ of ordering Uie tour regiments to advance. 
He refused, saying — ** He did not wish to bum his fingers by inter- 
meddling.'' A person named R , of the — ^th cavalry, after- 
wards abused Colonel Bradford for chaiging, adding with exultation, 
** However, none of us followed him, except two Grifis, one of whom 
got killed." 

These are not solitary instances of cowardice. The Colonel of 
Her Majesty's — foot, betbre the guns opened on the Sikhs the night 
previous to the battle of Sobrdon, received orders through Lieute- 
nant James Speirs to support the batteries, and drive in the enemy's 
picquets. He at first refused to obey such orders, unless they were 
given in writing, and when Lieutenant Speirs returned with the 
order 'written^ desiring the brigade containing Her Majesty's — 2d to 
do so and so. Colonel — having previously detached the regiment to 
k little distance, said that regiment was not in the brigade, and he 
could not do it. Lieutenant Speirs tlien told him bluntly that he 
must recall the regiment, but nothing was done, and Lieutenant 
Speirs advanced without any escort, and put his guns in position, 
and it was then discovered that there were no picquets to be driven 
in. The next day during the battle, after receiving several messages 
through an Aide-de-camp to advance, this unfortunate creature posi- 
tively refused to do so, until Lord Gough ordered him to do so *' at 
his peril." The Aide-de-camp repeated the command verbatim in 
the presence of his whole brigade, but it was then too late to be of 
any use; and after all, this man, who is remarkable for boasting, 
and for the contemptuous way in which he speaks of others, hits 
been covered with honours. The Aide-de-camp in question told 
the whole story to our informant. K a man is bom a coward, he 
is much to be pitied ; but common honesty forbids his assuming 
the character of a soldier, and accxipting the rewards of bravery- It 
is the meanness, more than the weakness, that one condemns. 

Colonel Wheeler's brigade behaved extremely well — save the 
Sergeant-major, who was discovered fiying out of shot as fust as he 
could. In consequence, however, of his name being, by some Mxtra* 
ordinary mistake, mentioned in dispatches, he was presented wi'b an 
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unattached 'Ensngncj, and in now at Loodiana ; bul on his applying 
to General Gilbert u>r an Adjutancy, the gallant old man, who biew 
the facts, refused to forward his application. 

Her Majesty's — behaved very well at Sobr&on, and the other 
battles, but not so at MudkL At the latter, their Colonel called out 
to the commanding officer of a Company's regiment, *^ I hope your 
men do better than mine, sir : I can't get these scoundrels" (begging 
your pardon for repeating the words) " to move an inch." 

Another person, bearing a commission in the Company's service, 
was about to be tried for running away, but the Commander-in-Chief 
found so many others equally guilty, that he hushed the matter up 
— a very unjust and unmir act towards the country in whose service 
these men are, and towards the officers and men who may be 
obliged to serve under them. 

The Colonel of Her Majesty's — Cavalry was intoxicated, as well 
as in " a grate feare," as H proved. 

March 24th. — Last evening we took a walk by moonlight in the 
garden, where the perfume of the orange blossoms was ^most too 
powerful. Indian gardens are very like those saufres we used to get 
m Paris, being divided, into squares by little ridges. They are inter- 
sected by little canals, and have ridges of earth raised round the roots 
of each tree or shrub to keep the water in. As we returned Hab'q 
Kh<^n, the poor Kashmiri, met us with his whole family, wife, grown- 
up daughters, little girls and all. He came to beg C. to state his 
case to Col. Lawrence, the Resident at Lahore, and as he was plead- 
ing, his wife, who had an infant in her arms, stooped down and laid 
hold of my husband's feet He raised her, and told her not to do so 
to man. Her garments were white and clean, those of the daughter 
dirty, as usual with Kashmiris ; trusting to the darkness she did not 
hold her veil close, and by the light of the moon she looked very 
pretty as she smiled at me for noticing her baby. The little girl, who 
so often comes, drew a pretty skull-cap^ worked in gold and colver, 
from under her veil and offered to me, and the &ther would scarcely 
take anything in return for it 

March 26th.-^It was very hot and sultry. Mrs. I and I had head- 
aches ; the children were sick, and there was every appearance of a 

storm. In the middle of the night the I ^'s were obligedTo take 

refuge in the house. We made a quilt into a bed for one child, and 
put the other into a basket Mrs. I. had half of my bed. Mr. L got 
a Charpai, and C. slept in the palki. The wind was blowing with 
such fury that C. sent the whole guard and the watehmen to hold the 

tent ropes, for fear the tent should come down before the I 'a 

could get out of it It was a dust-storm, and had perfectly ffiled the 
house with sand. Everything was a mass of fine dust, so thick that 
some papers which lay on my table were all but invisible. Towards 
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morning rtun fell and it became calm, but the condition in which we 
were on rising was lamentable ; water was turned to mud, our brushes 
and combs might as well have been dragged along the road ; and 
we were all occupied half the day in wasBng our hair. Rain fell 
at intervals, and it is now much cooler. 

Hasan Kh4n came here on Sunday morning, and while talking 
said to C, in a soothing way, ** Your religion and ours are very 
much the same." 0. said ^^ No, there is a |preat deal of difference,'* 
and lent him a Persian Testament, markmg the Sermon on the 
Mount, which Hasan, who is a very poor scholar, promised to get 
read to him* He came again the other day and began the subject, 
by saying he had heard it read, and it was ** verif good ; but," 
added he, '* the S4hib L6g do not live accofdinc^ to their book. I 
have only seen one or two that do so." G. told him it was very 
true, but that still there were some here, and many at home, who 
tried to walk after the Word of God. To walk is the literal Per- 
sian expression. Is it not strange that the inconsistency of nomi- 
nal Christians should be so palpable to a Muhammadan, and yet 
that they themselves remain so blind to it ? 

March 27th. — Much cooler and very cloudy, so we hope for more 
rain. A Boxwalla has just been here : they are a sort of pedlars, 
and have from two to six coolies or porters cariying their boxes. 
When anything is wanted, one must send for a Kaprawal4 or write 
a note to one of the two or three shops in the city, generally kept 
by Armenians. They contain a little of everything. 

We have bought a lot of six sheep, nine goats, and one kid for 
thirty-five rupees ; only one of the goats, however, gives milk. We 
get four quails for threepence, and a brace of wild ducks for a shil- 
Hng. Atta Muhammad an Afghan, whom 0. formerly knew as a 
merchant, but who is now Naib Rassaldar, t. e, native Second in 
command of Captain Fisher's Horse, called last night ; he said 
Afghanistan was soaked in blood. When we first arrived Hasan 
Kh&n informed us of Muhammad Akbar's death. It was said that 
he had been poisoned by Shujah-u-Doulah, the murderer of Shah 
Sujah, but it is now known that he died of fever brought on by ex- 
cessive drinking, for when he ceased to be a Gh&zi, he sought 
intoxication from wine instead of fanaticism. Our friend last even- 
ing told us that when he was dying he sent for his father-in-law, 
Muhammad Shah Khan Qhiljye, and said to him — ^* While I lived 
I have protected you, and no one could hurt you, but my father 
hates you, so now look to your own safety." Muhammad Shah 
Khau followed his advice, betook himself to the hills, and is now 
in open rebellion. The road between Kabul and Peshawor is ther^ 
fore dosed. 

I was much amused at our visitor's gesticulations ; he was an im^ 
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menaelj broad-shouldered powerful man, not so tall, but probably 
as thicK as Og, Kingr of Basban, and when he was descanting on 
his own patience and meekness, he crossed his arms on his breast 
and leant his head and bushj black beard on one shoulder with 
such a ludicrous expression of extreme gentleness and sweetness, 
that he reminded me of Friar Tuck enacting the devout monk. 
0. lauffhed outright ; he told me that just at that moment he 
thought of a story which Captain Fisher had related of this very 
man. Two parties of Sepdhis were fighting — ^the N4ib Rassalddr 
went out to quell the tumult, and in the m/uie got a cut across his 
shoulders wiUi a whip. This roused his ire to such a degree, that, 
seizinff a huffe tent-peg for a dub, he laid about him with such 
fury mat both parties ceased their strife and fled from him with 
might and main. Not satisfied with this he pursued them with 
increasing rage when the guard was ordered to seize him, but were 
speedily sent flying back again by this perfect Birsaker. Captain 
Fisher not knowing who it was that was making this terrible uproar 
despatched a whole troop to capture him, but it was of no use, he 
demolished the troop, scattered them, and marched about like a 
lion rampant, I suppose until the rage went out of him. Now the 
recollection of this with such a huge meek face before one was too 
much for any one's gravity. He is a very good-humoured man, 
but Afghans, like Highlanders when roused, are untameable. 

Mr. I^orter came in to get a cup of tea on Sunday after evening 
service. There is a great mela or fietir going on here, and we have 
lent our tent to the Missionaries, the large one to preach in — ^the 
small one to distribute books and tracts from. Mr. Porter told us 
that the people come most eagerly for books, asking for particular 
ones, such as the ** Epistle to the Romans." A Summary of the 
Gospels in verse published at Madras, seems a great favourite. 
Many of them, to show the exact book they want, recite a page or 
two at the top of their lungs. He says they sometimes find na- 
tives who, from reading the Scriptures, are nearly as well acquainted 
with them as the Missionaries themselves, and others who are inteU 
lectfMdly Christians. Once at a place about seven marches from 
this, he and his native coadjutor gave a portion of Scripture to a 
F4qir. This man had been all over India on pilgrimages seeking 
peace and finding none ; the word of God proved itself like a two 
edged sword, for about two years after he came to the Missionaries, 
professed the faith of the Gospel, and has been for the last five 
years a Catechist at Sabatliu. All the Missionaries here are teeto- 
tallers, and Mrs. Janvier told me thai in America not one minister 
in a hundred of any denomination has intoxicating liquor of any 
kind in his house. We might well take pattern of them in that 
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particular, especially in Scotland, where the abominable ousiom of 
giving a glass of whiskey to half the poor people who come to 
one's nouse is a fruitful source of sin. How many thousands perish 
annually from drink in our own beloved land I encouraged by those 
who taice wine and beer in moderation ; and how very few either 
of gentlemen or ladies do take wine in real moderation 1 How 
many are as fit for work, as clear- headed, as even tempered, as fit 
for meditation and prayer after dinner as before 1 How much time 
after dinner and after lunch is wasted, because we have taken a 
•glass of wine, and cannot therefore apply to study or business! I 
have long thought we should abstain from wine and beer (for many 
ladies in India drink both) in order to redeem the time— to keep 
our bodies in subjection, and because, by denying ourselves this ezt 
pensive luxury, we should be able to minister more largely to the 
wants of others: for I suppose there are few men in India whose 
cellars do. not cost them, from 00/. to 100/. a year at the very least 
without reckoning any ** company." 

Friday, April 2nd. — Mrs. I y and I went over to the chapel, 

to see one of the orphan girls married to a teacher in the Sunday 
school : they are both nominal Christians. There was dinner at 
Mr. Rudolph's in one room for us and for two of the native catechists 
and their wives, and on the floor in the next apartment a feast for 
the bride and bridegroom, the orphan girls, and divers others. It 
was pretty to see them enjoying themselves, and to mark the dif- 
ference of expression in the litUe captives, who now look as merry 
as any, and seem at home. Colonel Lawrence has proposed giving 
200 rupees to the school, for the board and education of each or 
the rescued children. 

Wednesday, April 11th. — Jacob arrived early on Monday, to our 
great satisfaction. Yesterday, Hasan Ehln came while we were at 
dinner, and one of his men laid a covered tray on the floor, which 
excited my curiosity, especially as Hasan Eh4n said nothing about 
it. When we had finished, the cover was removed, and a very 
handsome Afghan dress appeared, laid on the top of a tray of sugar- 
candy and roses, which I^luhammad Hasan had put in hand directly 
he heard of C.'s arrival in the country. He then began to dress 
him in it : it consisted of a purple silk shirt, a dark cloth coat, ex- 
quisitely embroidered in gold, red paijamahs, a shawl girdle and a 
green turban. It is a most becommg costume. All the assistants 
cried in chorus, "Mubdrak b&shad!" "May you be fortunate!" 
which they do on putting on any tiling new, or on mounting a new 
horse. Baedoollah always devoutly says, "Bismillah," "In tJie 
name of God," when C. puts his foot in the stirrup ; a thing few 
Muhammadans would do to a European. I never saw any gold 
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Gmbroidery equal that on this dress : it was done in Muhammad 
Hasan's own nouse, under the superintendence of a Kashmiri tailor. 
Of course we shall have to give them some handsome return for. 
such a present, for it could not be refused without a complete breach 
with Hasan EJifin, who looked so gratified on the occasion that it 
was quite pleasant to see him. He said, ^ as thej were both well 
made men, he had had the dress cut on his own pattern, and that 
was why it fitted so exactly.'' 

The A%h4ns are certainly a very handsome race. Hasan Khan's 
Mtinshf, or **man of letters,** came in to read a letter of thanks 
from his patron to Mr. Mills, of the Indian House, comparing him 
to Plato and Lokhman, to which Hasan E[h4n listened with a fiice 
of simplicity that convinced me he knew as much* of one as the 
other. The said MQnshi and another attendant had most beautiful 
features ; I never saw a more perfect nose than the Munshi's, and 
Muhammad Hasan's Peshkhidmat, or henchman, whom he sent the . 
other day with his magnificent donation of eighty rupees for the 
poor Highlanders, was one of the finest specimens of manly beauty 
m its full maturity which could be imagined. • Hasan Kh&n then 
told us that one of my husband's old Jezauchis was with him, 8h&bad 
Khftn by name : he was one of those fifteen who were cut down in 
the attack on the Shah Bagh at E&bQl ; thirteen were slain out- 
right^ but this one recovered, and 0. showed me a frightful scar 
across his right wrist 

When he was introduced, 0. warmly shook hands with him, and 
he in return pressed liis old commander's hand to the forehead and 
eyes. He was greatly pleased when I brought my copy of " Eyre's 
Jounud," and 0. read tne names of all his Jezailchis which I had 
written on the fly-leaf 

Hasan Eh4n then began to recapitulate Shabad's enormities ; how 
he would spend twenty rupees in a day, and never send any to his 
affed fJEtther and mother ; now, if he were not a man of his own 
tnbe and his own place, he would have cast him off entirely, and 
he shook his garment vehemently ; how he had beaten him, and 
said to him I " Begone, let me never see you more 1 " but that he 
stuck to him like his girdle. During all this time Shdbad Ehkn, 
who was sitting by, roade*such gestures of injured and belied inno- 
cence, that I could hardly refrain from laughing ; at last he said, 
*^ Tou had better kill me, Eh&n, than give me such a bad character ; 
besides," added he, '^not a word of it is true I" Hasan Kh&n 
did not seem at aU disturbed at beinc thus accused of coining about 
a dozen falsehoods, but went on to relate, that this man accompanied 
him to Calcutta, but on their return, another retainer of his being 
about to join him, who had a blood feud with Sh^bad, he told him 
of it| and aaidi *^ Tou had better depart, for he will kill you." 
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Now, Muhammad Hasan having sent his enemy on a message to 
E4bul, Shal>4d Khan has emerged fropi his retreat and rejoined 
him ; but when his toe comes back he must vanish again. My hus* 
band said, *' This is an abominable custom ; cannot peace be made 
between them f " Hasan Klidn said that it was very bad, but it 
was the custom, and peace could not be made unless blood was spilt 

I went away to dress, and on my return found a Rassald^r had 
also called, and C. was showing them some of my sketches of the 
Nypalese Sird&r and others, which thev admired, and cried, ^ Won- 
derful 1 It is a great science ! -The Feringhi are wonderful people I 
Wonderfid that the Mem Sahib should do it herself. Wah I wan 1 " 
and then wagged their heads vrisely. 

In our drive passed a camp of Sep4his on furlough : they always 

go in bands for safety ; four or five have been murdered and robbed 
ere since we came, so these have sentries. 

Wednesday. — ^The senior Subddar of our regiment came, — a fine- 
looking, white-bearded old man, to whom, at C.'s request, I gave a 
rose, and told him that, as my father was an old soldier, and I hoped 
my husband would live to be one, I felt an afifection for old soldiers 
in general. This small speech C. translated, and the old man was 
greatly pleased, and told us he had two daughters (married to na- 
tive officers^ and five sons. It is a great compliment for a native to 
speak of tne fenude members of his fiEunily, for they never do so 
except to those of whose respectability of character they have a 
high idea. I never saw more willing and obliging servants than 
ours ; they have never yet made the least diffictuty about anything : 
our household is almost exclusively Muhammadan, and tne two 
Khitmadgars have been up to Afghanistan and Bokh&ra, which has 
enlightened their minds. 

'Diursday morning, C, Mrs. I. and I were at breakfast when Mu- 
hammad Hasan Kh&n's ladies arrived. They came togetlier in a 
close palki, not muffled up, and one of Hasan Eh4n*s retainers 
carefully shut the doors after them. One was young and pretty, 
with a very sweet mouth, something like Lizzy's, only fuller lips ; 
she had very lively, bright, expressive, large dark eyes, tinged with 
antimony, beautiful white teeth, with rosy ups, a colour in her cheek, 
and a complexion not darker than a Spaniard's or Italian's. She 
wore a little skull cap, embroidered by herself in gold and silver 
braid ; her front hair in little tliin curls pasted on her forehead, the 
rest of her tresses hanging behind in two plaits. She had a sort of 
loose shirt of rose-coloured satin reaching to the hips, with full 
sleeves and fustcnicd at the throat, very wido green satin troum^rs, ho 
full that tliey looked like a })etticoat, and a row of silver bangles six 
inches deep on each arm finished by a gold one, silver chains round 
her neck, pretty gold earrings somethi^ like the Genoese filagree^ 
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but the top of each ear disfigured and made to hang over by the 
weight of naif a do;sen large gold rings. She had a crescent-shaped 
ornainont of enamels and pearls (over the left eyebrow) and a little 
pearl thing like an earring top stuck in one nostril. She wore a 
large yellow gauze veil, and me palms of her hands were stained 
wiw henna. Her companion was older with handsome features, 
though rather too much marked. She was dressed in the same 
manner, except that she had no cap, and the bosom of her purple 
satin tunic was covered on each side with half rupee pieces put on 
just like military medals close to each other. The veil was deep 
red, bordered with gold, and like the other^s lar^o enough to enve- 
lope her whole person. She is the mother of a beautiful little girl, 
Hasan Kh&n's only Uving child. He has lost four, two boys and 
two girls. They were very affectionate and lively in manner, and 
we got on very well, especially after Mrs. Rudolph came over to 
interpret And it was evident tliat Hasan Kh^n gossips with his 
wives of everything he sees or hears. They inquired what relation 
Mrs. I. was to my husband and whether I had any sister, and thought 
it very sad she should be in England when I was here. I showed 
them different pieces of work which they admired. We looked at 
each other^s dress, they examined my rings and hands, seemingly 
surprised that they were not stained. At last, each gentiy t^k 
hold of the skirt of my gown, pulled it up a little way and seemed 
to marvel at the corded petticoat, that they then raised a very Httle, 
and on seeing my under garments cried approvingly *' ah I" I never 
was more amused. 

They would not take tea, but ate some p&n and stayed about an 
hour and a half We sent all the men away from the verandah, 
and deposited them in their palk'is. They did not seem to mind the 
man who came with them seeing them, perhaps he is a kinsman, 
but he took care to summon the bearers only when they were safely 
enaconsed in their box. Hasan Khdn rode up just at that moment. 
I think he wondered what his wives had been doing so long. His 
Munshi comes to read Persian with my husband in the evening. 
They have been reading the Sermon on the Mount in " Gladwin's 
Persian Munshi ;" and the scribe not only admired the Persian style 
exceedingly, but showed a perfect comprehension of the meaning of 
that divine discourse. He said the style of the Persian Testament 
was very inferior to this, that it was full of awkwardness, but tliis 
was most beautiful. 

I send you a copy of a letter I have just written. 

"Loodiana, April 16th, 184Y. 

"My dear Mr. ^ 

^ Having extracted a quantity of information from my husband 
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during our evening's walk yesterday, I sit down to fulfil my promise 
of giving you an account of ^ raising a regiment' The nrst thing 
0. had to do was to understand half a dozen contradictory orders, 
one of whicli told him he was to get one-third of his native officers 
from tlie Line ; another said that such men having been found use- 
less, had been sent back by the officers commanding the Sikh regi- 
ments, which had been raised in the first instance. He was directed 
to form his regiment half of Sikhs and the other half of Mussalmdns 
and Hindus ; Brahmans excepted, as they are generally at the bot- 
tom of all mutinies and conspiracies. 

^ He found, on arriving, that hardly any but Muhammad4ns had 
been enlisted, with the exception of one hundred men, ilie very 
refuse of the Amb411a Police Battalion lately disbanded, many of 
whom were of the caste very properly excluded by Lord Hardmge, 
but now forced into the regiment by his express order. 

" He then sent proclamations in Panj4bi and Hindustani, through- 
out the neighbourmg villages and country (as he was directed to do), 
stating that such a regiment was to be raised — the advantages of 
enlisting, seven rupees a month pay for Sep&hi, <fec., <fec., and invit- 
ing men to enter so glorious a service. Not quite 350 men were 
collected when we arrived, and desertions were incessant, as many as 
ten in one night 0. made the men a speech, in which he set forth 
the disgrace of deserting, and I suppose hinted at the penalties 
thereof! 

" They have since diminished, although a few days ago one of the 
cooks eloped, which he must have done, like Lydia Languish, for 
love of the proceeding itself, as he could easily have got his discharge. 
Li all new regiments desertions are very frequent at first, owing to 
numbers enlisting who do not know their own minds. 

" Lord Hardinge's idea in raising these four new regiments, was, 
that they would absorb the old Sikh soldiers ; and in order to carry 
out this plan without expense to the State, he disbanded thousands 
of our faithful Hindustanis. It was not a bad theory, but it is a 
practical nullity, for hardly any of the old Sikh soldiers choose to 
enter our service, their habits of military license unfit them for our 
discipline — tlieir national and military pride disinclines them to serve 
their conquerors, and above all, they are agriculturists, and always 
returned to their field-labours during their periods of furlough ; they 
require, therefore, stronger inducements than we have to ofier, to 
make them quit their plough for the sword, or rather the musket 

" Moreover, they all wear their hair at full length, which length I 
am assured commonly extends from throe feet to six feet, and some- 
times even to eleven feet ! — four feet of hair is frequent The whole 
is formed into a knot on the top of the head. Now, ' here's a coil ' 
which effectually prevents a man from wearing a very shallow forage- 
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cap ; andf as Lord Hardinge gives them leave to keep their hair and 
beards, neither of which they ever cut, and at the same tim^insists 
on their wearing this obnoxious topi ; the veterans positively refiise 
to have anything to do with a service which makes a saucer-cap a 
Mine qudnon. 

** Some of the finest recruits draw back, and will not enlist when 
the topi is shown to them ; and truly the effect of it is most absurd. 
0. has risked the safety of his Glengarry bonnet, by sending it to 
head-quarters, with a request to be allowed to give similar ones to 
his men. Major Mackeson and the Commander of the 3rd regiment 
of Frontier-Brigade, are both anxious for its adoption, as the Sikh 
tresses could be stowed away most conveniently under it, but no 
answer has yet arrived, although the abhorred topi may prove as 
&tal as Gesler*s. 

" All the refuse of Loodiana applyfor service ; two thieves gravely 
offered themselves the other day, and when C. could not refram frpm 
laughing in their faces at the effrontery of the proposition, their tribe 
bein^ notoriously a caste of thieves, they burst out laughing too. If 
he Hke the appearance of any that come, he has them measured ; he 
has fixed the standard at five feet seven inches, and takes none under 
that, except for special reasons, as in Uie cade of a gallant Gh(irk&, 
who was at Charok&r, in Mr. Ilaughton^s regiment, and who, in com- 
pany with a fellow soldier, volunteered to carry intelligence to the 
garrison at Eabdl, and performed the task, passing through the veiy 
eart of the enemy. He was severely wounded, and afterwards 
served with the Sappers and Miners, who, subsequent to Captain 
Laing*s death at Belimdrri, were under my husband's command. 
You cannot imagine a stronger contrast than that between the little 
square, sallow-complexioned Chinese-looking Gh6rka, and the tall, 
flexible Rajput Havildar-major. 

" K the men are of the proper height, they are sent with a roll 
of their names, ages, dec, to the surgeon, who pronounces on their 
fitness for service. They are then put to drill, and when perfect in 
facing, marching, extension motions, dz;c, ought to get muskets and 
learn the manual and platoon exercise. I have only just found out 
that the manual exercise consists in. learning to handle the gun in 
dumb show — the platoon exercise in learning to fire it. 

" Everything that is required for the men must be indented for ; 
that is, C. signs an application for such and such things. K it is 
an * emergent indent,' he gets the articles, but may be obliged to 
return them if the military board does not think them needful. 

" The military board, m their corporate capacity, are odious to 
every one, from the difficulties and obstacles they oppose to every- 
thing. Tlie only public personage who equals them in unpopu- 
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during our evening's walk yesterday, I sit down to fulfil my promise 
of giving you an account of ^ raising a regiment' The nrst thing 
0. had to do was to understand half a dozen contradictory orders, 
one of whicli told him he was to get one-third of his native officers 
from the Line ; another said that such men having been found use- 
less, had been sent back by the officers commanding the Sikh regi- 
ments, which had been raised in the first instance. He was directed 
to form his regiment half of Sikhs and the other half of Mussalmans 
and Hindus ; Brahmana excepted, as they are generally at the bot- 
tom of all mutinies and conspiracies. 

i^ He found, on arriving, that hardly any but Muhammaddns had 
been enlisted, with the exception of one hundred men, tlie very 
refuse of the Ambdlla Police Battalion lately disbanded, many of 
whom were of the caste very properly excluded by Lord Hardmge, 
but now forced into the regiment by his express order. 

** He then sent proclamations in Panj4bi and Hindustani, through- 
out the neighbourmg villages and country, (as he was directed to do), 
stating that such a regiment was to be raised — ^the advantages of 
enlisting, seven rupees a month pay for Sepdhi, <fec., <fec., and invit- 
ing men to enter so glorious a service. Not quite 350 men were 
collected when we arrived, and desertions were incessant, as many as 
ten in one night C. made the men a speech, in which he set forth 
the disgrace of deserting, and I suppose hinted at the penalties 
thereof! 

"' They have since diminished, although a few days ago one of the 
cooks eloped, which he must have done, like Lydia Languish, for 
love of the proceeding itself, as he could easily have got his discharge. 
Li all new regiments desertions are very frequent at first^ owing to 
numbers enlisting who do not know their own minds. 

** Lord Hardinge's idea in raising these four new regiments, was, 
that they would absorb the old SikTi soldiers ; and in order to carry 
out this plan without expense to the State, he disbanded thousands 
of our faithful Hindustanis. It was not a bad theory, but it is a 
practical nullity, for hardly any of the old Sikh soldiers choose to 
enter our service, their habits of military license unfit them for our 
discipline — ^their national and military pride disinclines them to serve 
their conquerors, and above all, they are agriculturists, and always 
returned to their field-labours during their periods of furlough ; they 
require, therefore, stronger inducements than we have to offer, to 
make them quit their plough for the sword, or rather the musket 

" Moreover, they all wear their hair at full length, which length I 
am assured commonly extends from three feet to six feet, and some- 
times even to eleven feet ! — four feet of hair is frequent The whole 
is formed into a knot on the top of the head. Now, ' here's a coil ' 
which effectually prevents a man from wearing a very shallow forage- 



THE BECBUIT'S PROGBESS. 141 

cap ; andf as Lord Hardinge gives them leave to keep their hair and 
beanls, neither of which they ever cut, and at the same tim^ insists 
on their wearing this obnoxious topi ; the veterans positively reftise 
to have anything to do with a service which makes a saucer-cap a 
Hne qud non. 

*^ Some of the finest recruits draw back, and will not enlist when 
the topi is shown to them ; and truly the effect of it is most absurd. 
C. has risked the safety of his Glengarry bonnet, by sending it to 
head-quarters, with a request to be allowed to give similar ones to 
his men. Major Mackeson and the Commander of the 3rd regiment 
of Frontier-Brigade, are both anxious for its adoption, as the Sikh 
tresses could be stowed away most conveniently under it, but no 
answer has yet arrived, although the abhorred topi may prove as 
&tal as Gesler's. 

" All the refuse of Loodiana applyfor service ; two thieves gravely 
offered themselves the other day, and when C. could not refram frpm 
laughing in their faces at the effrontery of the proposition, their tribe 
bein^ notoriously a caste of thieves, they burst out laughing too. If 
he like the appearance of any that come, he has them measured ; he 
has fixed the standard at five feet seven inches, and takes none under 
that, except for special reasons, as in Uie cade of a gallant GhOrki, 
who was at Char(;k4r, in Mr. Ilaughton^s regiment, and who, in com- 
pany with a fellow soldier, volunteered to carry intelligence to the 
garrison at Eabdl, and performed the task, passing through the veiy 
heart of the enemy. He was severely woundc3, and afterwards 
served with the Sappers and Miners, who, subsequent to Captain 
Imng^B death at Belimdrfi, were under my husband's command. 
You cannot imagine a stronger contrast than that between the little 
square, sallow-complexioned Chinese-looking Gh6rka, and the tall, 
flexible Rajput Havildar-major. 

" If the men are of the proper height, they are sent with a roll 
of their names, ages, Ac, to the surgeon, who pronounces on their 
fitness for service. They are then put to drill, and when perfect in 
facing, marching, extension motions, Ac, ought to get muskets and 
learn the manual and platoon exerdse. I have only just found out 
that the manual exercise consists in learning to handle the gun in 
dumb show — the platoon exercise in learning to fire it. 

" Everytliing that is required for the men must be indented for ; 
that is, C. signs an application for such and such things. K it is 
an ' emergent indent,* he gets the articles, but may be obliged to 
return them if the military Doard does not think them needful. 

" The military board, m their corporate capacity, are odious to 
every one, from the difficulties and obstacles they oppose to every- 
thing. Tlie only public personage who equals them in unpopu- 
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they would raUier receive their two annas daily U> buy for them* 
selves. C. managed to get two or three old Sepdhis who had turned 
Banialis, to settle in his lines, and took much pains to explain to the 
native officers, commissioned and non-commissioned, the use of a 
Bazilr, desiring them to propound the same to the men. He also 
issued an order on the subject, which, after beinff read at three suc- 
cessive roll-calls, 80 entirely convinced tlie recruits, that they rushed 
tumultuously to the shops, and well nigh plundered them. 

^ They are now marched up by companies, and each receives his 
allowance in due order ; and, if the shopkeepers give them credit 
beyond the amount of two annas net diem, it is at their own risk. 
Some of the men, principally the llindus,. save a good deal out of 
their subsistence money. U. means to have ten Banidhs, one for 
each company. Each shop contains everything the Sepuhis require 
in the wav of food. 

** All the native officers who have been out recruiting are in dis- 
grace, for they have brought in the scum of the country, and 
pocketed the public money, by the following process : They send 
word they have enlisted one hundred men, and require subsistence 
money accordingly ; then they bring in fifty, and declare the other 
fifty have deserted en route^ and wiuiin ten days twenty-five of the 
remainder have taken their leave. For the latter desertions there 
is no doubt that the topi is greatly to blame. C. says h^ feels in- 
clined to sing the old son^ of ' Rogues all,' from morning till night, 
and declares that the vulgar proverb ^ mad as a hatter,' is fully ex- 
emplified in the present case. I insert a firagment of another letter 
on the same subjecf 



*< Loodiana, May Idth, 1847. 



** My dear Mr. 



** I must add a postscript to my Chapitre des Chapeaux, as I 
think my letter toucning the Frontier Brigade and the Topi may be 
justly styled.. 

'* In the first place Lord Hardinge, considering the Frontier Bri- 
gade as a Political Body, has placed it under the Political Depart- 
ment, at the same time constantly referring matters relating to it to 
the Commander-in-Chief and military autliorities, who, rejoicing in 
the conviction that everything will get into confusion without Uieir 
superintendence, refuse to have anything to say to it C. applied 
for tents. The Governor-General directed that the r^mcnt should 
only have half the allowance, because when compleMy more than 
half would seldom be assembled at once, as it is his intention to 
employ them in treasure-parties and as gaol-guards. Luckily C. had 
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larity 18 the unfortunate military-auditor-general, whose title is the 
signal for a chorus of vituperation, for he is always cutting people's 
lawful pay, retrenching the same sums two or three times over, and 
recovering from three or four different persons that which only one 
is answerable for. C. has applied for muskets, numbers of his men 
being now ready for the manual exercise, but there are no belts in 
the magazine here, so that they cannot get any. 

*' This being harvest time, when the whole population are fully 
employed, recruiting goes on very slowly. Dilfurent native com- 
missioned and non-commissioned officers are out in the district 
recruiting, and each recruit receives two annas' worth of food 
a-day. Now, when they arrive at Loodiana a large proportion are 
found unfit for service, and the auditor-general always disputes the 
payment of money expended in this manner, although the expense 
IS unavoidable. This, however; is not so much his rault as that of 
the rules by which he is fettered. 

" No pay abstracts of either officers or^ men have yet been 
passed, but the Treasury advance whatever* money is needed, on 
the responsibility of the Conmiandant ;* and Captain W. has had so 
much trouble and expense owing to these arrangements, that he 
ends a most humorous note of grievances to my husband, by say- 
ing, ' Catch me raising another regiment for them, that's all 1' It is 
indeed very hard work, especially where, as in C.'s case, he has it 
all to do by himself. He rises before dawn • to go to parade, and 
often cannot get back to breakfast Then native officers, llavil- 
dars, Sikhs, Aigh4ns, and Ghurkas, come pouring in ; official letr 
ters, indents aa libitum, have to go out ; and in the evening he is 
at parade again until tea-time. 

^The new Adjutant has not yet joined. The Commissariat 
department is thus managed : a Chowdri is appointed at the head 
of the regimental Bazdr. Advances are made to enable him to fur- 
nish funds to such shopkeepers as are willing to settle in the regi- 
ment, and he is responsible for the quality of the provisions soul. 
The Sepihis are generally required to supply themselves from their 
own Baz4r ; and, as they pay a HtUe more than they would do in 
the town, the extra profit mduces the Banidhs to go with the regi- 
ment wherever it may be ordered. 

^ C. turned out the first Banidhs who came, for cheating the 
soldiers. They consequently endeavoured to form a conspiracy with 
all tlie other shopkeepers in Loodiana, to prevent his having a Bazlr 
at all, and the men not imderstanding tne advantage of one, Bsad 

* When tho regiment received the first issue of pay it was eight manih$ 
in arriartf but thoy were afterwards paid like the rest of the Bengal army 
every month. 
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they would rather receive their two annas daily to buy for them* 
selves. C. managed to get two or three old Sepdhis who had turned 
Baniahs, to settle in his lines, and took much pains to explain to the 
native officers, commissioned and non-commissioned, the use of a 
Bazilr, desiring them to propound the same to the men. He also 
issued an order on the subject, which, after beinff read at three suc- 
cessive roll-calls, 80 entirely convinced the recruits, that they rushed 
tumultuously to the shops, and well nigh plundered them. 

^ They are now marched up by companies, and each receives his 
allowance in due order ; and, if the shopkeepers give them credit 
beyond the amount of two annas i)er diem, it is at their own risk. 
Some of the men, principally the llindus,. save a good deal out of 
their subsistence money. U. means to have ten Bani4hs, one for 
each company. Each shop contains everything the Sepuhis require 
in the way of food. 

" All the native officers who have been out recruiting are in dis- 
grace, for they have brought in the scum of the country, and 
pocketed the public money, by Uie following process : They send 
word they have enlisted one hundred men, and require subsistence 
money accordingly ; then they brinff in fifty, and declare the other 
fifty have deserted en route^ and wiuiin ten days twenty-five of the 
remainder have taken their leave. For the latter desertions there 
is no doubt that the topi is greatly to blame. C. says he feels in- 
clined to sing the old song of * Rogues all,' from morning till night, 
and declares that the vulgar proverb ' mad as a hatter,' is fully ex- 
emplified in the present case. I insert a fragment of another letter 
on the same subject" 



" Loodiana, May 13th, 184Y. 



" My dear Mr. 



'^ I must add a postscript to my Chapitre des Chapeaux, as I 
think my letter toucning the Frontier Brigade and the Topi may be 
justly styled.. 

** Li the first place Lord Hardinge, considering the Frontier Bri- 
gade as a Political Body, has placed it under the Political Depart- 
ment, at the same time constantly referring matters relating to it to 
the Commander-in-Chief and military autliorities, who, rejoicing in 
the conviction that everything will get into confusion without Oieir 
superintendence, refuse to have anything to say to it C. applied 
for tents. The Governor-General directed that uie regiment sliould 
only have half the allowance, because wfien compleiedy more than 
half would seldom be assembled at once, as it is his intention to 
employ them in treasure-parties and as gaol-guards. Luckily C. had 
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got ihe tents before this answer arrived, but if he were to leave, he 
would have to restore all but the scanty portion allowed. 

^ C. has represented that the regiment must be collected together 
and disciplined before they can possibly be detached on guards or 
treasure parties, and in the meantime one half of them cannot lie 
in the open air — ^the hot winds are blowing — ^the rains are coming 
on, and, of couroe, the men will desert 

** lie then applied for hutting-money. The regiment is at present 
occupying some old lines, and the mud huts of their predecessors 
could easily be put in repair, and tliatched for them at a very small 
expense. This was refused, although granted to all the re^ments 
of the line, to which Lord Hardinge is so anxious to assimuate the 
Frontier Brigade. It was stated that the men must do it at their 
own expense, but the political authorities might afford them any 
help in their power by convict labour, <fec. The men have not 
received a fartning of pay beyond bare subsistence money, (two 
annas a day,) so how can they do it at their own expense ; and it 
turns out that no convicts can be spared, and the political authori- 
ties have no other assistance to give. 

"Again the Governor-General writes that Ehal4sis are not 
authorized* for these corps, and has required the commanding offi- 
cer of one of the other regiments to pay twelve drummer-boys him- 
self^ saying that he had no authority for enlisting them, but lulowing 
that a drum-major had been inserted 6y mistake in the complement 
of the regiment; I should say that the drummer-boys were tlie 
natural and necessary consequents of the drum-major, and that 
therefore Government ought to pay for their own mistake. They 
also refused Buglers, but afterwards allowed two per company, and 
lo I no less than three of their own documents, previously issued, 
authorize the entertainment of both Ehal&sis and Buglers 1 How 
can raw recruits be expected to pitch and take charge of their own 
tents, especially when all the otlier regiments have Shaldsis to do it 
for them f The Ck>mmanding Officers have been invested with the 
powers of Joint Magistrates, and a Munshi is indispensable, not only 
to take down proceedings, but also to write all Hindustani letters 
and papers connected with the regiment The last orders from 
Head-quarters disallowed the Munsni, so that 0. has to pay his 
salary as well as that of the Khal4sis out of his own pocket The 
men have not yet got their anns, and the pay abstracts of February 
are not yet passed, and altogether in point of pay, and especially of 
pecuniary liabilities, 0. is in a worse position now than he was at 

* Long Afterwards^ in consequence of vehement rcprescntAtioiig^ KbA* 
laels were at length allowed. 
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Feshawur in 1840, besideB havmg far more fiMaguing and harawn ng 
duty." 

Haaan Eb&n, viho constantly comes to talk or consult with C. to 
the great trial of his equanimity, for he sits for hours when my hus- 
band is overpowered with public business, told him the other day 
how anxious he was to be rejoined by his wives who are in Afffbin- 
istan, by one of them in particular. He said she was of noble birth, 
and her wisdom and prudence something extraordinary. He said 
he kept his wives very retired, and never allowed them to pay visits. 
The pretty one, who came the other day, is the daughter d a man 
whom he does not consider his equal in any way, and whom he does 
not respect, and during the four years she has been married, he has 
never suffered her to visit her father. She and his other wife were, 
therefore, very much astonished when he told them they were to 
pay a visit to me ; but then added he to C^ ^ You are }ike my bro- 
ther, or my other self." C. showed him the passage in Titus, wl^ero 
women are exhorted to be keepers at home, and the Munshi read it 
to them. He came again the other evening, and said he was going 
to Simla to pay a visit to the Lord Sahib. He asked for letters to 
Colonel Garden and others, and said he thought U probable he 
should be requested to raise a thousand horse in the district of 
Peshawur ; but added, ^ they won't obey me, I must have some 
European gentlemen, or otherwise all these A%h&ns will be at sixes 
and sevens. Now I shall tell them that I won't serve under any- 
body but you." C. advised him not to say anything of the sort 

He came yesterday the 16th to take leave. Qe wore boots, i^d 
a ti^ht Qtting embroidered " chapkan" (cpat) with pistols and sword. 
As ne sprang into the saddle and dashed away, his Munahi ^d 
attendants checked their horees to shake my husoand's haQ4. ^e 
Munshi had a round shield slung at his back. One of the Qtl^Leir 
horsemen had a long scarlet spear, and there were one or two fleet 
men on foot, and as they went off at full speed, there waft such a 
pawing and prancing, such curvetting, canceling, bounding, and 
behddering of hordes and ^len, as ypu never behdd. They teach 
their horses to rear and prance for effect, and very good the effect 
is in a picturesque point of view. My husband was advising Ha^an 
"Kh&n to lay by spme of hjs pension. " Oh," answered he, " it would 
be a shame for me not to spend all the money I have." This 
exactly expresses the usual Eastern idea. 

Thureday, April 16th. — ^We went to Miss Eckford's wedding, 
which took place at ten o'clock, a.m. The heat was extreme. j3i 
the gentlemen were as usual in full uniform, and nobody wept, 
whi^ was a ^eat Qpi^fort I walk in tjhe garden every inoniing 

7 
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before sunrise, and most delightful it is, the air is so pure and fresh. 
The garden is on a slope, and consists of four wide parallel walks 
intersected by as many narrower ones, each path being bordered on 
both sides by channels for water, and by trees and bushes of roses, 
pomegranates, hollyhocks, d^c The intermediate squares (the gau- 
ges) being occupied by crops of vegetables, barley, and other things; 
this is the season in which roses are in the greatest profusion, and 
we get a beautiful bouquet daily. The pomegranate-trees are lovely 
with their gorgeous blossoms, and the scent of the double jessamine 
is quite overpowering. I do not know if this jessamine exists in 
Ei^land. 

Do you remember that we used as children to amuse ourselves by 
sticking the &llen blossoms of the jessamine into those which were 
growing on the bush f This same freak has been performed by 
nature m the flower I speak of^ and you can pull the inner one out; 
each has seven or eight petals. I often have a light vricker chair 
earned into the garden and enjoy reading. It m^es me think of 
that verse — 

"Oh, Godt how good, bdvond eomparel 
If thus thy m6AU6r wofkb ar6 fair, 
If thus thy beauties gild the span 
Of minea earth and guilty man. 
How glorious must those mansions be 
When thy redeemed shall dwell with thee I" 

Innumerable passages of Scripture derive fresh force in this coun- 
try; for instance, in reading tne first Psalm the other morning, 
'' He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of waters, &c."^ on 
raising my eyes I beheld every tree in the garden planted by a 
water-course, without which, in this burning clime, it would not 
bring forth its fruit in due season, but its leaf would wither ; and I 
felt how forcible an emblem it was of the absolute necessity of never- 
feiling supplies of the water of life, for the spiritual life and fruitfiil- 
ness of the plants of the Lord's vineyard. 

The other day, I saw for the first time the Eastern mode of 
watering a garden. The well is at some distance at the top of a 
little rise; a bullock skin is drawn up by a pair of little oxen, who 
run down a short slope with much glee and thus raise the water ; 
they are then loosened from the rope and walk up the hill again, 
while the water is poured into a channel from whence it flows 
down to the garden, and runs from one little sloping channel to 
another ; the m41i or gardener carefully removing all obstructions 
from its path. It makes one understand the expression, '*He 
watereth it with his foot ;" for with the foot you easily open a pas- 
sage through the little ridges of earth, or bar the progress of the 
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tiny stream. So ought we to remove obstacles — our besetting 
sins, our worldly pleasures which hinder the free course of Divine 
grace in our souls. 

I was much amused yesterday in Thatching the patient, quiet 
camels I was sketching. All creatures in India appear to me 
much better sitters than at home, and have a much greater faculty 
of keeping still ; cows, camels and horses will remain some 
minutes in the same attitude without moving an inch, so do the 
people : the very birds sit tranquilly and meditate on their spray. 
A state of violent action and excitement, and one of perfect repose, 
seem the two alternatives under which men and animals naturally 
exist in the land of the sun. 

Our young Arab Moti is the most quiet, sleepy, lazy creature 
possible, as almost all Arabs are when not roused. He is as 
gentle as a lamb, and lets me stroke his eyes and pull his ears and 
coax him as much as I like. I have divers pets : a pretty little tiny 
red calf which I feed every morning; it nibbles my fingers and 
licks my hand with its rough tongue, and then makes a demon- 
stration as if it would toss 0. Then there are two handsome Pan- 
jft,bi black goats, very large, nearly as high as the calf, with long 
hanging ears, who come for a bit of bread every evening, and the 
pretty Rttle kid of one of them. The ears are white, and the rest 
of the creature perfectly black, and like the softest velvet They 
brought me a new-bom kid this afternoon, whose ears I measurea ; 
they were fully twelve inches long, and will be eighteen in all pro- 
bability when it is full grown* One of my goats is of a peculiar 
breed, and has what they call bands, — two pendants, like Small 
ears, from its throat • • 

I have also a dumb&, or Afjzh&n sheep, that was brought on a 
charpai, carried by men, all the way from FirozpOr. Its tail is 
more than a foot wide, and consists entirely of fat, which is con- 
sidered a fi;reat delicacy. It is a verv handsome white ram that 
eats out or my hand, and follows me into the house. 

It is becoming warmer daily. Our phankahs are put up, and 
. we have one pulled while we are at dinner ; we must soon have it 
all day. The poor people in Calcutta had the thermometer at 96^ 
under a phankah more than a month ago ; and at Allahabad Mr. 
W. wrote us a fortnight since he was sitting without his coat, 
although his phankah was going. Citrons, which were hanging 
ripe on the trees at Ben&res on the 1st of February, are still quite 
small and green here, and peas are not yet entirely over. We 
have some fields close to the garden, but the country generally is 
most barren. 

0. drove me the other evening into the country, and congratu- 



lated himself on the excellonoe of the roacl> which, after all, was 
such a hreak-neck one, that otq* old Swiss coachman would have 
pronounced it only fit to go bird-nesting. The country was just a 
waste of sand, like driving through a desert We met many peo- 
ple returning from their laboi9r,-^many of the women with great 
loads of straw on their heads ; some of them tall and hand^me, 
and all of them with an excellent carriage and free step, their 
dress quite classical. 

Hasan Ehdn has left C. ip charge of his household. On the first 
of the month he is to get his private siniet, draw his pay, and supply 
money to his people. It makes o^e's heart ache to think that such 
a man as Hasan Khdn should be a Muhamipadau* I was interrupted 
by a dustrstorm which mf^Q it yearly dark and so hot that J fell 
asleep ; and so overpowered was Mr. L, that after tea he lay dowi^ 
on the floor and went to sleep too. I must tell you a story, which 
was quoted from Baron Amim in a number of the ""Bntidi and 
Foreign Quarterly Review," and which I thought pf the whple time 
t was drawing the camels yesterday. 

In order to illustrate the characteristic modes pf aotmg of the 
Bnglish, iPrench, and Germans, Baron A. said, that one of each nation 
was required to draw a camel : the Frenchman went to the Jardin 
des ]pWtes, and the neipt day brought you a clever, though not very 
accurate ^etch of a camd ; the Englishman takes his passage by 
the next steamer for E^;ypt, and there studies camels thoroughly, and 
makes drawings from nature in evQTy possible attitude, for a year pr 
so, at the end of which time he presents you with a painting so 

Perfectly true to uature, that it is the camel itsejf ; the German shuts 
imself up in his chamber, in order to educe the idea of the camd 
out of the depths of his moral consciousness. By the last accoimts 
he was still at it. Is not this an admirable little tale f In the sa^i^e 
review, a Frenchman gravely asserts, that the reason why so lew 
railw^ accidents occur in Germany is pn account of the ^ JSipriU 
epais " of the people ! 

The other mominj^ I saw two officers shooting quails, the place 
of dogs being suppfied by beaters, who take up tbeir position ten 
paces from each other ana then close in, thus putting up the birds ; 
they had also hawks with them. I saw Ihem throw a dead quail 
into the air, and the hawk caught it before it fell ; but it is a cruel 
sport, I think, to let loose one creature upon another ; and morepver, 
the beaters greatly injure the cpm-fields, and the poor people are 
generally afraid to coraplaiu. 

It is impossible to describe the corruption pf some of the courts 
in this coimtry. The munshi's chapr^sis or messengers, and other 
offipials about a Eurppean judg^ agent or magistrate, extort bribes 
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m>ih all who have causey flometimes under pretence of Speaking to 
the 8&hib, Aomctimcs under pretext that the bribe Ib for the S4hib 
liitnuolf. If none, or not sufncient) is given them, they prevent the 
proper witnesses from being called, keep them out of the way, knd 
with Unimaginable dexterity defeat the ends of justice. A man will 
give himself the airs of being high in fiivour and having great influ- 
ence with his mastei', simply from the &ct of being i^bnitted into 
his writing-room, and will pretend he has pleaded the cause of a 
toitoi', wheii he would tot dare to open his lips on the subject (>f 
course an indolent man in office is the cause of unspeakable injustice. 

It is, i believe, almost ihinossible to find a native who is either 
triithfrd or bure-minded. How can they be so with thei^ impurd 
creeds f You know the tendencies of Muhammadanism, but yoti 
kte not aware of the Unspeakable abominations of HinduisiU, which 
are intertwined with all their religious rites. The '* Philosophy of 
the Plan of Salvation ^ shows that man can neve)f be bettet than that 
which hid worships, aUd if so, how thoroughly must the Uative mind 
be polluted by a faith which, I suppose, surpasses all others in de^ 
pravity ! On this account it is ruin to a child to be kept tn thk 
coUntiy, uhless the mother can have it always with her, knd jret, 
knowing this, half the parents in India commit the sole chat^ of 
their children, even girls, to native bearers. The bearers are, now- 
evei*, ft shade better man the women. 1 could not repeat the dread- 
ful storied I have heard of the early depravity and knowledge of 
wickedness acquired by children from theii* Ayahs, even under Vigi- 
lant superintendence. I think it a plain duty tot erery one Who caU 
&y anp meane afford it to have a European nurse for their ^d^n 
tA soon ad they begin to speak ; and the next best thing is an A%haii 
bearer, who will keep tlie child in order and not spoil it by exceBidv|d 
liervility. 

On returning from a drive we found the Niz&ln-u-DoWlah here lu 
fhe.midst of hid prayers. He and two of his people Werd kneeling 
facing the west, each on his praying cftrpet, one behind the bther, 
the Nizllm being the fugleman. They took not the smallest Uotice 
of us or of anting else until they had finished. By-the-by, did 
you see that letter in the tecord, showing that praying to the East 
IS an old Pagan custom, mentioned by Victonus on his fUles for 
building heathen temples, that half of the sky being considered pro- 
pitious aUd the other unlucky. The Ni2dm-u-Dowlah belongs to 
one of the most aristocratic oranches of the Clan Popalzye. Bis 
father and grand&ther were both Wazird $ one of his sisterd m&t- 
ried Shah £m&n, and another Shah Shujah. The latter, who wad 
Called the Wafi& Begum (the sincere or honourable lady ot princess). 
Was his principal wife, und distinguished herself by her fortitudei 
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wisdom, and spirit, during her husband's captivity in the hands of 
Ranjit Singh. She was Shah Shujah's very soul ; the Niz4m spoko 
most warmly of her, and then added, "We were of one milk," 
meaning children of the same mother. 

A few evenings after he brought his nephew, the Shahzadeh S61- 
tdn Husein, son of Shah Zemdn, to see if my husband could procure 
a more equitable division of the pension allowed by Government to 
the fJEunily of the late Shah. The pension is only 2000 rupees a 
month ; and of this, the ladies take halfl The Prmce very naively 
said, " I have no objection that women should have food, and all 
that is necessary, but it is not right that they should take half, and 
leave hardly anything for eight sons, bearded men.** It is curious 
that all these A%h&ns, many of them like the Shahzadeh, per- 
sonally unknown to my husband, should come to him for advice 
and assistance. The Fmce was most simply dressed, with a plain 
white turban, his manner was shy, with a shade of awkwardnefls^ 
and it is no wonder, if a son of the sovereign who shook our 
Indian Empire to its basis, should feel awkward in so strangely 
altered a position. 

The difference between the Afgh&ns and Sikhs in manner and 
appearance is very marked. All the Afghans of any rank that I 
have seen are perfect gentlemen, in manner very courteous, but 
with none of the exuberant ceremoniousness and obsequiousness of 
the Hindu. The Nizam-u-Dowlah is one of the most dignified men 
I ever saw ; the Sikhs, on the other hand, are rough, rude, unpo* 
lished, noisy soldiers, with loud voices. 

A Sikh Colonel, Gajit Sing by name, called here the other day. 
Both he and his cousin were fine-looking men, but with much less 
high caste features than the A%h&ns. They were both dressed in 
gigot-fashioned white trousers, white muslin jacket, and the Colonel 
E^ a pair of gold bangles on his wrist 

Almost all Sikhs, Afghans, and Hindus, have very delicate hands 
and feet in comparison to European ones. 

The I s left us for the mils yesterday. Our baggage has at 

last arrived, which is a great comfort 

It is now hot enough to use the phankah all day. Do you 
know what a phankah is 9 It is a wooden frame about three feet 
deep, covered with cloth, with a double flounce of calico at the bot- 
tom. It is slung from the ceiling as low as can be done without 
knocking any one's head as he passes under it, and is pulled to and 
fro by a rope which generally passes through a hole into the veran* 
dah, where the bearer sits. It makes the room pleasantly cool. 
We have also Tattia, which are semicircular screens of thatch, made 
of sweetrscented grass, called Kas, and fitting the doorway on which* 
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ever side the wind blows. This Taiti is sprinkled incessantly with 
water, and the hotter the wind, of course the more rapid the evapor 
ration, and tlio cooler the house. 

Wo have had rain lately, which has made the mornings and 
evenings delightful. The house is kept closely shut firom seven or 
eight oclock m the morning till seven m the evening ; but although 
the outer air is like that of an oven, I do not feel it at all too warm 
in the house, thanks to these admirable contrivances. 

Dr. H. of Tait's Irregular Horse has just paid us a visit He 
told us, as so many others have done, that there never was such 
confusion as at Firozshahar. The battle began about half-past 
three P.M., consequently it soon became dark ; there was no moon, 
and the only light was from the Sikh camp, which was on fire, and 
their magazines, which ever and anon blew up. He said there was 
no reason for attacking that iii^t, as there was not the smallest 
chance of their running away. The Governor-General was seeking 
the Commander-in-Chie^ the Commander-in-Chief the Governor- 
General; nobody could be found, and the conflict and confusion 
went on until near daybreak. 

It was Dr. H. who, on the momins of the 23rd, recognized poor 
Major Broadfoot's body. It was lying just within the entrench* 
ments, in no way mutilated, with the face perfectly calm and placid, 
and he it is who has lately caused the spot to be marked by a pave- 
ment of bricks with his name, otherwise it would soon have been 
obliterated. Colonel Ashburtham was anxious to mark the grave 
of Major Somerset in a similar manner, and three graves had to be 
opened before it could be ascertained which was the right one. The 
doctor told me that before the battle of Miidki, the Sikhs declared 
they would not stop at Dehli, but would march straight on to Lon- 
don. AfUr it, they were not quite so confident. 

He said, that in spite of Lord Gough's want of generalship, there 
was a great charm in him : his fine person, sweet expression, frank, 
kind manner, sincerity of heart, are very winning. His example 
did very much for our success. He was always in the thickest of 
the fight, ahead of every one, waving his cap and cheering on his 
men. Tlie soldiers at Firozshahar were so much exhausted, that 
Dr. H. himself saw an officer ride up to a scattered party of Euro- 
peans, and exhort them to come on. Their answer was, *' It's of no 
use, it is not in us, sir. We are done up." Many of the 62nd 
were fnintinff before they came under fire, having been marching 
&om seven m the morning till three p.m., when they came into 
action. 

A regimental Ehdlasi, whose vocation it is to be trustworthy, 
stole ei^t rupees from the doctor, whereupon all the other Eh&la- 
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^ea went in a body to tlie doctor, to say they liO{>e(i hia wotild be 
punished, for hid had brought disgrace upon their name. Strange 
to say, there are whole classes of men in India whose vocation it is 
to be honest, or rather, perhaps, trustworthy. 

The Mahdjans or native Bankers often send a common Beieu^ 
from the Baz&r some hundred miles with a bag of gold, and unless 
the Bearer dies of fever or is murdered, the money is as safe as if 
under charge of a regiment So it is with Elialasis, and my hua- 
biahd tells me he would entrust uncounted money to any amount to 
any Sepsis from the Line whom he has in his regiment, and feel 
qmte at ease regarding its safety, just as you would to a Highland 
Ciidie ill Edinburgh; exceptions are wonderfully rare. They are 
|>loughing part of the garden, and mana^ the matter very simply. 
A plalik is first tacked on to two bullocks, a boy stands on it as 
they drag it along, and this is sufficient to make this light sandy 
soil quite smooth. The bullocks are then fastened to the plough, 
made of two pieces of wood nearly at right angles with each other, 
kud caused to describe an oblong, inside which they patiently pro- 
ceed, diminishing it every turn like a coil of rope, thus makmg no 
regular furrows, but turning up the whole gix>una. 
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May 4th.— On Saturday one of Hasan Kli&n*A t)oople camo to 
tell us the youngest Bibi had been vei^ ill the last three dltyd, 
and had sent to the Bazdr for some medicines, which of course had 
done her no good ; I promised to see her in Ui^ evening, and Mrs. 
Rudolph agreed to accompany me. We drove in Itt ft naitow gate^ 
way, got two ot three Vehetnent jolts in enterihg the Court yard, 
and stopped before a one-storied house with hiud walls and no win^^ 
doWs. Mrs. Rudolph and I were ushered in, and found ourselves 
in a good-4sized room with bate rafters and painted wtills full of 
little arched tecesses, bbout four feet from the ground, which served 
for shelves and cupboards. A mattrass, covered with a sheet, lay 
on the floor, and on it the poor little wife who had paid ine a visit \ 
she was verv ill, her face drawn and pinched, unable to move with^ 
out pain ; she Was drebsed in a yexv wide pair of iscarlet trousers 
and a short transparent little shirt of fibred net, with wide sleeves ^ 
her black hair hanging down behind m one plait ; a dirty elderly 
woman, with thick cotton veil, which may once have been white, 
and dark trousers, tight half way up to the knee and full above, 
was sitting by her and coaxing her. I took her fot a servant, but 
found she was her mother ; two stout dirty boys of nine or ten 
years old, and several servant gitls, one of them a very pretty 
young thing, were letting aroimd on the floor. The other wife, 
Bibi JL conducted ind to an arm^^hait in the middle of the room, 

7» 
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close to a little phankah, but as I could see nothing of my patient 
at that distance, I speedily sat down on the floor by her side ; they 
then brought me pillows and bolsters to lean upon. I gave her 
some medicine, and ill as she was she could not forbear taking an- 
other look at my petticoat, which is a source of great wonder to 
them from being corded. Bibi Ji brought us some tea made with 
cinnamon, which we both agreed was much nicer than when made 
our £ishion. The tea leaves and cinnamon are put into cold water 
and placed on the fire to boil very slowly ; it is taken off directly 
it begins to boil, and boiled milk and sugar added. 

The room was painted with flowers on a white ground, a sort of 
imitation of Florentine mosaic ; it has three doors opening into the 
inner court where the women sleep in the opgi air, cook, (fee., and 
on the opposite side as many leading to the outer court, which, when 
the women occupy this room, are kept closed, with thick wadded 
curtains of yellow cotton, boidered with red, over them. As, how- 
ever, the doors are very rudely made of planks, they have many 
chinks most conveni^t for the women to peep and listen through. 
At the head of the bed stood a rude lamp, a kind of vase, with 
four wicks, lying in oil, which require to be constantly trimmed ; it 
stood on an old deal box to make it higher, and when I asked for 
water it was brought by the Peah lUiidmat, who seems to manage 
everything in his master's absence ; he came only to the door, but 
be must have seen in every well. 

Sunday morning, by ^vq o'clock, a message was sent that the 
poor Bibi was worse. Mrs. Rudolph and I went again, and tried 
some remedies with apparently no good result ; Mrs. Rudolph was 
obliged to go home, but before doing so she asked the poor sick 
girl how she expected to be saved, and on her making no answer, 
told her she ought to pray to Qod to enlighten her heart by His 
Holy Spirit, and then gave her a short sketch of the way of salva- 
tion by Christ Leila Bib! kept her eyes shut with a kind of stiff- 
necked expression, and Mrs. Rudolph afterwards told me she always 
found that it was a very unwelcome subject, for they are sensible 
of having no sure ground of salvation, and do not like to think of 
it How often is this the case with nominal Christians 9 Like the 
ostrich hiding her head in the sand, they hope to escape danger by 
escaping the sight of it 

When, however, Mrs. Rudolph returned with me in the evening 
Leila Bibi's manner to her was very cordial. I stayed with her untu 
half-past one P.M., leaving her better, although her strength was 
greatly prostrated. The Bibis brought me all sorts of eatables ; they 
made me lie down on quilts in the middle of the floor, and pulled 
the phankah over me, and in the evening they made a kh&na or 
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dinner for us of pillau, and an excellent dish called Phimi, ground 
rice boiled in raifk till it is of the consistency of arrowroot 

Every day since, I have been to see ray poor patient morning and 
evening, sometimes staying with her two or three hours. She has 
had very restless nights, and has eaten nothing the last six days, 
Mrs. Rudolph goes with me as often as she can, generally early in 
the morning. 

Yesterday (Tuesday) she read the 53rd of Isaiah, and some of 
John in Hindustani, (which Leila, having been brought up at Lood- 
iana, understands perfectly), and spoke of the sinfulness of our hearts^ 
and of the only way of salvation. Leila Bibi said nothing, but one 
of the others listened most attentively. The mother and Bibi Ji 
walked about entirely unconcerned. When Mrs. Rudolph is not 
with me Jacob or my husband comes to interpret ; Jacob stands at 
the door, and the old mother speaks to him openly, but I observe 
they are much more particular with 0. He modesUy stands on one 
side of the door and the female speaker on the other, so that^ 
although they make up for it by peeping after him, he cannot see 
them. The Peshkhidmat always stands by, and all the yoimger 
members of the &mily paste themselves against the walls so as not 
to be seen. One or two are pretty intelligent girls, and they all 
receive me most afibcUonatoly. 

It is pleasant to see how harmoniousl;^ they seem to live toge- 
ther, eadi vyeing with the other in attending on the invalid. Bibi 
Ji is a heavy figure, and not very ** quick at the uptaL" By-the- 
Iby, I remarked that Leila Bibi's little sark is sewn at the throatj so 
it is evidently not taken off every day. Their persons and hair 
seem clean, but their clothes are worn until they are almost worthy 
of a Romish saint The men of any rank are much more particu- 
lar. They use only one sheet on their beds, and none over tnem, as 
they sleep in their day clothes ; they seem very decorous in unco- 
venng themselves before others : this was shown in many ways by 
the poor invalid when we were putting hot flannels on her, &c. 

Now that Leila Bibi is gettmg better, they all show me every 
mark of kindness and gratitude, squeezing my hands, patting and 
stroking me ; and, last night, two of them snampooed me. Leila 
Bibi makes signs for me to sit on her bed dose to ner, and then puts 
her arm round me, and her dumb thanks, putting my hand to her 
forehead, and her eyes are very pretty. There seems little practical 
distinction of rank between the mistresses of the family and the ser- 
vants, except that the former have a few gold ornaments, and wear 
yery wide trousers and transparent jackets, with purple net veils 
thrown over the left shoulder and reaching to the ground behind ; 
while ihe*latter have blue cotton shirts, cotton yeils and ludicrous 
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trousers, tight nearly to the knee and fiill above. One or two liave 
|i petticoat instead. They have their hair hanging down in braids 
benind, and one long curl on each side of the temple. Bibi Ji has 
silver bangles on her feet An old &t servant sometimes comes in 
dressed literally in sackcloth. Bibi Ji brings everything eatable 
With her own hands, fetches water for the medicines, <fec. Several 
that I at first took for attendants turn out to be friends, for it is the 
custom, in case of sickness, for some of the friends of the invalid to 
go and stay in the house, rendering all needful aid till amendment 
takes place, and a good custom it is. In England, we can so easily 
buy service, that we have forgotten the privilege of rendering it 

Last evening the invalid was much better and quite cheeHul. 
One of the maids, a merrv looking girl, hearing I was not quite 
iirell, took the Homoeopathic Book and ptetended to read in it to 
find out my case. The other day they asked me to read to them, 
having a great admiration for an art, which none of them possess. 
I read a small piece of Laurie, and then a passage ftpm a German 
Homoeopathic Book. The latter they pronounced ^ sakht," or hard. 
As 0. was to receive Hasan Eh&n's pension for him, two receipts 
in Persian were prepared and brought to Leila Bibi to be stamped 
Vith her husband's private seal. She is evidently the favourite 
wife. A red little box was placed on her bed, with one hinge off ; 
she unlocked it, (such a wretched padlock !) with a little key which 
hung on the sash of her trousers. The seal was rubbed With Indian 
ink, and the maid tried to make an impression and produced a 
'great black blot I tried with no better succe^ so the seal was 
confided to me, that the S4hib might make the impression himselt 
The Pesh Ehidmat followed me home with two fresh receipts, but 
neither he nor the ^ S&hib" could succeed ; so they were obliged 
to hlEive two others made out and bring the Munshi, who sealed 
thetn ph)perly in a moment by puttincr on very little ink, and not 
letting any go into the hollows of the seal. Tliis is the way all 
letters a^e aumenticated ; they are written by a Munshi and stamped 
With the seal of the person sending them, which seal boars his 
taame and often his title. This, of course, opens a wide field for 
forgeries, especially as it is easy to wash out either the writing or 
^e signature, and substitute others, both being in Indian ink on 
thick and very flossy paper. 

Hasan Kh4n bas a pnvate store-room hung round with arms ; 
^amoug them I saw a shield, a cavalry sword, and the blunderbuss 
0. gave him. Some large chests, I suppose, contain clothes and 
'resais, but Orientals seem to have no sense of order. The family 
possess only pewter spoons, and one or more very blunt clasp 
joiiveB, and a red ana white German glass. In order to return 
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fiaftftn K}i4n^8 present, I sacrificed my amethyst ()racelet8 and gave 
one to each Bib!. The little sick one's face lighted up with plea- 
sure, and I really think it did her ffood. 

Wednesday, May 6th. — Yesterday year we left Dresden. It 
seems three years to us, so much has been crowded into it When 
t went last evening to see Leila Bibi, I found a whole family of 
strangers there. She, who seemed to be the principal person, was 
one of the most lovely creatures I ever saw : eyes, nose, mouth 
and teeth were beautiful, with a Veiy fair skin like an Italian, per- 
fect eyebrows, and eyelashes such as they almost all have, like Ik 
thick silk frinffo. She was very becomingly dressed in snow-white 
pajdmahs ana veil, and a purple net shirt. This morning the Pesh 
Khidmat, as usual, brought a lamentable account, but I found my 
patient no worse. I to^ a cup of sago with me, and gave her a 
few spoonfuls, as t was afraid of her remaining any longer without 
nourishment) and I dared not tell them to feed her, lest they should 
force her to eat, which they were much inclined to do. She called 
me her '' bahin" or sister. I made Jacob ask a growu up brother 
of Leila Bibi's to bring his mother to our house, saying I wished 
to en>lain somethinff to her about her daughter's illness, which I 
could not do throu^ any one except my nusband. " Oh,** said 
the brother very naively, *^ I'll come instead ; I have just arrived 
at Loodiana, and t want to know all about my sister's Ulness." It 
ended by arranging that both were to' come. Yoii may be sure 
that I pray earnesdy for guidance whenever I prescribe foi^ my 
patient or ^ve her anythmg, and, as G. suggested that it would 
be well to do so openly, I told them, as well as I could, thftt Ood 
only could make her well, and then knelt down and prayed silently 
for a few minutes before giving her the medicine. I thought it 
the only way I could take to give Him the glory of her rec6- 
very. 

A very strange thing has happened to the son of Mrs. Rudolph^s 
Ayah. The boy, who is I believe twelve or fourteen years of age, 
returned from the Baz&r the other day howling and crying in a 
fearful mannen Mr. Rudolph went to see him; he was ^sitting 
with his knees up to his dun, crying out that a spirit was within 
him, and MJr, Rudolph said he never saw anything more frightful, 
or more exactly like the ^iccount of those possessed by evil 
spirits which the Scriptures give us. The people here isdl believe 
that in these cases, which are comtnon, the person m jpossessed, and 
accordingly they have been keeping a light Duming before the boy, 
and makbtig ofierings of flowers to the evil spirit within him. Mr. 
Rudolph's opinion is exactly the same as my nusband's, vi^., that in 
Heathen counties sudi as this, Satan still exercises a power Which 
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we know was formerly allowed him, of which he is now in a gres^i 
measure deprived in Christiaii lands. 

May 7th. — ^The brother came by himself after all ; and 0. told 
me, showed both delicacy and feeling in speaking of his sister's 
illness. He feeds her tenderly with his own hands. She got better 
the next two days, and on Saturday evening we found them aU 
quite joyful, as diey had heard from Hasan Kh4n, that he had 
been extremely well received by the Lord Sdhib, who had given 
him very handsome presents, and promised him three medals, one for 
A%h&nistan, one for Qwdlior, and one for the battles last year. 

The next morning, Sunday, to my great amazement, as I drove 
into the court Hasan Kh&n himself appeared ; he must have ridden 
day and night from Simla directly he heard of his wife's illness. 
He led me m, she seemed better ; but shortly spasms came on and 
she suffered greatly. This obliged me to stay with her till half-past 
ten, by which time sepia had relieved the violence of the pain. 
You may imagine I watched Hasan Eh4n very closely to see now 
Muhammadan husbands behave. He was most attentive to his 
poor wife, raising her up, giving her water every few minutes, and 
nolding her head. He was dressed exactly as the women are, t . e. 
with very frill trousers, muslin short shirt and skull-cap. Like all 
the Afghans, he rushes about in the most energetic manner ; and 
then, when his vrife was a little easier, sat down and gossipped 
with the other women most sociably. He is well obeyed ; he told 
his little child to go to me, and it came instantly, for Uie first time. 
He seems very fond of her. He gave his little vrife some saco, and 
though she made wry faces he caused her to take the whole, just 
as if she had been an infant He is particularly pleased with a 
telescope which Lord Gough gave him. The Jungi-Lord (or war 
lord, as they call him) went to get the fflass hims^:^ and said, ^* I 
have used this five and twenty years, and I give it to you because 
you are an old and brave soldier." 

May 14th. — ^I have been to see my patient every day. Her brother 
is still there but comes no more withm the Zenana. It is droll to 
see Hasan Eh&n feel his wife's pulse. He does it with a face of 
such preternatural gravity, as plainly shows he thinks it incumbent 
on him to make up for perfect ignorance by wise looks. He is very 
much grieved at 0. not being well, and has been here five or six 
times to see him. He told my husband Uiat they had held a con- 
sultation regarding my " science," whereby I read in a book and fi;ave 
medicine, and they agreed they were all cows compared to me T 

He sent us a break&st the other day, and then came to see us cat 
it It consisted of a lamb roasted whole, just as it is described in 
Exodus xii 0, a huge pile of rice, and some minor dishes. After 
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breakfiist we showed him some electro plate, and 0. endeavoured to 
explain the electric telegraph and the railway. The tel^;raph he 
found it very hard to cr^it ; I am sure if any one else had told him 
of it ho would not have believed a syllable. 

We gave him two electro-plated curry dishes, with which he was 
greatly pleased. Hasan Eh4n was charmed with the blotting book 
Miss tf. embroidered for me, and seemed as if he could not examine 
it enough. All the natives are curious in embroidery. The Afghans, 
also, seem fond of pictures, and understand at once what they mean — 
the Bindus never do ; but if they see a lion drawn on a very small 
scale, probably take it for an insect Hasan Eh&n greatly admired 
a litde print in Anderson's ** Maehrchen," of a hare running over the 
snow. 

My husband tells me that the Hindus have no eye for beauty, 
whereas the A%hans have a very quick perception of it, and admire 
Europeans excc^indy ; it is the same with our melodies, with which 
the A%hans are dehghted, but the Hindus prefer tomtoms to Mozart 

I do not perceive me Jewish caste of countenance so strongly as 
I expected ; on the contrary, I should sav there was no characteristic 
difference between Europeans and A%hans, save the darker com- 
plexion of most of the latter. 

Yesterday I sent a buggy and remiested Leila's mother to come 
to me, as I wished to specS: to her. It soon returned covered all over 
with a white cloth, out of which, after the Sais had been sent away, 
the Pesh Khidmat extracted the mother and little Padimah Begum, 
Leila, and Bibi Ji, who had all crammed themselves into the buggy. 
Hasan Eh&n soon after arrived, and when 0. reproved him for letting 
his little wife come out in the heat, he said, ^ What could I do ! 
She would come." 

I made her lie down, and afterwards showed them my Camera 
Oscura, arranging it so that they could see eveiything in the outer 
room without bemg seen themselves. Hasan Kh&n was as much 
delighted with it as any of them. He made Leila Bibi sit by him, 
and showed it to her. They had the satisfEu^tion of seeing my hus- 
band in this fashion. 

He takes very little notice of Bibi Ji, who, though a most good- 
natured creature, looked extremelv discomposed. He had been aU 
the time either looking through tne Camera 'himself or showing it 
to Leila Bibi ; so to comfort the other, I showed her my store room 
and my saddle. I then showed them our dressing-rooms, one of my 
patent'trunks, and divers other things that were new and strange to 
them ; they particularly admired a black tulle dress, and above all 
a looking-glass, into which they all looked and smiled at themselves, 
and arranged their veils with great satisfaction. 
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we know was formerly allowed him, of whicli be is now in a gtes^i 
measure deprived in Christiaii lands. 

May 7th. — ^The brother came by himself after all ; and 0. told 
me, showed both delicacy and feeling in speaking of his sister's 
illness. He feeds her tenderly with his own hands. She got better 
the next two days, and on Saturday evening we found them aU 
quite joyful, as they had heard from Hasan Kh4n, that he had 
been extremely well received by the Lord Sdhib, who had given 
him very handsome presents, and promised him three medals, one for 
A%h&nistan, one for Qwdlior, and one for the battles last year. 

The next morning, Sunday, to my great amazement, as I drove 
into the court Hasan Kh4n himself appeared ; he must have ridden 
day and night from Simla directly he heard of his wife's illness. 
He led me m, she seemed better ; but shortly spasms came on and 
she suffered greatly. This obliged me to stay with her till half-past 
ten, by which time sepia had relieved the violence of the pain. 
You may imagine I watched Hasan Eh4n very closely to see how 
Muhammadan husbands behave. He was most attentive to his 

ar wife, raising her up, giving her water every few minutes, and 
ling her head. He was dressed exactly as the women are, t . e. 
with very full trousers, muslin short shirt and skull-cap. like all 
the Afgh&ns, he rushes about in the most energetic manner ; and 
then, when his vrife was a little easier, sat down and gossipped 
with the other women most sociably. He is well obeyed ; he told 
his little child to go to me, and it came instantly, for Uie first time. 
He seems very fond of her. He gave his little wife some saco, and 
though she made wry faces he caused her to take the whole, just 
as if she had been an infant He is particularly pleased with a 
telescope which Lord Gough gave him. The Jun^-Lord (or war 
lord, as they call him) went to get the fflass himsdi^ and said, ^ I 
have used this five and twenty years, and I g^ve it to you because 
you are an old and brave soldier." 

May 14th. — ^I have been to see my patient every day. Her brother 
is still there but comes no more withm the Zen4na. It is droll to 
see Hasan "Kh&n feel his wife's pulse. He does it with a face of 
such preternatural gravity, as plainly shows he thinks it incumbent 
on him to make up for perfect ignorance by wise looks. He is very 
much grieved at C. not being well, and has been here ^ve or six 
times to see him. Ho told my husband that they had held a con- 
sultation regarding my " science," whereby I read in a book and fi;ave 
medicine, and they agreed they were all cows compared to me T 

He sent us a breakfast the other day, and then came to see us cat 
it It consisted of a lamb roasted whole, just as it is described in 
Exodus xii 0, a huge pile of rice, and some minor dishes. After 
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break&st we showed him some electro plate, and 0. endeavoured to 
explain the electric telegraph and the railway. The tel^praph he 
found it Tory hard to credit ; I am sure if any one else had told him 
of it ho would not have believed a syllable. 

Wo gave him two electro-plated curry dishes, with which he was 
greatly pleased. Hasan Eh4n was charmed with the blotting book 
Miss tf . embroidered for me, and seemed as if ho could not examine 
it enough. All the natives are curious in embroidery. The Afghans, 
also, seem fond of pictures, and understand at once what they mean — 
the Bindus never do ; but if they see a lion drawn on a very small 
scale, probably take it for an insect Hasan Eh&n greatly admired 
a little print in Anderson's ^ Maehrchen," of a hare running over the 
snow. 

My husband teUs me that the Hindus have no eye for beauty, 
whereas the A%hans have a very quick perception of it, and admire 
Europeans exc^ingly ; it is the same with our melodies, with which 
the A%han8 are delighted, but the Hindus prefer tomtoms to Mozart 

I do not perceive me Jewish caste of countenance so strongly as 
I expected ; on the contrary, I should sav there was no characteristic 
difference between Europeans and Annans, save the darker com- 
plexion of most of the latter. 

Yesterday I sent a buggy and remiested Leila's mother to come 
to me, as I wished to spedc to her. It soon returned covered all over 
with a white cloth, out of which, after the Sais had been sent away, 
the Pesh Khidmat extracted the mother and little Padimah Begum, 
Leila, and Bibi Ji, who had all crammed themselves into the buggy. 
Hasan Eh&n soon after arrived, and when C. reproved him for letting 
his little wife come out in the heat, he said, " What could I do 1 
She vxmld come." 

I made her lie down, and afterwards showed them my Camera 
Oscura, arranging it so that they could see everything in the outer 
room without bemg seen themselves. Hasan Kh&n was as much 
delighted with it as any of them. He made Leila Bibi sit by him, 
and showed it to her. They had the satisfisK^tion of seeing my hus- 
band in this fashion. 

He takes very little notice of Bibi Ji, who, though a most good- 
natured creature, looked extremelv discomposed. He had been aU 
the time either looking through tne Camera 'himself or showing it 
to Leila Bibi ; so to comfort the other, I showed her my store room 
and my saddle. I then showed them our dressing-rooms, one of my 
patent'trunks, and divers other things that were new and strange U> 
them ; they particidarly admired a black tulle dress, and above all 
a looking-glass, into which they all looked and smiled at themselves, 
and arranged tlieir veils with great satisfaction. 
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A shott tintie after, I went to speak to C^ and Hasan Eh4n went 
into the bedroom where his family were. I followed, and saw 
through the door that he had marched into the dressing-room, and 
was audaciously prying in my wardrobe. He is eyery bit as full 
of curiosity as his women. While I am prescribing for his wife, ho 
examines my gloyes, bag, purse, and handkerchief; he generally 
brings me my oonnet and shawl himself and always walks by my 
buggy to his gate. He has twice daubed me with sandal wood 
oil, the scent of which can hardly be got rid of. 

He told C. that he went to Simla with his heart burning, deter- 
mined to speak out He says that he has rendered greater seryices 
to Goyemment thaii any other Afgh&n, and thinks his pension 
ought to be made equal to that of Jdo Fishin Eh&n (who has 1000 
a month), and five rupees beyond it, just to give him the pre-emi- 
nence. *' The pension I have was given me for my services in 
Afghanistan. I expended 2000 rupees in arming followers during 
these last fights, and I have sot nothing for my later services but 
medals. When the Lord Sahib gave me his hand, placed a chair 
close to himself made an oration in my praise, and gave me the 
p&n (betel nut), and perfume himself which is always done to a 
idng, all this shut my mouth, I only asked for a letter in his own 
writing stating the services I have rendered, and said thistt I wanted 
my family from Kdbul.^ 

Lord Hardingo has promised him this letter, and is going to 
write to Dost Muhammad to desire him to send down the Khan's 
family. 

So great was his indignation at getting no substantial reward for 
his recent good service, that he said he could have " torn the pre- 
sents in pieces.** Never was there a more fiery soul than dwells in 
"his lean and wiry frame, at the same time he is full of strong afiec- 
tion. He kisses his little child's hands, and pats her most tenderly. 
It is pretty to see the small thing, when he desires it to keep still, 
sit down and lay hold of one of his feet to coax. 

He told us the other day, that after the battles last year, his sister 
'' of the same milk^^ who is in Afghanistan, heard a false report 
that he was killed. She wept so much, that, to use his own words, 
^ darkness came on I" and fine is blind. 1 find that the beautiful 
creature I saw at his house some time ago, is a sister of Leila Bibi, 
married to Safder Jang, a son of Shah'.Shujah's, and so utterly vile 
a character, that Hdsan Kh&n never suffers his wife to return her 
sister's visits. He said, '* I am a respectable man, and therefore do 
not prevent the sisters seeing each other ; but I am of one of the 
first families in Afghanistan, and 1 should think m)'8olf disgraced if 
I crossed the thresliold of such a man's house." 



I airi hkppy I urn tot tm. AfghAn child. It is generally ispoilt, 
and sometimes cuffed. Bib! Ji, who tever makes her little girl do 
anything she is told, the other day ffave her two or three slaps in 
anger, and carried her off hanging hj one arm. 

The other day We had a risit from a brother of AminuUah 
Eh&n, the chief who ordered my husband to be blown ftota the 
mouth of a gun. The brothei", Siifraz Ehdn, is a most respectable-^ 
looking, gentlemanly old man, who is at the head of Pritce Sh4h- 
pur's household, ana neVei- suffers him to spend a farthing beyond 
his pitiful income of 400 rupees, t. »., forty pounds a month. He 
came to consillt my husband about a disHgreemeiit betliireen Nadir 
Shah and Teimtir Shah, two of the pritices ; and also on the best 
meand of netting ati increase to Sh&hpur^s pension — askitig his ad- 
vice whether the Gbvernor-General should be written to at once or 
not A strange po&ition of confidential intimacy for two nieh whb 
had stood in such opposite relations to Aminullah Kh&n. 

Atta Muhatutnad, who often comes here, told Us the othef day, 
that he had seen an Afghan who had beeU at Bokhara at the time 
of the murder of Stoddard and Conolly, who told him, that if ^ 
G^Ueral Pollock had informed the Amir that if the two officers 
were not given Up, he t^ould despatch a force to Bokhdra and take 
the city, uiey would have been sent in with all hoUoUk*. This is 
exactly what C. always said, tod what tsdk MaUdhem, the iBokhdt'a 
Jew, also told uii ; adding, that the people of Bokhdra iibi oUly 
ekpected us, but W6uld have welcon^ca us With joy. Thus l^ese 
two gallant men were sacrificed by Lord Ellenborough's tiinid 
policy. 

May l8th. — ^It is noW a fortnight thatmy husband has be^U wholly 
imable to attend parade, or even write a jpublic letter, ialcept by 
dictation. I akn thaUkful to say he is gettitag bettei^ ; but he grieVes 
at not being able to get to his reginient, $A without his personal 
superintendence Us tha^ei nd ^drth^t po^, aii eontMire elies hoiUmt 
terHblemefit, He h^ k very good ouaHer-inaster-l^tjeant, who is 
of more use, both on parade and in office, than Mr. G., thd adjutant| 
multiplied by four. 

A Persian horse ttl^rchant called the oth^r day. When Oui 
friend Major MacDOnald was in Persia, and so ill that he was 
thought to be dying, some of his servants deserted, and Others 
plundered him ; this man nursed him as if he had been his bf othef^ 
so we felt bound to show him as much kindness ad we could. 

I met with a strong trait of honour the other day in a poor wood 
mei^chant Jacob had bargained for some wood, and 1 thought 
had beaten the man down perhaps a little too much, so I Sent him 
about sixpence more than tne stipulated price. Hd Would not take 
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it, saying he bad agreed to the price named, and could not go back 
from his word. I intend to employ him. 

I have never told you about the lights we have. Candles are 
very dear ; those from Patna, which are excellent, are a rupee a 
pound, even on the spot. We generally burn ghi, which is boiled 
butter, as it is cheaper than cocoa-nut oil. About a quarter of a 
pound of ghi is put into a burner with water in it (shaped like a 
tumbler, with a long stalk and no foot), in which is a little tin 
thins holding two wicks made of twisted cotton. The burner is 
stuck into the candlestick instead of candle, it has a glass shade 
round it, on the top of which is a tin cover full of holes, to prevent 
the light being puffed out by the Phankah. All the furniture we 
have — and I do not think we shall need anv more — has cost us 
about two hundred rupees. This includes blinds to all the doors,, 
and what they call Jh&mps or awnings of bamboo and matting, on 
two sides of the house. We were obliged to buy the chairs by 
twos and threes as we could find them, and could not get a table 
nearer than Amballa, 100 miles off. 

I went to see Leila in the Palki yesterday evening just as a storm 
was coming on ; by the time we got there we were assailed by 
clouds of dust, and rain soon fell, l^e roof of Hasan Eh&n's st ate- 
room was in such a condition that the rain came in on us ub we 
sat You have no idea what a dust storm here, is. The hot wind 
blows with fury, and the air is so thick, that the Quartermaster 
Sergeant on his way hither y^terday morning went two or three 
miles out of his road ; a Sep4hi came to his assistance, but they lost 
each other in the dust. We have had a shower almost every ten 
days, which I believe is not usual. The rain cools the air delight- 
fidly for two or three days after. 

Hasan Eh&n speaks with great contempt of his wife's family, just 
as Rob Rov did of Glasgow bodies. EUs brother-in-law came with 
him the other day to read a letter, but though a chair was placed 
for him, he did not sit down, and retired to join the other attend- 
ants as soon as he had finished reading. 

I forgot to tell you of the ** Niel Qow" I saw some time ago. 
You wiU fancy I was charmed with sweet sounds — no such thing, 
a nil gao is literally a blue cow. They are of a bluish slate colour, 
and made more like the elk than the cow, and have that peculiar 
appearance as if the back wore weak or broken. Thoy are found 
in all the forests of India ; the male has short straight horns. 

Even after sunset the hot wind is now as scorching as if you were 
standing close to a huge kitchen fire, so you may have some faint 
idea of what it must be in the day time. The house doors and win- 
dows are never opened until dark. Hasan Eh&n chose to have him- 
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self cupped at the back of the neck the other day, under no rea- 
sonable pretext whatever. He came the next morning to see us, 
and appeared so cast down, that C. asked what was the matter. 
" Ai Minrb&ni " (O dispenser of favours), sighed he, ^ I have dreamed 
a dream." — " Well, what was the dream P ** I dreamed that I 
broke a tooth, and that is a very evil portent." My husband ex- 
pounded to him that dreams generally arose from indigestion, and 
said we have a scientific book written on dreams, which explains 
the causes of them. *' Ah 1" said he disconsolately, ^ so have we, 
and it gives the meaning of each dream, and this is a very bad 
one." 

We have been much interested in a poor artillery-man who had 
both hands blown oS some time ago, and his eyes much injured. 
ELis sight is now quite recovered, and there is much reason to hope 
that this misfortune has been the means of bringing him to G<xL 
He was always extremely well conducted. He told Captain Con- 
ran the other day that he had just been thinking what a blessing 
it was that he had lost his two hands. For a man to say this 
spontaneously, shows, I think, that he has had his eyes opened to 
see those great realities which make all earthly afflictions as dust in 
the balance. I sent him the ^ Pilgrim's Progress" and *' Bunyan's 
Life," and Captain C. told me it was interesting to see him holding 
the book open and turning the leaves with his elbows. An Afgh4n 
came who had behaved most faithfully during the disasters at 
EabCil, so we kept him all day and feasted him at night He is a 
most intelligent man, thoroughly understood the whole A&b&n 
business, and marvelled at the incomprehensible blunders of the 
English commanders. He is of the Ish&k Khail near Eand&har, 
and is the first Afgh&n I have seen who wears his hair long. He 
was well dressed, with a turban, half of his hair brought forward 
over one shoulder and half over the other nearly down to his waist, 
^ like the hair of women," Rev. ix. 8. By-the-by, I must tell you 
a fact I do not think you have heard. When my husband was 
sent by Akbar to negotiate with General Pollock, he was present 
in the General's tent when an Arab arrived from Fattih Jang, who 
was then holding out the B414 EUssar against the chiefe, after the 
death of Shah Shuj4h. He sent to say that it was impossible for 
him to hold out more than a month, as his ammunition was failing, 
and that if the British did not aid him by that time he must sur^ 
render. General Pollock said : *' Tell him that within three weeks 
my guns shall be heard in the Ehurd K4bul Pass." Having thus 
pledged himself, he was bound to redeem his own and the national 
honour, but he did not do so — Lord EUenborough can best give the 
reason. Fattih Jang held out for Jive weeks, and then gave up the 
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' fort. Is it anv wonder that such a proceeding blackened our faces 

in the eyes of the Affgh^nsf Do you remember what Mr. Clerk 

•wrote f ** Deploring as I constantly do the hatred and contempt in 

which our name as a nation is now held throughout Central Asia,** 

<feo., and can you wonder at it f 

» 
Loodiana, May 26th, 1847. 
' The hot weather has now so completely set in that for the last 
•month I have never left the house save b^ore seven a.m. and after 
seven in the evening. From my frequent visits to Hasan Eh4n*s 
family, where I can go when it is cool, I see, as you may suppose, 
a good ded of ^ Life In the Harem,*^ and would undertake to refute 
•authoritatively, as I always felt inclined to do on primd facie 
groundsj the fine theories of Mr. Urquhart regarding the superior 
•happiness of Muhammadan women. What can a man know of the 
matter I Did he go about visiting in the form of an old woman f 
Had he friends and acquaintances in half a dozen Zen&n4s! 
Would any Musalm&ni woman speak freely to a Feringhi, even if 
he did obtain speech with her, or are the Turks to be taken as 
competent and impartial witnesses as to the relative happiness of 
their wives. It is presumption for him ever to talk of a Musal- 
mani's feelings : I will flap him out of the field with the end of a 
purdah. I do not think their secluded life makes them objects of 
pity. They are hardly more devoid of excitement than I am 
myself; they see their female friends and their dearest male rela- 
tions, and tne tie between brother and sister seems to be very 
strongly felt by them ; but it is not in human nature to be content 

• with being only the fourth part of a man's wife. They are far 
firom viewmg the matter as we do, and I should suppose Hasan 
Eh&n's Zen&nd a favourable specimen, as both Leila Bibi and Bibi 
Ji seem very good-tempered and very friendly to one another. 
Still, as too man can love two or more women equally, and as no 
woman can bear that another should share her husband's affections, 
I plainly see there are heart-burnings inniunerable, even in this 
family. Leila Bibi is the favourite ; she is a very pretty, merry, 
clever little creature, who laughs and talks with Hasan Eh&n much 
as an English wife would do. He is evidently veir fond of her, 

• but he takes not the smallest notice of poor Bibi Ji, who says 
nothing, but has an expression sometimes in her face which pains 
me to see. Luckily for her she does not seem at all a sensitive 
person ; she is a good, warm hearted-creature, who is very much 
obliged fur any little kindness, but not very bright But then she 
has a little girl, and Leila Bibi, who has l>eeu married four years, 

^ has. none^. It is the old story of Hannah and Peninnah over again : 
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tiie one is bo anxious for ohildren, and the other indirectly boasts 
of hers, by always talking of children and pitying people who have 
none. 

It ia surprising how we manage to talk, considering my want of 
knowledge of Hindust&nl. The other morning I was alone with 
Leila Bibi and a servant Leila Bibl asked me about marriages in 
our country ; I explained the ceremony to her, and then she said, 
" Only one Mem Sahib to one Sahib I " " Q/* course^ only one." 
The servant loudly applauded so excellent a plan, and Leila Bibi 
said, with a little pout and in a pitiful tone, ^ My Sahib has got 
six I four at E&bCtl, and the Oovemor-GoneraJ has promised to apply 
for them 1 ^ I fear when they come there will be a great difficulty 
in reconciling the claims of the *' auld love " and tibe new, the one 
of noble birw, whose wisdom and prudence her husband extols so 
highly, and the young, pretty creature, who now has things all her 
own way, as much, at least, as any one can have under such a dis- 
ciplinarian as Hasan Kh4n, — ^for with all his warm feelings, the 
savage nature of the lion peeps out whenever he is in any way 
provoked. 

Leila Bibi's brother, a very nice polite boy of eleven years old, 
who is very kind to little " Fatima (whom he coaxes and pets as 
if he were her nurse), and as gentle and quiet as a tame mouse, let 
one of my books fall this morning : Hasan Kh&n picked it up, and 
then deliberately gave tlio poor boy a slap on his cheek as bard as 
he could. The child said nothing, though I am sure any Enfflish 
boy of his age would have roarea. I was so angry that I shook the 
Eh4n by the sleeve, and only wished I could have spoken Persian 
enough to have "flyted" him. By-the-bye, every Afgh&n is a 
living refutation of the fovourite English idea, that bojrs must be 
sent away from home to make them manly. All the great men of 
our own country in the sixteenth or seventeenth centuries were 
brought up at home ; and here, under our own eyes, we see one of 
the most manly races in the world brought up in the Zen&na almost 
exclusively among women, and therefore as boys wholly devoid of 
the bearishness and odious manners which characterize most Eng- 
lish boys from ten to twenty. The only bad result of the presence 
of the boy in the'^noecium is, tliat they talk of everything before 
him just as if he were not there ; and although very modest in 
behaviour, they are much more unrestrained in speaking of many 
subjects than any of our own countr3rwomen I have ever known, 
though I have heard wonderful stories of what ** Indian" ladies 
will say. Hasan Kh4n is sometimes very rough to his little child, 
and last night, having detected Leila Bibi with a necklace of sweet- 
scented flowers, which I had strictly forbidden h^r to touch as sho 



166 AFGHAN SUPPEB. 

is taking horooeopathio medicine, I held out her hand to Hasan 
Kh4n, in joke, for chastisement He was laughing at her being 
detected, but, to my annoyance, gave her poor uttle hand such a 
hard slap as must have hurt her very much. 

The Kh4n was eating his supper when I arrived the other even- 
ing, in the court-yard, with a white metal tray with three or four 
dishes on a teapoy before him. He had a chair and a spoon brought 
for me, and we eat lovingly out of the same dish, he picking out 
bits of meat (very nice roasted mutton cut in small pieces) with 
his fingers for me. When he had finished, Bibi Ji, who waited on 
him, brought a little thing like a teapot without a handle, made of 
metal, and enamelled in blue, green, and white : he drank water 
out of the spout of it, which is the usual A%h&n £ashion. He is 
very polite to me, brings all I want, and always escorts me to the 
gate on foot I thought how amused you would have been, could 
you have seen me gravely eating kabobs with Hasan Kh&n, or driv- 
mg home in the buggy, with one Sals to lead the horse, another 
(Baidullah) to take care of me, and escorted by Leila Bibf s brother 
on horseback, and the Peshkhidmat with a blazing torch on foot, all 
at full speed. 

I happened to go one morning to the house of one of the native 
Oatechists, when mey were engaged in fimiily worship. The Gate- 
chist prayed most fervently in Hindustani, and it was pretty to see 
his little children, an old grey-headed woman, with his wife, and the 
wife of another Catechist who is absent, all scattered about the floor, 
with the head, in the Native fashion, resting on the knees, an atti- 
tude that would give most Europeans a fit of apoplexy. 

Our Havildar Major is from Oud. 0. explained to him the other 
day that we had no holy days, except the Sabbath, and that ought 
to be consecrated wholly to Cfod. He said, ^^ Ah ! in my country 
we also observe the Sunday — we eat no salt on that day." 

That gentlemanly old man, Sirfr4z Eh4n, came to see us the 
night before last, and brought with him a Saiad, or holy man, tho 
bearer of a letter from Muhammad Shah Kh&n, who saved my hus- 
band's life at Sir William MacNaghten's murder. Since the death 
of his son-in-law, Akbar, whose property, to the amount, it is said, 
of seven laks, he carried off, he has been at^pen war with the 
Amir, Dost Muhammad, who has lately taken and razed his fort of 
Baddi&bad (where the hostages and captives were confined), and 
obliged Muhammad Shah to fly to the mountains of the Kaffirs, in 
all probability descendants of Alexander the Great's army, inhabit- 
ing the Hinciu Eush range, to the north of the plains of Jell&Iabadand 
Laghm&n (Hindu Eush means Hindu killer, the mountains being 
nearly inaccessible, but with delicious valleys between). The poor 
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Kli4n in extremity writes a loving letter to C, reminding him ttiat 
they had always been friends, and wishing to know if l£at friend- 
ship continues. According to their custom, when they are doubtful 
as to Uie relation they stand in towards any one, he had ^ven the 
8aiad a token, whereby he should know my husband^s disposition 
towards him. 

The Saiad began, — '* Muhammad Shah "Khka says to you, when you 
were in peril of life by the fort of Mahmud Kh4n, now did I behave!^ 

0. immediately answered, ^ When the sword was raised to strike 
me, he put his arm round my neck, and took the cut on his own 
shoulder." 

And thus the Saiad knew that he was willing to acknowledge the 
service, and not as some of their own countrymen would have done, 
deny that he had ever seen such a person. C. told him that 
Muhammad Shah Eh&n had been a bitter enemy, but always an 
open one, and therefore he would meet him in battle without enmity, 
and if he came to his house would treat him as a friend, and make 
a feast for him. Is not this hke a little bit of the olden time f 

0. has been writing letters vigorously the last two days, endefr- 
vourinc; to get justice done to some of the many Afghans and refri- 
cccs who have received little or no thanks at our hands for their 
fidelity and services. They all viewed Shah Shujah as our tool 
(which he undeniably wasV and in sacrificing ever3rthing in his cause 
they served us and not him. I will just dvo you two or three 
instances of the way in which they have been rewarded by our 
shortrsighted economy. 

First there is the Shahzideh Sh4hpur, who, after being proclaimed 
Ejng at Kabul by General Pollock, and being foolish enough (the 
gallant boy was but sixteen^ to trust to the repeated assurances 
given to him and the friendly chiefe that tlie army would at least 
winter at Kabul, found, when too late, that he had been made a 
mere stalking horse, and was left to shift for himself as he best could. 
After the retreat of the army the Shahzadeh was attacked and plun- 
dered, and it was with the utmost difficulty that he succeeded in 
escaping with life and honour to Hindustan, where the Govern- 
ment assigned him the paltnr allowance of 400 rupees a month 
for his mother, himself nis brother N4dir, and a nost of ruined 
dependents. 

Again, Ali Reza Ehkn, the Kazzilbdsh, whose exertions as Chief- 
Commissariat Agent at Kabul were the means of supplying the force, 
came here yesterday from Lahore, quite weary with waiting for 
justice. The €k>vemment owe him the sum of 30,000 rupees, which 
he cannot set paid ; he lost in our service between two and three 
laks, and uthough he has a pension of 400 rupees a motith, it is 
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is taking homoeopathic medicine, I held out her hand to Hasan 
Kh4n, in joke, for chastisement He was laughing at her being 
detected, but, to my annoyance, gave her poor tittle hand such a 
hard slap as must have hurt her veiy much. 

The Kh&n was eating his supper when I arrived the other even- 
ing, in the court-jard, with a white metal tray with three or four 
dishes on a teapoy before him. He had a chair and a spoon brought 
for me, and we eat lovingly out of the same dish, he picking out 
bits of meat (very nice roasted mutton cut in small pieces) with 
his fingers for me. When he had finished, Bibi Ji, who waited on 
him, brought a tittle thing tike a teapot without a handle, made of 
metal, and enamelled in blue, green, and white : he drank water 
out of the spout of it, which is the usual A%h&n fJEishion. He is 
very potite to me, brings all I want, and alwajrs escorts me to the 
gate on foot I thought how amused you would have been, could 
you have seen me gravely eating kabobs with Hasan Kh&n, or driv- 
mg home in the buggy, with one Sals to lead the horse, another 
(Baidullah) to take care of me, and escorted by Leila Bibi's brother 
on horseback, and the Peshkhidmat with a blazing torch on foot, all 
at full speed. 

I happened to go one morning to the house of one of the native 
Gatechists, when uey were engaged in fimiily worship. The Cate- 
chist prayed most fervently in Hindustani, and it was pretty to see 
his little children, an old grey-headed woman, with his wife, and the 
wife of another Catechist who is absent, aU scattered about the floor, 
with the head, in the Native &shion, resting on the knees, an atti- 
tude that would give most Europeans a fit of apoplexy. 

Our Havildar Major is from Oud. 0. explamed to him the other 
day that we had no holy days, except the Sabbath, and that ought 
to be consecrated wholly to Qod. He said, ^ Ah ! in my country 
we also observe the Sunday — we eat no salt on that day." 

That gentlemanly old man, Sirfr&z Eh&n, came to see us the 
night before last, and brought with him a Saiad, or holy man, the 
b^or of a letter from Muhammad Shah Kh&n, who saved my hus- 
band's life at Sir Wiltiam MacNaghten's murder. Since the death 
of his son-in-law, Akbar, whose property, to the amount, it is said, 
of seven laks, he carried off, he has been at %pen war with the 
Amir, Dost Muhaomiad, who has lately taken and razed his fort of 
Baddi&bad (where the hostages and captives were confined), and 
obtiged Muhammad Shah to fly to the mountains of the Kaffirs, in 
all probabiHty descendants of Alexander the Great's army, inhabit- 
ing the Hinciu Kush range, to the north of the plains of JeUalabadand 
Lf^hm&n (Hindu Kush means Hindu killer, the mountains beiofr 
nearly inaccessible, but with deticious vaUeys between). The poa 



!.«•'* .^ .A 



■■«.4tfl.l 



»-■• 



r. 1.1 



i'* ■ <■> 






4C«" 



y 

re 



ta^ AKBAR'S gi;BEA0H9BT. 

wholly swallowed up in paying interest for iponey, which, owing if} 
his Qovemment bad debt, he has been obliged to borrow. 

Then again, th^re are some Afghan soldiers of S^leh Mnhanunad's 
to whom Major Pottinger gave a paper, pledging the Qovemment to 
employ them permanendy, in reward for their services in the libe- 
ration of the captives. When they got to Kabul they were talked 
into accepting, or rather ordered to receive, four months^ yay instead 
of perpetual 9eryice ; and now, when having nothing else to live on, 
tbejjT apply for employment and produce Uie paper given them by 
Major Pottinger, they are told tnat their clauns, which are sml 
morally valid, cannot be listened to, because they are of five years' 
3tanding. How could these poor men apply when Lord Hardin^e 
was in Calcutta, and they had no one to iq)ea]c for thcn^ f Why, for 
the sake of saving a few thousand rupees, should the Qovemment 
act as petty pedlars, chaffering about strict dues, and evading all 
claims tnat are not legally vahd, and manv that are so, instead qi 
rewarding in a liberal and generous spirit (which would be th^ befit 
policy) those who have sacrificed everything to their fidelity to our 
cause I As H^tsan Kh&n truly said, ^^ It does not become a great 
Qovemment to dole out its gifts and rewards.** 

That long-haired A%han, who came the other day, told us that 
on the retreat firom Euabul he )ia4 escaped by passing himself off as 
a servant of Shujah-u-DouJah, and he himself heard Akbar Eh&n 
cry out in Persian, " Cease firing. Do not touch the English P 
and then add in Jhishtu, '' Slay them I ft5/ay them P Tliis he relat- 
ed as a piece of information, not knowing that C. was aware of it. 
M^or Ppttinger, soon after they had been given up as hostages, 
turned to my husband and said, "" M., remember, if I am killed, uat 
I heard Akbar Eh4n desire his people to slay the En&^lish in Pushtu, 
though he was calling to them to stop firing in Persian.'' 

May !26th. — ^A present from Ali Reza Kh4n came; we had 
before told him that it was impossible to fu^cept it on account of the 
Qovernment regulations, but he wished me at lea^t to see the things. 
It was ffrievous to be obliged to refuse thepi} the;^ were so pretty,-— 
a beautiful Kashmir shaw^ with pattem all over it^ a green Kashmir 
scar^ and a little poshtin or jacket made of drakes' feauiers, so pretty 
and glossy. Ah! what sacrifices public duty requires when one 
may not take a little jacket of duck's feaUiers 1 Atta Mahamiid 
brought me a very pretty piece of pink cra{)e some time ago, and 
was so grieved at our refusing it, that yesterday I determined we 
should take something. He sent us half a small cheese which he 
had just received from Labor. On C. telling the messenger he was 
much obliged and wpuld eat it^ the man answered in their usual 
primitive fashion, ^ Stuff yqur^elf well 1" 
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One of 0.*8 orderlies belonged to Woodbum's force, when, near 
Ghazni, Captain Woodbum and most of his men were cut to pieces. 
Tliis man was among those taken prisoners — ^was carried about to 
different parts of Afghanistan as a slave, and was in the mountains 
just above Ist&lif at the very time General M'Caskill took that place. 
He said that all the mountains in that part are full of Hindust&ni, 
Ghurkas, and even some English prisoners, *Sep4his, camp followers, 
&G. The Sub4dar of his own company, who, at the time of Captain 
Woodbum's murder, killed several A%h&ns with his own hand before 
he was captured, was kept in chains and extremely ill treated for a 
long while, and at last sent off with many other of our imfortunate 
men to Balkh, in Turkist&n, where they now are. It was in vain 
that Major Pottinger ur^ed General MKDaskill to wait only thrcQ 
days at Istalif, when all uese prisoners would have been brought in, 
he would not take the responsibility of doing so; neither would 
General Pollock, fettered as he was by Lord EUenborough's vehement 
injunctions to retreat, take the responsibility of allowing him to 
remain. It is very odd that people have no tear of ^ responsibility " 
for doing nothing. The fact is they fear blame, for reeponsibility 
must be borne whether they like it or not The consequence is 
that, to our groat disgrace, numbers of our faithful soldiers and fel- 
lowHsubjects are pining in slavery to this very hour. The orderly 
himself only escaped with a comrade of his a year and a half ago ; 
they entered the Amballa Police Battalion, from which they were 
transferred to our regiment 

June 2nd, 1847. — ^Thermometer 87^® with Phankah and Tatties. 
We heard yesterds^ of Sir John Davies's Expedition against the forts 
at Canton — ^the Chinese having of late been behaving in ^ane 
hangstrie ** manner, that is a word I have stolen or adopted from 
Mr. Cameron, who found it lately in an old Scottish document, and 
truly says, " it is too good to bie allowed to perish." Is it not a 
delightfiil word f You seem to see the Chinese banging about and 
making a huge noise like doors in a high wind, and then you see 
the very dust fly out of them as they get the banging their bangstrie^ 
doings brought upon them. 

Shahpur Shahzadeh has twice sent us a present of early melons ^ ^ 
they are smaU, but very nice — some with pale-green pulp especially. 
I do not know if there are such in England. Une of my poor goats 
has been seized by a wolf close to the house, in broad day-light, and 
bitten on the necK. They tied up the wound with nim leaves, which 
are very healing. The Ayah gave the alarm, but the wolf got off. 
Last year one carried off an infant as it lay sleeping by its mother 
outside the house ; the poor goat, I am happy to say, is recovering. 
T1.,»i».™.D<^p.id„.™.l..t.™»g. H. «»..«». 
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falling into the bands of the British was the most fortunate event 
that could have happened for their interests. They seem to look 
upon taxes as ridiculously low ; and although on this side the Sat- 
lej I believe the assessment is nominally rawer higher than it was 
before, yet, of course, a man would rather pay 10/« than be assessed 
at 5/. and plundered of 20/., which was pretty much their condi- 
tion when under the Lahore government 

The servants are a constant source of amusement to me. For 
instance : the other day I peered through the screen, and found 
the bearer in the next room lying flat on his back in the middle 
of the floor, and pulling the Phankah in that fashion. They often 
pull the string with their toes. The heat the last few days has 
been very great ; it was 00® in this cool room at half-past nine 
o'clock. 

I take three lessons a week from a Munshf. Hindustani seems 
to me a very harsh language, full of gutturals and aspirates ; the 
German ch is the softest of the Urdu gutturals, and there is one 




word for ** good," which is the only way of saying thank you, is 
** Ach-ha," which, if properly pronounced, sounds very mucn like 
a sneeze. The verb is sent to the end of the sentence, as in Ger- 
man ; the verbs are simple and easy, with a very full complement 
of tenses. The prepositions and verbs vary their gender like nouns 
and adjectives ; and the nouns and adjectives are declined like in 
Qerman. Hindustani is a mere lingua franca for the diflerent 
races which inhabit this ffreat peninsula. It is composed of Per- 
sian and Hindui, and to the south it has Mahratti and to the north 
Panjabi words mixed with it. They say Persian is a very beauti- 
ful language, but most of the Afghans speak it as they do Pushtu ; 
BO that it gives a stranger about as much idea of the sound as the 
broadest l^tch would of polite English. I am learning to write 
the Persian characters, but, as usual, find it much more difficult to 
read them. 

Saiad Murtezd, who was sent by Ali Keza Ehdn (at Mohan 
Lal^s suggestion) to Bami^n, to negotiate the release of the host- 
M;es and captives with Saleh Muhammad, was with us yesterday. 
He is a Kashmiri, and except for some defect in the shape of the 
mouth, is an extremely handsome man, full of intelligence. His 
young grown-up son, who is very gentlemanly, wrote a few lines 
as a specimen of penmanship— an art much prized in this country. 
He also embosses words, flowers, and birds on paper, with his thumb 
nail, in a most skilful manner. The way in wnich Murtez& Shah 
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oboervations about my industiy, for I was working at doroething for 
O.'b hone. 0. said that sometimes he thought I did too much. 
^ Ah r* said the Nizam, ^ for a person of intelligence it is a grief not 
to work ; but let her take two or three pearls, pound them yery fine, 
and then mix them well with water containing a little gold and a 
little silver ; let her drink that, and it will cure her of that hot zeal 
of heart which makes her overwork herself Thus it is written in 
books of Grecian science." I could hardly believe that this exceed- 
ingly clever, dear-headed man (whom Sir William Macnaghteh 
always spoke of as the most intellectual, sound-minded Asiatic he 
had ever jbiown, in which verdict my husband fully coincides) shotdd 
have gravely reconimended so droll a prescription. 

Tou see I have but very small incidents to relate, but I think 
evei^ trifles are worth recording if they help to give you an idea 
of the people or country. I am often remiimed of that excellent 
distinction between stupidity and ignorance, *' on est ftne par dis- 
position, on est ignorant par d6faut d*instruction ;" for the Afghdns^ 
though fidly equal to Europeans in natural capacity, make the most 
ludicrous mistakes as to what is possible or not, simply from being 
too ignorant to form any judgment in the matter. They, therefore, 
jump to a conclusion (Dean Bwift would say, '* like the ladies in 
JBngfand'*). For instance, nothing but a firm trust in my husband's 
veracity induced Hasan Kh4n to believe the possibility of an elec- 
tric telegraph, and yet he shortly afterwards inquired if we had not 
a machine which enabled us to see through mountains, and would 
have believed any one who had confirmed his precocious idea that 
we had such a thing. I have just heard a very shocking thing 
which proves the opinion of the European soldiers as to the beha- 
viour of H. M.'s 62nd. Poor things 1 there was great excuse for 
them. Of the men of the 62nd, who, on the corps quitting India^ 
volunteered into other regiments, four committed suicide, stung to 
the quick by the taunts and jeers of their new comrades. One 
was in H. M.'s 10th, another in the 53rd, a third in the 80th, and 
a fourth in some other. 

The people of the annexed Sikh states, on both sides the SaUej, 
are prospering under our rule. One proof of it is, that wastei 
lands, which were the common property of everybody, are now 
become so valuable for agricultural purposes^ that they are inces- 
sant objects of litij»ition. The people here used a short time since 
to import grain ror their own use ; now, like Sind, they export 
Traffic is so much increased, that the value of the ferry tolls has 
risen immensely ; and Hasan Kh4n told us that he had been talk- 
ing to some people from the Jalander Do&b (which is situated 
between the Satlej and the Bids), and they all declared that their 



HINDUSTANI* 171 

falling into the hands of the British was the most fortunate event 
that could have happened for their interests. They seem to look 
upon taxes as ridiculously low ; and alUiough on this side the Sat- 
lej I believe the assessment is nominally rather higher than it was 
before, yet, of course, a man would rather pay 10/. than be assessed 
at 5/. and plundered of 20/., which was pretty much their condi- 
tion when under the Lahore government 

The servants are a constant source of amusement to me. For 
instance : the other day I peered through the screen, and found 
the bearer in the next room lying flat on his back in the middle 
of the floor, and pulling the Phankah in that fashion. They often 
pull the string with their toes. The heat the last few days has 
been very great ; it was 00® in this cool room at half-past nine 
o'clock. 

I take three lessons a week from a Munshi. Hindustani seems 
to me a very harsh language, full of gutturals and aspirates ; the 
German ch is the softest of the Urdu gutturals, and there is one 
which I despair of — in fact, they sav none but an Arab can pro- 
nounce it properly ; then there are innumerable specimens of Vh, 
til, d'h, gh, and kh, and double aspirates without number. The 
word for ** good," which is the only way of saying thank you, is 
** Ach-ha,** which, if properly pronounced, sounds very mucn like 
a sneeze. The verb is sent to the end of the sentence, as in Ger- 
man ; the verbs are simple and easy, with a very full complement 
of tenses. The prepositions and verbs vary their gender like nouns 
and adjectives ; and the nouns and adjectives are declined like in 
German. EUndustani is a mere lingua franca for the diflerent 
races which inhabit this great peninsula. It is composed of Per- 
sian and Hindui, and to we south it has Mahratti and to the north 
Panjabi words mixed with it. They say Persian is a very beauti- 
ful language, but most of the Afghans speak it as they do Pushtu ; 
so that it gives a stranger about as much idea of the sound as the 
broadest l^tch would of polite English. I am learning to write 
the Persian characters, but, as usual, find it much more difficult to 
read them. 

Saiad Murteza, who was sent by All Keza Khdn (at Mohan 
Lai's suggestion) to Bamidn, to negotiate the release of the host- 
ages and captives with Saleh Muhammad, was with us yesterday. 
He is a Kashmiri, and except for some defect in the shape of the 
mouth, is an extremely handsome man, full of intelligence. His 
young grown-up son, who is very gentlemanly, wrote a few lines 
as a specimen of penmanship— an art much pnzed in this country. 
He also embosses words, flowers, and birds on paper, with his thumb 
nail, in a most skilful manner. The way in wnich Murtezd Shah 
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oboervations about my industiy, for I was working at doroething for 
O.'s horse. C. said that sometimes he thought I did too much. 
^ Ah r* said the Nizam, ^ for a person of intelligence it is a grief not 
to work ; but let her take two or three pearls, pound them yery fine, 
and then mix them well with water containing a little gold and a 
little silver ; let her drink that, and it will cure her of that hot zeal 
of heart which makes her overwork herself Thus it is written in 
books of Grecian science." I could hardly believe that this exceed- 
ingly clever, clear-headed man (whom Sir William Macnaghteh 
always spoke of as the most intellectual, sound-minded Asiatic he 
had ever jbnown, in which verdict my husband fully coincides) shotdd 
have gravely recommended so droll a prescription. 

Tou 9ee I have but very small incidents to relate, but I think 
evei^ trifles are worth recording if they help to give you an idea 
of the people or country. I am often remiimed of that excellent 
distinction between stupidity and ignorance, **on est ftne par dis- 
position, on est ignorant par d6faut d'instruction ;" for the Afgh4n% 
though fidly eqiml to Europeans in natural capacity, make the most 
ludicrous mistakes as to what is possible or not, simply from being 
too ignorant to form any judgment in the matter. They, therefore, 
jump to a conclusion (Dean Bwift would say, ** like the ladies in 
England**). For instance, nothing but a firm trust in my husband's 
veracity induced Hasan Eh&n to believe the possibility of an elec- 
tric telegraph, and yet he shortly afterwards inquired if we had not 
a machine which enabled us to see through mountains, and would 
have believed any one who had confirmed his precocious idea that 
we had such a thing. I have just heard a very shocking thing 
which proves the opinion of the European soldiers as to the beha- 
viour of H. M.'s 62nd. Poor things 1 there was great excuse for 
them. Of the men of the 62nd, who, on the corps quitting India^ 
volunteered into other regiments, four committed suicide, stung to 
the quick by the taunts and jeers of their new comrades. One 
was m H. M.'s 10th, another in the 53rd, a third in the 80th, and 
a fourth in some other. 

The people of the annexed Sikh states, oil both sides the SaUej, 
are prospering under our rule. One proof of it is, that waste 
lands, which were the common property of everybody, are now 
become so valuable for agricultural purposes^ that they are inces- 
sant objects of litifi^ation. The people here used a short time since 
to import grain ror their own use ; now, like Sind, they export 
Traffic is so much increased, that the value of the ferry tolls has 
risen immensely ; and Hasan Kh4n told us that he had been talk- 
ing to some people from the Jalander Do&b (which is situated 
between the Satlej and the Bids), and they all declared that their 
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fidling into the hands of the British was the most fortunate event 
that could have happened for their interests. They seem to look 
uj^n taxes as ridiculously low ; and alUiough on this side the Sat- 
lej I believe the assessment is nominally rather higher than it was 
before, yet, of course, a man would rather pay 10/. than be assessed 
at 5/. and plundered of 20/., which was pretty much their condi- 
tion when under the Lahore government 

The servants are a constant source of amusement to me. For 
instance : the other day I peered through the screen, and found 
the bearer in the next room lying flat on his back in the middle 
of the floor, and pulling the Phankah in that fashion. They often 
pull the string with their toes. The heat the last few days has 
been very great ; it was 90^ in this cool room at half-past nine 
o'clock. 

I take three lessons a week from a Munshi. Hindustani seems 
to me a very harsh language, full of gutturals and aspirates ; the 
German ch is the softest of the Urdu gutturals, and there is one 
which I despair of — in fact, they say none but an Arab can pro- 
nounce it properly ; then there are mnumerable specimens of Vh, 
til, d'h, gh, and kh, and double aspirates without number. The 
word for ** good," which is the only way of saying thank you, is 
** Ach-ha,'' which, if properly pronounced, sounds very much like 
a sneeze. The verb is sent to the end of the sentence, as in Ger- 
man ; the verbs are simple and easy, with a very full complement 
of tenses. The prepositions and verbs vary their gender like nouns 
and adjectives ; and the nouns and adjectives are declined like in 
German. Hindustani is a mere lingua franca for the different 
races which inhabit this great peninsula. It is composed of Per- 
sian and Hindui, and to me south it has Mahratti ana to the north 
Panjabi words mixed with it. They say Persian is a very beauti- 
ful language, but most of the A%hans speak it as they do Pushtu ; 
so that it gives a stranger about as much idea of the sound as the 
broadest Scotch would of polite English. I am learning to write 
the Persian characters, but, as usual, find it much more difficult to 
read them. 

Saiad Murtez4, who was sent by All Reza Kh4n (at Mohan 
Lai's BUffgestion) to Bami4n, to negotiate the release of the host- 
ages ana captives with S&leh Muhammad, was with us yesterday. 
He is a Kasnmiri, and except for some defect in the shape of the 
mouth, is an extremely handsome man, full of intelligence. His 
young grown-up son, who is very gentlemanly, wrote a few lines 
as a specimen of penmanship— an art much prized in this country. 
He also embosses words, flowers, and birds on paper, with his thumb 
nul, in a most skilful manner. The way in wnich Murtezd Shah 
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happened to be here yesterday was this : — ^He lent a certain man 
5000 rupees, and received a house in pledge. Now his debtor 
refuses to pay, and Saiad Murteza cannot sell the house to reim- 
burse himseli^ as it does not legally beloug to him. K he bring 
the matter into Court, he will have five per cent to pay as fees, and 
five per cent more as a reward to the judges for doing justice. Is 
not this last a very wonderful regulation ? The Court here is said 
to be one of the most corrupt in India ; and thus, although Mur- 
tez& Shah's papers are most clear, the agreement being witnessed 
by the Kotwal (or native Mayor) himself, his chance of getting 
justice would be very doubtful ; for not only is the Deputy Com- 
missioner completely in the hands of natives, but he never makes 
an example of a man who is convicted of perjury, and, therefore, 
false witness fiourishes. 

Under these circumstances, Murtezd Shah went yesterday morn- 
ing to the Deputy Commissioner to consult about this suit C. 
happened to be present Murtezd Shah, like all the Afghans, 
spoke freely, as one man would to other, but in a very moderate 
manner, and with great courtesy, as his manners are excellent 
Captain L., with the impertinence but too common amoug English- 
men towards the poor, their servauts, and all whom they imagine, 
to be in any way beneath them, would hardly listen, leaned back 
in his chair, repeating, ** I can't do anything, I can't do anythi;ig," 
and at last criea imperiously, ** Jao 1" — Qo. Murtezd Shah departed 
instanter, without even making him a Salum. C. overtook him at 
the gate, made him get into his buggy, and brought him here. 
The Salad's remark was, ** What a vulgar tyrannical man P I 
really think Uiat neither Scotchmen nor Irishmen (I mean gentle- 
men) are so overbearing and discourteous as the universtJly-by- 
foreigners-disliked English. There! I feel better for that long 
German adjective, for it vexes me to see our national reputation 
thus tarnished by the behaviour of men who, as the Spaniards say, 
^ have neither formality nor politeness." 

The Niz4m-u-Doulah, who would be remarked in any society for 
his perfect manners, and whose family might vie with any in Europe, 
speaking of the English authorities and ofiScers here, said, ^* I never 
go near any of these people, for they don't know how to behave." 
And his brother-in-law, Atta Muhammad, described their behaviour 
in a very lively way, saying, " Whenever they see a man with a 
turban, they cry, * Oh, here^8 an Af^hdn or a Kashmiri,' adding a 
most signincant shrug, which imphed, * to worry me out of my 
life.' " Is not this the same complaint that we have so often heard 
from every class of persons abroad f and it has always gratified mo 
greatly when foreigners who knew enough of the Britbh to distin- 
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guiflh between them, remarked as Herr K. did| that the Scotch were 
80 much morn courteous and ^ zuthuend.** 

Kh&n Saliib, a nephew of J&n Fish&n Eh4n, brought a letter 
from his uncle to my husband, which out of ren)ect was sprinkled 
all over with little triangular bits of gold leaf. He sent me ** many 
compliments on account of my yirtuee, affability, and excellent 
qualities." I could hardly reply with proper gravity when this 
speech was translated to me. 

Sahib Kh4n is going on to Peshawur to seek his fortune, and on 
taking leave yesterday, asked C. for some money, as he had none 
for his journey. They always ask each other for aid when they 
want it : C. of course gave him some, for if he were to ask any 
money from J4n Fish&n Eh&n, that gallant Chief would borrow it 
at a high interest, and lend it to him without any. Murtez& Shah, 
too, though he knows that my husband has little means of being of 
service to him, volunteered the other day to supply him with any 
sum he might want 

Last niffnt we had a dustrstorm, which convinced me that the 
accounts I have heard of people having candles for two or three 
hours in the daytime were in nowise exaggerated. It was about 
six o'clock in the evening, and the sun of course high, when it sud- 
denly became very dark. I had just time to shut my ink botUe, 
and throw a handkerchief over my work, when it became .so dark 
that we went groping about as at midnight The dog ran up 
against me without seeing me, and I only found where my husband 
was by his voice, it was impossible to see one's own hand. It lasted 
about two hours. G. told my poor old Ayah that thus would the 
Day of Judgment come, suddenly as a thief in the niffht She 
seemed awe-struck. He afterwards spoke to Vazir&, me Sird&r 
bearer, who is a Muhamroadan, and to one of the Phankah bearers, 
a Hindu, on the same subject, and told them of Christ as the only 
Saviour of men. They both listened with apparent interest and 
awe. YtaUrk said he knew that Jesus was a great prophet, but 
this all Muhammadans gnni ; they even believe that he was mira- 
culously bom of a Virgin. C. added, that idolaters on that dread- 
ful day would have no friend. The bearer said, ^ that is Truth." 

I had a drive yesterday morning with C. very early, and saw a 
magnificent tree, called Amalt&s, with broad leaves and a rich gold 
coloured flower, like a Brobdignag laburnum. We passed a drove 
of asses laden with melons ; just as one happened to £Edl out of the 
bundles, C. called to the driver to make him remark it The man 
immediately picked it up, ran after us, and thrust it into the Sais's 
hand. Was not this very courteous f It is curious to see Hasan 
Kh&n with Surm& on his eyes, and the soles of his feet stained with 
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Henna. An oiderly, 'who escorted me in my morning walk the 
other day, had his eyes carefully tinged with the Surmah, and the 
palms of Murteza Shali's hands were dyed with Henna. Old men 
frequently dye their beards red, which has a most ludicrous efifect 

On returning from my early walk a few days ago, I found a 
graceful little creature in neaiiy tight blue trousers and white yeil, 
who afiber making sd&m stood mSk her hands joined together as if 
to make some petition. I inquired who she was. Sepahi Ki Bibx, 
answered the khidmat^rs, bearer, ayah and orderlies with one yoice. 
A soldier's wife, or rather ^* lady." When I asked what she wanted, 
eyery man answered in chorus, laying his hand on his stomach, to 
signify that it was «mpty (their invariable gesture, as I afterwards 
Ibund, whenever they want either pay or a present.) I jumped to 
the conclusion that die was sick, but fortunately Jacob explained 
that she wanted me to ask the Sahib to make her husband a Jem4- 
dar. I tdd her that I could not interfere in anything regarding 
the regiment ; that if the man was a good man he mi^it promote 
him, but that even all the good m&a. in the regiment could not be 
made Jemadars : that she might wait and spe^ to the Sahib her* 
self, but that he was no( pleased when people came to ask him for 

JTomotion. When he returned, she wisely said nothing about the 
em&darship, but only complained that the subsistence allowance 
of two annas a day was not enough for her husband, herself and 
two other wives 1 which one could easily believe. 0. told her that 
he had applied for the pay for his men, and as soon as the answer 
came from Calcutta they would get their arrears, which I dare say 
oonsc^ed the poor little woman. 

The B&bCi (asO.'s regimental English writer is. styled) is a 
Turk, bom at Uir&t He generally wears the high black Persian 
cap, just like a pastile, but once or twice he has appeared in a 
preposterously huge white turban, which looked exactly as if the 
sheepskin cap were the bud, which had expanded into this mon* 
strous flower. He has received an Euglish education, and, as one 
of the results of education without religion, is an infidel, if not an 
Atheist Jacob one day lent him a tract, in which there was a 
verse of Newton*s beginning, ** Oh, sinner, art thou still secure f * 
He threw it from him with every mark of anger, and walked out 
of the room without saying a word. But Jacob loses no oppor- 
tunity of speaking to him, and returns to the charge again and 
again. I K>rgot to mention that the sand storm the other evening 
was of a deep red colour, something like a very red fo^ in Lon* 
don. This is a rare thing, and Mr. Blackall tells me it has much 
disquieted the superstitious natives. His old bearer said, he had 
never seen a red storm since the Siege of Bhurtpur, but another 
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added, that there was one just before the Owalior CampaigQ, Bj- 
the-bj, what do you think of a military man in high omfie here, 
and who has seen service, spelling campaign without a ^ / B&e- 
dullah cut his wrist very badly yesterday, but that excellent Mo" 
tico^ or ** Soldier's Herb," stopped the bleeding at once. One of 
Hasan Khdn's men happened to bring a tray of melons from his 
master just as 0. was CMtthing and bandaging the wound, B4e^ 
duUab, who had suflfered a great deal of pain, and doubtless felt 
weak, walked away with a languid, feeble air, which in such a huge 
creature was a little ridiculous. The Afghan, who had watched 
the whole operation, looked after him with much contempt, and 
then turning to ray husband said : ** These Hindustanis are so 
' N4zuk,' tender. In Afghanistan we get wounds of all kinds from 
our enemies, wounds from swords, and from guns, and from stones, 
and never care a bit Here we are obliged to be quiet for fear of 
the S&hib L6g (the lordly people, t. e, the British), but if it were 
not for them we would soon make short work with some of these 
folks.'' 0. told him that Afgh&nist4n was soaked with blood, and 
that from every man's blood a voice went up before the throne o^ 
God, He seemed struck by that, and when C. asked him if that 
was not more likely to bring down a curse than a blessing upon a 
country, he at once acknowledged that it was. By-the-by, both 
Hasdn kh&n and Murteza Shad's son have accepted Persian Tes- 
taments. 0. also sent one to Muhammad Shah Eh&n. If it does 
him no good, it may fall in the way of some one else. 

A man came here the other day who rendered good service to 
my husband when he and the other hostages and captires were 
on their way to B&mi&n, and as they then believed, to almost 
hopeless slavery in Turkistan. His name is Ahmed Kh&n, a 
brother of Mahmiid, the Herft,ti servant of Major Pottinger, and 
afterwards of Major Broadfoot. When the msurrection broke 
out at Eab6I, the two brothers, who were living in Kohistdn, 
became objects of much suspicion, and saved their lives by enlist- 
ing with Saleh Mahomed. They thus came to be among the 
guards at Bami4n. He begged 0. to take no notice of him, as 
It would render him suspected, and then quietly maniag^ to sup- 
ply Jacob with such provisions as he could get — sometimes a few 
eggs, sometimes a fowl, <fec. He is now a S4w&r in Captain Quin'ii 
regiment of Irregular Horse. 

Jacob caught one of the most monstrous creatures I evear 
beheld iust outside the house. It is not very unlike a locust 
carved in ivory, only it has six legs to its body, and £our more 
smaller legs to support its huge head. It has hideous nippem 
with which it laid hold of a pen and shook it most fiercely. O. 
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declared, from its ugliness and malice, that it must be the soul of a 
Pope, or an Inquisitor-General. I was told it was a species of Mantis, 

I told you tnat one effect of an officer putting himself into the 
hands of natives is, that he is sure to be accused of bribery. I 
have just heard a fresh proof of it Captain L., whom my hus- 
band believes to be a most honourable man, is yet considered 
corrupt by all the natives ; for not only was he completely infatu- 
ated by a very clever Munshi, but when this man was convicted 
of having taken bribes to an enormous amount, and sentenced to 
a lengthened imprisonment. Captain L. had the imprudence to 
continue his monthly salary of 100 rupees, and of course all' the 
natives say that he dared not do otherwise, lest the Munshi should 
betray him. 

So great is the vanity of. some people, that they seem to consider 
it a personal insult if either a hint or a proof is offered that any 
of their people are dishonest or corrupt ; and as they choose thus 
to identify themselves with their underlings, they are most com- 
pletely identified with them by general opinion, 

A committee sat the other day to examine the arms supplied 
for the use of his re^ment. The President of the Committee, 
after carefully examining them, remarked that they were only fit 
to be broken up. The muskets were old and worn out, so that 
It would be impossible to fire them ; out of 860 only 188 could 
be found not utterly useless. The sewing of the belts gave way 
at the first touch, and the sheaths of the bayonets were so bad that 
the first shower of rain would complete their destruction. Imagine 
supplying a regiment with such arms and accoutrements. At the 
£rst meeting of the Committee, the President was the only officer 
there, the two iuniors, according to the custom of the Bengal 
army, thinking it too much trouble. C, being accustomed to me 
strict discipline of Madras, where, if an officer did such a thing, 
he would be reprimanded in orders, or ordered to attend every 
day at twelve o'clock, at his commanding officer's quarters, in full 
uniform, for a week at least, expressed his astonishment to Major 
F., who is an active and excellent officer, but who, having been 
brought up in this lax school, was astonished at C.'s astonishment, 
and asked if he really meant to say that he always attended a 
committee when appointed to it; and, when answered in the 
affirmative, declared that, of all the committees he had been on, 
he had never attended more than two or three. 

Such is the lax discipline of the Bengal army. Yet the men 
are naturally so martial, and at the same time so docile and so 
.gentlemanly, that their efficiency is unimpaired by it, and they are 
.undoubtedly the finest Sep4his in India. 
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June l7th. — ^Will you believe that in this weather, with the 
rains just setting in and the thermometer at 01^ in our cool sit- 
ting-room, C. has just received an order to return all the extra 
tents which he got for his men f In all regiments one tent is 
allotted to each company ; but Lord Hardinge chooses to allow 
only lialf that number to the Frontier Brigade, and as they have 
no huts, 0. retained the full number of tents, which he had ^ot 
possession of before this absurd order came. By the end of wis 
month he expects his regiment will be raised to its full comple- 
ment, 800 rank and file, who are to be crammed into five tents, 
each tent being fitted to hold only eighty men. 

Dr. Walker, the surgeon of the regiment, has made an official 
report to my husband of the great hardships the men have suf- 
fered from being exposed to the heat and sand-storms in tents, and 
from having no hospital. It has produced numerous cases of 
ophthalmia. Even the sick have no shelter but a tent ; a dust- 
storm comes and blows it down, and they are left exposed till the 
morning ; and remark, moreover, that after authorizing Ehalasis, 
Lord Hardinge has withdrawn them, so that there is no one to 
take care of or pitch the tents. Dr. Walker is in temporary 
charge of the 7 1st Native Infantry, who are properly Bhelteredy 
and he gave the following abstract of the state of the two 
regiments, showing the suffering entailed on our poor men. 

The daily average in hospital for the week ending June llth, 
71st Native Infantry, 13^ ; 4th Frontier Brigade, 26. 

The ratio per cent (the 7 1st having its full complement) was, 
7 1st Native Infantry, If per cent; 4th Frontier Brigade, 4 per 
cent 

In the 7 1st hospital there is only one case of ophthalmia, 
caused by an accident In the 4th regiment of Frontier-Brigade 
hospital, there are six cases of ophualmia, none arising fromi 
accident 
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JuNB 18, 1847. — ^Poor Jacob was taken suddenly very ill yes- 
terday, with violent fever, and I brieve to say he is not any better 
to-day, although there has been a favourable change in the weather, 
•the first rain having fallen last niffht, and some more this morn- 
ing. As, however, the hot wind has disappeared, we can no longer 
«i8e the Tatties, and are therefore hotter in the house (the ther- 
mometer is 91^), tliough at the same time we have the pleasure of 
having most of our windows open. Wo had a fresh breease until 
len o'clock, which was a great comfort 

June 19th. — ^Yesterday the hot wind came back, so it was cool 
«nd comfortable in the house. We were in great anxiety about 
poor Jacob, but to-day he seems decidedly better, though still very 
seriously ill. Three native officers are now sitting in this very 
room in committee, upon a brass dish of flour, which is placed at 
their feet One of Uiem is the old senior Sub&d&r I told you of; 
another is a Hindu, with only a little moustache, fat and sleek as a 
banker (I think he must be of their caste) ; the third is a very 
intelligent-looking man, with high marked features, a Sikh. 0. is 
just now making a speech, to which the Chowdri listens with his 
eyes cast up like a martyr, the Havildar Major with his eyes cast 
down like a schoolboy hearing his next neighbour fearfully lec- 
tured, and the three officers wiOi much attention, and I hope edifi- 
cation. 

The Havildar Major amused me by making what I supposed was 
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a statement of facta, and when he had finished, curling up all hia 
toes backwards. You cannot imagine what an expressive lustion 
it was. 

Three diflferent kinds of flour are made from the same wheat. 
The wheat is ff round between two stones; the coarsest part, whicn 
makes brown bread, is called ^ Attah,*^ and is that on which the 
people principally live; the finest, which is very white, and reduced 
to an almost impalpable powder, is called "Maid&;" and .the 
most precious of m1, which is merely the heart of the wheat, whiich 
from its hardness, instead of being reduced to powder is more likis 
very fine grain, is called Suji. Their relative value a little time 
since was exactly 3, 6, and 7. Three sirs of Suji being worth 
seven of Attah. We now get 221 sirs of Attaii for the jupee. 
The sir is equal to a quart Sugar is almost as dear as in EJngland, 
about 1^ sir of sugar candy, or 8 .of very fine soft sugar, JK>r tii0 
rupee. There is no loaf sugar. 

C. was obliged to go the other day to his Adjutant's wedding: 
I declined on account of the heat It is quite k rindienne, for Uiey 
only met three times before they engaged themselves. Mr. B., the 
Chaplain, who was deprived of his ncence for a time for licensing . 
the marriage of a lady with her own brother-in-law, is so scrupur 
lous in unimportant points, that he insisted on this unfortunate 
pair being married before twelve o'clock. Imagine such a thing 
in this weather. Th.ere was a breakfast with quantities of cham- 
pagne, and from which 0. escaped as soon as ne could, and th^ 
evening concluded with a Polka party, which lasted till a^Urdauna^ 
even the bride remaining until that hour. If any one were .mad0 
to undergo all this, what cruelty and slaverv it would be thought. 

I must give you a trait of Hasdn Kh&n's generosity, and hia 
attachment to my husband. C. happening to mention our debts, 
he asked some questions as to their amount, and then said gravdy, 
'* You must take 200 of my 600 a month until they are paid oflu'' 
When C. replied that he could not think of such a thing, but that 
it was more than many a brother would do, he answered very 
earnestly, ^'Don^t sav such words to me, but take the money.- 
How many of one's mends would offer a third of their income tp 
free one from debt f 

The Niz&m-u-Doulah came this evening in great indignation 
and perplexity, having just received a notification, worded in th^ * 
most uncivil manner, from the Deputy-Commissioner, that, owing 
to instructions from Ii^hore, '* Muhammad Usm(in Kh&n, pen- 
sioner," was to have bis pension stopped till further orders, with- 
. put affording the .smallest clue to the reason of this proqeeding. 
0. promised to write immediately to L&hore on the subject . (Cap- 
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JuNB 18, 1847. — ^Poor Jacob was taken suddenly very ill yes- 
terday, with violent fever, and I grieve to aay he is not any better 
to-day, although there has been a lavourable change in the weather, 
•the first rain having fallen last niffht, and some more this morn- 
ing. As, however, the hot wind has disappeared, we can no longer 
«ise the Tatties, and are therefore hotter in the house fthe ther- 
mometer is 91^), Uiough at the same time we have the pleasure of 
having most of our windows open. Wo had a fresh breeze until 
ien o^clock, which was a great comfort 

June 19th. — ^Yesterday the hot wind came back, so it was cool 
«nd comfortable in the house. We were in great anxiety about 
poor Jacob, but to-day he seems decidedly better, though still very 
seriously ill. Three native officers are now sitting in this very 
room in committee, upon a brass dish of flour, which is placed at 
their feet One of Uiem is the old senior Subdd&r I told you of; 
another is a Hindu, with only a little moustache, fisit and sleek as a 
banker (I think he must be of their caste) ; the third is a very 
intelligent-looking man, with high marked features, a Sikh. 0. is 
just now making a speech, to which the Chowdri listens with his 
eyes cast up like a martyr, the Havildar Major with his eyes cast 
down like a schoolboy hearing his next neighbour fearfully lec- 
tured, and the three officers wiUi much attention, and I hope edifi- 
cation. 

The Havildar Major amused me by making what I supposed was 
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a Btatement of facte, and when ho had finished, curling up all his 
toes backwards. You cannot imagine what an ei^reqsive lustion 
it was. 

Three different kinds of flour are made from the same wheat. 
The wheat is ff round between two stones; the coarsest part, whicn 
makes brown bread, is called ^ Attah,*^ and is that on which the 
people principally live; the finest, which is very white, and reduced 
to an almost impalpable powder, is called ''Maid^;** and .the 
most precious of m1, which is merely the heart of the wheat, whiich 
from ite hardness, instead of being reduced to powder is more like 
Tery fine grain, is called Suji. Their relative value a little time 
since was exactly 3, 6, and 7, Three sirs of Suji being worth 
seven of Attah. We now get 221 sirs of Attah for the rupee. 
The sir is equal to a quart Sugar is almost as dear as in £{ngiand, 
about 1^ sir of sugar candy, or 8 of very fine soft sugar, fi>r tho 
rupee. There is no loaf sugar. 

0. was obliged to go the other day to his Adiutant's wedding: 
I declined on account of the heat It is quite k rindienne, for thej 
only met three times before they engaged themselves. Mr. B., ih^ 
Chaplain, who was deprived of his licence for a time for licensing . 
the marriage of a lady with her own brother-in-law, is so scrupur 
lous in unimportant pointe, that he insisted on this unfortunate 
pair being married before twelve o^dock. Imagine such a thing 
m this weather. There was a breakfast with quantities of cham- 
pagne, and from which 0. escaped as soon as ne could, and t^^ 
evening concluded with a Polka party, which lasted till a^Urdavni^ 
even the bride remaining until that hour. If any one were made 
to undergo all this, what cruelty and slaverv it would be thought 

I must give you a trait of Hasdn Kh&n^s generosity, and hi^ 
attachment to my husband. C happening to mention our debtSy 
he asked some questions as to their amount, and then said gravdy, 
" You must take 200 of my 600 a month until they are paid oKP 
When C. replied that he could not think of such a thing, but that 
it was more than many a brother would do, he answered very 
earnestly, *' Don't sav such words to me, but take the money.- 
How many of one's mends would ofier a ^ird of their income tp 
free one from debt ? 

The Niz&m-u-Doulah came this evening in great indignatioii 
and perplexity, having just received a notification, worded in th^ * 
most uncivil manner, from the Deputy-Commissioner, that, owing 
to instructions from Ii^hore, '* Muhammad Usm(in Kh&n, pen- 
sioner,'' was to have his pension stopped till further orders, with- 
. put affording the .smallest clue to the reason of this proceeding. 
0. promised to write immediately to L&hore on the subject . (Cap- 
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JuHS 18, 1847. — ^Poor Jacob was taken suddenly very ill yes- 
terday, with violent fever, and I grieve to say he is not any better 
to-day, although there has been a favourable change in the weather, 
•the first rain having fallen last niffht, and some more this morn- 
ing. As, however, the hot wind has disappeared, we can no longer 
4ise the Tatties, and are therefore hotter in the house f the ther- 
mometer is 91^), tliough at the same time we have the pleasure of 
having most of our windows open. Wo had a fresh breeze until 
ien o^dock, which was a great comfort 

June 19th. — Yesterday the hot wind came back, so it was cool 
«nd comfortable in the house. We were in great anxiety about 
poor Jacob, but to-day he seems decidedly better, though still very 
seriously ill. Three native officers are now sitting in this very 
room in committee, upon a brass dish of flour, which is placed at 
their feet One of Uiem is the old senior Sub&d&r I told you of; 
another is a Hindu, with only a little moustache, fat and sleek as a 
banker (I think he must be of their caste) ; the third is a very 
intelligent-looking man, with high marked features, a Sikh. 0. is 
just now making a speech, to which the Chowdri listens with his 
eyes cast up like a martyr, the Havildar Major with his eyes cast 
down like a schoolboy hearing his next neighbour fearfully lec- 
tured, and the three officers with much attention, and I hope edifi- 
cation. 

The Havildar Major amused me by making what I supposed was 
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tain — ^*B missive was peculiarly insulting from the position of the 
seal (a huge ofiScial seal), stuck at the top, as if it had been a King 
writing to a Euli, common politeness requiring the seal to be 
•placed at the bottom of the page, or at the back of the letter. 

Hasdn Eh&n on hearing of this, although he does not like the 
Nizdm-u-Doulah, expressed great indignation at such treatment, 
and seemed to think no on^s pension was safe under such a Go- 
vernment* . 

Captain 0. took tea with us, and exhorted us not to give up 
hope about our good Jacob, whom the doctor considers in great 
'danger, 

Sunday, June 20th. — ^We sent to beg Mr. Rudolph to pray for 
'Jacob in the congre^tion : his pulse was now soft and intermit- 
tent, though very quick, and his mouth partly open. Late in the 
'evening Mr. Porter and Mr. Rudolph came to see him, and I am 
sure they prayed for him, though he was too weak for them to 
pray with him. He is moved out into the open air every night, 
as he prefers it; but the heat is so extreme, that I can hardly 
'bear to go out even at nine o'clock. I think the house far cooler. 

On Monday night 0. was roused by tlie servants (three or four 
of whom were sleeping or watching round Jacob^ by the alarming 
intelligence that he was quite delirious. We ooth got up and 
found that what they call symptomatic hydrophobia in a slight 
form had set in ; his strength was extraordinary, his teeth clenched, 
-his eyes wild, and he endeavoured to bite tliose near him. 0. spoke 
to him of Jesus, which quieted him ; we gave him Belladonna, and 
you may imagine how earnestly we prayed that Satan might not 
gain any advantage over him. He had but one more slight pa- 
roxysm after this. He would not suffer his dear master to leave 
him, but held him by the hand, and when C. asked if his faith 
were strong in Christ, he squeezed his hand and nodded. He then 
struggled greatly to say something to B4edullah, who was sitting 
by him. He pointed to his heart, and then to heaven, as if ho 
wished to exhort him to believe in Jesus if he would be saved ; and 
full well did B4edullah know his meaning, for when C. asked him 
if he understood what Jacob meant, he answered, **0h yes, this is 
what he has been saying to me for many days." What a happi- 
ness to have spoken so fully and so conscientiously of the only way 
of salvation to those whom we love, that we need only remind them 
of our former exhortations when we come to die I How ^reat 
would have been poor Jacob's anxiety, if he had deferred spe&ng 

* The Niz&m aoon after got back hii pennon, as there was no ground for 
withholding it. 
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to his old friend until sickness prevented him doing so. This was 
Almost the last time he spoke. 

I saw him at four A.M., and at six on Tuesday morning Dr. W., 
finding him greatly exhausted, recommended wine. Dr. C. soon 
after arrived. They wished him to have a vapour bath. Two of 
the bearers, Mrs. Rudolph's tailor, and I, set to work immediately, 
and soon finished a large flannel bag, in which Jacob was put, one 
end tied round his throat, and the other round the neck of a large 

Eitcher of water^ which was set on a portable stove at the foot of 
is bed. The bag was soon filled with steam, and thus he had a 
vapour bath while lying on his bed. He perspired profusely, but 
without any eood result They covered him with two quilts, and 
shut up the doors of the room ; but the fever only increased ; they 
put on a large blister, and at night put another at the back of his 
neck, and gave him an opiate ; but from the moment the homoeo- 
pathic treatment was left ofi" he grew worse, the fever returned, the 
inflammation extended, and the next morning C. roused me about 
half-past three a.m., thinking he was actually dving. 

He lay apparently unconscious, the mouth half open, and breathing 
very hard. We continued giving him arrowroot by spoonfuls every 
two hours, and water every now and then ; he had sometimes great 
difficulty in swallowing, I think from weakness. This little office, 
which a few days before I had performed half shyly, thinking the 
attention from my hand would gratify this faithful servant, I now 
felt to be an honour, for it was ministering to one who was soon to 
be a sharer of Christ's kingdom and glory. 

Quartermaster-Sergeant Wharton, who, as usual, was here at his 
office, fed him more cleverly than any of us, and all the servants 
tended him in a manner which showed how much he had won 
their aflection. The Native doctor of the regiment, who had sat 
up with him all nighty was most sentle and tender to him, — ^much 
more so than Dr. W., who, though kind, had I should think never 
been ill himself, by his ungentle movements. C. had told the ser- 
vants the grounds of our strong confidence that Jacob would soon 
be in glory. 64edullah assented to everything his master said, as 
a matter of course. Vazird, the bearer, listened earnestly, but 
spoke not ; while the poor old Khaldsi answered in a melancholy 
tone, ** We are only khidmatgars ; we are only khidmatgars (ser- 
vants^ ; what should we know ?" The two doctors said all must 
soon DC over, and left I think the efiect of the opiate wore off, 
for there was more intelligence in the eye ; and he seemed to see 
us, and to hear the texts which we spoke distinctly in his ear, in 
hope of giving him support and comfort, but he could give no other 
sign. 
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We sat by the bed Alternately or togetheir till about eleveQ or 
twelve o'clock, when C. persuaded me to lie down. Hasan Eh&n 
■came, and nearly shed tears. 0. told him how it was that we 
knew Jacob's salvation to be secured ; and i^n expression passed 
across the A%h&n's face, as if ,he did not feel himself in a ^tate of 
safety. As O. left the room, he followed him, and said earnestly^ 
^ Read to him out of your book ; it will do him good ; read to him 
from your book." C. explained, that although he had not been 
reading, yet he had been repeating short passages from that Holy 
Book, wbioh satisfied Hasan Ehku. I slept a little on the sofa, for 
I was very weary, till C. bade me come quickly. The hard breath- 
ing had become softer, the pulse lower, ^nd just as I got to his 
b^ide, the eye fixed, and with a gentle sigh our good faithful 
Jacob breathed his last on earth. 0. said, ^ Jacob is in heayen,** 
but I could hardly believe he was gone ; only the chest was quite 
still The Native doctor and bearer both wept ; 0. closed his eyes, 
and we bound up the falling jaw, and then I came away t^iat they 
might straighten the limbs. The kind Sergeant washed and dressed 
the poor emaciated body. 

I had been reading the Hymns on Death in Montgomery's 
^ OhrisUan Psalmist," while sitting by him in the morning, and 
that one— ^ 

^In Yfdn our fanoy tries to painty 
The moment after death,** 

expressed exactly our feelings. There was pothing but joy when 
we thought of him who was once our servant, now being ^ son 
and heir of God, entered into his inheritance, apd walking ^i^ 
Christ in glory. ^ His name shall no more be called Jacob, but 
Israel,^ a Prince with Ood ; but for us, no one can tell how we 
shall miss his cheerful, loving service — ^his watchfulness for pur 
'Comfort and interest — his hearty sympathy with us, and all whom 
we lovedr— and his constant reference to the things of Ood. Some- 
times he would bring a hymn to show me ; sometimes a passage 
of Scripture which he did not fully understand ; he was unwearied in 
endeavouring to make known the Gospel to all the servants, and to 
every one imo came within his reach ; ^nd he had won the love of 
all of our people by his kindness and helpfulness. There was only 
one inconsistency I had ever remarked in his Christian character, 
and that was too much attention to dress; but since he rejoined 
us, it had :several times struck me how entirely this had disap- 
peared. 

Some of the texts wherewith we endeavour^ ito comfort him 
were : — ^ Let not your heart be troubled," ^c, John xiv. 1-^-4 ; 
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^ Fear not, theo, thou worm Jacob,^ &c ; and '* When thou pass- 
est through the waters, I will be with Uiee,** &c ; ** Behold the 
Lamb of God, who taketh away the sins of the world ;^ " Who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ f <kc. dec. Near the last, 
one of us was almost always with him, thinking that it might be 
a pleasure to him to see always one whom he loved dose to him. 
The last book he had been reading was the ''Life of Harriet 
Newell,'' and in it we found a copy of an unfinished letter to his 
brother-in-law, which he must have written a day or two before 
he was taken ill. I will copy most of it for you : — 

'^ I am happj to say my dear master keep prayers twice a day 

my time passes more pleasantly than ever. I read and 

conversing with my fellowHstervants, who I am sonj to say they 
are all heathens and Mamodons (Muhammadans). I am been 
sick about fortnight, and had 4 dozen leeches, so I am fiufiering 
with pain, sometime is better, sometime is worse, but I do not 
know whether my time is si hand. Therefore our duty to watdh 
and pray always — 'the day will soon come, and you will see, 1 Cor. 
chap. XV. ver. 52, Mn a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at 
the last trump, for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall he 
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.' When the followr- 
ers of the Lamb are collected from the east and west, from the 
north and south, then that blessed Lord come to judge the world| 
and there is no scape from Him. He will judge us according to 
our works, therefore my dear Peter, this is a time to go to Jesus, 
who died on the tree for our sins, so let we all go to Him only. 
I am absent from church 2 or 8 Sabbaths on count of illness, so I 
went to church last Sunday. Pray do go to visit my dear sister 
often. Oh, that Jesus would support her under all her trials — ^we 
are poor diildren wandering in this wilderness without parents. 
So I begin to think I am a very sinful man, so I myself looking to 
Jesus where is mv resting place, that is to say, where is my sweet 
grave f ' O deatL, where is thy sting 1 O grave, where is thy 
victory 1 The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the 
law ; but thanks be to God which giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.' ..... I am nothing to say the kindness 

of Captain and Mrs. M. towards me Can it be possible that 

I should never see you in this world ? Have we then parted to 
meet no more this side eternity ? We probably have. But what 
is this short reparation ? nothing when compared to eternal sepa- 
ration, which will take place at the last day between the friends 
and enemies of Jesus. My dear Peter, listen, I entreat you, to a 
brother who loves you, who ardently wishes for your everlasting 
happiness. Make we friend of sinners your friend, now wbiile an 
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opportunity is presented. Obi let not the adyersary of souls 
cneat you out of an interest in the Saviour. I hope we shall meet 
again, even in this world. Such be not, I hope we shall meet in 
heaven after death, no more to part But we never shall, unless 
our hearts are renewed, and we made the friends of Immanuel in 

this present life May Lord bring you all out of Popery, to 

the Church of Christ." 

All that I have changed in this has been the spelling of a few 
words ; the style is untouched : you will see how well he wrote 
English. By-the-by, when the front of his head was shaved, we 
were both struck with its fine intellectual conformation. Is not 
this letter a precious testimony of his faith ? I wrote to good 
Captain C, who came as early as it was possible that evening, 
and both rejoiced and wept with us. 

A young half-caste — a soldier's son who attends the Mission 
school — came to me for medicine, and I took him in to see this 
now empty temple of the Holy Ghost ; and C. spoke earnestly to 
him in Hindust&ni on the only way of salvation. They had 
brought the coffin, and we all helped to lift the body into it I 
put a clean pillow-case on Jacob's own little pillow, and we rested 
his head on it They brought me a large plantain leaf, with 
nearly all the remaining flowers in the garden, and we put them 
on his breast, and over his body. I had taken a last grasp of his 
hand before; it was now quite. cold. Captain C, dear C, and 
the servants, then lifted the coffin on to Uie little Charpai, and 
carried the whole into the open air. It was a satisfaction to per- 
form these last offices with our own hands ; and the next morning 
my dear husband nailed up the coffin himself. The face was still 
unchanged. Hasan Eh4n came again in the afternoon, and ear- 
nestly entreated C. by no means to allow the body to remain in 
the house all night ; but when he found him immovable, although 
he told him that all bad things came to a corpse, meaning evil 
spirits (little knowing how the Lord watches over the tabernacle 
of his saints), in the height of his friendship he valiantly said he 
would come and watch it himself. He would no doubt have 
come armed to the teeth, if C. had not told him that we meant to 
spend the evening in considering the word of Qod and in prayer. 

The servants were evidently full of superstitious fears, and the 
old Khal4si was overheard saying to another, ^* When he departed 
one of the Bamboos which supported the Jhamps (t. e, a kind of 
screen of matting) was carried away," evidently believing that the 
soul had carried away the stick. **Yes," said the other, **and 
what is more, all the Bamboos fell down." The fact was, that a 
little whirlwind came which blew down one of the Jhamps. The 
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cliapter we happened to read to-day was Isaiah 67 ; nothing could 
be more appropriate, if we remember what Owen says, that '' The 
righteous is taken away not only from the evils of judgments, but 
from that of temptation and sin, which ofltimes proves the worst 
of the two ;** that he did '* enter into peace,*' or go in peace, is our 
firm belief. Captain C. stayed with us all the evenmg, and the 
next morning at five o'clock the funeral took place. The Quarter- 
Master Sergeant, Wharton, who said he was so accustomed to 
such scenes, that he felt quite ashamed of not feeling Jacob's 
death aa he ought^ the Sergeant-Major, and two other Artillery- 
men bore the coffin. The Stafi'-Sergeant said, immediately on 
hearing of it, that he was sure a Company of Artillery would be 
too glad to volunteer their attendance to show their respect for 
Jacob's character, but C. thought it befit to decline this. Muham- 
mad Hasan E[h&n came with Abdulrahm&n, son of a brother-in- 
law of the Nizdm-u-Doulah, who out of respect arrived counting 
his beads, and repeating the prayers for the dead, so that he 
would not even shake hands with C. I put on a white dress, 
feeling that there ought to be nothing gloomy about Jacob's fune- 
ral, and a black silk scarf over my hei^. Major Fisher, and the 
two doctors, and good Captain C. came; Mr. Porter was the 
Minister on the occasion. The chapel was filled ; many of our 
servants and of Hasan Eh4n'8 attendants were present, as well as 
the orphans. Muhammad Hasan Khan and Abdulrahmdn sat on 
each side of me, the former ofiered to kneel when we did, but C. 
motioned to hira to sit still. Abdulrahm&n sat with his fingers in 
his ears the whole time ; yet even on him the impression was so 
far favodrable from the simplicity of the worship, that he remarked 
to Hasan Khdn when it was all over, '* After all there is not much 
difference between us and them." At any rate he saw that we 
were not idolaters. Mr. Porter read the 15th Corinthians, ex- 
pounding as he went on. That beautiful chapter. never seemed to 
be so full of beauty and comfort before. A hymn was sung and 
Mr. R. prayed. 

We Uien resumed our march to the little burying-grouhd. C. 
helped to lower the head into its last resting-place until it shall rise 
again in dory. Then Bishop Heber's Hymn, *' Thou art gone to 
the grave," was sung, that and the whole service being in Hindu- 
stani, and it was all over. I gave each of the four sergeants a copy 
of McCheyne's " This do in remembrance of me ;" writing in it^ 
'^ In memory of Jacob Augustine, who fell asleep in Jesus June 
23rd, 1847,'' telling them that I had given one to him, and had 
found it in his desk after his death. Captam C. stayed to break- 
hBi and dine with us, which was a great comfort. The Bani came 
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on. that Teiy evening. Hasan Eh&n showed sudi i;eal feeling, thai 
his visits were quite comforting. 

In the afternoon the hills were distinctly visible from our house, 
and a most beautiful sight they were, the highest range capped with 
snow, and appearing quite near, though more than 200 miles dis- 
tant 0. took me out for a drive. Ip the night we had a tremen- 
dous storm of thunder, lightning, wind and rain, and we heard next 
morning that C.'s poor men hcd been obliged to hold on outside 
the tents while it lasted, to prevent them from being blown down 
upon them. It is great cruelty keeping them in tents at such a 
season, particularly in Lord Hardinge, who being an old soldier, 
must have some idea of ivhat a tent is. Dr. McO. visited our 
hospital tents the other day, and was so shocked at the suffering 
and discomfort, that he offered a vacant ward in his hospital for 
their accommodation, and I am happy to say they are now there, 
with cool and lofty shelter, and with accommodation for the native 
doctors and attendants, and room for the medicines, of all which 
there was an utter want before. Dr. Handyside, of ^ Tait's Horse," 
on visiting them one-day with the Regimental Surgeon, Dr. Walker, 
found those who had bhsteis on, with the blister completely drewed 
Vfith 8and. 

June 29th. — ^The change in the weather is most delightful, we 
can now so out before sunset, and I have only used the Phankah 
once for Sie last six days. It rains every day, sometimes furiously, 
but part of the day has always been fine. It is pleasant to see a 
varied clouded sky as at home. I am very much pleased with the 
climate of Loodiana, which is considered one of the most healthy 
in India. Almost every one pitied me as we came up the country 
for going to ^ such a wretched station ;" but I have seen no place 
I ahould prefer to it. It is only a few days that the thermometer 
has been 90^ or 91^ in the house, the average has been 85^ (with 
Tattis and Phankah of course), which is by no means unpleasant ; 
the mornings have always been cool enough to go out before sun- 
rise, and the nights have been very bearable after ten o'clock. We 
have had no Phankah at night. In Bengal, the hot weather acts 
in two months sooner ; the nights are often most oppressive, and 
the dose stifling heat directly it ceases pouring, is not only most 
unpleasant but very unhealthy. The rains are the unhealthy season 
throughout the lower provinces. But the height of the thermome- 
ter really gives one no idea whatever of the heat one feels. The 
other mominff it was so chilly that I sent for a light shawl at 
breakfast, yet it was 70^. It is now 82^, a cloudy day with fresh 
breeze, a most pleasant temperature. We are sitting with all the 
doors and windowa open, it is so cool — and though during that 
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dreadful heat on board ship when we were becalmed, the thermom^ 
ter was only 86^, yet I never felt so suffocated. 

The Loodiana landscape is ^aUy improved by the sudden ap- 
pearance of ponds in all directions — some of the roads were impas- 
sable the other evenine, having been turned into brooks, and the 
appearance of some of Uie great open spaces in and near the town 
was exactly that of the sea-shore, when the tide is out^ the sand 
being ribbed by the water and interspersed with pools. I took a 
walk on the great sandy plain at the back of our house, which is 
now firm and pleasant to the foot, and felt quite inclined to look 
for the sea. Sergeant Wliarton has given me a little Scotch terrier 
only five months old, which being bred in this country, will I hope 
live. His name is Nelson, by common consent contracted into 
'' Nel," and he is the most loving little thine I ever saw, who fol- 
lows my every step, and is never happy unless he is lying close to 
my or C.'s feet He is a great friend of our huge bull-mastiff 
** Bow-wow," 

Mr. Janvier returned from his missionary expedition on Saturday. 
He had much difficulty in getting home, on account of the water, 
and his buggy is still on the other side of the Nallah. He dined 
with us yesterday, and told me a good deal about the temperance 
cause, which has gained such a footing in Ameridia that hardly one 
Evangelical Christian in five hundred has any intoxicating liquors 
in his house. Ho says he is convinced it will spread in like manner 
among the Christians of Britain, and chiefly on this around, ** Not 
to eat meat or drink wine, or anything whereby a brotner stumbleth 
or is offended, or is made weak.'* On this ground it is surely our 
duty, whatever our position, ladies and children as well as men, to 
do ail in our power to promote this good cause. Mr. Janvier onoo 
preached a temperance sermon on tlie text, '* Drink no longer water, 
<kc.,'* in which he showed that Timothy was so entirely a total 
abstinence man as to require the admonition of his father Paul to 
induce him to take a little wine, even when he was sick, and needed 
it as a medicine. Then consider that distillation was not discovered 
until long after the Christian era, and you will see that no Scriptural 
text relating to wine can be adduced in favour of our present wines, 
which are half alcohol ; and if even the old Jewish wine was a 
" mocker,'* so roust every kind of fermented liquor be. I am sure 
the missionaries here could never go through the labour they do, 
particularly the exposure to the sun and Bieizar preaching, if they 
drank either wine or strong drink. 

I was telling Mr. Janvier that Mr. Rudolph did not know what 
the polka was, which to me, who had been so weary of hearing of 
it, was a cause of envy. He said that, having been brought up ia 
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• a piouB family, lie had never seen any of these things, and did not 
' even know what kind of dance a waltz was. He said there were 

• many in America in a similar state of happy ignorance. I should 
suppose from what he told us that American Christians are more 
separate from worldly ways and worldly society than the majority 
of even real Christians in England. He says that even in general 
society there is less dissipation in the way of going out than there 
used to be, and that it was never carried to such a heifirht as it is 
in England, many worldly families wholly avoiding balls, drc 

July Srd, 1847. — We have had no rain for two or three days, it 
is therefore very hot again ; thermometer 89^ in the day. But it 
is very pleasant when we drive out at night, neither is the heat in 
the daytime that close damp heat which I expected it would be. 
Two Punjabis called here the other day with a letter from the Sir- 
dar Lena Sing, askiug for C.*s interest in a cause which is now 

before Captain ^'s court One, a Mussalman, is Lena Sing's 

Munshi, a very clever-looking man, with a remarkably fine forehead 
and rather handsome features, but such a crafty, false expression 
and manner I His companion was a Sikh. C. explained the mani- 
fold writer to them. I had just been using it ; so they inquired if 
I really wrote with it, and on receiving an affirmative answer they 
exclaimed, '^ Wonderful that such science should be in a woman 1" 
C. took the opportunity of impressing upon them some wholesome 
facts. ** We educate our women," he said, ** that thoy may be good 
wives and good mothers ; for a man can hardly be a good roan 
without a good mother, and, from being taught a pure rehgion, our 
women remain pure-minded, and are not like the women of this 
country, whose minds are polluted with vice.*' The Munshi agreed 
as to the general principle, but omitted all notice of the |wre 
religion. 

I have lately seen some very droll Americanisms in the ''Pres- 
byterian," an excellent paper. A writer is styled ^ a very handsome 
author," meaning a good and clever one, and quite irrespective of 
his appearance, whidi may be the reverse of comely. A clergy- 
man says, he ^ hails " from such a place, a very nautical metaphor. 
Things are ^ loaned," not lent. A minister advocating temperance 
said, that " families would be happified ;" another gravely relates 
that he felt or looked ** solemncholy," and '' wratby." "Avails" is 
used for proceeds or profits ; and a writer says he does not know 
if Jenny Lind intends to sing '^ on her own hook ;" and a minister 
offers to take '* the stump." 

An order has lately been received from head-quarters, stating 
that the men transferred from the Umballa Police liattalion, old 
soldiers of four or five years' standing, are to be paid om recruits^- — 
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a great injosiice to them, and venr small Baying to the Government 
Lord Hvdinge has disbanded between 20,000 and 80,000 men ; 
among others, a Sikh battalion of Artillery, ^uc^ raised, the men of 
which were real Sikhs, that people being particularly good artil- 
lerymen. C has got about thirty of them. Another was the 
Bandlekand L^on, a very fine body who volunteered for service 
in Sind, when the regiments of the line mutinied and refused. 
Another was the Shekawatti Brigade, which was almost entirely 
composed of robbers. They made excellent soldiers, and now being 
let loose will doubtless make better and more daring robbers than 
over. When we wore at Agra a certain potty llaJAh had just boon 
rescued from the gaol there by a party of desperate followers of his, 
and no sooner was the Shekawatti brigade quite out of the way 
than this very individual and his men made a darinff attack on 
the Conunissariat at Nasirabad, which had been thus left defence- 
less, killed the feeble guard of Sepahis, and carried off all the money 
in the treasury. Reductions oi this kind have never been made 
without the whole number disbanded being raised affain from 
necessity, in a very short time. But there is what l£r. 0. calls 
** financial pressure.*^ 

Last night we drove into the great Serai for native travellers. 
It is a very large one-storied quadrangle of low rooms, each with 
a separate door opening into the court. It is entered by an arched 
gateway, with a recess or chamber on each side for the guard in 
troublous times, and with a chamber above for the watch to look 
out There was an interesting scene within. Hindus and Mu- 
hammadans all peaceably toother, but sitting apart from each 
other ; some cooking, some lighting or fanning Uieir fires, some 
lying on thoir clmrpais, some feeding their cattle. Hero were 
patient camels ; tlioro, little rough, wretched-looking ponies, or a 
magnificent pair of stately white oxen, rather the worse for a lone 
journey. Two Mussalmdnswere praying on the housetop, with 
their figures in strong relief against the glowing evening sky ; a 
party of travellers were just proceeding on their journey in 
covered bullock carts, and a strong scent of sandal-wood from one 
comer told that there were women within ; while two Faqirs were 
melodiously chanting some monotonous song, and receiving alms 
from the temporary inmates of the Serai. The great Muham- 
madan sovereigns used to build magnificent Serais all along their 
trunk roads, partly out of policy for the encouragement of mer- 
chants or the shelter of their troops, and partly as a meritorions 
act of charity. Each traveller pays two pice a night, fi>r which a 
diaip&i is provided for him, and his food is cooked, he providing 
the food and fuel. Those who are very poor and sleep on the 
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• a piouB family, lie had never seen any of these things, and did not 
' even know what kind of dance a waltz was. He said there were 
' many in America in a similar state of happy ignorance. I should 
suppose from what he told us that American Christians are more 
separate from worldly ways and worldly society than the majority 
of even real Christians in England. He says that even in general 
society there is less dissipation in the way of going out than there 
used to be, and that it was never carried to such a heifi^ht as it is 
in England, many worldly families wholly avoiding baUs, drc 

July Srd, 1847. — We have had no rain for two or three days, it 
IS therefore very hot again ; thermometer 80^ in the day. But it 
is very pleasant when we drive out at night, neither is the heat in 
the daytime that close damp heat which I expected it would be. 
Two Punjabis called here the other day with a letter from the Sir- 
dar Lena Sing, asking for C.'s interest in a cause which is now 

before Captain ^*s court. One, a Mussalman, is Lena Sing's 

Munshi, a very clever-looking man, with a remarkably fine forehead 
. and rather handsome features, but such a crafty, false expression 
and manner 1 His companion was a Sikh. C. explained the mani- 
fold writer to them. I had just been using it ; so they inquired if 
I really wrote with it, and on receiving an affirmative answer they 
exclaimed, *^ Wonderful that such science should be in a woman l** 
C. took the opportunity of impressing upon them some wholesome 
facts. ^ We educate our women," he said, ** Uiat they may be good 
wives and good mothers ; for a man can hardly be a good roan 
without a good mother, and, from being taught a pure religion, our 
women remain pure-minded, and are not like the women of this 
country, whose minds are polluted with vice." The Munshi agreed 
as to the general principle, but omitted all notice of the pure 
religion, 

I have lately seen some very droll Americanisms in the '* Pres- 
byterian," an excellent paper. A writer is styled *' a very handsome 
author," meaning a good and clever one, and quite irrespective of 
his appearance, which may be the reverse of comely. A clergy- 
man says, he ^ hails " from such a place, a very nautical metaphor. 
Things are ^ loaned," not lent A minister advocating temperance 
said, that ^' families would be happificd ;" another gravely relates 
that he felt or looked '* solemncholy," and ** wrathy." ^* Avails" is 
used for proceeds or profits ; and a writer says he does not know 
if Jenny Lind intends to sing ^ on her own hook ;" and a minister 
offers to take ** the stump." 

An order has lately been received from head-quarters, stating 
that the men transferred from tbe Umbulla Police liattalion, old 
soldiers of four or five years' standing, are to be paid as recruits^-. — 
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a great injustice to them, and veir small saving to the Government 
Lord Hardinge has disbanded between 20,000 and 80,000 men ; 
among others, a Sikh battalion of Artillery, ^uc^ raised, the men of 
which were real Sikhs, that people being particularly good artil- 
lerymen. C. has got about thirty of them. Another was the 
Bandlekand L^on, a very fine body who volunteered for service 
in Sind, when the regiments of the line mutinied and refused. 
Another was the Shekawatti Brigade, which was almost entirely 
composed of robbers. They made excellent soldiers, and now being 
let loose will doubtless make better and more daring robbers than 
over. When we wore at Agra a certain potty llajah had just boon 
rescued from the gaol there by a party of desperate followers of his, 
and no sooner was the Shekawatti brigade quite out of the way 
than this very individual and his men made a daring attack on 
the Commissariat at Nasirabad, which had been thus left defence- 
less, killed the feeble guard of Sepahis, and carried ofi^ all the money* 
in the treasury. Reductions oi this kind have never been made 
without the whole number disbanded being raised again from 
necessitv, in a very short time. But there is what Mx. 0. calls 
** financial pressure.'* 

Last nignt we drove into the great Serai for native travellers. 
It is a very large one-storied quadrangle of low rooms, each with 
a separate door opening into the court. It is entered by an arched 
gateway, with a recess or chamber on each side for the guard in 
troublous times, and with a chamber above for the watch to look 
out There was an interesting scene within. Hindus and Mu- 
hammadans all peaceably together, but sitting apart from each 
other ; some cooking, some lighting or fanning their fires, some 
lying on their charpais, some feeding their cattle. Hero were 
patient camels ; there, little rough, wretched-looking ponies, or a 
magnificent pair of stately white oxen, rather the worse for a long 
journey. Two Mussalmdns ' were praying on the housetop, witn 
their figures in strong relief against the glowing evening sky ; a 
party of travellers were just proceeding on their journey in 
covered bullock carts, and a strong scent of sandal-wood from one 
corner told that there were women within ; while two Faqirs were 
melodiously chanting some monotonous song, and receiving alms 
from the temporary inmates of the Serai. The great Muham- 
madan sovereigns used to build magnificent Serais all along their 
trunk roads, partly out of policy for the encouragement of mer- 
chants or the shelter of their troops, and partly as a meritorious 
act of charity. Each traveller pavs two pice a night, for which a 
diarp&i is provided for him, and his food is cooked, he providing 
the food and fuel; Those who are very poor and sleep on the 
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ffround instead of on a charp&i, pay only one pice, or lesd than a 
halfpenny. Choukedars, or watchmen, move about all night to 
prevent wefts. 

After tea, C. and I, attracted by the lovely moonlight, took a 
walk round our premises. Our horses, four in number, were tied 
to trees in front of their stables, and all the servants, except two 
or three who have houses in the city, sleep on their charp4is in the 
open air, my Ayah among them. We threaded our way gently 
through them, and found one or two who are very poor, sleeping 
on the ground, so that our night's walk will get them a present of 
charp4is — ^for they are likely to get fever without any. In one 
verandah the bearer sleeps with Bow-wow, our great dog, chained 
to a pillar. near him; on the other side is the guard, so that we 
can leave our doors open. 

Thursday, 8th July, 1847.— We had a delightful drive on Tues- 
day evening after the rain, and met the Shahzadeh Teimur taking 
the air in a state Nalki, or royal palanquin, like those we saw at 
Dehli, in which he was sitting cross-legged, preceded by divers 
runners, some in scarlet, and others with blue caps, and followed 
by some horsemen. It formed a pretty, gay-looking procession* 
He is rather a fine-looking man, and made us two most amiable 
salams. A little ftirther wo met a young Mussalm&n with a very 
pretty bird, called a Byera, on his finger. We stopped the buggy, 
and It came on my hand. It was about the size of a larjge bull- 
finch, with a bright yellow top-knot and breast. He was teaching 
it to catch Kauris ; letting one fall, the bird catches it in the air. A 
little further we passed a poor man begging by the wayside. Both 
his hands had been cut off and his nose slit, as a punishment, 
whether just or not it is impossible to say. Thus, in this short 
drive, we saw three things that would be considered *^ sights ** at 
home. 

I told you of Hasan Ehdn offering C. a third of his monthly 
pension. He actually brought the 200 rupees, and very nearly 
cried, he was so vexed when 0. assured him that it was quite 
impossible for him to accept it It was really worth while having 
a debt, that one may learn the difference between one man and 
another. Our evening drives through the city always divert me. 
The whole population is out of doors, either sleeping, or smoking, 
or roasting and fanning ICabobs. They use so little fire that they 
are obliged to fan it all the time, and our S4is has hard work in 
clearing the way of people, children, and cattle, the latter of whom 
lie down in the very middle of the road. It is no wonder to me 
that almost all Indian officers are in debt, for few of tbem seem to 
deny themselves, anything they are inclined for. The Adjutant| 
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who has just married a penniless girl, has eight horses ; another 
officer, on 600 rupees a month, keeps two carriagesi To mj great 
amusement I find it is not uncommon fbr officers to pride them- 
selves on their skill in fnaking particular dishes. 

Some of our rooms having leaked a little, eight poor little Etili 
children, both boys and girls, were employed all day carrying earth 
in small baskets on their heads to the top of the house, to make 
it water-tight They are paid three or four kouris for every basket- 
ful. There are sixty kouris to a pice, which is rather more than a 
farthine; but in the evening we gave them a rupee as bakshish, 
with which they were overjoyed. 

Captain C, who Came to tea, caught a locust, the first of these 
beautiful creatures that I have seen distinctly. The body and legs 
are covered with alternate bands of the most brilliant green and 
yellow ; and when the sun shines on a flight of them, the effect is 
said to be magnificent A beautiful insect appears in great abun-* 
dance afler the fii^t tains \ it is something like a large short legged 
spider, with six legs, but of the colour and appearance of bright 
scarlet silk velvet. The native name of it is Inr hakattu 

Instead of being able to buy things ready-niade in the Bazdr, 
one generally has to send for a man to come to the house and 
make thetu. Two Kulis have been all day making door-mats. 
They stick four begs into the ground, and fasten two bamboos to 
them, thtis formitlg a frame on which they work the mat I have 
had also some cotton cleaned. Vou biiy it dirty, and a man comes 
with a thing somewhat like a bow ; the wooden part is slung to 
the roof of the verandah, and the cotton is brought against the 
string, which is made to vibrate forcibly by striking it with a piece 
of wood, the cotton is thus thoroughly sifted and divided. I 
wanted a tin box soldered, for in the rains everything must be 
carefully packed in cloth or fiannel, atid then in tin. A KOli 
came and formed a little furnace close to the verandah, by lights 
ing a very stnall fire of charcoal, makiUff a little hole about two 
feet distant for the nose of his bellows (which were made of the 
skin of a goat, with a slit at the back, which he alternately opened 
and closed), and connecting the bellows and fire by a little under- 
ground passage. I was quite pleased with this simple, ingenious 
contrivance. 

July 0th. — ^Mr. Janvier told us, that when he was at Simla, a few 
weeks since, he and a brother Miissionary in bad health went to the 
house of the Rev. Mr. W., a Church of Ehgland missionary, to join 
in public worship on the Sabbath. To their astonishment and grie( 
they found all the repairs of his house going on, and workmen in 
fiill activity, as if it had been a we^-dajr. Mr« J« felt it his duty to 



192 . FATING THS REGIMENT. 

write to bim on the subject, especially as even public works bad 
been lately suspended on the Sabbath ; but he has as yet received 
no answer, and does not much expect one. 

Hasan Kh&n's Peshhidmat came yesterday, to announce that a 
son had just been bom to his master ; and when we expressed our 
satisfiEU^on, he said, ^ Qlad I of course you are glad; who is to be 
glad if you are not?" and then wished that I might be equally 
fortunate — a wish that Hasan Eh&u himself made me a few days 
ago, when we told him of the birth of dear L.'s little son. It 
reminded me of Laban's blessing to his sister Rebecca. He sent 
me some sweetmeats in the afternoon ; among them were some 
excellent sugar-plums, that we thought were made of pistachio nuts, 
but which we found were channa, a kind of field pea, on which 
the horses are fed. 

C. has been engaged the whole day pa3ang about 460 of his men. 
It has been a curious scene. They came about 10 a. m., and a fine 
set of men they are, mostly tall. Four ofiicers came with them ; 
one, a Sikh, looked very droll in his English uniform, with very 
short white trouse^'s with straps, a long beard, Jewish physiognomy, 
and yellow and purple turban. The men were mostly in their 
'*hal^mounting,'' or undress, blue jacket, white dhoti (or dotli 
which serves mstead of trousers), and red skull-caps, round which 
many of them had bound cloths of all colours, to protect ihem from 
the sun. They filled all the verandahs, and sat under all the trees 
they could find. I saw a group of perhaps fifteen or twenty, with 
one scarlet umbrella in the midst of them, flattering themselves, I 
suppose, that its mere vicinity was of some use. The money-baes, 
which I keep in a great red sea chest in our bed room, were brou^t 
out ; the four native officers sat on chairs against the wall, some 
with one foot drawn up on the chair, and the non-commissioned 
officers sat on the floor and counted out the money. I occasionally 
went to spy them through the blinds. Those who had received 
their pay seemed quite astonished at the sight of rupees, they had 
been so long without any. One huge Sikh reminded me very much 
of a hairy merchant seaman ; he had a loose blue jacket^ and 
though his trousers were rather too tight for a tar, yet altogether he 
had much the look of one. 

We drove out this morning with the intention of paying Hasan 
Kh&n a visit, but on roacbiug his house wo hoard such a noise of 
musicians within, that we went on to the '* Fil Ehana," where the 
Government elephants are kept, close to the fort Here we got 
out, and walked among them. . I thought how much interested 
our children would have been at seeing such a number of theso 
huge creatures, each peaceably feeding on a little slope, with hia 
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(aoe towards his keeper's hut ; most of them beinff fiutened by so 
small a rope that it could only serve as a hint that ne was expected 
to stay there. We saw one which they said was eleven feet high. 
Another who was pointed out to us as the most sagacious of all, 
is only thirty years old, and therefore not come to his full strength ; 
he had such a crafty, wise, wizened &ce, and a mild eye, just like 
a philoso^er. One or two were wicked, but most of them very 
gentle. This wise one was fiinning himself with the longstalbi 
of grass given him for his food. It is curious to see the difference 
of expression and countenance in the different elephants ; one near 
the pfiilosopher had a foolish, good natured, weak face, like dozens 
of people I have seen. At some distance, a very wicked one was 
chamed to two large trees ; he is so savage that sometimes he will 
not suffer his m&hout to come near him, or even the bhisli who 
brings him water, so that he goes without any for days. He killed 
two men at Lacknao ; and watched us out of the comer of his eve 
in a way I did not much like. Not far from him was a sick ele*- 
phaht, ninety years of age ; by no means past work. He was very 
thin, and his nice like that of an old man, with sunken cheeks and 
rheumy eyes. My heart warmed to the good old creature ; for I 
love anything old, for mj dear father's sake, and I remembered 
that the elephant was just his age. They had eiven him only the 
fresh green tops of the karbi, instead of the whole stalk, as they 
do to the others. Each elephant has two men to wait on him and 
manage him ; his food costs two rupees daily ; so that the whole 
expense is about seventy rupees a-month for each. 

On returning, we went to Hasan Ehdn's, where the music had 
now ceased. The uproar it made was enough to have killed both 
mother and child, if they had not had very strong nerves. You 
never saw anything so droll as the baby ; it had a great aquiline 
nose, its eyelids were tinged with antimony, and its eyebrows 
painted so as to meet in the middle. It was swaddled, though not 
tightly enough to prevent its moving its limbs ; but the itrms are 
put behind its back, just as if for the first eight or ten months of 
Its existence it was to be perpetually saying spelling lessons. Bibi 
Ji (its mother) was dressed as usual, sitting up in her bed. I gave 
her a ring, and baby a piece of cloth, to make little chogahs for 
him. Three old Afgh4n women came in, who stroked and hugged 
Lala Bibi's h^ad, and kissed little Padimah vigorously. They all 
rose and remained standing when Hasan "Khkn came m. 

You cannot imagine what an exercise of patience my old Ayah 
is. She is almost utterly useless except to fetch and carry. She 
brought me a satin and a prunelle shoe ; I showed her that they 
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did not match, wherenpon she put them both down, and brought 
me the other pnmelle abd the other satin one. One evening I was 
ffoing to pay a visit, and desired her to give me the ^ Topi," which 
» the generic name for both bonnet and hat, ^ in that trunk,** 
pointing to it With the mvest &ce in the world, she opened a 
neighbouring Pitarrah, and brought me C.'s black velvet hutUinjjh 
cap, "hiv ^nshi can speak very little English. He translated 
^ sweet,** read the epithet of a person, bj ^sweetmeat,** and when 
I ask him why a letter is made in such a way, he says for *^ be-u- 
ti-ful.** He told me the other day that the Avadavats are called 
^ UUf^ or red, because ^ the masculine red here,** stroking his throat 
and chest; he is, however, a very painstaking, inteUigent man. 
He always sneaks of a noaal (instead of nasal) Nun (N). 

Monday, July 12th. — 0. took me to the Fort in the evening. 
To us who have seen nothing but barren sand for so long, the 
country with its patches of verdure and pools of water now looka 
quite pretty. It is a view which we should pronounce '' frightful** 
at home. The colouring of the sky, and indeed of every obiecti 
is, however, truly beautiful during the rains. Mr. Ryan, me Con« 
duotor of Ordnance, who has charge of the Fort, showed us where 
the Sikhs army were encamped last year. All the ladies took 
refUge in the Fort, and the numerous nres of the refugees put Mr. 
Ryan in perpetual fear for the powder magazine. He truly said 
tliat if Sir Harry Smith had not gained the battle of Aliw&l he 
must have been di^praced for his want of common sense (to saj 
nothing of generalship) at Baddiw&ll, which is close to Loodiana ; 
for by unnecessarily marching close to the Sikh force, instead of 
within cover of the fort, he lost every atom of his baggage, and 
had all his sick and wounded massacred in their litters — ^but of 
this not a word is now heard. Mr. Ryan spoke like a Chnstiaii 
man of our wonderful deliverance during the late war, for nothing 
but the panic which it pleased God to put into the hearts of the 
Sikhs nrevented the destruction of our enfeebled force. Returned 
througn such narrow streets that we could not overturn, for they 
were but little wider than the buggy. It seemed quite Uie j&ishr 
miri quarter of the town, for we saw many of that yellow race. 

Their skins are literally yellow ; many of the women have beaa^ 
tiful features, and in spite of dirt and poverty one can fimcy thai 
when young their complexions must resemble that of a peedi. 
Many of the women were smoking— one of them with a baby in 
her arms. The women wear a red cap like a Constantin<^politaa 
Fei, with a veil over it, trousers, and a sort of loose shirt fiutenod 
at the throat, and reaching nearly to the feet, which is nevsr 
off while it will hold together! We passed a group of 




FREEDOM mOH SEOTABIANISIC. ;195 

gambling, of whioh they are exoeedioglj fond. The game ^ Paohiai'' 
18 played with markers on a orofls made up of squares. 

Tuesday, July 18th, 1847. — ^Two inquirers have lately come to 
the Mission, one a Jew from Herat ; another a Musalman from a 
yilla^ near this, who has thankfully accepted the office of Mr. 
Janvier's Phankah Wallah at three rupees a-month, in order to be 
here and receive instruction in the Gk)6pel. This poor man after- 
wards died of consumption, expressing to the last his trust in " Isa 
Masih" (Jestis the Messiah) alone for salvation. There were no 
particular marks of deep feeling, but all he said was satisfactory, 
and his conduct blameless and consistent 

Captain Conran showed me a very interesting letter the other 
day from one who was formerly a reckless soldier in the artillery, 
now a zealous Missionary near Agra, The Pastor of the largest 
Baptist Church at Agra was formerly a private — so was another 
Minister now at Cawnpoor. The discharge of the latter was pur- 
chased by some poor soldiers, who afterwards maintained him out 
of their pay, and when they could no longer do this, some from 
another regiment came to his help. In almost every regiment 
there is a little band (^ Christians who hold their prayer-meetings 
even when marching. There is one in the artillery here in which 
Captain C. generally takes the lead, though he exhorts the men to 
do so themselves. Christians in India are certainly much less sec- 
tarian than at home. For instance. Captain C, though at the time 
a member of the Church of England, worshipped and communi- 
cated regularly with the Baptist Church at Agra, just as Captain 
and Mrs. R., and others, do with the Presbyterian Church here. I 
have seen Christians who have never met a Puseyite, and, generally 
speaking, they seem to put minor differences oui of sight, and to be 
knit in an Evangelical Alliance with all who love the Lord Jesus. 

I dare say this arises in a great measure from their being so scat- 
tered and so often deprived of Christian society, and of the public 
means of grace ; this makes them joyfully greet a brother Christian 
whenever they fall in with one, and gladly avail themselves of any 
opportunity of hearing the Gospel preached by any Minister. This 
feeling extends in a great measure even to those who are not 
decidedly pious. Men give largely to support Presbyterian Mis- 
sions, who, in England, would probably thinlc it a duty ^ to support 
their own Church and oppose Dissenters." 

So even India has its peculiar religious advantages. I also think 
that a very retired life is beneficial to the mind, at least for a time. 
Those who have led it for long say that one becomes indolent and 
listless in consequence of prolonged seclusion. 

The public press in India seems to me in a very low state* You 
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write to him on the subject^ especially as even public works had 
been lately suspended on the Sabbath ; but he has as yet received 
no answer, and does not much expect one. 

Hasan £[h4n's Peshhidmat came yesterday, to announce that a 
son had just been bom to his master ; and when we expressed our 
satisfaction, he said, ** Glad 1 of course you are glad; who is to be 
glad if you are not?" and then wished that i might be equally 
fortunate — a wish that Uasan EMu himself made me a few days 
ago, when we told him of the birth of dear L.'s little son. It 
reminded me of Laban's blessing to his sister Rebecca. He sent 
me some sweetmeats in the afternoon ; among them were some 
excellent sugar-plums, that we thought were made of pistachio nuts, 
but which we found were channa, a kind of field pea, on which 
the horses are fed. 

C. has been engaged the whole day paying about 460 of his men. 
It has been a curious scene. They came about 10 ▲. m., and a fine 
set of men they are, mostly taU. Four officers came with them ; 
one, a Sikh, looked very droll in his English uniform, with very 
short white trouse'v with straps, a long beard, Jewish physiognomy, 
and yellow and purple turban. The men were mostly in their 
^'hal^mountin^,'' or undress, blue jacket, white dhoti (or cloth 
which serves mstead of trousers), and red skull-caps, round which 
many of them had bound cloths of all colours, to protect them from 
the sun. They filled all the verandahs, and sat under all the trees 
they could find. I saw a group of perhaps fifteen or twenty, with 
one scarlet umbrella in the midst of them, fiattering themselves, I 
suppose, that its mere vicinity was of some use. The money-bags, 
which I keep in a great red sea chest in our bed room, were brou^t 
out ; the four native officers sat on chairs against the wall, some 
with one foot drawn up on the chair, and the non-commissioned 
officers sat on the floor and counted out the money. I occasionally 
went to spy them through the blinds. Those who had received 
their pay seemed quite astonished at the sight of rupees, they had 
been so long without any. One huge Sikh reminded me very much 
of a hairy merchant seaman ; he had a loose blue jacket, and 
though his trousers were rather too tight for a tar, yet altogether he 
had much the look of one. 

We drove out this morning with the intention of paying Hasan 
Kh&n a visit, but on reaching hb house we hoard such a noise of 
musicians within, that we went on to the ** Fil Ehana," where the 
Gk>vernment elephants are kept, close to the fort Here we got 
out, and walked among them. . I thought how much interested 
our children would have been at seeing such a number of theso 
huge creatures, each peaceably feeding on a little slope, with hia 
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face towards his keeper's hut ; most of them beine fastened by so 
small a rope that it could only serve as a hint that he was expected 
to stay there. We saw one which they said was eleven feet high. 
Another who was pointed out to us as the most sagacious of all, 
is only thirty years old, and therefore not come to his full strength ; 
he had such a crafty, wise, wizened face, and a mild eye, just like 
a philosopher. One or two were wicked, but most of them very 
gentle. This wise one was fanning himself with the longstal^ 
of grass given him for his food. It is curious to see the diSerence 
of expression and countenance in the different elephants ; one near 
the pfiilosopher had a foolish, good natured, weak face, like dozens 
of people I have seen. At some distance, a very wicked one was 
chamed to two large trees ; he is so savage that sometimes he will 
not suffer his m&hout to come near him, or even the bhisti who 
brings him water, so that he goes without any for days. He killed 
two men at Lacknao ; and watched us out of the comer of his eye 
in a way I did not much like. Not far from him was a sick ele^ 
phant, ninety years of age ; by no means past work. He was very 
thin, and his face like that of an old man, with sunken cheeks and 
rheumy eyes. My heart warmed to the good old creature ; for I 
love anything old, for my dear father's sake, and I remembered 
that the elephant was just his age. They had ffiven him only the 
fresh green tops of the karbi, instead of the whole stalk, as they 
do to the others. Each elephant has two men to wait on him and 
manage him ; his food costs two rupees daily ; so that the whole 
expense is about seventy rupees a-month for each. 

On returning, we went to Hasan Kh4n's, where the music had 
now ceased. The uproar it made was enough to have killed both 
mother and child, if they had not had very strong nerves. You 
never saw anything so droll as the baby ; it had a great aquiline 
nose, its eyelids were tinged with antimony, and its eyebrows 
painted so as to meet in the middl.e. It was swaddled, though not 
tightly enough to prevent its moving its limbs ; but the jtrms are 
put behind its back, just as if for the first eight or ten months of 
Its existence it was to be perpetually saying spelling lessons. Bibi 
Ji (its mother) was dressed as usual, sitting up in her bed. I gave 
her a ring, and baby a piece of cloth, to make little chogahs for 
him. Three old A%h4n women came in, who stroked and hugged 
Lala Bibi's h^ad, and kissed little Padimah vigorously. They all 
rose and remained standing when Hasan £[h&n came in. 

You cannot imagine what an exercise of patience my old Ayah 
is. She is almost utterly useless except to fetch and carry. She 
brought me a satin and a prunelle shoe ; I showed her that they 
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did not matcli, wbereupon she put them both down, and brought 
me the other pnmelle and the other satin one. One evening I was 
going to pay a visit, and desired her to give me the ^^ Topi," which 
is the generic name for both bonnet and hat, '* in that trunk," 
pointing to it With the mvest face in the world, she opened a 
neighbouring Pitarrah, and brought me C.'s black velvet hunting* 
cap. My Munshi can speak very little English. He translated 
^ sweet," read the epithet of a person, bj ^sweetmeat," and when 
I ask him why a letter is made ii) such a way, he says for ^ be-u- 
ti-ful." He told me the other day that the Avadavats are called 
^ /a/," or red, because ** the masculine red here," stroking his throat 
and chest; he is, however, a very painstaking, intelligent man. 
He always sneaks of a noaal (instead of nasal) Nun (N). 

Monday, July 12th. — 0. took me to the Fort in the evening. 
To us who have seen nothing but barren sand for so Ions, the 
country with its patches of verdure and pools of water now looks 
quite pretty. It is a view which we should pronounce ^ frightful" 
at home. The colouring of the sky, and indeed of every object, 
is, however, truly beautiful during tlie rains. Mr. Ryan, the Con- 
ductor of Ordnance, who has charge of the Fort, showed us where 
the Sikha army were encamped last year. All the ladies took 
reftige in the Fort, and the numerous nres of the refugees put Mr. 
Ryan in perpetual fear for the powder magazine. He truly said 
that if Sir Harry Smith had not gained the battle of Aliw41 he 
must have been diwraced for his want of common sense (to say 
nothing of generalship) at Baddiw&ll, which is close to Loodiana ; 
for by unnecessarily marching close to the Sikh force, instead of 
within cover of the fort, he lost every atom of his baggage, and 
had all his sick and wounded massacred in their litters — but of 
this not a word is now heard. Mr. Ryan spoke like a Christian 
man of our wonderful deliverance during the late war, for nothing 
but the panic which it pleased Qod to put into the hearts of the 
Sikhs prevented the destruction of our enfeebled force. Returned 
througn such narrow streets that we could not overturn, for they 
were but little wider than the buggy. It seemed quite Uie Kash- 
miri quarter of the town, for we saw many of that yellow race. 

Their skins are literally yellow ; many of the women have beau*- 
tiful features, and in spite of dirt and poverty one can fancy that 
when young their complexions must resemble that of a peach. 
Many of the women were smoking— one of them with a baby in 
her arms. The women wear a red cap like a Constantinopolitan 
Fez, with a veil over it, trousers, and a sort of loose shirt fastened 
at the throat, and reaching nearly to the feet, which is never taken 
oflf while it will hold together! We passed a group of men 
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gambling, of which they are exoeedioglj fond. The game ^ Paohiai'' 
18 pjajed with markers on a orofls made up of squares. 

Tuesday, July 18th, 1847. — ^Two inquirers have lately come to 
the Mission, one a Jew from Herat ; another a Musalman from a 
viUa^ near this, who has thankfully accepted the office of Mr. 
Janvier's Phankah Wallah at three rupees a-montb, in order to be 
here and receive instruction in the Gk)6pel. This poor man after- 
wards died of consumption, expressing to the last his trust in ** Isa 
Masih" (JesUs the Messiah) oMme for salvation. There were no 
particular marks of deep feeling, but all he said was satisfactory, 
and his conduct blameless and consistent 

Captain Conran showed me a very interesting letter the other 
day from one who was formerly a reckless soldier in the artillery, 
now a zealous Missionary near Agra, The Pastor of the largest 
Baptist Church at Agra was formerly a private — so was another 
Minister now at Cawnpoor. The discharge of the latter was pur- 
chased by some poor soldiers, who afterwards maintained him out 
of their pay, and when they could no longer do this, some from 
another regiment came to his help. In almc«t every regiment 
there is a little band of Christians who hold their prayer-meetings 
even when marching. There is one in the artillery here in which 
Captain C. generally takes the lead, though he exhorts the men to 
do so themselves. Christians in India are certainly much less sec- 
tarian than at home. For instance. Captain C, though at the time 
a member of the Church of England, worshipped and communi- 
cated regularly with the Baptist Church at Agra, just as Captain 
and Mrs. IL, and others, do with the Presbyterian Church here. I 
have seen Christians who have never met a Puseyite, and, generally 
speaking, they seem to put minor differences oui of sight, and to be 
Imit in an Evangelical Alliance with all who love the Lord Jesus. 

I dare say this arises in a great measure from their being so scat- 
tered and so often deprived of Christian society, and of the public 
means of grace ; this makes them joyfully greet a brother Christian 
whenever they fall in with one, and gladly avail themselves of any 
opportunity of hearing the Gospel preached by any Minister. This 
feeling extends in a great measure even to those who are not 
decidedly pious. Men give largely to support Presbyterian Mis- 
sions, who, in England, would probably thinlc it a duty ^ to support 
their own Church and oppose Dissenters." 

So even India has its peculiar religious advantages. I also think 
that a very retired life is beneficial to the mind, at least for a time. 
Those who have led it for long say that one becomes indolent and 
listless in consequence of prolonged seclusion. 

The public press in India seems to me in a very low state* You 
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cannot imagine the nonsense, the twaddle, the petty gossip, and the 
vulgar mess-table and barrack-room jokes and slang, with which 
the newspapers are filled. ^ The Friend of India," is one of the 
few which assumes a higher tone : usually they are filled with petty 
professional squabbles, attacks of the coarsest kind on rival Editors 
by name, questions on the most trifling points of etiquette, e. g. 
whether the wife of a Major and C.B. ranks above the wife of a 
Colonel who is not a C.B., whether a rifle will carry 1760 yards, 
inquiries for deciding bets, accounts of every ball, and how many 
proposals were made, and some hopeless efforts at wit, and in some 
of them occasionally an infidel letter on some point of Christian 
doctrine. But however defective the newspapers are in many ways, 
they are invaluable auxiliaries to truth and justice in others. They 
make known abuses, and cause inquiry into many affairs that would 
otherwise never see the light of day. For instance they have just 
published a correspondence proving that the late Colonel Davidson, 
of the Engineers, who was dismissed the service for failing to prove 
the charges which he brought against Major E. Smith, of the same 
corps, was the victim of a cabal between the Military Board ^now 
happily abolished). Major K Smith, Major H. Debude, and otners, 
to ruin him, in order to conceal tlieir own malpractices. What 
think you of Major Debude, Secretary to the Military Board, writ- 
ing to the accused Major Smith instructions to *^make it the 
interest of Ramdhun (his head man) to keep out of the way," how 
to get a ^* packed" Court Martial, and in fact all the manoeuvres 
that would be resorted to by a dishonest attorney to get off a cul- 
prit They were but too successful. Colonel Davi(kon failed to 
prove the charges he had brought ; was dismissed the service, and 
died suddenly March 31st, 1852. His widow petitioned the Court 
of Directors for assistance, but they declined, on the ground that 
her husband was not a subscriber to either the Military or Orphan 
Funds. The poor lady replied by a second petition, stating that 
her husband had been a subscriber to the Orphan Fund for thirty- 
six years, and entreating that her youngest child (of twelve years 
of age) might be placed on that Fund. She then brings forward 
these proofs of the iniquitous plot against her husband. ** Answer 
returned by the Court, July 2nd, 1852 : ^o aid or assistance.^^ 
Whereupon ^* The Englishman" publishes the memorial and proofs, 
and the Delhi copies of them, and perhaps the press may succeed 
in making the Court hear on ^ the deaf side of its head." 

The ^ Bombay Guardian," a weekly paper, is admirable both for 
talent and principle ; the most offensive featqre in tlie tone of some 
of the Indian newspapers is its gross infidelity ; not only gross 
indeed, but stupid to a climax I 
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Every one's eharaoter in India is fullj known to the whole com- 
munity, so that the bad example of many in positions of great 
influence is most pernicious. / 

The heat has been greater than we have yet felt it, for there has 
been no rain for the last ten days, and as the hot winds have ceased 
we cannot use Tatties. The thermometer has been from 91® to 
95® daily, but the evenings are always pleasant 

A very remarkable man came just as we were going to drive out 
the other night, an Afgh&n of the name of Suleyman Khan. I was 
quite struck by his countenance, which is full of quickness, talent, 
and decision, with magnificent eyes and eyebrows, a sweet and win- 
ning expression when pleased, and a small, well-made, wiry frame 
fitted to endure any amount of fatiffue. His boldness, intelligence, 
and determination, render him the first of spies and scouts, and he 
was hi^h in the confidence of Mr. G^rge^Clerk and Major Broadfoot 
He is just returning from a visit to the former at Bombay, and told 
with much satisfaction how well the Governor had received him, em- 
bracing him before everybody. He spoke of the confidence Major 
Broadfoot had placed in him, but added, " If I had conmiitted a fault 
he would have hanged me in five minutes." 

By birth Suleyman Klidn is a poor Afghan of good family. Ha 
had hurt his foot very much, so that whenever he mounted on horse- 
back the blood gushed out ; but he did not seem to care for it He 
is just the kind of man you read of in a novel, who guides the hero 
through unimaginable difficulties, and gets himself in and out of 
unimaginable danjQ;ers. 

The other evemng I happened to go to the back of the house, and 
found a most curious assemblage. The orderlies, all our servants, 
and some sepahis, were there together, with an elderly peasant, and 
near him a woman on her knees. My husband was speaking loudly 
in an indignant tone, and the old Ayah', as usual, was sitting in the 
verandah with her elbows on her knees, and her chin on her hands, 
seeing what was to be seen. Suddenly, just as I arrived, G. ordered 
the woman to depart, and our people unanimously ran at her, each 
man flourishing a duster, and waved and pushed her away with 
every mark of indignation, while the Sikh peasant. seemed much 
obliged. I found afterwards that this poor man had come to com- 
plain that a Sepohi had carried ofi* his wife, and that she was then in 
the lines. 

C. sent the Havildar Major to arrest the Sepahi, and to turn 
the wretched woman out of the lines. The soldier was gone to 
the Baz4r, but a paij^y was sent after him, and the woman was 
brought here. 0. told her, if she was caught again within his 
lines he would shave her head (I was sorry he did not have it done 
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§i osm). Sbe b#gaa to defend benel^ whereopon he ovdered lier 
to fnwith iBtUniUy* 

Tbe Sepabi was pot into the gaard-house, and afterwards pub- 
lidy kichui out ci the regiment (literally so), as a warning to 
othtm C« puUisbed a R^mental Order on the subject, which 
was eiplained to the men at two successive roll calls. 

Satordaj, Jnlj 17th, 1847. — Abdulrabman Eh&n paid ns a visit. 
Speaking cf( 8hah Shujah, he said his own fondness for reading 
bad been eoltivated chiefly by him. The Shah, who was an ao- 
coroplished scholar, used to take him on his knee, make him read 
and spell, pat his head and g^ve him a Chogah to encourage hinu 
** He made me what I am," continued he ; '* he gave me learning, 
be gave me honours, and now if I were to go back to that coun- 
try and they were to eive me thousands, it would be nothing to 
me ; and except that I know that it is God's will that I should 
live, mj life would be a burden to me." As you might see by his 
behaviour in the chapel at Jacob's funeral, when he sat witn his 
fingers in his ears, Abdulrabman is a bigoted Musalman; but 
having mentioned the name of Pharaoh, 0. told him the history 
. of Joseph, and of the deliverance of Israel out of £fg7Pt» saying 
that all these things were written in the Tourah or Old Testament^ 
and oflfered to lend him a Bible, for which he said he should be 
much obliged. 

In speakinff of the Scriptures he used the term ITalldm ul 
illak, or ^ A/Vord of God," which they apply to the Euran, and 
like fdl Muhammadans, he never names our blessed Lord without 
styling him a ** Prophet on whose name be blessings." He related 
a lonff story from the Euran, which shows how the facts of the 
Gospd have been distorted by Muhammad. He said that Jesus 
wishing to know if the owner of a certain beautiful garden were 
truly grateful to God, entered it and asked him for some of the 
grapes that were hanging in rich clusters from the vines. The 
owner refused, whereupon Jesus left the garden, and the churlish 
proprietor saw to his dismay, that every cluster of grapes had been 
turned into a human head dripping wiu gore. 

He hastily overtook our Lord, and besought him to remove the 
spell, which he did by prayer, and then admonished the man, that 
whenever God gave blessings, it was that they might be shared 
with others. It is hardly possible to quote any moral precept of 
the Oos^l to a Musalman without the latter capping it, as it were, 
with a similar maxim from the Euran ; but these sems of truth 
are hidden under a mass of '* profane and old. wives' &bles." We 
had a veiy pleasant drive on Saturday evening (towards Filer, 
croftiing the old bed of the Sutlej and a naUiOi). Saw a small 
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•nake in a tree, vrhioh mj husband killed 'with the butt end of his 
whip. It was about two feet long, beautifully marked, but with a 
flat head, and a tail taperinfir off very abruptly, two sure signs of 
a venomous snake. Several labourers and passers by saw its deatli 
with great satisfaction, especiallv a traveller with beads round his 
neck, who said with a kind of norror, ** It is an excellent thing it 
is killed, for it might have come out in the morning thirsting for 
something and have bitten mk!'' On coming home we stopped 
at a great well to see the elephants get their evening allowance of 
water. The docile creatures came forward or gave way to others, 
just as they were bidden — the Mahout turned one of them hastily 
out of our way for he was ** a smiter." The Bhistis put a leathern 
bucket of water before the elephant, who fills his trunk, and then 
blows it down his throat, making about two^mouthfuls of the 
bucketful. Close by was a drove of camels, and on the other side 
some little mules, all forming a picturesque scene in the glowing 
twiliffht The city police, which is generally drawn up for their 
evening muster about the time we pass, is a very ludicrous body, 
with no particular dress, but mostly aijned with spears. We 
passed a little circle of men sitting on the ground and singing, or 
rather ** crooning " a plaintive air in chorus. 

I was very much amused the other day by one of the Havildars 
who came here with an English nightrshirt for his sole upper-gar- 
ment It was very stiff and clean, and looked more absurd man 
can well be imagined. He doubtless thought himself arrayed in 
the newest mode. He had a white cloth bound tightly round his 
head and hanging down his back. He brought a Sepahi to bo 
reprimanded, and I did not dare to look up for fear the poor man 
who had misbehaved should think I was laughing at him, 

July 28rd. — I will give you an instance of what would be called 
trickery in an individual, but which is styled a Government Regur 
latum. The Quarter-Master-Sergeant related the other day that 
a Company's recruit is told in England that he will get sixteen 
pence a day. When he arrives in India he finds this, under divers 
pretexts, diminished to fourteen pence, and monstrous to relate 
fifteen days' pay is taken from him — ^you would never guess why — 
to buy his coffin. Supposing that he lives to retire, he gets neither 
iioffin nor is the pay returned. Do you remember what the author 
of ^ Essays in the Intervals of Business," sa} s of the different 
way in which men act as individuals and as members of a com- 
mittee, and the same holds true of public bodies and Governments t 
The responsibility is divided, and therefore they will commit acts 
cu a body which they would shrink from in a private capacity. 

In our evening dnve we passed a number of men sitting on the 
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at once). She began to defend herself, ^Thereupon he ordered her 
to vanish instantly. 

The Sepahi was put into the guard-house, and afterwards pub* 
liclj kicked out ot the regiment (literally so), as a warning to 
others. G. published a Regimental Order on the subject, which 
was explained to the men at two successive roll calls. 

Saturday, July 17th, 1847. — ^Abdulrahman Eb&n paid us a visit. 
Speaking of Shah Shujah, he said his own fondness for reading 
had been cultivated chiefly by him. The Shah, who was an ac- 
complished scholar, used to take him on his knee, make him read 
and spell, pat his head and give him a Ohogah to encourage himu 
^ He made me what I am," continued he ; ^* he gave me learning, 
he gave me honours, and now if I were to go back to that coun- 
try and they were to eive me thousands, it would be nothing to 
me ; and except that I know that it is God*s will that I should 
live, my life wpuld be a burden to me." As you might see by his 
behaviour in the chapel at Jacob's funeral, when he sat witn hia 
fingers in his ears, Abdulrahman is a bigoted Musalman ; but 
having menUoned the name of Pharaoh, 0. told him the history 
. of Joseph, and of tlie deliverance of Israel out of £fg7Pt» saying 
that all these things were written in the Tourah or Old Testament, 
and offered to lend him a Bible, for which he said he should be 
much oblifi^ed. 

In speaking of the Scriptures he used the term Kalldm ul 
illah^ or ** A/Vord of Qod," which they apply to the Euran, and 
like all Muhammadans, he never names our blessed Lord without 
styling him a ** Prophet on whose name be blessings." He related 
a Ion? story from the Kuran, which shows how the facts of the 
Gospd have been distorted by Muhammad. He said that Jesus 
wishing to know if the owner of a certain beautiful garden were 
truly grateful to God, entered it and asked him for some of the 
grapes that were hanging in rich clusters from the vines. The 
owner refused, whereupon Jesus left the garden, and the churlish 
proprietor saw to liis dismay, that every cluster of grapes had been 
turned into a human head dripping with gore. 

He hastily overtook our Lord, and besought him to remove the 
spell, which he did by prayer, and then admonished the man, that 
whenever God gave blessings, it was that they might be shared 
with others. It is hardly possible to quote any moral precept of 
the Gospel to a Musalman without the latter capping it, as it were, 
with a similar maxim from the Euran ; but these gems of truth 
are hidden under a mass of *' profane and old. wives' fables." We 
had a very pleasant drive on Saturday evening (towards Fiknr, 
croftiing the old bed of the Sutlej and a nallui). Saw a small 
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•nake in a tree, which my husband killed with the butt end of his 
whip. It was about two feet long, beautifully marked, but with a 
flat head, and a tail tapering off very abruptly, two sure signs of 
a venomous snake. Several labourers and passers by saw its deatli 
with great satisfaction, especially a traveller with beads round his 
neck, who said with a kind of norror, ^ It is an excellent thing it 
is killed, for it might have come out in the morning thirsting for 
something and have bitten mk!" On coming home we stopped 
at a great well to see the elephants get their evening allowance of 
water. The docile creatures came forward or gave way to others, 
just as they were bidden — the Mahout turned one of them hastily 
out of our way for he was ** a smiter." The Bhistis put a leathern 
bucket of water before the elephant, who fills his trunk, and then 
blows it down his throat, making about two^mouthfuls of the 
bucketful. Close by was a drove of camels, and on the other side 
some little mules, all forming a picturesque scene in the glowing 
twilight The city police, which is generally drawn up for their 
evening muster about the time we pass, is a very ludicrous body, 
with no particular dress, but mostly ai]ned with spears. We 
passed a little circle of men sitting on the ground and sin^ng, or 
rather *^ crooning " a plaintive air in chorus. 

I was very much amused the other day by one of the Havildars 
who came here with an English nightrshirt for his sole upper-gar- 
ment It was very stiff and clean, and looked more absurd, man 
can well be imagined. He doubtless thought himself arrayed in 
the newest mode. He had a white cloth bound tightly round his 
head and hanging down his back. He brought a Sepahi to bo 
reprimanded, and I did not dare to look up for fear the poor man 
who had misbehaved should think I was laughing at him, 

July 28rd. — I will give you an instance of what would be called 
trickery in an individual, but which is styled a Oavemment Begu^ 
latum. The Quarter-Master-Sergeant related the other day tibat 
a Company's recruit is told in England that he will get sixteen 
pence a day. When he arrives in India he finds this, under divers 
pretexts, diminished to fourteen pence, and monstrous to relate 
fifteen days' pay is taken from him — ^you would never guess why — 
to buy his coffin. Supposing that he lives to retire, he gets neither 
i^offiu nor is the pay returned. Do you remember what the author 
of ^ Essays in the Intervals of Business," sa} s of the different 
way in which men act as individuals and as members of a com- 
mittee, and the same holds true of public bodies and Governments t 
The responsibility is divided, and therefore they will commit acts 
cu a body which they would shrink from in a private capacity. 

In our evening dnve we passed a number of men sitting on the 
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sand much as if they were going to play at " honey pots." We 
asked them what they- were doing.. They said they had heen try- 
ing a charm to see whether the monsoon (rainy season) would be 
favourable, and whether the harvest would be good — and it would 
be very good. 

We continued our drive literally cross country. The landmarks 
are formed by little pyramids of mud. The evenings and sunsets, 
during the rains, are lovely, but the name ** Rains " is often a 
misnomer, when one gets so fiur north ; at thus far we have only 
one rainy day in ten dry ones. The, rains are considered the most 
unhealthy season of the year ; swarms of insects and creatures of 
all kinds make their appearance ; generally one particular species 
predominates for a few days. For some time we had white ants, with 
long gossamer wings, then black beetles, large and small, in such 
numbers that it was hardly possible to have family worship at 
night, we were so much disturbed : then numbers of hairy orange- 
coloured caterpillars came galloping over the carpet with wonder- 
ful speed ; musquitoes are abundant, and so are a beautiful kind 
of moth, with scarlet bodies and white wings edged with red. 
Any sore is most difBcult to cure during the rains, especially on 
animals, and horses are subject to a very infectious disease, called 
barsati (or monsoon) ulcer, which is considered incurable, as it is 
sure to return. 

Hasan Kb&n came the other day chiefly, I think, to display a 
beautifully embroidered new dress. I do not know what made 
him speak of relationship, when he expounded to. us that those who 
are ^ of one milk," that is, of the same mother as well as father, 
are more closely related than any others, nearer even than parent 
and child. One may easily understand that this is the case among 
the Moslim, where there are children by half a dozen different 
wives, each with rival interests, and sharing in the rivalries and 
enmities of their mothers. 

Thursday, July 29th. — In passing through the city the last two 
evenings, I have been astonished at the number of rockets going 
oflf in all directions ; quite poor people indulging in the luxury of 
fireworks. It is ywj pretty, as we sit at tea before the house, to 
see them rising all round the plain, looking like fiery serpents chas- 
ing each other. To-day is a great Muhammadan festival, when 
they make offerings for the souls of the dead, and believe that they 
are in some way gratified by the fireworks, which have been going 
on with redoubled vigour. We went out into the verandah after 
our drive, and about a dozen of our servants began their display. 
It was really very pretty, and I longed for the children to enjoy it 
with us. Besides rockets and a wheel, which greatly astonished 
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Bow-wow by Bending forth a shower of fire over and orer ac^in, 
just as he thought of attacking it : there were a number of Tittle 
things which thej call anar' or pine-apples. These they place in 
rows, and each sends up a shower of fire like so many little fire^ 
pois instead of flower pots. 

Suleimdn Khdn, the Eundschafter I told you o^ was contrasting 
the present state of Loodiana with what it was under former agents. 
Formerly, any one who was convicted of selling a child was severely 
punished, and condemned to the roads for a term of years. Now 
it is openly done every day. Three men were found strangled on 
the high-road, close to Aliw41, about fifteen miles from this, and 
were buried at the back of our Lines, and such is the supineness of 
the civil authorities here, that I suppose nothing more will be done. 
Dost Muhammad, the poor Eashmiii, whom we have been treating 
BO long for ophthalmia, was assaulted yesterday in broad daylight, 
and most cruelly beaten and kicked by some of his countrymen. 
He is a Shi&h (who do not number above twenty houses in Loodi- 
ana), while the oiinis, of which party his assailants were, are 20,000. 
This will make it difficult for him to get justice. Hasan Kh&n, 
and most of the Afghans are Siin's : the Persians and Kazilbdshis 
are Shiuhs. Mr. Anderson, from whom we heard not long ago, on 
his return to Bombay vid Persia, says, the religion of the Persians 
consists in the poem of Hasan and Hoseyn, The two sects hate 
each other bitterly : I asked my Munshi some question about the 
wooden camels 1 saw during the Muharram m Calcutta. His 
knowledge of English being quite inadequate to expi'ess his feel- 
ings, he turned to my husband, and begged him to explain to me 
that it was *^ part of the idolatry of those abominable Shi4hs, and 
that many of the Siinis had been led into partaking in these cere- 
monies without understanding them." 

Thursday, August 6th, was a Muhammadan festival, in honour 
of one of their saints, who is buried here, and over whose body the 
British Government has built a tomb, because they thought that 
the prosperity of the place would be increased by the meld or fair 
annually held at his shrine. This is, indeed, forgetting that ^ right- 
eousness alone exalteth a people." The compliances with both Mu- 
hammadan and Hindu superstition, of which men calling themselves 
Britons and officers have been guilty, are perfectly marvellous. 
Almost every irreligious man, who has dwelt chiefly among the 
yotaries of one or the other of these false religions, becomes more 
or less attar;hed to it and imbued with the native prejudices against 
the opposite party, and in favour of his jassociates. At Dehfi is a 
mosque built by Colonel Skinner ; and Englishmen, in former days, 
under the influence of Hindu wives, have been known to pamt 

9* 
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themselves and perform Pujah, or worship at the river side like 
heathens. 

What will you think when you hear of my taking a lively inte* 
rest in a cat-hunt ? There is no knowing what we may come to I 
Wild cats abound here, that is to say, cats of the domestic breed| 
who have become wild : they are very large and fierce, and do 
much mischief, and will even enter a house, tear open the meat- 
safe, and carry off the contents. One of them came to get a 
guinea-fowl of Mrs. Janvier's for supper, but the dogs heard it and 
gave chase. We were taking our tea in front of the house, when 
my husband suddenly started off; away went also the Khidmatgar : 
the little Ghurka N&ig on duty went after theim, and I in much 
amazement followed to see what was the matter. The catamount 
was quickly slain, and nothing could exceed the fury of the little 
dog, when his big friend Bow-wow had killed his enemy. He sat 
down, put his paws on it, barked at it with all his might, and then 
began dragging it about the compound with unimaginable zeaL 
He will doubtless be a *^ great brave** when he is grown up. 

We had an escape last night for which I am roost thankful 
Just as we turned down the road homewards, I saw the Sais drop 
behind, brandishing his jhdrran ^ar duster) and shouting hoarsely, 
while C. urged on the mare at full speed. It was a loose horse, 
whose master had got off to say his prayers, and who found no 
difficulty in dragging the irou pin with which his bridle was fieui- 
tened out of the Tight sandy sou. 

Our mai% Js a most vicious, spirited thin^, though docile in har- 
ness, and would have kicked and fought with fiiry had the horse 
overtaken her. Nothing is more dangerous than a loose horse in 
India. Finding he was gaining on us, 0. dashed into the court of 
the hotel which we were just passing ; the men shut one leaf of 
the gate, and 0. jumped out and kept the horse off with his whip. 
He was secured, and we reached home in safety. 

My little dog is most perverse, and whenever there is a Muham- 
madan here, he insists on lying down on his feet, instead of com- 
ing as usual to me. But it is curious to see how all our servants 
overlook their Musalm4n prejudices in his favour. Thev pat him, 
play with him, and even carry him* We never ask them to do 
anything about either of the dogs, that being the sweeper's busi- 
ness. I remark, too, that the Muhammadans and Hindus are per- 
fectly friendly with each other, talk together, sit side by side, and . 
help each other to let off the fireworks ; but Shi&hs and Sunis 
generally appear unbounded in their antipathies, though I believe 
less so among Hindustani Musuhnans than among those of other 
nations. 
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When my husband related the attack on poor Dost Muhammad 
to Hasan Kh4n, although the latter is full of generous feelings, as 
soon as he found the sufferer was a Shi&h, he lost all his interest 
in the story, and began to explain that Shi&hs were very bad 
people. C. told him that thej were just as good Muharomadans 
as himself, for he had read the Kuran, which Hasan Eh&n had 
not, and that there was not a word in it from beginning to end 
about Shi4hs or Sunis, or about the £[halifas. " Yes,'' said Hasan 
Kh4n, ** but they do not believe in the Char-i-Yar," or four friends. 
These are Abubekir Sadiq, or the Just, Omar, Usman, and Ali, 
and the word Chdriyir is quite a war-cry among the Af^h&ns. 
''But,'' said my husband, ''there is nothing about that m tlie 
Kuran : is is enough if a man acknowledges that there is but one 
God, and that Muhammad is his prophet. Do you not acknow- 
ledge this P he asked Dost Muhammad. " Of course I do," cried 
the poor man, and repeated the Muhammadan Confession of Faith. 
*'Ah ! but they don't acknowledge the four books," rejoined Hasan 
Eh4n. " Yes, I do," shouted the other ; " there is the Eur4n, and 
the Tdurat and the Injil (the Old and New Testaments), and the 
Psalms of David." Hasan Kh4n was so confounded at this proof 
of orthodoxy, that not knowing what to say, he turned to Cf. and 
asked him if he acknowledged Muhammad as a prophet. " No, 
I do noV' he answered ; " one part of your religion is true, that 
there is no God but one, but one part of it is a ue— -that Muham- 
mad is his prophet" Hasan Khan's eye flashed fire, but 0. added : 
" I will talk to you about this another time ; now, we are speaking 
of Shi&hs and Sunis ; and I tell you there is no difference between 
them ; but you are all imposed upon by your Mullahs, who tell 
you whatever falsehoods they choose." This seemed to make 
some impression on Hasan Kh4n, who, like all Afghans, has a 
horror of bein^ thought priest-ridden ; and my husband showed 
him that the Mullahs in A%h4nistan cannot read the Kuran, as it 
is written in Arabic, which they do not understand, and they have 
no translation. 

The assailants of Dost Muhammad have been fined and bound 
over to keep the peace, which pledge they performed by attacking 
him on his way home. My husband sent his two orderlies to escort 
him, and they found that his enemies had beaten his wife, and 
broken all his cooking vessels. Mr. D., the Assistant Magistrate^ 
has therefore placed an armed man to watch over him. This 
business has caused a great commotion in the city, and Hubiq 
Kh4n, a poor Afgh4n whom we have often assisted, told my hus- 
band he had just been defending his character, for the people in 
Basar said he was a Shiih ; ^ but I told them," added he, "you 
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were not anythiDg half bo wicked." 0. was roused at this, and 
asked, ^ Do you think if I belieyed in Muhammad, I would re- 
mieiin as I am T ''No," said Hubiq, '' I do not think you would." 
0. told him that as there is but one God, so there was but one 
true religion, and that he believed to be the Christian faith, and 
he considered Muhammad an impostor. The man grew quite 
pale with anger at this. C. repeated what he had said to Hasan 
Kh4n, that the disputes between Shi&hs and Sunis were founded 
on the falsehoods of their Mullahs, and not at all on the Kuran. 
He added, '' half of you do not know anything about your own 
religion ;" and turning to one of our servants, several of whom 
had drawn near, he asked, *' Who are the Char-i-Yar ?" " Pro- 
phets," answered Yazira rapidly, whereupon even Hubiq burst out 
kughing. 

Hasan Kh&n came to see us a few days after, and said, '' The 
Ramazan will begin in a few days, but how can a man fast in 
such hot weather ?" he exclaimed, with a kind of peevishness. I 
had just been prescribing for him ; so my husband suggested that 
he was not well, and therefore need not fast '' How can I say I 
am not well when I come here, talk and laugh 9" He finally an- 
nounced his intention of going into the jungle to shoot and hunt, 
because 'when .a man is on a journey or hunting, he la exempted 
from fasting if he make up for it in other ways. C. told him that 
Christians fasted differently ; and on his inquiring our doctrine on 
this point, made the Babu road him what our Lord says of fasting, 
which he pronounced very good. An Afghan of high rank whom 
we often see, came here the other evenmg in the greatest dis- 
tress, having sold even his sword, he said, to satisfy his creditors. 
Teimur Shahzadeh owes him a small sum, which he will not pay, 
and he was at his wit's end for fifty rupees. We could hardly 
do less than offer it to him. He said he knew of our debts, and 
nothing but dire necessity drove him to come ; but^ said he, '' Who 
can I go to ?" He begged C. not to give him the money before 
the servants, so the matter was artfully managed, and he departed 
with a lightened heart. 

That gentlemanly old man, Sirfraz Elh&n, came to consult C. 
about his affairs, he too being wretchedly poor. C. told him he 
had little hopes of serving him, but that if ever it were in his 
power, he would gladly do so ; first, because he had a great re- 
spect for him ; and secondly, because his brother Aminullah had 
ordered him (C. himself) to be blown from the mouth of a gun, 
and we were commanded by our law to return good for eviL Sir- 
fras Kh4n said he believed he was sincere in what he said. 

Abdulrahm&n Eh&n (the slave of the Most Merciful), of whom 
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I told jou as such an intelligent roan, and to whom C. related the 
history of Joseph, asked in consequence for a Bible. C. promised 
him one that is coming from Calcutta. He then asked for a New 
Testament in the meantime, *' for," said he, ^ I have heard that the 
Gospel of John maj be depended on." You know that although 
Muhammadans acknowledge our Scriptures, thej assert that they 
have been corrupted. Of course a copy was joyfully given him. 

My husband told Abdulrahim, Hasan Eh4n*s peshkhidmat, that 
his master's child was so fine a boy, that he was convinced one ot 
his ancestors must have been a son of Anak who had settled in 
Afghanistan, adding, ^ You know about the AnakioL" ** Oh 
yes," he answered ; *' they were a people sixty yards high.'* In 
spite of the perverted version of Scripture narratives wmch they 
have got hold of^ they always defer to C.'s account of any of thele 
things as the proper one, and stand corrected by him. Rahim, 
who has had fever, was doubtful if he might take medicine to-day, 
according to my directions, on account of the &st 0. told him 
he certainly miffht, as he was ill, and appealed to my Mnnshi if 
that were not we doctrine of the Euran. The Munshi said, hesi- 
tatingly, ^ YcMB, if he were very ill," whereupon 0. expounded to 
them that a little illness was like a little lion ; if you let it grow, 
it becomes too strong for you, and eats vou up. It was also nke a 
man finding a small hole m a dyke, anc[ neglecting to stop it^ be- 
cause it was so small : he goes to sleep, and the next morning the 
waters have overthrown the dam, and flooded the country. By 
which illustrations they appeared quite convinced; and Rahim 
departed, thanking us much, and professing himself our slave. 
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were not anything half bo wicked." 0. was roused at this, and 
asked, ^ Do you think if I believed in Muhammad, I would re- 
mieiin as I am T ''No," said Hubiq, "I do not think you would." 
0. told him that as there is but one God, so there was but one 
true religion, and that he believed to be the Christian faith, and 
he considered Muhammad an impostor. The man grew quite 
pale with anger at this. C. repeated what he had said to Hasan 
Kh&n, that the disputes between Shi&hs and Sunis were founded 
on the falsehoods of their Mullahs, and not at all on the Kuran. 
He added, ^ half of you do not know anything about your own 
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had drawn near, he asked, ** Who are the Char-i-Yar f ' " Pro- 
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were not anything half bo wicked." 0. was roused at this, and 
asked, ^ Do you think if I believed in Muhammad, I would re- 
mieiin as I am T *'No," said Hubiq, *'I do not think you would." 
0. told him that as there is but one God, so there was but one 
true religion, and that he believed to be the Christian fjEiith, and 
he considered Muhammad an impostor. The man grew quite 
pale with anger at this. 0. repeated what he had said to Hasan 
Kh&n, that the disputes between Shi&hs and Sunis were founded 
on the falsehoods of their Mullahs, and not at all on the Kuran. 
He added, '' half of you do not know anything about your own 
religion ;" and turning to one of our servants, several of whom 
had drawn near, he asked, *' Who are the Char-i-Yar f " Pro- 

Ehets," answered Yazira rapidly, whereupon even Hubiq burst out 
mghing. 
Hasan Ehkn came to see us a few days after, and said, '* The 
Ramazan will begin in a few days, but how can a man fast in 
such hot weather ?" he exclaimed, with a kind of peevishness. I 
had just been prescribing for him ; so my husband suggested that 
he was not well, and therefore need not fast " How can I say I 
am not well when I come here, talk and laugh 9" He finallv an- 
nounced his intention of going into the jungle to shoot and hunt, 
because 'when .a man is on a journey or hunting, he is exempted 
from fasting if he make up for it in other ways. C. told him that 
Christians fasted differently ; and on his inquiring our doctrine on 
this point, made the Babu road him what our Lord says of fasting, 
whicn he pronounced very good. An Afghan of high rank whom 
we often see, came here the other evenmg in the greatest dis- 
tress, having sold even his sword, he said, to satisfy his creditors. 
Teimur Shabzadeh owes him a small sum, which he will not pay, 
and he was at his wit's end for fifty rupees. We could hardly 
do less than offer it to him. He said he knew of our debts, and 
nothing but dire necessity drove him to come ; but, said he, ** Who 
can I go to t" He begged C. not to give him the money before 
the servants, so the matter was artfully managed, and he departed 
with a lightened heart. 

That gentlemanly old man, Sirfraz Elh&n, came to consult C. 
about his affairs, he too being wretchedly poor. C. told him he 
had little hopes of serving him, but that if ever it were in his 
power, he would gladly do so ; first, because he had a great re- 
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I told jou as such an intelligent man, and to whom C. related the 
history of Josephi asked in consequence for a Bible. C. promised 
him one that is coming from Calcutta. He then asked for a New 
Testament in the meantime, '* for," said he, ** I have heard that the 
Gospel of John may be depended on." You know that although 
Muhammadans acknowledge our Scriptures, they assert that they 
have been corrupted. Of course a copy was joyfully given him. 

My husband told Abdulrahim, Hasan Eh4n's peshkhidmat, that 
his master's child was so fine a boy, that he was convinced one ot 
his ancestors must have been a son of Anak who had settled in 
Afghanistan, adding, '* You know about the Anakim." ^Oh 
yes," he answered ; '* they were a people sixty yards high." In 
spite of the perverted version of Scripture narratives wmch they 
have got hold of^ they always defer to O.'s account of any of thele 
things as the proper one, and stand corrected by him. Rahim, 
who has had fever, was doubtful if he might take medicine to-day, 
according to my directions, on account of the fast C. told him 
he certainly miffht^ as he was ill, and appealed to my Mnnshi if 
that were not we doctrine of the Euran. The Munshi said, hesi- 
tatingly, ^ Yes, if he were very ill," whereupon C. expounded to 
them that a little illness was like a little lion ; if you let it grow, 
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On Thursday eyening, the 12th August, just as we were ffoing 
to bed, all the Afgb4ns of the regiment rushed oyer in a body, 
haying had a fight with the Sikhs, bringing with them a mullah 
whose beard had been pulled by Uie latter. 0. forthwith turned 
them out of the compound, refusing to hear any particulars ; and 
bade them go and lie down, without sayinff a word, good or bad, 
to any one. He also warned them that u there were any more 
quarrels, he would strike all the Afghdns off the strength of the 
regiment. 

My husband being determined to quell this spirit of discord, 
took his measures accordingly. The next morning, he put his plan 
into execution. The native officers were much to blame, as they 
should have prevented anything like a fight After the regiment 
had been drilled for two Lours (from 4 to 6), as usual, instead of 
dismissing them, he sent for the Qranthi, or Sikh priest, to accom 
pany the men ; gave the word to march, put himself at their head, 
and led them, in the first instance, through two pools of water, past 
our house, whore they evidently thought they were to stop ; past 
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the turning into the city, through which thej probablj flattered 
themeelves thej were to return : through a fij^reat pieob of water, 
which, as thej were not suffered to break une, reached midway 
above the knee of many of them, and wherein one of the suba- 
dars, a very hi, clever man, stuck in the mud, to his extreme dia- 
gust, and was obliged to be pulled out by two Sepahis ; to a pillar 
on the Umballa road, full five miles from their lines; when within 
a quarter of a mile from this pillar, he ordered the bu^er to sound 
** double Quick," and thus made them ** charge" up to it ; . from 
thence he brought them back, leading them over the sandy, bro- 
ken, rough ground at the back of our house. They did not reach 
the lines until 9 o'clock, thoroughly knocked up ; so that, as the 
acting Havildar-Major confessed, each man drank a whole jaiful 
of water. The Oranthi was in a pitiful plight, from excessive heat, 
and the consciousness that the men were laughing at him. The 
old Senior Subadar's red ooat had become black, and never was 
there such an expression of disgust and weariness as on the &oe 
of his fat comrade. At noon there was drill for stragelers ; at 1 
o'clock a roll-call ; another at 8 ; drill for the whde regmient from 
half-past 4 to sunset; a roll-call at 9, and another at midnight; 
and the penalty for non-appearance at any of these, instant dis- 
missal from the regiment G. issued an order to be read at ten 
successive roll-calls, m which he told them that the State required 
800 soldiers, and not 800 Mullahs, Pandits, or Granthis ; and that 
any one who should in any way insult or attack another on account 
of his religion, be he Christian, Muhanmiadan, Hindu, or Sikh, was 
guilty of a high military offence ; and that any more such occur- 
rences as disgraced the regiment last night, should be visited with 
severe punishment ; ending by forbidding all Faqirs or religious 
mendicants of any description to come within the lines. He also 
told the Sikh Priest that if any more quarrels occurred, he woidd 
be instanUy dismissed. 

This morning, Saturday 14th, the men were* in a ^preat fright 
lest they should be put through a similar course of discipline to 
that of yesterday. After drill the regiment was drawn up m about 
sixteen small sections, to each of which the order was read in 
Urdu and GCirmukhi, and explained by the Munshi and Granthi. 
Eleven men, absent from roltcall yesterday, were inexorably disr 
xnissed, and as C. rode along the ranks he made^ divers pithy 
speeches on the iniquity of Faairs in stirring up strife, descnbiiM; 
them as men who said, ^ ' For me sake of God, I eat other men^ 
bread ; for the sake of God, I am filthy and unclean ; for the sake 
of God, I am an unspeakable rogue ;' only let me catch one in my 
lines," added he, *'and he shall be beaten— so that it shall be ter* 
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rible." On coming home ho told me this, and grieved for the 
eleven discarded men, who of bourse lose their livelihood by being 
discharged. I suggested that Mr. Bean might intercede for them, 
and then he could safely pardon them ; and accordingly I wrote to 
Mrs. Bean, asking her to persuade her husband to intercede for the 
men ; an intercession with which (although quite a Roman Catho- 
lic one in its circumambulatory course) the Commandant was only 
too happy to comply. 80 now I hope they will all be good boys. 

My husband havmg accused the Musalm&ns of converting by 
force, my Munshi denied this, and said it was '* ordy when people 
would not listen to reason." C. had his sword in his hand, and 
making a lunge with it, said, '* And then they converted them in 
this way.*' The Havildar Major laughed, and added, '* Half my 
caste (the Rajput) are Muhammadans and half Hindus. How 
came it that any left the faith of their forefathers f Why, they 
were made Muhammadans by the sword." And the Munshi was 
confounded. The regimental Munshi, who is a Kashmiri Hindu, 
said this morning that the Musalm&ns were always boasting of 
theii: religion, but that he knew better. My husband said he had 
a book which he had once lent to two Jews ; it was a comparison 
between Christianity and Muhammadanism, and it enabled them 
entirely to defeat the Muslim. ''A good book to read," said the 
Munshi eagerly. " I will lend it you," returned C, ** and you will 
be able to coufute all the Mussalmdns in Loodiana." So I must 
go aud find the Mizuu ul Iluq for him. 

August 18th, 1848. — We have been very much interested in 
a case of, one cannot but hope, real conversion. Golak N&th, the 
native minister in Jallander, has written to the mission here to say, 
that a Pir zadeh (son of a saint), the chief man of a village not 
far from Jallander, who five months ago, when Golak first went, 
was so opposed to Christianity that he would not even take a tract, 
has now declared himself a Christian. He asked the brethren 
and their wives to go and dine with him and his family ; and, 
though advised not to do so for fear they should be assailed by 
the Mtthammadan population, who are greatly excited at the con- 
version of a man so much esteemed, they went, and nothing 
happened to them. Azim E^han, the inquirer, has now asked for 
baptism. May he be baptized of the spirit, and be an instru- 
ment of turning many to righteousness, so that the knowledge of 
the Lord may speedily cover this country 1 

The Afghans appear one of the finest races on earth, both 
physically and mentally. They are very manly, full of intelligence, 
talent, and courage, and with strong feelings and extraordinary 
energy. Their vdry vices, like gigantic weeds, show the richnesa 



THE BOSABY— A LARK. 209 

and Tiffour of the soil which produces them. What a people they 
would DC did thej but know the truth! Hasan Eh&n has been 
yery ill, and finding he had taken some horrid Bazdr medicine, all 
I could do for him yesterday mominff was to send him some 
arrowroot, which he eat in spite of the &st^ and afterwards, thanks 
to homoeopathy, he became much better. We went to see him 
last evening, and found that he and his handsome Peshkhidmat 
Rahim had had a grand quarrel and parted. 

With his usual impatience he is not satisfied with knowing that 
the Governor-General is negotiating in order that his family may 
be allowed to join him ; but he must needs despatch Rahim to 
Kabul, at the risk of his life, to see why they have not arrived. 
The Peshkhidmat naturally enough refused to go, and thence the 
quarrel. Hasan £[h&n, in spite of his weakness, waxed quite 
strong with indignation, and abused all Kabulies and A&hans as 
if he himself were not one of them. This morning, however, 
RaMm came to tell us that Sirfraz Khan had made it up between 
him and his master; but Hasan Kh&n having assured him that 0. 
was exceedingly an^ry with him, he had come to clear himself 
for that he being Hiterally) ^a seizer of his skirt,** t. e^ one who 
sought his prot^tion (he touched my husband^s thigh with both 
hands as he spoke), could not bear that he should think ill of 
him. C. explained thiit it was an exaggeration to say that he 
had been very angry with him; he had merely said, ''it is not 
good.** Like a devout Mussalman, during the Ramazan, Rahim 
carried his beads in his hand. The rosary has ninety-nine beads, 
one for each of the names of the Most High ; but he confessed 
he could not say them by heart, though he could if they were 
written. 

This morning C. and I were listening to a beautiful little lark 
of our Khidmatffar's, which sings delifi^htfully. We asked Bae- 
dullah if such a bird could be bought nere. Baedullah squeezed 
up his two fingers and thumb, saying, ''Why, you would not give 
five rupees for a bird so big! ** with an air which expressed, " xou 
never could be so demented." "Besides,'' added he, "it only 
speaks its own speech," meaning that it could not talk like a par- 
rot or maina; but it imitates the notes of all birds, and some of 
its little trills are lovely. It goes on singing quite late in the 
evening. Baedullah will call our great mastifi^ whom I have 
named Bow-wow, " Pow," and told us this morning that " Pow 
was an eminent swimmer." 

The Munshi, in speaking of marriage, informed us that marriage 
with an aunt, by either the father or mother's side, is wholly 
unlawful among Muhammadans. 
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A man may marry his wife's sister provided the first be dead. 
The Ramazan should be kept by all men and women above the 
age of twelve or fourteen; even women who are nursing should 
fast, that is, as my Munshi expressed it, ^ all good women." None 
of our servants appear to do so. They ought to abstain from, 
swallowing anything whatever, even their saliva, from early dawn, 
f. e., S A. M. to sunset ; but Baedullah was pu£Sng away at his pipe 
lon^ after sunrise, and a young horsekeeper who goes out with 
us . m the evening runs in front of the buggy with surprising 
vigour for one who is supposed to have &sted all day. Owing to 
the Muhammadan year being shorter than the astronomical one, 
some of their months having thirty, and others only twenty-nine 
days, the beginning of the year, and consequently the Ramazan, 
falls at different seasons, and of course the fast is much easier to 
bear in winter than in the hot season. It was the Ramazan when 
0..wa8 besieged in the Kila i Nishan Khan at E^abul, and he took 
advantage of the enemy being engrossed with eating and drinking 
during the night to cut his way through them. The city is now a 
most lively scene just after sunset, every one being engaged either 
in oookinff or eating, and whiflb of roasted meat and spices assaU 
one on all sides. 

Yesterday morning I saw my own chum for the first time : a 
wooden thing, something like a horseshoe, is placed with the 
ourved part inside the mouth of an earthen pitcher, and the two 
ends tied tp a little tree, a large bamboo is placed upright in the 
milk, and within the horseshoe, and supported at the top by a 
string fastened to the tree. It is turned by a leather strap passing 
round it, one end of which the churner, who sits on the ground, 
holds in each hand. We have excellent butter made, as the 
natives always do, from the milk. 

August 19th. — Abdulrahm&n £[hdn told us this evening that 
his sister had lately lost a little girl of nine months old. He said 
that children of that age being sinless, present themselves before 
God, and their innocence is reckoned to the account of their 
parents. It is curious to see that the doctrine of imputed right- 
eousness, to which so many unbelievers in Christian lands object 
on the score of injustice, should be so prevalent all over the world 
in an erroneous form. That and the corresponding belief in 
imputed sin, are deeply rooted both in the Muhammadan and 
Hind6 sjrstems. Does not this show that man naturally feels the 
necessity and the justice of the doctrine of imputation both of sin 
and righteousness, and that consequently cavils are suggested by 
Satan from his hatred to the truth f He never objects to the doc- 
trine when a false application is made of it, because he knows 
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well enough thai a soul will never be saved by the vicarions suf- 
fering of an animal or even a Monk; and that the merits of 
Romish Saints and Muhammadan infants are alike inefficacious ; 
but when men are called upon to trust to our Great Substitute 
who bears our Sins and gives us His Righteousness, then Apol- 
lyon storms and rages, and finds fault with the principle itself 
as unjust, unnatural, and auite incomprehensible. There is a sad 
* perversion of many Gkwpel truths in Muhammadanism. Abdul- 
rahmin said the other evening that the Messiah would come 
again at the end of the world, making use of the Eaiba, or black 
stone of Mekka, as a ladder to alight upon the Earth, and that 
then He would convert all nations to Muhammadanism, and give 
up the government of the world to that now wretched Deceiver I 

Atta Muhammad being here, asked my husband if he &ited f 
He told him that Christians were left to their own discretion in 
this matter ; that he himself being &r from strong, never fasted, 
for if he did his thoughts would be fixed on food and drink instead 
of on the things of God. '' Ah !" said our stout friend, ^ that is 
the case with me. All day long I think to myself^ could I but 
have a drink of water — could I but eat a kawdb I— could I but 
have a chillam I (pipe)." As for Hasan Kh4n he took a pipe here 
yesterday, and said ^ he would make it up in the cold weather." 
The convert at Jallander of whom I told you, was baptized on 
Sunday, Augrust 22nd, with his infant child. His wife is not yet 
baptized, for she cannot prevail on herself to come from behind 
the pardah (curtain). 

The Quarter-Master Sergeant and Babu do all the Adjutant's 
work. They take the accounts of the regiment, make out indents 
or applications for arms, tents, ^c, ^c, pay abstracts, t. $, bills 
for uie monthly pay, and copy all the official correspondence. 
When the Regimental Baz&r was first established, large advances 
were made by C. to enable the shopkeepers to lay in stores for 
the regiment. He waited until the men bad eaten up more than 
the advances, and then settled the accounts of the Bani&hs (shop- 
keepers), who were thus entirely in his power. They had not 
only made out false accounts, but endeavoured to bribe the Babu 
to pass them, thinking that the Sahib would never look into the 
bills himself. The Babu brought the money to his master, ex- 
amined all the accounts carefully, and found numbers of charges 
made for men of straw who had no existence ; and relying on the 
ignorance of the recruits, especially the Sikhs, who did not know 
whether they had eaten two annas or six annas worth of meal a 
day, but only knew that they had had enough, endeavoured to 
cheat them idso by charging tiiem for immense quantities of food. 
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0. bad warned the Bani&hs to give credit to no Sep&hi beyond 
' two annas a day, telling them that he would only be responsible 
for that amount. He therefore struck off all the extra charges, 
turned off the man who had established the Bazar, and who had 
incited the Bani4h8 to offer the bribe, and told the remaining 
ones, that if they could not keep up their shops without advances 
Twhich they declared was impossible) tliat they might depart. 
Almost all of them have, however, stayed. My husband gets^ 
advances of 5,000 to 10,000 rupees at a time from the treasury. 
This money I keep in a trunk, and the Havildar-Major comes 
daily for 1*25 rupees, for the subsistence of the men. &y-the-by, 
hutting-money, t. e^ an. allowance to enable the men to build huts 
for themselves, has just been granted ; or rather, the news of its 
being granted has just come, though the order itself is dated June 
7th. Thus the regiment has been kept in tents during the whole 
of the hot weather and rains, chiefly owing to the uttor confusion 
with which everything is managed. 

Part of the Frontier Brigade is under* Colonel Lawrente at 
Lahore ; part of it under Major Mackeson. This regiment, and the 
drd, which is at Amballa, are under Major Mackeson ; yet both 
get their pav from Lahore, though there is a Paymaster in 
Amballa itselfl Perhaps the reason of this may be that these 
regiments are paid from money levied from the protected Sikh 
States, instead of the contingent which they were formerly bound 
to furnish ; but surely the Government must have heard of such 
things as bills and drafts. All the pay abstracts of all regiments 
have to bo sanctioned by the Auditor-General in Calcutta ; as he 
and his subordinates have far more than they can do, the whole 
business of revising the bills falls on native clerks, who make innu- 
merable retrenchments, perhaps more often wrongly than rightly ; 
while the Auditor-General, who, as you may suppose, is the bite 
noire of all military men, can hardly manage to sign the innumera- 
ble papers presented to him. The bills are then sent back, with 
all the retrenchments marked in red ink, and the rest sanctioned. 
A correspondence generally ensues ; the officer giving his author- 
ity for the charge objected to. Nothing £;oes direct ; but every 
letter through the immediate superior of the writer ; so that the 
delays are frightful. 

I will give you some extracts from the letters of an officer who 
is raising another of the Sikh regiments: — *^ June 7th. — ^As usual, 
can get no definite answer from Government about anything, and 
lucky to get one of any sort in three months at earliest How 
get you on with the Auditor-General f Of about 14,000 rupees 
Advances I have had from the Treasury, 6dr. la. lip. is the sum 
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total jet credited to me bj passed bills. Pleasant that ; and I 
meaning to walk off in October." Mj husband drew nearly 
100,000 rupees on his own responsibility, for the use of the regi- 
ment, before his bills were passed ^ Have you contrived 

yet to ascertain whether drummers are drummers or buglers! 
whether any tents will be allowed us or not, or Eh&lasis to take 
care of them f I can ascertain nothing, although I put my ques- 
tions in tolerably plain terms ; and, under all this provocation, as 
impertinentiy in style as may well be " 

^ July. — Patience and impatience, civility and incivility, argu- 
ment and persuasion, everything have I tried, and all to no puiv 
pose. The only reply I can get out of them is an imperturbable 
silence." (The writer, an excellent officer, is an Irishman.) " My 
arms and my accoutrements I have not received ; my indent was 
kept two full months in Calcutta, in order to allow of the rain com- 
mencing, and the roads becoming impassable for carts ; so that I 
shall probably not see them for the next two months, or five months 
after sending my indent And they expect the regiment to be 
rapidly complete ; and Mackeson — the innocent individual — ^writes 
to know if I am prepared to send out detachments, treasure escorts, 
drc .... The Khalasi war still goes on, in the shape Of furious 
letters on my part, and death-like silence on others — satisfactory 
sort of thing, especially as I am paying the establishment myself 
all this time.'' Speaking of his authority as ioint magistrate, he 
adds : *^ I have taken no notice whatever of tneir commission, or 
diplwna^ or whatever they call it When a fellow is cauffht thiev- 
ing, I ffivo him a licking in front of the regiment, and kick him 
out without any form, lliis thieving is the only civil offence they 
commit ; and for military ones, extra drill, g^uard, and reduction 
to the ranks, have sufficed without any court-martial." 

There seem to be hardly any beggars here, except a few reli- 
gious mendicantiij one of whom rides his horse as he asks alms. 
Some aged and blind people come to the house every Monday, and 
one now and then during the week ; but that is all. 

August Slst — ^The first death that has yet occurred in the regi- 
ment took place yesterday. When a Sep&hi dies, the men of his 
own caste in the regiment bury him ; and this one was burnt early 
this morning by the river side. As he left very little to send to 
his family l^ides a brass pot and a sheet, we have just paid the 
expenses of his funeral, amounting to Z^ rupees. It fills one with 
a feeling of indescribable pain to think of the dread realities on 
which this poor idolater has now opened his eyes. What an awful 
revelation of truth must that be which takes place (for the first 
time) on the other side of death I How this should make us pray 
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witb increasing fervour that the kingdom of Christ may soon come 
with power over all nations, and that the glory of the Lord may 
cover the earth as the waters cover the sea I 

My Munshi was telling me this morning about the Mussalman 
Sabbath. No work ouyht to be done on Uiat day ; but the poor 
people continue their labours as usual, except that they often attend 
the public prayers, which begin about one o'clock, and generally 
last two hours. 

After prayers, they have a sermon, and some people then go to 
the Baz&r, and buy and sell as usual ; but the Munshi said, ^ that 
was not very right" I told him about our Sabbath. He hap- 
pened to ask me what a monastery was, I explained to him about 
monks and nuns ; taking care to assure him that we had none, 
only Roman Catholics had ; for he understands the distinction 
between the two faiths very well, and told me the other day that 
the Shfas were like Roman Catholics ; which I thought a most 
convincing proof that he had formed a very bad opinion of the 
latter, whom he considers as ^ But parast," or idolaters. He then 
asked, very simply, *^ Nun — wife of monk f " 

Loodiana, September 8th, 1847. — ^The M6nshi often diverts me. 
The Ehansaman came with a very grave face to announce the 
death of a chicken. I did not hear what he said, so the Munshi 
interpreted in a solemn tone, ^^ Son of fowl — dead I" 

He also tells me many things about the customs of this country. 
He gives a frightful account of the state of morals, and when I 
told him that marriage was for life among us, he answered warmly 
that that was a very good custom. You may imagine the degraded 
condition of the people here, when I tell you that we constantly 
pass women in the open street bare down to the hips, little children 
have generally no clothing at all, and many of the men the smallest 
possible quantity. They do not seem to have the least sense of 
decency. We daily see fresh proofs that the whole world lieth in 
wickedness. 

The conduct of the Europeans, in many instances, is such as to 
make the natives despise and abhor them ; for, although worse 
themselves, vet they expect those above them to be better than 
thev ; and they know full well that our law requires a life of purity 
and holiness. Besides which, the usual haughtv and domineering 
manners of the English make them as unpopular here as on the 
continent of Europe, and as they are almost all in stations of some 
influence or authority in this coimtry, evil conduct on their part is 
the cause of injustice and suffering to those beneath them. When 
a man in office is under the power of a native woman, she invari- 
ably takes bribes, and he gets the credit of doing so; for ^she, of 
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cotrne, givM out that the Sahib shares in her extortions. Thus, 
whether the wretched man does or not, he loses his character for 
common honesty. Now, putting the principles of morality out of 
the question, it is evident that an officer who thus places himself 
into the hands of a heathen woman, is wholly unfit for any situa- 
tion of authority. 

The natires universally remark that the Sahib-I6ff do not live 
according to their book, and, therefore, despise their characters, 
though they fear their power. And the evil example of the Euro- 
peans has, doubtless, been one great reason why the Gospel has 
not made greater progress in India. 

Some time ago I read a very clever paper by a heathen Brah- 
man, showing why he would not embrace Popery. His argument 
was, that he, as a Brahman, professed all that Popery o£fered ; that 
they were too much alike to make it worth while to change. You 
have your images, he said, and we have ours ; you have Monks, 
and we have Suniasis ; you have the Virgin and the Saints, we 
have Ka\i and innumerable Deities ; you have rosaries and holy 
water, and so have we ; and thus he went on, making a minute 
parallel between the two. Now I am sure that a similar prejudice 
IS created against pure Chrintianity, when Mussalman and Hindus 
see that the lives of professed Christians are no better, and some- 
times more openly scandalous than their own. It is impossible to 
overrate the importance of the influence of the most insignificant 
creature, either for good or evil. 

We were speaking this morning of several proofs of this. For 
instance, a Missionary on board ship had two odious children, one 
a mere baby, just beginning to walk, the other a boy of three 
years old, both so excessively naughty and disagreeable, that I am 
sure those two children, young as they were, confirmed and created 
a prejudice in almost every one of the passengers against Missions 
and Missionaries in general, thus doing as much harm as their 
father's labours did good. 

We took tea with Mr. Porter the other evening : he told us 
about Azim, a new convert at Jalander. He belongs to a family 
of Pir zadelis (or sons pf a Saint), who live in an mclosure, out 
of which none of their women are ever permitted to go, even 
veiled, and if they do go out they may never return. This is the 
reason he has not brought his wife from behind the Pardah, be- 
cause he has nowhere to take her to, and if she once left the Com- 
pound she could not re-enter it He has some property, which 
he holds jointly with the rest of the family, and he is now trying 
to ffet his share separated from theirs. Mr. Porter thinks him a 
tru^ converted man. Azim says that there is another man in 
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Jalander who is ready to become a Christian, but being very poor, 
he would require support. 

Mr. Porter said, that the Convert's knowledge of all Christian 
doctrine is quite wonderful, considering the short time which has 
elapsed since he first heard or read the Gospel. He is a well- 
educated man ; another proof that nothing is too hard for the 
Lord, for the difference in bigotir between the learned and un- 
learned Musalman is very marked. 

The feeling of the former regarding the unlearned of their own 
creed, seems to be exactly that of the Jewish Scribes : ^ This peo- 
ple who know not the law are cursed ;" and if we did not remem- 
ber the sovereignty of Divine Grace, we should be inclined to pro- 
nounce the conversion of a Mullah or Molevi fa priest or scnbe) 
impossible. It is hard for a man to acknowleage with Paul, that 
all his learning is loss in comparison to the knowledge of Christ 

By-the-bye, we have been endeavouring to get the Bible Society 
in Calcutta to print Bibles, so that they will be read. Some time 
ago we sent to Calcutta for a Persian Bible, for the purpose of 
presenting it to the Shahzadeh Shahp6r. It arrived beautifully 
bound ; but all the old testament is in the Arabic instead of the 
Persian character, and, consequently, not one Muhammadan in 
twenty, either here or in Afghanistan, either can or will read it. 
The Arabic appears plainer to us, it is much stiffer and straighter, 
while the Persian is more flowing, like a written hand ; but still 
many cannot, and more will not, read the former. Who would 
read a volume printed in italics f In vain the Missionaries have 
represented this, the Bible Society will not listen to them, for the 
Arabic is cheaper, and all the learned men down in Calcutta ap- 
prove of it 

Arabic is the study on which an Eastern scholar especially prides 
himself^ just as a European does on Greek ; and European Orien- 
talists are infected with the same preference : but not only are the 
people in Calcutta as profoundly ignorant of India in general as 
a Cockney, who has never left the sound of Bow bells, is of Ben 
Lomond, and more so, for the Cockney might read about Scot- 
land ; but what can a man read about Upper India t — the Cock- 
ney could get Scotch newspapers, but what can be found equiva- 
lent to these in Calcutta — but all the learned Molevis whom they 
consult, think of nothing but displaying their learning, and are 
wholly opposed to the Gospel. Now are they, or are the compara- 
tively unlearned Missionaries, the best judges of which will be 
most acceptable, and most read f Would you consult Hannah 
More or Dr. Person anent tracts for the poor or cheap testaments f 

My husband wrote vehemently to Dr. DuS^ and told him that 
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bj this fklse ecoDomy rupees are sared and souls lost, so that I 
trust he may be able to influence the Bible Society to a better 
course. 

My curiosity was aroused by a very animated dialogue between 
C. and our Enansaman at dinner time. It appeared that Saiad 
Khan, the Ehansaman, although a Mussalman, had lent a large 
bamboo flEUi of mine to some of the men of the regiment to brush 
away the flies from an abominable idol of theirs. C. reproached 
him, and said, though he would do anything for the comfort of 
the men themselves, he would in nowise countenance or help them 
in dishonouring God. He then scrawled a hideous face on a sheet 
of paper, and said, ^ I know very well that Idolaters say they do 
not worship the image itself, but God through or by means oi the 
image ; but suppose your son were to make a hideous picture like 
this, and then take it to the Baz4r, and tell every one that it was 
your likeness, and then make saUm and pay respect to it, what 
would you do f Would you be pleased f '^ ^ I would make him 
eat blows,** returned Saiad Eh4n very decidedly. ^ Well then," 
my husband answered, ^ do you not think it must be most offen- 
sive to God to have a vile image made by man worshipped as his 
likeness?" The two Mussalmans heartily agreed, and the old 
HindQ bearer, who was pulling the Phankah, oroke in by vehe- 
mently declaring that idols were nothing but vanity and wicked- 
ness. This confirms what the Missionaries tell us, that both 
Heathens and MQhammadans will constantly grant many Scrip- 
ture truths, without, however, making the slightest change in their 
practice. Just as we ourselves too often do. 

Dr. Wilson, of Bombay, records that a large body of HindOs 
whom he addressed on the folly and sin of Idolatry, all, with one 
exception, assented to every statement he made. He adds, ** I 
could not but regard them as the willing subjects of the Enemy of 
Souls." Yesterday I sent off half of a translation I have been 
engaged in for some time past. It is of a German book called 
^ Der Grosse Versohnungs Tag," lent to me by Mrs. Rudolph, and 
consists of a Meditation and Prayer for each of the four-and- 
twenty hours of the last day of our Redeemer's Pilgrimage on 
Earth. It is very simple and affecting, and I found it so prontable 
thus to dwell on each portion of our Adorable Saviour's sufferings 
for our sake, that I thought a translation of it might be useful to 
many at home. And if it be instrumental in leading any to see 
more of that love of Christ which passeth knowledge, what a cause 
of thankfulness it will be, and the thain of events which caused 
its publication will be a source of praise. It was written and pub- 
lished in Germany about 100 years ago, but was quite out of print 

10 
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and unknown, when a copy was found at Helenendorf, a. colony on 
the other side of the Caucacus, in the hands of a pious old Chris- 
tian woman from WUrtemberg. Nothing could have induced her 
to give up this precious book but the hope of its being useful to 
others.. It was brought to Germany by a young Missionary, and 
has passed through two editions at Basle. Now, in this remote 
comer of the East, it falls into my hands to be translated. May 
God give the increase 1 : . 

I find drawing or painting almost too great an exertion in this 
very hot weather, so that I have sketched very little. 

Now that I have had some experience in housekeeping, both 
here and at home, I must say that I consider the excuse which 
ladies so commonly make for not doing fifty things that they are 
conscious they might do^-viz. that they have so large an establish- 
ment to manage — ^^quite futile. A large establishment need take 
no more time than a small one, and I am sure that a lady may 
look into everything herself and keep her house in excellent 
order by devoting an hour a day to it ; so from henceforth I enter 
a protest against all excuses on the score of housekeeping. I must 
teU you of an act of gallantry in Hasan Kh4n which quite asto^ 
nished me. He was leading me by tlie hand across the court just 
as you would a child, when he suddenly fell down on one knee to 
tie my shoe-string which had become loose. I, however, preferred 
doing it myself, as the task would have puzzled him. Coming 
home the other night we saw six or eight Kulis lying flat on their 
backs in the road with their heads close to our wheels, fanning 
themselves to sleep ! Almost the whole population sleep out or 
doors. They just draw in a foot which is sticking out bejond 
their charpais as our buggy passes. These light Charpais, t. e. 
Bedsteads, which are merelv a frame on which a mat of cord or 
tape is stretched, show one how easily the paralytic could ** take 
up his bed and walk." The houses are very miserable — I mean 
those of the poor people, being only a kind of stall or booth open 
to the street, and containing no furniture whatever. The walls 
are of mud. The ovens are sunk in the ground like wells, are 
first well heated, and the fire is then cleared out, and the bread, 
which is not unlike bannocks, pasted round the inside of the oven. 
It is then shut up and they are baked. Of an evening the streets 
are full of Eaw4b sellers, each fanning his fire and surrounded by 
hungry purchasers. Every now and then the clink of brass 
drinking vessels tells of the approach of a Muhammadan water- 
seller with his goatskin of water at his back. At sunset there 
are rows of Musalmiins at their devotions in front of the little 
mud mosques, while a loud bell announces the idolatrous rites of 
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the Hindus. A native officer called the other day in full uniform, 
followed hj a Sepahi. With many salams the officer presented 
the hilt of his sword and some rupees, first to my husband, then to 
me. He touched them, and the SepaJii offered two rupees in like 
manner. They came to pay their respects on promotion, the 
Sepahi having been made Naig, and the Jcmaddr Subadar. The 
latter is a meritorious old soldier to whom C. is now making up 
for former frowns of fortune. The grace and self-possession with 
which natives acquit themselves on occasions of this kind are 
remarkable. Nothing could be more perfect than the manners 
of the Sub&dar. 

Monday, Soptombor 13th. — ^We have been very anxious about 
Captain 0., whom I have mentioned to you as almost our only 
Christian acquaintance out of the Mission Compound. He is a 
youufi^ man, but ill-health has made him stoop and look older 
than he is ; very shy, so that at first I thought liim most uninter- 
esting, for he said scarcely a word, but twiddled his spoon in his 
tea, only listening attentively to all that was going on. We now 
hail his visits with joy, for he is a Christian of remarkable simpli- 
city, humility, and spirituality of mind, always ready to speak of 
that which is evidently uppermost in his thoughts, Christ and his 
Gospel. He is an insatisuble reader, and yet so modest that one 
might fancy he knew nothing, asking the opinion of others with 
a meekness and desire to learn that is quite touching. He labours 
much among the soldiers, but with little visible success, and lives 
very retired, though he seems most thoroughly to enjoy the society 
of real friends. 

Do you know I have been astonished to find lately the extent 
of the difference between Scotland and England on the subject of 
the Sabbath I The " Times" and many other organs of public 
opinion, and many people whom we have met, state the English 
doctrine to be much lower than the Scotch — far more so than I 
knew of. I thought the difference was chiefly in their practice, 
but one finds even clergymen holding that the Christian Sabbath 
is not expressly commanded, or to be strictly observed, as it was 
under the old law. But this is a digression u'om Captain C. 

You may easily imagine how, especially where friends and 
Christians are so scarce, one becomes knit to such a character. 
For the last week he has been very ill from exposure to the sun. 
He was nearly well when he went to a court-martial, a piece of 
imprudence, from which he is now suffering greatly. It appears 
like low typhus, with congestion of the brain. C. visits him morn- 
ing and evening. We trust he is improving a little. 

By the by, dear L. attacked me in her last letter for what I said 
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and unknown^ when a copy was found at Helenendorf, a. colony on 
the other side of the Caucacus, in the hands of a pious old Chris- 
tian woman from WUilemberg. Nothing could have induced her 
to give up this precious book but the hope of its being useful to 
others. It was brought to Germany by a young Missionary, and 
has passed through two editions at Basle. Now, in this remote 
comer of the East, it falls into my hands to be translated. May 
God give the increase 1 . 

I find drawing or painting almost too great an exertion in this 
very hot weather, so that I have sketched very little. 

Now that I have had some experience in housekeeping, both 
here and at home, I must say that I consider the excuse which 
ladies so commonly make for not doing fifty things that they are 
conscious they might do^-viz. that they have so large an establish- 
ment to manage — ^^quite futile. A large establishment need take 
no more time than a small one, and I am sure that a lady may 
look into everything herself and keep her house in excellent 
order by devoting an hour a day to it ; so from henceforth I enter 
a protest against all excuses on the score of housekeeping. I must 
teU you of an act of gallantry in Hasan Eh4n which quite asto^ 
nished me. He was leading me by the hand across the court just 
as you would a child, when he suddenly fell down on one knee to 
tie my shoe-string which had become loose. I, however, preferred 
doing it myself, as the task would have puzzled him. Coming 
home the other night we saw six or eight Kulis lying flat on their 
backs in the road with their heads close to our wheels, fanning 
themselves to sleep ! Almost the whole population sleep out or 
doors. They just draw in a foot which is sticking out bejond 
their charpais as our buggy passes. These light Charpais, t. e. 
Bedsteads, which are merelv a frame on which a mat of cord or 
tape is stretched, show one now easily the paralytic could *^ take 
up his bed and walk." The houses are very miserable — I mean 
those of the poor people, being only a kind of stall or booth open 
to the street, and containing no furniture whatever. The walls 
are of mud. The ovens are sunk in the ground like wells, are 
first well heated, and the fire is then cleared out, and the bread, 
which is not unlike bannocks, pasted round the inside of the oven. 
It is then shut up and they are baked. Of an evening the streets 
are full of Eaw&b sellers, each fanning his fire and surrounded by 
hungry purchasers. Every now and then the clink of brass 
drinking vessels tells of the approach of a Muhammadan water- 
seller with his goatskin of water at his back. At sunset there 
are rows of Musalm^ins at their devotions in front of the little 
mud mosques, while a loud bell announces the idolatrous rites of 
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the Hindus. A native officer called the other day in full uniform, 
followed by a Sepahi. With many salams the officer presented 
the hilt of bis sword and some rupees, first to my husband, then to 
me. He touched them, and the Sepahi offered two rupees in like 
manner. They came to pay their respects on promotion, the 
Sepahi having been made Naig, and the Jcmad4r Subadar. The 
latter is a meritorious old soldier to whom C. is now making up 
for former frowns of fortune. The grace and self-possession with 
which natives acquit themselves on occasions of this kind are 
remarkable. Nothing could be more perfect than the manners 
of the Sub&dar. 

Monday, Soptomber 13th. — ^We have been very anxious about 
Captain 0., whom I have mentioned to you as almost our only 
Christian acquaintance out of the Mission Compound. He is a 
younfi^ man, but ill-health has made him stoop and look older 
than he is ; very shy, so that at first I thought liim most uninter- 
esting, for he said scarcely a word, but twiddled his spoon in his 
tea, only listening attentively to all that was going on. We now 
hail his visits with joy, for he is a Christian of remarkable simpli- 
city, humility, and spirituality of mind, always ready to speak of 
that which is evidently uppermost in his thoughts, Christ and his 
Gospel. He is an insatiaole reader, and yet so modest that one 
might fancy he knew nothing, asking the opinion of others with 
a meekness and desire to learn that is quite touching. He labours 
much among the soldiers, but with little visible success, and lives 
very retired, though he seems most thoroughly to enjoy the society 
of real friends. 

Do you know I have been astonished to find lately the extent 
of the difference between Scotland and England on the subject of 
the Sabbath ! The '* Times'* and many other organs of public 
opinion, and many people whom we have met, state the English 
doctrine to be much lower than the Scotch — far more so than I 
knew of. I thought the difference was chiefly in their practice, 
but one finds even clergymen holding that the Christian Sabbath 
is not expressly commanded, or to be strictly observed, as it was 
under the old law. But this is a digression m>m Captain C. 

You may easily imagine how, especially where friends and 
Christians are so scarce, one becomes knit to such a character. 
For the last week he has been very ill from exposure to the sun. 
He was nearly well when he went to a court-martial, a piece of 
imprudence, from which he is now suffering greatly. It appears 
like low typhus, with congestion of the brain. C. visits him morn- 
ing and evening. We trust he is improving a little. 

By the by, dear L. attacked me in her last letter for what I said 
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MCiMil tf& fld» aikMUy wiidb kMHtcd U 
WWfli tk^ |psik» ftvMtt L««if«» Umt of«r tt«, tWj ic«if« and fif«; 
wirttt lli^pMili r>f bdl rcttcli tbem, t^cj&; Md tbalicafl^^ 
twwiii fer »rer. I n<lMrlk»k widudMHnlmflBsgDtokdiftra 
tMHi^ hit I foisii ubffart, 

MMmy fA Uktr trawlttMH asd d o c trif are fhiHwfcly aland, aad 
«Ub«f» ar« racWr pMitieaL For iaalwati ; Abdalrahawa Kbaai, wiM» 
iAaii ««>nMa aad sit* witk «a ia tbe ereaia^ oa oar adnina^ tka 
«xlr«Ma Uaaiy </ tLe ikj^ deigaad to « tigfatra as oa tbe aafcfeei 
</ tAm ilaniiy mt Aafiog tluit all tlnagii woa ocatod willi a itftitia ca 
to AMMy aad t£at tl^e itai a were ataek ia tba »kj fix- oar pteaaan^ 
j«ii aa braMkbeadad aaik are ataek ia a door. Soon after, va mw 
oaa of thoaa baatttifiil iaOintt utaia. to firaaaciii in this dimala i GL 
askad oar A^dbia Iricad what he thoa|^ of them. He aaid that 
the ei^il aage» eoastaatlj eadearoar to Ikten to what is goiac oa 
ia Taradite^ hot tliat the hearealj watdieri at the gate hurl thesa 
i/i^ <hMts at them, aad drire th^ back. 

The (loafterfnaster-Berifeaat meotaooed easnalhr the other daf, 
that at the battle of BcXraon oolj one mortar had a platlbrm, 
without whieli essetitial appenda^ a mortar, on being fired, goea 
head over heels and buries itself in the sand. Two or three howitr 
fers burst (at want of platlbrms, and the snpplj of ammnnitioa 
was so short that tlie batteries were silenced wt want of it, at the 
rerjr time when tbe^ on^t to hare corered the adranoe of the 
fo&fitrjr against the Bikh batteries. The consequence was, that the 
latter played on our troops with redoubled vigour and effidct, and 
caused most murderous results. There were so few artillerymen 
"to serve the guos, that most of the horse artillery were dismounted 
to man Uie batteries. When, therefore, tbe horse artillery were 
re<iuired, tbe guns were brought forward under the charge of bare- 
lei^ed Haises (grooms), with liere and there a dragoon whom they 
had picked up as they could, the horses kicking over tbe traces, and 
everything in confusion.* Major T., who you know is a kindly 

* QusrtennsMUif-Bsijssnt W. C. Wharton, who related ths sbove^ wss 
a flrst^sUi Boa-eommUoiied offioer. Hs wss afterwards traasliBrred to 
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and the island Atlantis being orerwhelmed hj the waves, sunk 
in the ocean. And the sea in this place has been ever since so 
filled with mud and sand, that no one can sail over it to those 
other islands, or near the firm land. The islands alluded to as 
beyond Atlantis, are evidently the West India Isles. The whole 
account is probably true, and afibrds a reasonable solution to the 
division of the earth in the time of Peleff, and also to the question 
how America was peopled. If from Africa, the extermination 
and subjection of Ham oy Japhet meets with striking fulfilment 
in that hemisphere. The Red Indians are not unlike the ancient 
Egyptians, and the earthquake happened long enough ago to 
account for the depth of the sea at present, although 1600 or 
1800 years b. o. it may have been still choked with sand and 
mud." 

I wish you could find out if Columbus knew of this passage in 
Plato, and if it had any influence — (if he knew it, it must have 
had some) — ^in convincing him that there was a great continent 
beyond the Atlantic. 

It will give you some idea of the depravity of the Natives, to 
mention that wo passed to-day a pretty little girl, singing at the 
top of lior voice ; and 0. told me tiiat the words of the song wore 
so utterly detestable and vile, that hardly any man among the worst 
in London would sing such, unless previously intoxicated. Mu- 
hammadans are practically as bad as the Hindus, though their reli- 
gion is far better ; for nothing, it is said, can equal we abomina- 
tions of the Hindu deities and modes of worship. 

The verses taught to children at school are such as cannot be 
repeated. I saw a letter lately from an educated Hindu, who afi;er 
citing one or two, said that " decency forbade him to give any fur- 
ther specimens of the slokas or couplets he had been taught in his 
childhood." Think what must be the state of a nation, when 
children are systematically trained in wickedness, and their acts of 
worship consist of crimes. Mrs. Janvier was saying the other day, 
that although the abolition of Sati is a thing to be carried through 
by all means, still that the condition of a Hindu widow is often so 
lamentable as to make death almost preferable. She is obliged to 
submit to all kinds of austerities and fasts, and from their patriarchal 
mode of living — (all the branches of a family live together under 
one roof, and under the authority of the father or eldest brother) 
— too many jealous eyes are over the poor widow, to allow of her 
escaping any of these inflictions. 

I now, with the help of the dictionary, manage to have long 
conversations with my Munshi. I was telling him the other day 
about the Algerines, and mentioned that they, aa well as the Tnrk* 
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ish and ^yptian Muhammadans, freely ate and smoked witl^ Chris- 
tians, lie said at once there was nothing in the Kurdn against it. 
Although a learned man, he knew nothing about the Egyptians 
beyond the name, nor about the Memliiks, or the Beys, or Uie Dey 
of Algiers. I endeavoured to give him some idea of Christianity, 
and in return he told me that Muhammadans believe in purgatory, 
which they call ^ Ar&f," and which is tenanted by infants of Hindus 
and others, who, dying before they have committed sin, are con- 
signed to this abode, which is situated between heaven and helL 
When the gales from heaven blow over them, they revive and live ; 
when the gusts of hell reach them, they die ; and this alternation con- 
tinues for ever. I rather think wicked Mussalmans go to hell for a 
time, but I must inquire. 

Many of their traditions and doctrines are childishly absurd, and 
others are rather poetical. For instance : Abdulrahman Khan, who 
often comes and sits with us in the evening, on our admiring the 
extreme beauty of the sky, deigned to enlighten us on the subject 
of the stars, by saying that all tilings were created with a reference 
to man, and that the stars were stuck in the sky for our pleasure, 
just as brass-headed nails are stuck in a door. Soon after, we saw 
one of those beautiful falling stars, so frequent in this climate ; C. 
asked our Afghan friend what he thought of them. He said that 
the evil angels constantly endeavour to listen to what is going on 
in Paradise, but that the heavenly watchers at the gate hurl wesa 
fiery darts at them, and drive them back. 

The Quartermaster-Sergeant mentioned casually the other day, 
that at the battle of Sobraon only one mortar had a platform, 
without which essential appendage, a mortar, on being fired, goes 
head over heels and buries itself in the sand. Two or three howit- 
zers burst for want of platforms, and the supply of ammunition 
was so short that the batteries were silenced for want of it, at the 
very time when they ought to have covered the advance of the 
infantry against the Sikh batteries. The consequence was, that the 
latter played on our troops with redoubled vigour and effect, and 
caused most murderous results. There were so few artillerymen 
''to serve the guns, that most of the horse artillery were dismounted 
to man the oatteries. When, therefore, the horse artillery were 
required, the guns were brought forward under the charge of bare- 
legged Saises (grooms), with here and there a dragoon whom they 
had picked up as they could, the horses kicking over the traces, and 
everything in confusion.* Major T., who you know is a kindly 

* Qiuurtermaster^ijeaiit W. C. Wharton, who relatod tho abov^ was 
a fintfate non-conuniflsioned officer. H« was afterwards traDsferred to 
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Scot, told 0. the first enemy they met, that he never saw such con- 
foosian. You may imngiue that the authorities have not profited 
▼eiy much by the lesson they then received, on the danger of being 
unprovided with military stores ; for the magazine here is almost 
totally denuded of everything it ought to have. The nearest maga- 
zine is that at Dehli, 200 miles distant, situated in the heiart of the 
city, in the midst of a fanatical Muhammadan population, three 
miles from the cantonments, with a slender guard, thus being open 
to a surprise by any daring adventurer or sudden outbreak. 

Last campaign there was nothing to prevent the Sikhs pushing 
on to Dehli, except the good providence of God which kept then! 
from doing it. Colonel Drummond, Quartermaster-General of Uie 
Army, who has just finished a very laborious work for the Gover- 
nor-General, on the comparative slilubrity of the different canton- 
ments in India, was telling my husband of a curious instance of 
perverseness in the Governments of India for a great number of 
years. Chinsurah, near Calcutta, has been the dep6t for newly- 
arrived troops. It has been remonstrated against on account of its 
extreme unhealthiness, ever since the place came into our; posses- 
sion, yet the successive Governments of India have persisted in 
inaintAining the station, and have built barracks at an expense of 
three laks of rupees (30,000/.), where the men die by scores. Each 
man, by the time he is fit for duty in India, is reckoned as having cost 
the Company from 100/. to 120/., so that the extravagance of 
maintainmg so unhealthy a station, to say nothing of its inhu- 
manity, is obvious. Colonel Drummond is a very fine old officer, 
full of energy. He told C. that although a Qui-hy* himself, he 
always inveighed against the want of common discipline in the 
Bengal army. He recollected the time long ago, when he was on 
service with some Madras troops, when he nearly got into several 
serious quarrels with officers of his own Presidency, for openly 

the 28rd Bengal Native Infantry as Sergeant-Major : on one occasion, dul*- 
ing Sir Charles Napier's expedition in 1860, he killed no less than sCVen 
men with his own hand, one after the other, chiefly with the sword. For a 
feat for which Napoleon would have eiven him the Legion of Honour on 
the spot, and which 6ir Charles Napier, with his quick appreciation of 
military excellence of every kind, would have rewarded to the extent of 
liis power, the only recompense he got was a coarse rebuke from a coarse 
commanding ofiicer, telling him he needn't expect to obtain a commission, 
zabardast (t. *., by force) in that way. This excellent non-commissioned 
officer has lately fallen a sacrifice to the climate of Bengal (1851). 

* i. e. a, Bengal officer ; so called from the number of servants employed 
in Bengal, who are summoned by calling Koi-hy f Who is there! Bom- 
bay officers are called Ducks, from a &h for which their presidency la 
famous. Madras officers, Mulls; I know not why. 
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asserting the superiority of. the Madras system of discipline. 
0. however thinks that the incessant worry of the Madras sys- 
tem would never suit the Bengal Sepahi ; and even as it is, it 
chiefly falls on the shoulders of the unfortunate European officers, 
for the Government of the ^ benighted presidency*' have long been 
in the habit of yielding to all the demands of the Sepahis, who, being 
very low caste men, manufacture and obtrude their religious preju- 
dices on all occasions, when the high caste Bengalis would never 
think of making an objection. 

As an instance of this culpable weakness, a Madras officer re- 
lated to my husband that the Adjutant-General having determined 
to introduce the Kilmarnock cap worn in Bengal, in place of the 
absurd monstrosity hitherto in use n;he sight of which is enough 
to provoke Heraclitus himself to mirth), it was arranged to try it 
in one regiment, on the principle that if one sheep leaps a dyke, 
the rest will follow. The men cheerfully agreed to it, with the 
single exception of the son of the Munshi, who was incited to 
rebel by his father, a bigotted old Musulmdn. The cap was no 
more against his creed than it is against yours, nevertheless, in- 
stead of at once dismissing the malcontent and serving out the 
caps, the authorities had the incredible weakness to reverse their 
own decree, to recall the caps, and restore the ancient monstrosity 
to its former " hideous reign." 

I am happy to say tlie muskets C. rejected, have, on his repre- 
sentation, been changed by Government, who have ordered him 
some of a superior kind (fusils), but which are not to be had 
nearer than Dehli, so that he is not likely to get them until No- 
vember, although he indented for them in May. 

One of his old Jezailchis stopped us the other day as we were 
going out, with such a handsome open countenance, that I was 
quite interested in him before I knew who he was. Hasan Khkn 
remembered him peifectly, and confirmed his assertion that he was 
one of the last men that remained with him after my husband was 
given up as a hosUige. C. has now furnished him with clean gar- 
ments, and is trying to get a pension for him. He has lost the 
toes of one foot from the frost on the retreat from Kabul. II is 
name is Muhammad Khdn. lie lives here, and like Homer's He- 
roes, is no less remarkable for his prowess at the feast than in the 
fray. B^edullah, who has acted as his purveyor, assured us that 
he never saw a man eat so much at a meal ; he has devoured f 
of a sir of moat and I^ sirs of meal daily, and as BaeduUah 
added, *^ He made us all lav hold of our ears, and cry ^ Tobah V 
when we saw him.'' This they do to express extreme astonish- 
ment. Now, as a sir is equivalent to 2 lbs., it is no wonder that 
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the Jezailchi has grown yisibly hi during the last week. He does 
nothing but walk about, sleep, eat as aforesaid, smoke, and look as 
meek and as happy as a lamb. 

September 16th. — ^The Express came last ni^ht. Heard that 
my dearest and honoured father had entered mto his rest As 
we were coming home at nearly dark that evening, we met Prince 
Shahpiir, who immediately sent a horseman to inquire how I was. 
I must tell you an instance of his ready politeness. On riding 
home one morning, C. happened to look over the Shah Zddeh's 
wall, and seeing his venerable monitor Sirfr&z there, made some 
little compliment on its good order. In the course of the morn- 
ing Shall t>6r sent us a tray of the best vegetables he had. The 
Afghans have shown me much sympathy and kindness. When 
Hasan Khan first met me, he was quite moved, and repeatedly 
said to my husband, ** Comfort her, comfort her." 

Monday, 21st September. — The letters did not arrive (all this 
afternoon. Sad as they were, they were full of comfort to me. I 
look up with joy, and think of my dearest father, with his youth 
'* renewed like the eagle's," seeing Jesus " face to hce^^ and I feel 
I cannot mourn for him. 

22nd September, 1847. — My Munshi came to me this morning, 
and seeing me look sad, he tried to comfort me as follows : — 
" "Wise man — not know what sorrow is." I smiled. " Patience 
very good.** I assented. " Will of God." I then told him as 
well as I could the ground of comfort I had ; that my dearest 
father had loved God on earth, and that, therefore, I trusted he 
was now with God, and told him the comjfort he had in reading 
the Scriptures. 

September 24th. — ^There was an eclipse of the moon, which the 
Hindus believe is caused by the attempt of a great green dragon 
to devour her ; they usually make a hideous noise to scare away 
her assailants, but the Hindus of Loodiana showed remarkable 
apathy, and made but few efibrts in her behalf. 

The 6th Native Infantry had a great wrestling match, to which 
our regiment was invited. We stopped as we were passing their 
lines, but it was all over, except some of them playing at single- 
stick with very small shields, under the thick shady foliage of the 
spreading trees. Several of the 6th came up, as scantily clad as 
decent men well could be. They were evidently pleased at our 
stopping, and brought out a long-necked bottle of rose-water, 
wherewith they sprinkled my husband, and then, having asked 
permission, they dexterously sent a showerful into mv eyes. They 
then offered us a tray with slices of apples and spices, a few of 
which I took. This is the simple and courteous entertainment 

10* 
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Jalander who is ready to become a Christian, but being very poor, 
he would require support. 

Mr. Porter said, that the Conyert's knowledge of all Christian 
doctrine is quite wonderful, considering the short time which has 
elapsed since he first heard or read the Gospel. He is a well- 
educated man ; another proof that nothing is too hard for the 
Lord, for the difference in bigotir between the learned and un- 
learned Musalman is yery markeo. 

The feeling of the former regarding the unlearned of their own 
creed, seems to be exactly that of the Jewish Scribes : ^* This peo- 
ple who know not the law are cursed ;" and if we did not remem- 
ber the soyereignty of Divine Grace, we should be inclined to pro- 
nounce the conversion of a Mullah or Molevi ^a priest or scnbe) 
impossible. It is hard for a man to acknowleage with Paul, that 
all his learning is loss in comparison to the knowledge of Christ. 

By-the-bye, we have been endeavouring to get the Bible Society 
in Calcutta to print Bibles, so that they will be read. Some time 
ago we sent to Calcutta for a Persian Bible, for the purpose of 
presenting it to the Shahzadeh Shahp6r. It arrived beautifully 
bound ; but all the old testament is in the Arabic instead of the 
Persian character, and, consequently, not one Muhammadan in 
twenty, either here or in Afghanistan, either can or will read it. 
The Arabic appears plainer to us, it is much stiffer and straighter, 
while the Persian is more flowing, like a written hand ; but still 
many cannot, and more will not, read the former. Who would 
read a volume printed in italics f In vain the Missionaries have 
represented this, the Bible Society will not listen to them, for the 
Arabic is cheaper, and all the learned men down in Calcutta ap- 
prove of it 

Arabic is the study on which an Eastern scholar especially prides 
himself^ just as a European does on Greek ; and European Orien- 
talbts are infected with the same preference : but not only are the 
people in Calcutta as profoundly ignorant of India in general as 
a Cockney, who has never left the sound of Bow bells, is of Bon 
Lomond, and more so, for the Cockney might read about Scot- 
land ; but what can a man read about Upper India f — ^the Cock- 
ney could get Scotch newspapers, but what can be found equiva- 
lent to these in Calcutta — but all the learned Molevis whom they 
consult, think of nothing but displaying their learning, and are 
wholly opposed to the Gospel. Now are t?iey, or are the compara- 
tively unlearned Missionaries, the best judges of which will be 
most acceptable, and most read f Would you consult Hannah 
More or Dr. Person anent tracts for the poor or cheap testaments f 

My husband wrote vehemently to Dr. Duff^ and told him that 
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by this false economy rupees are saved and souls lost, so that I 
trust he may be able to influence the Bible Society to a better 
course. 

My curiosity was aroused by a very animated dialogue between 
C. and our Enansaman at dinner time. It appeared that Saiad 
Khan, tlie Khansaman, although a Mussalman, had lent a large 
bamboo fan of mine to some of the men of the regiment to brush 
away the flies from an abominable idol of theirs. C. reproached 
him, and said, though he would do anything for the comfort of 
the men themselves, he would in nowise countenance or help them 
in dishonouring God. He then scrawled a hideous iace on a sheet 
of paper, and said, ^ I know very well that Idolaters say they do 
not worship the image itself, but God through or by means of the 
image ; but suppose your son were to make a hideous picture like 
this, and then take it to the Baz4r, and tell every one that it was 
your likeness, and then make saUm and pay respect to it, what 
would you do ? Would you be pleased ? " "I would make him 
eat blows," returned Saiad Kh&n very decidedly. •* Well then," 
my husband answered, ^ do you not think it must be most offen- 
sive to God to have a vile image made by man worshipped as his 
likeness?" The two Mussalmans heartily agreed, and the old 
nindu bearer, who was pulling the Phankah, l)roke in by vehe- 
mently declaring that idols were nothing but vanity and wicked- 
ness. This confirms what the Missionaries tell us, that both 
Heathens and Muhammadans will constantly grant many Scrip- 
ture truths, without, however, making the slightest change in their 
practice. Just as we ourselves too often do. 

Dr. Wilson, of Bombay, records that a large body of Hindiis 
whom he addressed on the folly and sin of Idolatry, all, with one 
exception, assented to every statement he made. He adds, ^ I 
could not but regard them as the willing subjects of the Enemy of 
Souls." Yesterday I sent off half of a translation I have been 
engaged in for some time past. It is of a German book called 
^ Der Grosse Versohnungs Tag," lent to me by Mrs. Rudolph, and 
consists of a Meditation and Prayer for each of the four-and- 
twenty hours of the last day of our Redeemer's Pilgrimage on 
Earth. It is very simple and affecting, and I found it so profitable 
thus to dwell on each portion of our Adorable Saviour's sufferings 
for our sake, that I thought a translation of it might be useful to 
many at home. And if it be instrumental in leading any to see 
more of that love of Christ which passeth knowledge, what a cause 
of thankfulness it will be, and the chain of events which caused 
its publication will be a source of praise. It was written and pub- 
lished in Germany about 100 years ago, but was quite out of print 
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and unknown, when a copy was found at Helenendorf, a. colony on 
the other side of the Caucacus, in the bands of a pious old Chris- 
tian woman from WUrtemberg. Nothing could have induced her 
to give up this precious book but the hope of its being useful to 
others, . It was brought to Germany by a young Missionary, and 
has passed through two editions at Basle. Now, in this remote 
comer of the East, it falls into my hands to be translated. May 
God give the increase 1 . . 

I find drawing or paindng almost too great an e^certion m this 
very hot weather, so that I have sketched very little. 

Now that I have had some experience in housekeeping, both 
here and at home, I must say that I consider the excuse which 
ladies so commonly make for not doing fifty things that they are 
conscious they might do-^-viz. that they have so large an establish-^ 
ment to manage — ^^quite futile. A large establishment need take 
no more time than a small one, and I am sure that a lady may 
look into everything herself and keep her house in excellent 
order by devoting an hour a day to it ; so from henceforth I enter 
a protest against all excuses on the score of housekeeping. I must 
tell you of an act of gallantry in Hasan Kh4n which quite asto^ 
nished me. He was leadiug me by the hand across the court just 
as you would a child, when he suddenly fell down on one knee to 
tie my shoe-string which had become loose. I, however, preferred 
doing it myself, as the task would have puzzled him. Coming 
home the other night we saw six or eight Kulis lying flat on their 
backs in the road with their heads close to our wheels, fanning 
themselves to sleep ! Almost the whole population sleep out or 
doors. They just draw in a foot which is sticking out bejond 
their charpais as our buggy passes. These light Charpais, t. e. 
Bedsteads, which are merely a frame on which a mat of cord op 
tape is stretched, show one how easily the paralytic could ** take 
up his bed and walk." The houses are very miserable — I mean 
those of the poor people, being only a kind of stall or booth open 
to the street, and containing no furniture whatever. The walls 
are of mud. The ovens are sunk in the ground like wells, are 
first well heated, and the fire is then cleared out, and the bread, 
which is not unlike bannocks, pasted round the inside of the oven. 
It is then shut up and they are baked. Of an evening the streets 
are full of Eaw4b sellers, each fanning his fire and surrounded by 
hungry purchasers. Every now and then the clink of brass 
drinking vessels tells of the approach of a Miihammadan water- 
seller with his goatskin of water at his back. At sunset there 
are rows of Musalmdns at their devotions in front of the little 
mud mosques, while a loud bell announces the idolatrous rites of 
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the Hindus. A native officer called the other daj in full uniform, 
followed by a Sepahi. With many salams the officer presented 
the hilt of his sword and some rupees, first to my husband, then to 
me. He touched them, and the Sepahi offered two rupees in like 
manner. They came to pay their respects on promotion, the 
Sepahi having been made Naig, and the Jemad4r Subadar. The 
latter is a meritorious old soldier to whom C. is now making up 
for former frowns of fortune. The grace and self-possession with 
which natives acquit themselves on occasions of this kind are 
remarkable. Nothing could be more perfect than the manners 
of the Sub&dar. 

Monday, September 13th. — ^We have been very anxious about 
Captain 0., whom I have mentioned to you as almost our only 
Christian acquaintance out of the Mission Compound. He is a 
younff man, but ill-health has made him stoop and look older 
than he is ; very shy, so that at first I thought liim most uninter- 
esting, for he said scarcely a word, but twiddled his spoon in his 
tea, only listening attentively to all that was going on. We now 
hail his visits with joy, for he is a Christian of remarkable simpli- 
city, humility, and spirituality of mind, always ready to speak of 
that which is evidently uppermost in his thoughts, Christ and his 
Gospel. He is an insatiable reader, and yet so modest that one 
might fancy he knew nothing, asking the opinion of others with 
a meekness and desire to learn that is quite touching. He labours 
much among the soldiers, but with little visible success, and lives 
very retired, though he seems most thoroughly to enjoy the society 
of real friends. 

Do you know I have been astonished to find latelv the extent 
of the difference between Scotland and England on the subject of 
the Sabbath 1 The '* Times" and many other organs of public 
opinion, and many people whom we have met, state the English 
doctrine to be much lower than the Scotch — far more so than I 
knew of. I thought the difference was chiefly in their practice, 
but one finds even clergymen holding that the Christian Sabbath 
is not expresslv commanded, or to be strictlv observed, as it was 
under the old law. But this is a digression m)m Captain C. 

You may easily imagine how, especially where friends and 
Christians are so scarce, one becomes knit to such a character. 
For the last week he has been very ill from exposure to the sun. 
He was nearly well when he went to a court-martial, a piece of 
imprudence, from which he is now suffering greatly. It appears 
like low typhus, with congestion of the brain. C. visits him morn- 
ing and evening. We trust he is improving a little. 

By the by, dear L. attacked me in her last letter for what I said 
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about ladies taking too much wine. But I am more and more 
convinced of the sad fact, and I no longer wonder that most 
people have bad health in India when, in addition to exposure, 
often unavoidable, to the sun, thej eat and drink even more than 
in Europe. Meat twice and even three times a day, wine, beer 
and porter are enough to kill anj one in a climate like this. 
Several people have assured mo that in the hot weather I should 
find it absolutely necessary to drink beer or porter, because I am 
delicate. I am quite convinced I should have been laid up with 
fever had I touched either, and I rejoice to say numbers in India 
are beginning to find out that abstemiousness is the best way, 
both to husband and to increase strength. As to the question of 
total abstinence, I am greatly in its favour ; first, because it is a 
Christian's duty not to put a stumbling-block or occasion to fall 
in our brother's way, and the force of example does wonders — 
here it is essential to health, and at home the example is still 
more needed, on account of the lower classes ; secondly, a pledge 
keeps people steady to their own resolutions, and provides a suffi- 
cieut answer whenever they are tempted to break them. There 
are inconveniences, but Uiey must be endured for the sake of the 
great ffood both to healtli, mind, and soul, and especially to tem- 
per, which total abstinence produces. I do not thmk it torong to 
take wine or beer in themselves, and in extreme moderation ; but 
I think the evils arisinc^ from them are so great and so extoude<l, 
that all Christians ought to come boldly forward and endeavour 
to stem the torrent. As to the argument from Scripture, the art 
of distilling was not known for some hundred years after, so that 
the wines spoken of in Scripture were^not spirituous^ and it is alco- 
hol that is so pernicious to health. 

I have always omitted telling you of an interesting passage 
relating to the manner in which America was populated. It is by 
a Dr. Lindley, of Tennessee, in the *' American Biblical Reposi- 
tory." 

^* Beu^el says, that Qen. x. 25, means ' he was called Peleg, 
because we earth was divided in his days.' The word means a 
physical and geographical division which happened at once, and 
it is principally applicable to a division oi land and water. 
"Whence in the Hebrew tongue, Peleg came to signify a river. 
Plato relates that the old Egyptian priests taught that there was 
formerly, near the pillars of Hercules, an island called Atlantis, 
larger than all Lybia and Asia, and from it an easy passage to 
other islands, and from these to the continent which was opposite 
and next to the true sea or Pacific In after times, there happened 
a dreadful earthquake, which continued a whole day and night, 
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and the island Atlantis being overwhelmed by the waves, sunk 
in the ocean. And the sea in this place has been ever since so 
filled with mud and sand, that no one can sail over it to those 
other islands, or near the firm land. The islands alluded to as 
beyond Atlantis, are evidently the West India Isles. The whole 
account is probably true, and affords a reasonable solution to the 
division of the earth in the time of Pele^, and also to the question 
how America was peopled. If from Africa, the extermination 
and subjection of Ham Iby Japhet meets with striking fulfilment 
in that hemisphere. The Red Indians are not unlike the ancient 
E^ptians, and the earthquake happened long enou&^h ago to 
account for the depth of the sea at present, although 1600 or 
1800 years b. o. it may have been still choked wit£ sand and 
mud." 

I wish you could find out if Columbus knew of this passage in 
Plato, and if it had any infiuenco — (if he knew it, it must have 
had some) — ^in convincing him that there was a great continent 
beyond the Atlantic 

It will ffive you some idea of the depravity of the Natives, to 
mention that we passed to-day a pretty little girl, singing at the 
top of her voice ; and C. told me tliat tne words of the song wore 
so utterly detestable and vile, that hardly any man among the worst 
in London would sing such, unless previously intoxicated. Mu- 
hammadans are practically as bad as tne Hindus, though their reli- 
gion is far better ; for nothing, it is Baid, can equal tne abomina- 
tions of the Hindu deities and modes of worship. 

The verses taught to children at school are such as cannot be 
repeated. I saw a letter lately from an educated Hindu, who after 
citing one or two, said that '* decency forbade him to give any fur- 
ther specimens of the slokas or couplets he had been taught in his 
childhood.'' Think what must be the state of a nation, when 
children are systematically trained in wickedness, and their acts of 
worship consist of crimes. Mrs. Janvier was saying the other day, 
that although the abolition of Sati is a thing to be carried through 
by all means, still that the condition of a Hindu widow is often so 
lamentable as to make death almost preferable. She is obliged to 
submit to all kinds of austerities and fasts, and from their patriarchal 
mode of living — (all the branches of a family live together under 
one roof, and under the authority of the father or eldest brother) 
— too many jealous eyes are over the poor widow, to allow of her 
escaping any of these infiictions. 

I now, with the help of the dictionary, manage to have long 
conversations with ray Munshi. I was telling him the other day 
about the Algerines, and mentioned that they, as well as the Turk* 
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ish and Egyptian Muhammadans, freely ate and smoked witl^ Chris- 
tians. He said at once there was nothing in the Kurdn against it. 
Although a learned man, he knew nothmg about the Egyptians 
beyond the name, nor about the Memliiks, or the Beys, or the Dey 
of Algiers. I endeavoured to give him some idea of Christianity, 
and in return he told me that Muhammadans believe in purgatory, 
which they call ^ Ard^" and which is tenanted by infants of Hindus 
and others, who, dying before they have committed sin, are con* 
signed to this abode, which is situated between heaven and helL 
When the gales from heaven blow over them, they revive and live ; 
when the gusts of hell reach them, they die ; and this alternation coi^ 
tinues for ever. I rather think wicked Mussalmans go to hell for a 
time, but I must inquire. 

Many of their traditions and doctrines are childishly absurd, and 
others are rather poetical. For instance : Abdulrahman Khan, who 
often comes and sits with us in the evening, on our admiring the 
extreme beauty of the sky, deigned to enlighten us on the subject 
of the stars, by saying that all tilings were created with a reference 
to man, and that the stars were stuck in the sky for our pleasure^ 
just as brass-headed nails are stuck in a door. Soon after, we saw 
one of those beautiful falling stars, so frequent in this climate ; C. 
asked our Atghdn friend what he thought of them. He said that 
the evil angels constantly endeavour to listen to what is going on 
in Paradise, but that the heavenly watchers at the gate hurl wese 
fiery darts at them, and drive them back. 

The Quartermaster-Sergeant mentioned casually the other day, 
that at the battle of Sobr&on only one mortar had a platform, 
without which essential appendage, a mortar, on being fired, goes 
head over heels and buries itself in the sand. Two or three howit- 
zers burst for want of platforms, and the supply of ammunition 
was so short that the batteries were silenced for want of it, at the 
very time when they ought to have covered the advance of the 
infantry against the Sikh batteries. The consequence was, that the 
latter played on our troops with redoubled vigour and effect, and 
caused most murderous results. There were so few artillerymen 
''to serve the guns, that most of the horse artillery were dismounted 
to man the batteries. When, therefore, the horse artillery were 
required, the guns were brought forward under the charge of bare- 
legged Saises (grooms), with here and there a dragoon whom they 
had picked up as they could, the horses kicking over the traces, and 
everything in confusion.* Major T., who you know is a kindly 

* QuartermaBterSeijeaiit W. G. Wharton, who related the above, was 
a first-rate non-oommiasioned officer. He was afterwards transferred to 
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Scot, told 0. the first enemy they met, that he never saw such con- 
foosion. Ton may imdgiue that the authorities have not profited 
very much hy the lesson they then received, on the danger of being 
unprovided with military stores ; for the magazine here is almost 
totally denuded of everything it ought to have. ' The nearest maga- 
zine is that at Dehli, 200 miles distant, situated in the heart of the 
city, in the midst of a fanatical Muhammadan population, three 
miles from the cantonments, with a slender guard, thus being open 
to a surprise by any daring adventurer or sudden outbreak. 

Last campaign there was nothing to prevent the Sikhs pushing 
on to Dehli, except the good providence of God which kept then! 
from doing it. Colonel Drummond, Quartermaster-Qeneral of the 
Army, who has just finished a very laborious work for the Gk)ver- 
nor-General, on the comparative slilubrity of the different canton- 
ments in India, was telling my husband of a curious instance of 
perverseness in the Governments of India for a great number of 
years. Chinsurah, near Calcutta, has been the dep6t for newly- 
arrived troops. It has been remonstrated against on account of its 
extreme unhealthiness, ever since the place came into ourposses- 
ision, yet the successive Governments of India have persisted in 
maintaining the station, and have built barracks at an expense of 
three laks of rui>ees (30,000/.), where the men die by scores. Each 
man, by the time he is fit for duty in India, is reckoned as having cost 
the Company from 100/. to 120/., so that the extravagance of 
maintainmg so unhealthy a station, to say nothing of its inhu- 
manity, is obvious. Colonel Drummond is a very fine old officer, 
full of energy. He told C. that although a Qui-hy* himself, he 
always inveighed against the want of common discipline in the 
Bengal army. He recollected the time long ago, when he was on 
service with some Madras troops, when he nearly got into several 
serious quarrels with officers of his own Presidency, for openly 

the 28rd Bengal Native Infantry as Sergeant-Major : on one oecasion, dur- 
ing Sir Charles Napier's expedition in 1850» he killed no leas than s^Ven 
men with his own hand, one after the other, chiefly with the sword. For a 
feat for which Napoleon would have given him the Legion of Honour on 
the spot, and which 6ir Charles Napier, with his quick appreciation of 
military excellence of every kind, would have rewarded to the extent of 
his |)ower, the only recompense he got was a coarse rebuke from a coarse 
commanding oflicer, telling him he needn't expect to obtain a commission, 
zabardast It. a, by force) in that way. This excellent non-commissioned 
officer has lately fallen a sacrifice to the climate of Bengal (1851). 

* t. tf. a Bengal officer ; so called from the number of servants employed 
in Bengal, who are summoned by callinff Koi-hy f Who is there? Bom- 
bay officers are called Ducks, from a fish for which their presidency la 
famous. Madras officers, Mulls ; I know not why. 
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asserting the superiority of. the Madras system of discipline. 
0. however thinks that the incessant worry of the Madras sys- 
tem would never suit the Bengal Sepahi ; and even as it is, it 
chiefly falls on the shoulders of the unfortunate European officers, 
for the Government of the ^* benighted presidency" have long been 
in the habit of yielding to all the demands of the Sepahis, who, being 
very low caste men, manufacture and obtrude their religious preju- 
dices on all occasions, when the high caste Bengalis would never 
think of making an objection. 

As an instance of this culpable weakness, a Madras officer re- 
lated to my husband that the Adjutant-Qeneral having determined 
to introduce the Kilmarnock cap worn in Bengal, in place of the 
absurd monstrosity hitherto in use (the sight of which is enough 
to provoke Heraclitus himself to mirth), it was arranged to try it 
in one regiment, on the principle that if one sheep leaps a dyke, 
the rest will follow. The men cheerfully agreed to it, with the 
single exception of the son of the Munshi, who was incited to 
rebel by his father, a bigotted old Musulmdn. The cap was no 
more against his creed than it is against yours, novertlieless, in- 
stead of at once dismissing the malcontent and serving out the 
caps, the authorities had uie incredible weakness to reverse their 
own decree, to recall the caps, and restore the ancient monstrosity 
to its former ^ hideous reign." 

I am happy to say tlie muskets C. rejected, have, on his repre- 
sentation, been changed by Qovemment, who have ordered him 
some of a superior kind (fusils), but which are not to be had 
nearer than Dehli, so that he is not likely to get them until No- 
vember, although he indented for them in May. 

One of his old Jezailchis stopped us the other day as we were 
going out, with such a handsome open countenance, that I was 
quite interested in him before I knew who he was. Hasan Kh&n 
remembered him peifectly, and confirmed his assertion that he was 
one of the last men that remained with him after iny husband was 
given up as a hostage. C. has now furnished him with clean gar- 
ments, and is trying to get a pension for him. He has lost the 
toes of one foot from the frost on the retreat from Kabul. His 
name is Muhammad Khdn. He lives here, and like Homer's He- 
roes, is no less remarkable for his prowess at the feast than in the 
fray. Baedullah, who has acted as his purveyor, assured us that 
he never saw a man eat so much at a meal ; he has devoured f 
of a sir of meat and Id sirs of meal daily, and as Baedullah 
added, " He made us all lav hold of our ears, and cry * Tobah !' 
when we saw him." This they do to express extreme astonish- 
ment. Now, as a sir is equivalent to 2 lbs., it is no wonder that 
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the Jezailchi has grown visibly &t during the last week. He does 
nothing but walk about, sleep, eat as aforesaid, smoke, and look as 
meek and as happy as a lamb. 

September 16th. — ^Tbe Express came last ni^ht. Heard that 
my dearest and honoured father had entered into his rest As 
we were coming home at nearly dark that evening, we met Prince 
Shahpiir, who immediately sent a horseman to inqiyre how I was. 
I must tell you an instance of his ready politeness. On riding 
home one morninc;, 0. happened to look over the Shah Zddeh's 
wall, and seeing his venerable monitor Sirfrdz there, made some 
little compliment on its good order. In the course of the morn- 
ing Slialii>6r sent ub a tray of the best vegetables he had. Tho 
Afghans have shown me much sympathy and kindness. When 
Hasan Khan first met me, he was quite moved, and repeatedly 
said to my husband, " Comfort her, comfort her." 

Monday, 21st September. — The letters did not arrive ^11 this 
afternoon. Sad as they were, they were full of comfort to me. I 
look up with joy, and think of my dearest father, with his youth 
"^ renewed like Uie eagle's," seeing Jesus " &ce to fiEu^e," and I feel 
I cannot mourn for him. 

22nd September, 1847. — My Munshi came to me this mornings 
and seeing me look sad, he tried to comfort me as follows : — 
** "Wise man — not know what sorrow is." I smiled. ** Patience 
very good." I assented. ** Will of Qod." I then told him as 
well as I could the ground of comfort I had ; that my dearest 
father had loved God on earth, and that, therefore, I trusted he 
was now with God, and told him the comfort he had in reading 
the Scriptures. 

September 24th. — ^There was an eclipse of the moon, which the 
Hindus believe is caused by the attempt of a great green dragon 
to devour her ; they usually make a hideous noise to scare away 
her assailants, but the Hindus of Loodiana showed remarkable 
apathy, and made but few efibrts in her behalf. 

The 6th Native Infantry had a great wrestling match, to which 
our regiment was invited. We stopped as we were passing their 
lines, but it was all over, except some of them playing at single- 
stick with very small shields, under the thick shady foliage of the 
spreading trees. Several of the 6th came up, as scantily clad as 
decent men well could be. They were evidently pleased at our 
stopping, and brought out a lon^-necked bottle of rose-water, 
wherewith they sprinkled my husband, and then, having asked 
permission, they dexterously sent a showerful into rav eyes. They 
then offered us a tray with slices of apples and spices, a few of 
which I took. This is the simple and courteous entertainment 

10* 



226 RESPECT SHOWK FOB OONVSBTS. 

they offer to eaeh otlief. On our return home, we found Abdul- 
rahmdn and his father Atta Muhammad, who had come to pay 
me a visit of condolence. The old man, who says he considers 
me as his daughter, told me he had not come before, because he 
understood it was not customary to come inunediately. They both 
seemed really kind. 

The father afterwards asked my husband why America was 
called the New World. C. related the history of its discovery. 
Atta Muhammad had heard the expression from Sir Claude Wade, 
years ago. I think it would be well if we were as alive and as 
anxious to inquire into all we do not know or understand. The 
Elhans&man amused me the other day, by panegyrizing the little 
dog "Nell," in comparison to "Bow-wow." He said "Nell" was 
a dog full of respect, for whenever he came by, when they were 
either cooking or eating, he always made a great circuit, instead 
of thrusting his nose into every dish, as " Bow-wow " tries to do. 
As we were coming home after the eclipse, we saw the Shahzadeh 
Teimur, Shah Shujah's eldest son, preparing for a drive ; and as I 
wished to see him, we left the buggy, and walked into William 
the Catechist's house, close by, from whence I saw this curious 
cort&ge, pi*eceded by about a dozen men on foot, in scarlet, with 
spears ; men came the Prince in a buggy, followed by some horse- 
men, while divers Saises scampered aner them on foot It was 
so dark that, being in the shade of the porch, they could not 
see us. A horseman came and asked for William as the " Chota 
Padre," " chota" meaning little, junior, or inferior. Teimur spoke 
to him in Hindustani — a great condescension, as a sovereign is 
supposed to know no language but his own; asked after him 
and his family, and his brother, the other Chota Padre, meaning 
Haldhar. 

William told us that when the Sikhs came to Loodiana, Prince 
Teimur sent for him and his family, told them not to fear, and 
most kindly kept all the women and children in his own zen&na 
for safety. So much for the " old-Indian " idea, which Dr. Duff 
exposes so well in the July number of the "fVee Church Misr 
sionary Record," of native converts being considered as outcasts, 
and despised by their countrymen. Doubtless they are outcasts 
from their families and friends, just as a convert from Romanism 
is; but we see with our own eyes the respect with which the 
native converts are treated by their countrymen in general, when 
their lives are consistent. Muhammadans of course consider a 
Christian much better than an idolater ; and Hindus think each 
man is to be saved by the religion he professes ; if indeed they, 
have any idea of what we mean by salvation. 
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September 80th, 1847. — A young Scotchwoman, Wife of a bom- 
bardier, came to ask me if I could get a situation for her. She 
told us that coming up the country, the women and children were 
brought up in the river boats ; and the voyage from Calcutta to 
Cawnpore was only fourteen days shorter than from Liverpool to 
Calcutta. They were sent up in June, the very middle of the hot 
season, in boats, as usual, per\nous to the sun. The doctor (Mao- 
pherson by name) who was with them, took no charge of them 
whatever. Doctors seldom do give advice or warning to either 
the soldiers or their wives, thinking it of no use. The surgeon of 
a hussar regiment lauj^hed at me for warning a ruddy young girl 
fresh from England, wTio was sittinff baro-hoadod in the sun, say- 
ing, ^ We never give them jany advice, it is of no use ; we let them 
take their own way: 7 and of course, numbers are sacrificed to 
their ignorance of the climate and its dangers. Many doubtless 
are obstinate, but not all. Money was given to these poor women 
for subsistence, but no one told them what food they would require^ 
or what they ought to get; so that many of them lived on a little 
tea, without any milk or sugar, and thick, indigestible chapdtis of 
wheat, flour and water. The consequence was uiat the deaths were 
frightfully numerous, five or six bodies of women and children 
bemg often buried by the river side in one morning ; and yet no 
representation was made by their officers. 

A poor soldier's wife is indeed to be pitied ; she is often a young, 
inexperienced country girl ; nobody cares for her, no one looks 
after her ; her healw is as likely to give way as any lady's in 
India ; she is treated more like an animal than a woman ; obliged 
to live day and night in barracks, in the same room with a crowd 
of rude, depraved men, married and single ; probably her husband 
beats and kicks her; and when on board ship, she is worse off 
than a female convict In India, she is sent hither and ihither 
at all seasons, and she may truly say, ^ No man careth for my 
soul," for hitherto I have only seen two chaplains who can be con- 
sidered as truly Christian men ; undoubtedly there are others, but 
they are rati nanteSy cfcc* 

Wednesday, Sept 29. — Hasan Ehdn's wives came to pay a 

* Orders have lately been issued for married soldiers to have separate 
barracks from the single men. Sir Charles Najpier also made some excel- 
lent regulations re^ardine the number of oubio feet to be allowed for 
every inmate of a barrack. But still more recently the number of mar- 
ried men has beeii limited to twelve per company, which is beneath the 
present average, at least in the artillery. Now, certainly any one who hais 
the welfare of the soldier at heart would endeaVour to increase the number 
of Carriages instead of limiting theoL 
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visit of condolence ; they had offered to do so before, but we 
deferred it When they spoke to me of my loss, they both wept ; 
and although this is the custom, I am sure they felt sincere sym- 
pathy, and it was a comfort to me. 

Except Mrs. Henry Drummond and Mr. Janvier, the Afgh&ns 
are the only people who have spoken to me of my dearest 
father's death, and have shown real and natural feeling on the 
occasion. Surely tlie cold English fashion, or awkwardness, which- 
ever it is, of passing over the cause of grief, and saying nothing 
about it, is not in accordance with the apostolic injunction, to 
^ weep with them that weep." Paul well knew that sympathy is 
the best comfort ; and I assure you that these wild Muhamma- 
dans have been of more comfort to me than all the Christians 
in Loodiana. This ought not to be so. An Afgh&n or a native 
speaks to me of it, says he is grieved, and tries to afford me 
consolation ; and the very attempt is pleasing. A European, even 
a Christian, asks me how I am, and seems afraid to allude to the 
subject ; and tlierefore his or her company is a restraint to me^ 
which I would much rather be without. 

That huge huT\y Naib Rassaldar, Atta Muhammad, came here 
a few days ago, and on hearing of the loss I had sustained, he 
begged C. to tell me how giieved he was, and then opening his 
hands like the leaves of a lK>ok, said, '^ Let us have a ^fatiha,'" or 
prayer. C. put his hands in the same position, and, with his 
face quite red with emotion, and his eyes full of tears, Atta 
Muhammad prayed that God would bless and comfort me, and 
that the blessing of Jesus the Messiah might come upon me. 
Then they both stroked their beards. The heartiness and earnest- 
ness with which it was done quite touched me. This kind man 
cannot read, so that he could not use a New Testament. But is 
not this a fine native soil, and will it not be a glorious harvest, 
when the good seed of the Word springs up to everlasting life in 
the hearts of these men ? 

Another of my husband's gallant little band of Jezailchis ar- 
rived the other day, Amir Kh4n, a Naib (or deputy) Jamadar, 
whom C. appointed to take charge of Captain Eyre s family on 
the retreat, and who brought Freddy Eyre on his horse, safe through 
the Kabul Pass. He came to ask for a certificate. He is a stout 
handsome man, with, like most of his countrymen, the most beau- 
tiful long silky eyelashes imaginable, lliey are the handsomest 
race I ever saw. Hasan Kh4n is just what the Hindus would call 
bim, ** The Unquiet One." He is never happv unless in a state of 
fiery excitement ; the other day he worked himself up to boiling- 
heat, in speaking of his old Commandant, Captain F., and relat^ 
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several facts, whicli are certainly not to his credit A sister's son 
of Hasan Khdn's, who was with Captain F. when he was attacked 
at Peshbolak, fought to the last with the greatest gallantry, keep- 
ing the gateway, and as Hasan Eh4n said, "l^having like a 
man?^ At last he was killed. When Captain F. met his uncle 
afterwards he never said one word to him on the subject, expressed 
no sympathy, did not even tell him his nephew had been killed. 
Muhammad Hasan said, *' If he had only said, * your nephew was 
killed fighting,' it would have been enough ;" but he only heard 
this from some of the Jlezailchis. How can such a commander 
win the affection of his men ? Again, previous to Hasan Kh4n's 
momentous expedition to Kabul, a relation of his was dying, not- 
withstanding which Captain F. wished to detach him on a trea- 
sure party, and on his remonstrating, assured him it was necessary 
he should go, as there was no one else he could trust When he 
returned he found his relation dead and buried. ** I took up his 
body," he said, ^ embalmed it, and asked leave to go i^d bury it 
among our own people." J told him I should be disgraced, if I 
did not do it ; all my tribe would say, * Ah 1 he is too busy making 
money, he does not care for his kinsfolk.' " It was in vain — 
Captain F. would not lot him go. He describes everything in 
pantomime as well as in words, so that I can almost follow his 
narraUve. 

October 9th, 1847. — C. has lately promoted his Havildar Major 
to be Subadar, the highest rank of native ofilcer in a regiment 
When he told him of it the man, a very fine Rajput, who has 
done excellent service since he joined, said nothing, only made a 
military salute, and when C. afterwards in private expressed his 
gratification at having the opportunity of promoting him, he mere- 
ly joined his hands, and tried to mutter something, with tears 
swimming in his soft large eyes. C. was quite touched, for it was 
so different from the usual exuberance of verbal gratitude shown 
by the natives. He came soon after in uniform, to pay his re- 
spects on promotion, and looked very happy ; an arm-chair was 
placed for him, and he sat down as a visitor for the first time. 
Since then he comes on business in his usual simple dress. His 
promotion, however, excited great wrath in another Havildar, who 
came and requested to be sent back to his former regiment For 
this most insubordinate request my husband deprived him of his 
pay Havildarship, reducing him to plain Havildar, by which he 
loses five rupees a month. He then ordered all the pay Havildars 
to assemble here (such a fine set of men I none under six feet), 
and caused the regimental Munshi to read to them the parable of 
the Labourers in tae Vineyard. He told them this is the word of 
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God ; and explained to them that they had entered as Sepahis on 
seven rupees a month, and ou^ht to be contented if thej remained 
so always ; they understood the parable perfectly, and were quite 
pleased with it It certainly appears to me that he has a most 
admirable way of dealing with people in general. 

I was much interested in another regimental incident A poor 
Bhisti or water-carrier got leave to visit his mother who was very 
ill, overstayed his leave, and did not come back till after muster 
— a heinous offence, and moreover no one gets pay, who is absent 
without leave on muster-day. He came just as we were gomg to 
dine out, and was most ostentatiously and imperiously desirea to 
depart by the Orderlies, who, in virtue of their office, are the most 
-overbearing and despotic personages imaginable, for this was not 
the proper time to come. C. beckoned to iiim to approach, where- 
upon they cried, '* Now halt, don't advance a step farther.'' The 
poor Sikh stood with his hands joined making his petition, and 
my husband's old Bhisti, who was with him at Peshawur, and who 
always amuses me, by his grey beard being stained red, while the 
moustache is left white, was so moved that, although the delin- 
quent was a Sikh, and he himself a Mussalman, he could not help 
crying, ^ Oh, be merciful." I am happy to tell you the poor man 
was re-admitted and got his pay. 

The Orphan School here is really disheartening to the Mission- 
aries. Mrs. Uudolph, who has had the care of it tiie last year, told 
me, that she had taught them Scripture History until she was quite 
weary of repeating it On asking them casually, a short time 
afler, who Adam was, one said an angel, another a devil, and the 
rest did not know. Some of these gins are from twelve to fifteen 
years of age. A nice young girl of mteen, named Louisa Sylvester, 
IS staying with the Rudolphs. Her father, a hospital steward, was 
killed at Kabul ; she has lost her mother, and was in the charge 
of a lady, who, about a year ago, placed her in the Convent at 
Agra, where she was nearly made a Papist of. Mrs. Rudolph very 
kindly offered to take her, but said she could not devote any time 
to teach her. I have therefore undertaken to give her a lesson in 
geography and history daily ; besides which we read a chapter in 
the Bible, and she has a Bible lesson on Sundays. Though by 
no means advanced even in the groundwork of education, she is 
quick and diligent, and a very pleasant child to teach. 

October 19^ 1847. — Some time ago we sent a shepherd and a 
Choukedar of the regiment with 100 rupees to buy a flock of 
sheep for the Mutton Club. They were obliged to buy a large he- 
goat to walk at the head of the flock, for until they did so the 
sheep ran hither and thither, and could not be driven comfortably. 
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Does not this illustrate the expression (Jer. iv. 8^ in whicli the Jews 
are told to fto out of Babjlonf and be as the ne-goats before the 
flocks, that IS, set an example to others to follow f 

Again, each of the servants has so many dusters in his charge, 
one of which he always carries about with him. Most of them 
gird themselves with it, and I seldom see one unfasten the end 
of his towel, if about to wash anything, without thinking of our 
blessed Lord condescending to do the same. 

These are just some of me illustrations of Scripture that we see 
daily. The crowd of wild Parish dogs, which rove about the city, 
give quite a different moaning to the expression, " Dogs have com- 
passed me," (Ih. xxii. 10), to what it has in our ears, who are ac- 
customed to nave only faithful and civilized dogs come about one. 
You remember how many passages speak of tinkling of the 
anklets of the Jewish women : here they not only often wear a 
whole row of silver bangles, but sometimes they nave little silver 
tassels attached to them, which of course make a great jingling 
in walking. 
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OoTOBBR 20th. — Captain C. has just had to bury the child of 
an artilleryman. He afterwards delivered a short address to those 
present. For fifteen years he has laboured for the salvation of his 
men, without seeing any fruit But it is no wonder that the men do 
not profit by what he teaches them, when the ofiScers set the 
example of ridiculing him. Nothing can be worse than the 
example set by most of the ofiScers here. A Madras newspaper 
some time ago traced the numerous crimes and the evil lives of 
almost all the European soldiers in India, to the prevalence of 
similar low habits and morality amongst the ofiScers. This para- 
graph was copied and approved by the *^ Dehli Qazette." 

^* Yesterday was a great holiday of the Hindus ; those of our 
regiment sent a request to their Commandant through the Uavil- 
dar Major, that he would come and see the festival. He told the 
Havildar Major that he was a Christian, because he believed it to 
be the only way of salvation, and if he went to the show, people 
would think he either did not believe in his own religion, or that 
he considered all religions alike ; and bade him explain to the men 
that it was out of no disrespect to them personally, and that he 
would never interfere with any man's worship ; but that he con- 
sidered idolatry as sinful, and would, therefore, be acting against 
his conscience if he countenanced it. The Havildar Major under- 
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stood perfectly^ and said it was quite right, and I am sure the Hin- 
dus will only respect him the more.** 

I gave a Persian testament the other day to Atta Muhammad, 
who put it to his forehead, and said he would read it, and take the 
greatest care of it I thought his sympathy with me was a good 
opportunity of asking him to accept it He was quite pleased, and 
told us a few days afterwards that he had had some of it read to him ; 
he also showed a very fair knowledge of some parts of the Old 
Testament history. 

0. has been reading the Gospel of St. Matthew in Persian with 
the Munshi, who is evidently shaken in some of his prejadices, and 
cannot answer C.'s arguments on the necessity and perfection of the 
atonement But you can hardly imagine the ffross and carnal man- 
ner in which they understand Scripture. For instance, Hasan Eh&n 
was ffreatly shocked at the beatitude, ^ Blessed are the peace-mak- 
ers, ror they shall be called the children of God.*^ He said it was 
veiy bad, and nothing could make l^im understand that the words 
** children of God" were not meant literally but spiritually. 

Taylor, in his *' Lectures on Spiritual Christianity," speaks of the 
filial sentiment towards the Most High as one quite peculiar to 
Christianity, and says : ** Genuine piety commences at the moment 
when the love of our Heavenly Father towards ourselves, individu- 
ally, as His children, is distinctly recognized." So true is this, that 
even the tlieory of the paternal relation between God and man is 
peculiar to Christianity ; neither the Mussalm&n, tlio Hindu, nor tlie 
Parsi, have the most remote conception of it, and the Romanist has 
so lost sight of it, as to take refuge with '* the Mother of Mer^," 
from the wrath of Him ** who so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten son, that all that believe in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life." 

The Munshi confesses that the more a Muhammadan prays and 
tells his beads, the greater rogue he is sure to be. All spies and 
adepts at intrigue make a point of carrying their beads. 

My husband and the Munshi have had a great argument about 
W&hs. These are supposed prophets, who have the power of work- 
ing miracles, but who keep tiiemselves very auiet and much 
abstracted from the world, and are only discoverable by the under- 
standing few. The Munslu told these stories. 

When 0. asked him in 1840 to accompany him to Peshawar, he 
was much inclined to do so till he consulted a W&li, who said : 
" Don't go — great dangers await you" — ^a very safe prophecy for 
any man who knew the state of Afghanistan. This C. endeavoured 
to show him, whereupon he brought forward another proof of the 
supernatural powers of WdlL He has a child who seems to be a 
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OoTOBBR 20th. — Captain C. has just had to bury the child of 
an artilloryman. He afterwards delivered a short address to those 
present. For fifteen years he has laboured for the salvation of his 
men, without seeing any fruit But it is no wonder that the men do 
not profit by what he teaches them, when the ofiScers set the 
example of ridiculing him. Nothing can be worse than the 
example set by most of the ofiScers here. A Madras newspaper 
some time ago traced the numerous crimes and the evil lives of 
almost all the European soldiers in India, to the prevalence of 
similar low habits and morality amongst the ofiScers. This para- 
graph was copied and approved by the " Dehli Qazette." 

** Yesterday was a great holiday of the Hindus ; those of our 
regiment sent a request to tlieir Conmiandant through the Uavil- 
dar Major, that he would come and see the festival. He told the 
Havildar Major that he was a Christian, because he believed it to 
be the only way of salvation, and if he went to the show, people 
would think he either did not believe in his own religion, or that 
he considered all religions alike ; and bade him explain to the men 
that it was out of no disrespect to them personally, and that he 
would never interfere with any man's worship ; but that he con- 
sidered idolatry as sinful, and would, therefore, be acting against 
his conscience if he countenanced it. The Havildar Major under- 
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stood perfectly, and said it was quite right, and I am sure the Hin- 
dus will only respect him the more.'' 

I gave a Persian testament the other day to Atta Muhammad, 
who put it to his forehead, and said he would read it, and take the 
greatest care of it I thought his sympathy with me was a good 
opportunity of asking him to accept it He was quite pleased, and 
told us a few days afterwards that he had had some of it read to him ; 
he also showed a very fair knowledge of some parts of the Old 
Testament history. 

0. has been reading the Gospel of St. Matthew in Persian with 
the Munshi, who is evidently shaken in some of his prejadices, and 
cannot answer C.'s arguments on the necessity and perfection of the 
atonement But you can hardly imagine the ffross and carnal man- 
ner in which they understand Scripture. For mstance, Hasan Eh&n 
was j^eatly shocked at the beatitude, ^ Blessed are the peace-mak- 
ers, u>r they shall be called the children of God." He said it was 
very bad, and nothing could make l^im understand that the words 
** children of God" were not meant literally but spiritually. 

Taylor, in his ^ Lectures on Spiritual Christianity," speaks of the 
filial sentiment towards the Most High as one quite peculiar to 
Christianity, and says : '* Genuine piety commences at the moment 
when the love of our Heavenly Father towards ourselves, individu- 
ally, as His children, is distinctly recognized." So true is this, that 
even the theory of tiie paternal relation between God and man is 
peculiar to Christianity ; neither the Mussalm&n, the Hindii, nor tlie 
Parsi, have the most remote conception of it, and the Romanist has 
so lost sight of it, as to take refuge with " the Mother of Mergr," 
from the wrath of Him ** who so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten son, that all that believe in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life." 

The Munshi confesses that the more a Muhammadan prliys and 
tells his beads, the greater roffue he is sure to be. All spies and 
adepts at intrigue make a point of carrying their beads. 

My husband and the Munshi have had a great argument about 
W&lis. These are supposed prophets, who have the power of work- 
ing miracles, but wno keep themselves very quiet and much 
abstracted from the world, and are only discoverable by the under- 
standing few. The Munshi told these stories. 

When 0. asked him in 1840 to accompany him to Peshawar, he 
was much inclined to do so till he consulted a W&li, who said : 
" Don't go — great dangers await you" — ^a very safe prophecy for 
any man who knew the state of Afghanistan. This C. endeavoured 
to show him, whereupon he brought forward another proof of the 
supernatural powers of WdlL He has a child who seems to be a 
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kind of *' natural," and two or three years ago, while thinkinfi^ of 
this child, he heard of the arrival of a W&li, who appears to have 
been insane, with sufficient cunning to take advantage of the respect 
paid to him. The Munshi went to him and sat down. The unsa- 
vory saint was very condescending to him, and even gave him a pipe 
to smoke, saying to his attendant, ** Daughter give Daughter pipe," 
each of the so-called daughters being black-bearded Mussalmans. 
The Munshi then told his grief and received for answer, **0h, 
daughter, be not discomfited, thy child will recover." " And," con- - 
tinned the sin){>le man, ^ two years afterwards she began to say a 
word or two." C. then told him of the Wkli of whom the Amir 
Dost Muhammad inquired when he should return to Afghanistan, 
the W&li said he must consider for a day or two, and in the mean- 
time went to Captain Peter Nicholson, who had char^ of the Dost^ 
^and asked him what he should say. Captain Nicholson gave him 
five rupees, and tliinking it would keep his prisoner quiet, and pre- 
vent his trying to escape, told the W4ii to answer he would return 
in four years. The impostor did so, and received rich presents from 
the credulous Dost, who really did return about the time specified ; 
and the said W&li is, in consequence, looked upon as the greatest 
prophet in those parts. Captain Nicholson told my husband this 
himself. The Munshi could only answer, tliat tliat Wali was a great 
Dagha-b&z, or rogue, literally a " player with knavery." 

Hasan Eh4n is really the greatest baby I ever saw, as impatient 
as a child for anything he wants — he never reflects whether there 
has been time for it to reach him or not, and when disappointed or 
cross, he pouts and sulks and shrugs his shoulders, and looks as if 
he were ready to cry, exactly like a naughty spoilt boy. He has not the 
least self-control. Sirfruz Khdln, who is at Uie head of Prince Shah- 
pur's household, came to consult my husband how an increase of 
pension could be obtained for the Shahzadeh, who at present sub- 
sists on the pitiful allowance of 400 rupees a month, and this after 
being acknowledged King by General Pollock, and having n^lations 
and retainers iununierablo to provide for. SirlV4z Khun, although 
he must know that every one of his countrymen is full of enmity 
and jealousy towards all the rest, unwarily opened the subject in 
the presence of Hasan Kh&n, who, being idready very cross, imme- 
diately burst out into a tirade against Shahpur, calling him a 
coward, and I know not what besides. C. immediately took up his 
cause, described the gallant boy's behaviour during the expedition 
to Istalif, when he and his body of Kazilbash Horsemen were placed 
under my husband's charge — how eager he always was for action, 
and the contempt he expressed for some of the Karilbash Chiefs 
when he thought them inclined to hang back, and as Hasan Kh4n 
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had nothing to reply, he leant back in his chair and sulked. Sir- 
fraz Kh&n brought a Kassid (a messenger) with him, who was the 
bearer of a letter from MCihammad Shah Eh&n and Dost Muham- 
mad Kh4n to my husband. 

The Kassid was one of these wily men who are made the medium 
of all intrimies. His beard was partly grey, and his turban being 

Eushed a httle back showed that he wore his hair beneath it — ^he 
ad a beautiful nose, and such brilliant, intelligent, crafty eyes. I 
saw one glance at Sirfraz Kh&n which convinced me the old gentle- 
man had said something imprudent It was a quick reproving 
look, such as a disguised Jesuit superior might give to a blundering 
novice. He was poorly dressed, with a ragged doth for a Chogah, 
and his beads in his hand. He drew forth a small book and took 
the letter from between the boards and the hning, and then sat 
down on the flbor counting his beads and quietly surveying every- 
thing in the room, and marking all that was said or done. The 
letter was from Miihammad Shah Kh&n and his brother. The for- 
mer acknowledged the receipt of C.'s auspicious letter, and what he 
had sent, i, e, the Testament^ and professed that both brothers were 
ready to obey the slightest nod of the British Government, who, 
however, do not wish to have anything to say to them. 

Abdulrahm4n Kh&n was present when a poor Afgh&n came to 
say his little ml Assoa was very ill with high fever and delirium, 
and 0. told Abdulralim&n that the poor child often came here, and 
added, ** and perhaps she may die P '* God forbid that she should 
die," cried he; "you are going to have prayers — ^pray for the 
x^ild." And then turning towards him he continued, " I wish you 
knew what was in my heart for you. It is great friendship. I see 
here purity of life ;" and then he expressed a nope that even though 
not a Muhammadan he might be saved, sapng, in a kind of solilo- 
quy — " I have a strong hope that there may be a place for you in 
raradise." C. took the opportunity of explaining to him the 

f rounds on which he hoped for sfdvation, namely, through the 
lood of Christ alone. He and my husband always read the Scrip- 
tures together when he comes, and though he constantly caps It 
Scripture passage with some absurd legend or quotation from the 
Kiiran, yet we may surely hope that the Word of God will not be 
wholly plucked out of his heart, but that it may yet bear fruit. 
The Munshi says it is very good that we should inauire into the 
ridit way, and when C. offered up a prayer in Persian that they 
miglit both be led into all truth, he added a fervent Amin ! Amen. 
The Babu or English writer, who was So wroth at a tract Jacob 
gave him, now confesses that he is a sinner, and received the same 
tract thankfully. 0. takes much pains with him and the Quarter- 
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master-fiergeanty and often reads and speala at length to them. So 
he does with the Regiment Munshi and Native Doctor, though they 
are less often in his way, but the two former are daily. He also 
took pains with the Sergeant-Major, who has lately been appointed 
to another regiment On his going away C. spoke a few words to 
him, not, as he said, as his commanding officer, but as a fellow- 
criminal who must soon appear with him at the bar of God. The 
rough blunt soldier had tears in his eyes, and as the Quartermaster- 
sergeant said that he was very anxious to be allowed to keep 
**The Church in the Army," which we had lent him, and which 
was the first religious book he had ever read, it was, of course, given 
to him ; C. also gave him a Bible, and I ^* The Holy War,*' ibr his 
wife. Imagine Uie simple Havildar Major explaining to us why 
Muhammadans will take water from the hands of a Hmdu, but not 
from those of a Sikh — that the Sikhs eat pork and fowls, and even 
soos! The two latter are an abomination to Hindus, but the 
Mussalmans themselves eat them just as we do. I could give you 
many other instances how ignorant one sect is of all that concerns 
the others. 

We have just seen Uie Journal of the Catechists of the Free Eirk 
at Calcutta, which shows a most wonderful diminution of Hindu 
prejudices among the people they visited. Even Brahmans received 
them kindly, and gave them food. 

October 21st — I am not at all pleased with Hindustani. It 
appears to me to have a most wearisome sameness of construction, 
and to express things awkwardly ; but I want to know if the impe- 
rative and indefinite ftiture are not alike in Hebrew. They are so 
in Hindustani, so that this would account for many passages in the 
Psalms, which almost look as if David were imprecating vengeance 
on his enemies ; whereas if the Hebrew be like Hindustani, there is 
no diflerence between the imperative " Let them be" or " may they 
be," and the ftiture " They will or shall be." There are many 
Arabic words in Hindustani which are like Hebrew ; for instance, 
^* kurb&n," a sacrifice, I suppose is the same word as ^ corban." 
Pray tell me if it be so. 

Yesterday we bad a dust storm, which lasted nearly twenty-four 
hours. We could hardly see a house eighty yards off; the dust 
lay in heaps in the verandahs, and in shoals on the carpets, tables, 
and our unlucky heads. Then came rain, but the wind is still 
exceedingly hijzh. 

Saturday, October 2drd. — Breakfasted at Hasan Eh4n*s with 
Colonel Speirs and Major Macdonald. I sat a little while in the 
Zendn5, and then Htisan Kh&n came for me. He had got tables 
and chairs, and borrowed our plate and one of our servants, so that 
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we might eat in our own faiihion, but the meal itself was quite an 
A^h4n one. There were kids and lambs roasted whole, pillaus, 
kuftas, which are like rissoles, and a variety of smaller dishes, be- 
sides fowls, so that the table was insufficient to contain such a feast 
In vain Hasan Kh&n tried to make room by piling the large flat 
loaves upon each other, snatching a kid off its dish and putting it 
on the top of the breiad; at last 0. and Major Macdonald esta- 
blished themselves on the floor, and Colonel Speirs and I amused 
ourselves with criticising their Afgh&n habits. Hasan Khan thrust 
a fowl into the hands ot one of his men to take to us, and another 
to them, and kept loading our plates with choice morsels, dexter- 
ously tearing off a joint or cnthcrinff up a handful of sausages with 
his fingers. C. and Major Macdonsud displayed their skill in eating 
with l£eir fingers, — a very difficult art when rice is to be eaten, as 
it runs up one's sleeve. Everything was very good; the meat 
excellent ; and a pillau, flavoured with lemon, is worthy of being 
introduced into Europe. Tliey poured water on our hands, before 
and after eating. Being in Hindustan, Hasan Kh4n could not well 
eat publicly with us, but he sat down by C. and Major M., and 
helped them to the best bits, until he was overcome by the savoiy 
odour and could no longer refrain. 

In A%h4ni8tan, and everywhere except in India, Mussalm&ns eat 
freely with Christians, but here they have learned Hindu customs. 
LitUo Padimah (properly Fatiinah) is quite fond of me, and sits on 
my side as she would on her motlicr's. It is much the easiest way 
of canying a child : just try it When we took leave, a horse was 
brought out as a present for Colonel Speirs, which, of course, he did 
not accept Hasan Kh&n is just gone to PeshaWur to meet his other 
wives. 

The Afgli&nn generally think nothing of the death of a wife. 
When my husband was in Afghanistan he was several times asked, 
" Are you married ?" ** No ; my wife is dead." " We hear you are 
very sorry when your wives die : did you weep f " Yes, I did." 
Whereupon they were struck dumb with astonishment, that any one 
could feel the death of a wife so strongly. " Why should we gneve," 
they say, " there are plenty of others ;" and yet these are men of 
warm feelings, capable of strong attachments and sympathy : but 
tliis only ms^es the fact more evident, that any violation of the law 
written in the hearts of all, or of the arrangements of the Creator 
(to say nothing of His revealed laws), brings with it its own punish- 
ment Polygamy has destroyed everything like domestic and familr 
ties. Sometunes nature reasserts her right, and produces stronj^ 
attachment between husband and wife, brother and brother ; but this 
is the exception, and that this state of things is produced by polygamy, 



238 A HOLSYI AND HIS DISOIFI.BS. 

and not merely by ignorance of true religion, is proved by the example 
of the ancient Romans during the period when divorce was unknown, 
and when the wife, being the sole and life-long partner of her husr 
baud, gave him not only a help-meet but a hx>me and a. domestic 
hearth, ideas unknown to Muhammadans. There must be a mater 
familias before true family ties can exist. 

In looking back to the Hindu Rajahs and others, whom we saw 
at Bendres, I cannot toll you how strongly the contrast strikes mo 
between them and the A%hdns. The former seem so weak, so childish, 
such mere babies by the side of these manly ^lergetic men^ By-the- 
by, C. has been. reading my Journal, and says that if I do not ex* 
plain, you will certainlv think the Munshi is a fool, whea you read 
of his devotion to Walis. He is quite the contrary, being a clever 
and, as far as a Mussalman can be, a candid man. He brought his 
Molevi, t. e, a kind of combination of Muhammadan Scribe and 
Pharisee, whom he called ^ My Master," and assured me ho was a 
" very learned and godly man." 

When the Molevi came over, the Munshi immediately gave up hia 
chair, which he took as a matter of course, while an intelligent look- 
ing man, a scholar of his, stood beside hiuK The Molevi was very 
plainly dressed, with a quiet manner, but his behaviour was that of 
a man who feels himself superior to all around, and there/orehad no 
pretension, while the respectful deference of the other two was quite 
that of disciples to their teacher and mtister. It was a relation of 
which I had never seen any otlier example, and interested me much. 
Both the Molevi and his scholar were suffering from over study and 
want of exercise. I told them the body was like a slave to serve the 
mind, but if it was too hardly treated, it would fall sick, and could 
do no more. The sage was graciously pleased with my little 
parable. 

Thursday. — ^Molevi came again to see my husband, and brought a 
book against Christianity by a famous Muhammadan doctor at 
Laknao. He mentioned some of the objections advanced in it, which 
were all of the most trivial description ; such as one translation of 
*' Behold my servant whom I uphold," having ** Bandi," slave, and 
another, ^ Noukar," servant He also objected to the passage in the 
Psalms, ** Qird thou thy sword upon thy thigh, thou most mighty," 
and said that it could not apply to Chnst, as he never wore a sword. 
C. told him that the Jews were as much opposed to Christianity as 
the Muhammadans, vet the Old Testament m the hand of the Jews 
all over the world is exactly the same as that which Christians 
acknowledge ; now it cannot be supposed that the Jews would unite 
with Christians in altering or interpolating tlieir own sacred book. 
To this he had nothing to reply. The different sects among Chria- 
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tians form a similar proof of the genuineness of the New Testament; 
The genuineness of neither was ever doubted until Muhammad^s 
time ; and they who bring the accusation of falsification should prove 
their assertion. I think the testimony to the truth of the Gospel 
writing from the unanimous consent of so many opposing sects, may 
have been one of the reasons why those divisions were permitted. 

Took tea with the Drummonds, who are just about to leave Loo- 
diana. Everybody flits in the cold season. Mrs. D. told us of a 
poor little boy, who was bom with such fragile bones, that they broke 
thirteen times before he was five years old. He got a little stronger, 
but was still nearly as fragile as glass, when at length ho was brought 
to bo baptized. The clergyman stooped to lift the little creature, 
when it looked up at him and said, ^ JPlease, zur, don't ee brack my 
bones." Poor little man-ny, can't you fancy it ? 

When Sirfrdz Kh4n was leaving A%h4nistan, the Amir, Dost 
Muhammad, met him, swore upon the Kur4n that he was the best 
friend he had in the world, and tried every art to induce him to 
return. He afterwards married the daughter of AminuUah Ehdn 
(Sirfr&z's brother), and then murdered the old man with his own 
hands, smothering him with a pillow. Sirfrdz Khdn says Shah 
Shujah's pride amounted to insanity. To such an extent did he 
carry it, tliat he never suffered any of his numerous daughters to 
marry ; and when the King of Dehli, who, as the representative of 
Akbar the Great, is certainly the first Muhammad an prince in the 
East, sent to ask for one of them as a wife for one of his own sons, 
Shah Shujah was perfectly frantic at the insult 1 Just as if Louis' 
Philippe were to despise the alliance of the Emperor of Austria. 

From this foolish old Shah's pride it is a fit transition to speak of 
the fiower of the grass. I must send you some. The road-eides are 
everywhere adorned with huge clumps of flowering grass, from eight 
to twelve feet high. I have one blade in a large &)uquet before me, 
and the fiower alone is very nearly three feet high. It is just like 
our flowering grasses,' only of tliis Brobdignag size. 

October SOm. — ^I have lately heard from Miss Laing about the 
little orphans we are to have at her school. They will cost only six 
shillings a month each. Miss Laing says she writes by the bedside 
of a poor little sufferer. ** Burning fever and distracting pain leave 
her snort intervals of ease, yet Jesus makes himself precious to the 
soul of this outcast" Miss Laing has lately begun a school for hear 
then girls, in addition to that for the orphans of which she has the 
entire charge. About thirty or forty already attend the day school 
How she shames us by her zeal in the Lord's work I She seems a 
kindred spirit of Mrs. Wilson's of Bombay, whose most interesting 
Memoir, it you have not read, you ought to read as soon as possible. 
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Such are the Missionaries whom we ought to pray that the Lord 
would send into his vineyard. 

November 9th, 1847. — ^This is the time of the Missionaiy Annual 
Meetings. Mr. and Mrs. Newton and Mr. and Mrs. Caldwell, the 
other members of the Mission, have arrived from their respective 
stations, and on Sabbath evening there was the communion. I 
remarked one very fine looking elderly man, who they told me had 
been a Roman Catholic; he is no)¥ a Catechist. Mr. Newton's 
Pandit, a venerable looking old man, was present throughout the 
service. 

There was an examination of the boys at the High School the 
other day, and in the evening, of the Orphan girls. I am happy to 
say, they showed much more knowledge than could have been anti- 
cipated from their answers about Adam. Only five have been there 
above a year ; of these, three of the elder ones can read fluently ; 
the others have made different degrees of progress ; nine of them 
have each made a shirt very neatly, and they gave very fair answers 
on the early part of Old Testament history. I think the great want 
is an Assistant who could be thoroughly depended upon, and who 
could watch them, and be with them at all times, for many of them, 
especially those from Kabul, are very depraved. Mrs. Rudolph 
teaches them, and takes the most conscientious pains with them ; 
but there is no constant superintendence, and this appears absolutely 
necessary. 

I think it a great pity that the Missionaries should have baptized 
any of these children, for the youngest of those from Kabul must bo 
at least six years old, and Mrs. R. pointed out an elder one of ten or 
twelve years of age, and said, ^* I had her baptized with the little 
ones, for she appears a good child;'' -while at this very time none 
of tliem had any acquaintance with the Gospel. 

I believe they do it as standing in the place of parents towards 
these children ; but the position of a Missionary and his wife in 
charge of a school of eighteen or twenty girls is very different from 
a parent, whether towards a real or adopted child, and moreover, I 
do not think a Christian parent has a right to present his child for 
baptism if it should have arrived at an age of personal responsibility, 
without any knowledge of the way of salvation. 

On Tuesday, November 2nd. — ^I began, with Louisa's help, to 
give an hour's instruction to the children of the Catechist and of my 
Ayah. My Ayah, who was for some years in Mr. Porter's family, 
acknowledges the truth of Christianity, but says tliat when she tries 
to pray Satan comes and hinders her. Mr. K. told me that when 
she (the Ayah) was lately attending one of the young Christian 
women in her confinement, she spoke very plainly to her, and admo- 



THS FIBS-MOUTH — ^PAKTHBISM. 241 

nished her to put her trust in Jesus, and call upon Mm now in her 
hour of need. She is present while I ffive the lesson, and often 
repeats and explains what I say to the chndren. Her little girl who 
is seven and her boy of four are both very quick and intdligcnt 

Mr. Porter, who has been absent on a Missionary tour for the last 
month, told us that on the hill side, near Eangra, there is a most 
curious phenomenon, called the Jew&la MakM, or Fire-mouth. A 
subterranean stream of gas having found vent fi^om many crevices of 
the mountain, and having been by some means set on fire, perpetual 
fiames are seen, which the Hindus look on with great veneration. 
They have inclosed the principal ones in a temple, which they will 
allow no one to enter without taking off his shoes. The Governor- 
General, however, lately visited it, and of course did not take off his. 
Mr. Porter refused to do so, and told the priests that if he did they 
would represent it as an act of homage to the idol, for so these jets 
of fire may be termed. 

It happens that Lieutenant Lake, who has charge of these dis- 
tricts, rendered great service to the Brahmans of the temple by 
restoring to them some revenues that had been seized by another 
set of priests ; when, therefore, Mr. Porter threatened to tell Lieu- 
tenant Lake that they refused to admit him and his children with 
their shoos, they at len^h consented to do so. He asked them 
what right they had to shut up this work of God that was firee to 
all men on the mountain side, and offered to put out their God : 
upon which they earnestly begged him not to think of such a 
thing. 

Perhaps you do not know that the Vedantic doctrine is, that 
there is but one Gk>d, and that Hie should be worshipped without 
images and anywhere, and that people may eat anything, no matter 
by whom it is prepared. They teach further, that everything is a 
manifestation of God, and is God. This Pantlieism is exactly that 
of Pope's " Essay on Man," see — " All are but parts of one stupen- 
dous whole, ^c. ;" and they say further, that it is better to worship 
Him through the medium of visible beings than not at all. Thus 
they sink into the grossest idolatry, and worship anything in eveiy- 
thing. 

Brahm, the supreme Gk>d, is said to sleep and wake . alternately ; 
from him all the other €k>ds prodded ; but after all, they, as well as 
the whole of creation, are but " Mya," or delusion. 

That temple we saw at Ben&res is, perhaps, the most &mouB one 
in India of Siva, or the Destroyer, under the name of Mahadeo. 

The Hindu Sepahis commonly worship the colours of their 
regiment, a thing which even many Christian commanding officers 
take no steps to prevent ; but which C. is determined shall never 

11 
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be done while the regiment is under his command. You will find 
a very good account of Hindu mythology in ^* Chambers's Useful 
and Entertaining Tracts," under the head of '* Hindu Supersti- 
tions.*' 

My husband was writing to Ceylon the other day, and said to 
his llavildar Major, a high caste R4jput : ^ The Brahmans tell 
you that Ceylon is inhabited wholly by demons (or d6os), and 
that every one who goes there is immediately devoured by them." 
The Havildar Major acknowledged this. ^^Dut there are many 
English there, many troops, a British General, and a British 
Governor, and I am thinking of buying some land there. I am 
now writing to a great man in that island, and if you have any 

Particular friend among the D6os, I will send your salam to him, 
often eat grief on your account and that of your countrymen, 
whom I see worshipping idols ; for there is but one God, who 
alone should be worshipped." 

The Havildar answered : ^ True, there is but one God." 

*^ Is it not lamentable then, that men should bow down to 
images which they make themselves of wood and stone 9" 

** And mud," interjected the Havildar Major. 

^ Your worthless Brahmans tell you these fables for their own 
profit, and not for your good." 

^ IVue," said he, ** they do for their own profit ; for the other 
day when we gave, a little feast to our brethren of the 11th, tliey 
came among us and extracted fifteen rupees from us, and then told 
us all the gods were much pleased." And the Havildar Major 
finished with a little scornful laugh that spoke volumes. 

The Musalmans are very fond of speaking of Sikander Padshah, 
t. e, Alexander the Great, and his two Vazirs, Aristiin and Afiatiin 
(Aristotle and Plato), all of whom they devoutly believe to have 
been good Muhammadans. My husband was telling Abdulrahmdu 
Kh&n of Lord Rosse's gigantic telescope, when he gravely replied 
that it was nothing to one which Aristotle made for Alexander 
the Great, by which he could see all that passed in the heavenly 
bodies so clearly that he was enabled to draw omens from them, 
and fix the proper days for marching, &q. Imagine assigning to 
the stars the office of Quartermaster-General of Alexander's army. 

The result of this Muhammadan jumble of ideas was a most 
divertin|r dream of my husband's. He thought Plato ofiered to 
enlist with him assuring him he was only 100 years old. C. con- 
sidered this rather pass6, but thinking he would still get some 
work out of him, decided on taking him, because he was ^* so 
thoroughly respectable^ 

November 11th. — C. has just received his arms which he in* 
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dented for six months ago. Howerer, in consequence of his 
vigorous remonstrances, he has obtained a better description of 
muskets than either of the other regiments except the Uill Corps. 
Gk>lak told me about the convert in Jalander. He said he had 
no reason to consider his (Azim's) wife as a child of, Ckxi, but she 
is willing to hear and to be taught. We were very much pleased 
with Golak Nath. 

I find Louisa most useful in the little school, indeed I could not 
teach it without her. There are three children of the Catechist's, 
the eldest of whom can read ; the youngest, a little boy of four 
years old, after ten days' teaching only knows A, and will not 
learn. He is not half so intelligent as my Ayah's little boy of the 
same age, who is really a sweet child, and knows all about Adam 
and Eve, Cain and Abel, already. We are teadiing them the 
Lord's Prayer and the Commandments, and the Bible history by 
word of mouth. They come every morning at ten : Louisa hears 
them repeat, and then I give them something new, and afterwards 
Louisa has her own lessons. 

Sunday, 14th. — While C. was at church, I heard a hideous 
growling, yelling, squeaking, barking, and screaming; I looked 
up and found that the dogs had hunted a wild cat into the room. 
The bearer was standing over them with a drawn sword, unable to 
hit the cat for fear of killing the does, who presently pulled down 
a large arm chair and a pile of books, and quiddy slew poor 
grimalkin. They are very useful in killing rats and mice, of 
which we have a great many. The same evening my husband 
saw a Qhuns (or bandicoto rat) come into the house ; a frightful 
creature, more like a small black pig without hair, with teeth half 
an inch long ; but it disappeared. It is very savage, with coarse 
bristles on the back. It runs about grunting; and a strong 
Scotch terrier has been known to die from its bite. 

The weather is now so cold, that as there are no kennels, I 
have been obliged te have coats made for the two dogs as well as 
for the cow, and they look more ludicrous in these than you can 
well imagine. We find warm clothing quite necessary, and many 
of the trees are looking quite bare and wintry. 

Mrs. George Lawrence has just passed through on her way to 
join her husband, and is going with him to Peshawur, whicli the 
Afghans here seem te think rather a hazardous step, on account 
of the unsettled state of the country. C. vehemently remonstrated 
against her going, but she laughs at his warnings. 

Loodiana, November 20th, 1847.— Mr. Porter overheard a 
conv^i-sation between two of his servants about the JiwAla Mukki, 
or burning mountain. The Chowkedar, like many Muharomadana, 
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was iDclined to the Hindu superstition, and represented to the 
Khidmatgar that Akbar the Great had conveyed a stream of water 
over it, yet he could not put it oat ; then he fixed iron plates over 
it, still he could not put it out ; adding, ** Don't you think there 
is something in it 9" But the Khidmatgar was oDstinate, feeling 
convinced Uie whole thing savored of idolatry. I asked Mr. 
Porter if the late war had done much in the way of opening the 
Panj&b to the Gospel. He said ** Everything p previously no 
British subject could cross the SuUej without the permission of 
both Governments. Now, they may go and preach where they 
please. An oik Sub&d&r, who had served in Broadfoot's Sappers 
and Miners, recognized 0. the other morning as his corps was 
marching into Loodiana, and came to see him after breakfast — ^a 
fine old man with many medals, he has been in forty battles-— 
and while speaking, pulled up his trousers to show a wound on 
his bravmy brown knee. 

November I7th. — ^Drove to see a new Baz^ which the rich 
M&h4jans (bankers) here have been building. It consists of two 
short streets, leading into a square, with a gateway at the end of 
each. All the houses and shops are adorned with paintings, and 
even a small Mosque, in the centre of the square, has submitted 
to these marks of idolatry. The effect is very pretty, like coloured 
mosaics on a white ground. A great crowd of hairy Panjabis 
soon collected round the buggy, and a sleek Mab&jaii, with a little 
canary coloured turban, introduced himself as having known C. at 
Kabul. Bankers are the same race everywhere ; one would think 
they had a peculiar father and mother, distinct from the universal 
pr<^nitors of the human race, for Mr. O. at Dresden, the O.'s 
at Rome, the fiit young Rothschild we met, a Mahajan at Loodiana 
or Delhi, and I doubt not many a smooth merchant or banker at 
home, have such a strong family likeness that you would take 
them for brothers in different costumes. They are all rather 
short, stout, smootli, shiny, sleek and comfortable looking, very 
clean and neat, very polite and courteous, with not. much to say. 

There is a very simple and excellent contrivance used here by 
carpenters for boring holes. It is a kind of iron stiletto, and a 
bow with a loose string, which is twisted twice round the handle 
of the former, and being moved rapidly up and down the borer 
turns and goes through the wood without any exertion. 

A gentleman related the other day, that having killed a man 
by pure accident when out shooting a short time ago in the Jft- 
lander Doab, he requested a Panch&yet (or council of five arbi- 
trators^ to settle the amount of compensation he ought to pay. 
They aecided that ^as he was a Sahib,** ho ought to give tern ru- 
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pees; and a Lambadar, or'ruler of the village, told him privately, 
that if he thought that exorbitant, he would try to get it lessened. 

Early on the 10th, we went out on an elephant which the Vb 
brought with them. It is a very nice creature. I have fed her 
several times, and she now knows my voice and comes afler me 
when I call her. It is very curious to see* what steep places an 
elephant will go up or down. 0. desired the Mahout to make the 
Elephant knock down a wall for my edification. At first she did 
not understand what was required of her, and made a frightful 
growl or roar when the Mahout struck her, but when she knew, 
she pushed down a piece of wall about nine feet high, and four 
broad, of unbaked bricks, with the upper part of her trunk, as 
quietly and gently as possible. Finding her so capable of the 
work, 0. led us to his own lines, where they made her demolish 
some of the old huts to make room for the new ones, thus saving 
the men a good deal of labour. We passed through the lines, 
and I was much amused at the peep I got of them. Many of the 
Hindu Sepdhis were preparing their f6od, each man sittmg in a 
little circle with a small rampart of earth two or three inches high 
around it, within which himself and his bright brazen vessels re- 
main untouched and unpolluted. 

It is curious to see a Hindu Sepahi with the front of his head 
shaved, twisting up his long black hair into a knot. I want to 
see a Sikh's hair, but that is very difficult, as I hear horrid reports 
of its never being taken down ; I hope '* in puhli^^ is soua entendu. 
Most of the men seem to have Charpais and good rezais or quilts, 
I played chess with Abdulrahman Kh&n a little time ago, and he 
would inevitably have been defeated, when he suddenly found out 
it was very late, and feared the game would last all night ; so as 
it would doubtless have horrified him to have been beaten by a 
lady, it was best to agree with him and leave off the game. The 
only difference in their manner of playing is, that the pawns are 
not allowed to move two squares at first, and the King of one par- 
ty is placed opposite the Queen or Vazir of the 'other, instead of 
the Queen being always on her own colour. 

We had another ride on the elephant on Monday, and crossed 
the ford on the road to Fil4r. The very barrenness of the scene 
gave a kind of interest to it, for the boundless expanse of sand — 
the glowing tints left by the setting sun — the immense full moon 
shining into the water on one hand, and far away on the other, 
the fires of some travellers, the Une of the horizon all around being 
almost unbroken save by a few stunted trees, made quite a picture 
of the desert In soine parts great mounds are raised oy the 
drifting of the sand. 



246 PBINCB JAMMUB AKD 8ULTAN MUHAUMAD. 

I have never told you of a most gentlemanly Afgb&n, of the name 
of Agha Muhammad, whom we often see. When Akbar besieged 
Fattih Jang, Shah Shujah's son and successor, in the Bal& Hiss&r, 
the latter sent to General Pollock for relief, which he promised to 
furnish, but owing to Lord £llenborough*s orders not 'to advance, 
failed to do so. Fattih Jang held out a week or two beyond the 
time, and at last surrendered. Agha Muhammad was confined 
with him in the city. Akbar demanded his jewels, and threat- 
ened him with death if they were not given up. Fattih Jang 
promised to have them ready by the next day, but in the mean- 
time Agha Muhammad made a hole in the roo^ scrambled up 
himself, and drew the Shahzadeh up after him by his turban. 
They then hid themselves in the bouse of a friend, from whence 
Fattih Janff made his escape, Agha Muhammad lending him 5,000 
rupees. The latter returned to Kabul afterwards with his father, 
to settle their affairs ; they were waylaid by Akbar's emissaries, 
the old man murdered, and the son severely wounded. When he 
came back to Loodiana, he found the Shahzadah had spent all he 
had, like a prodigal, and could not possibly pay him, so that he is, 
as you may imagine, in a lamentable position. . 

Wednesday. ~0. went to see the Shahzadah Jammur, who is on 
his way to Peshawur. lie offered to come here, but C. prefers 
going up to the Shahzadah's, as otherwise their visits would take 
up too much time. Prince Jammur is very intelligent; he has been 
living at Peshawur, and gave exactly the same account of the state 
and prospects of things in that quarter as Atta Muhanunad (the 
Friar Tuck of Fisher's Horse) did some tune ago ; and yet the 
Shahzadah and Rasaldar have never seen each other. They both 
consider Peshawur and its environs as in a very unsettled state. Sul* 
tan Muhammad, a brother of Dost Muhammad, and a former prot^i 
of Ranjit Sing's, is living there, and is undoubtedly carrying on in- 
trigues with his kinsfolk the Barakzyes, though he pretends to be at 
feud with them. As Prince Jammur said, " Why does he give pre- 
sents in money, shawls, <fec., <fec., to all the Afgh4ns round about—- 
if not for some private end of his own ?" C. thinks it is most im- 
prudent to allow such a man to reside at Peshawur. The more I 
have seen of the Afgh&ns, and the more I have heard what they say 
on the whole of our a&irs in 1841 — 42, the more 1 see how ao- 
curate all C.'s views were. 1 am astonished at the amount of in- 
fluence he possesses with all ranks and classes, and the universal 
esteem and deference they show him. They all consult him, and 
strange to say, follow his advice, speak freely and confidentially to 
him, and show him honour in every way in their power. The veiy 
Qovemment seems to consider him as a kind of Chief of the 
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Afgh&iifl, for not knowing what to do with' about 120 men who have 
boon lately diflbandod from Major FerriB* Police Battalion, and many 
of whom had been with C. at Kabul, the magistrates of Banda sent 
them here begging my husband to take steps for distributing them 
amonff the regiments of the Frontier Brigade. His own ranks being 
quite full, he was obliged to send most of them on to Lahore, where 
Uolonel Lawrence will provide for them, and the rest back to Am- 
balla to enter one of the regiments there. But this influence costs 
a good deal ; for instance, so many of these men being old com* 
rades, C. had to give a feast to the whole, which cost twenty ru- 
pees. Then one of those who was going on to Lahore was so deeply 
m debt to another who was returning to Amballa, that we had to 
release bis Jellalabad medal for him with ten rupees more. 

One of these men, Evun-u-Din, volunteered to carry a letter to 
Jellalabad from Sir William MacNaghten, at a time when no Eassid 
could be bribed to make the attempt He succeeded in spite of 
great danger and difficulty. He was a fine looking man, with a lilac 
and silver turban, and red shawl wrapped about him. Another of 
this gallant band, who has lost both feet, is at Peshawur, and one 
wlio has lost both hands and feet is in his native mountains. C. has 
applied for pensions for l)otli of them. Almost all the men who 
camo to-day had shaven heads, and one of Uio officers speaking, as 
they all did, of the injustice of disbanding them (when Lord Ellen- 
borough had promised that as a reward for tlieir distinguished fidelity 
and services in Afghanistan, they should be for ever retained in the 
service of the Company), suddenly plucked off his cap with the 
utmost vehemence, and thrusting his bald head under C.'s very 
moustache, showed a scar that would have split any other skull but 
an Afgh&n^s, an Irishman's, or a Highlander's fore and aft ; crjdng, 
" Do you think I took that on my head for nothing f " C. sent them 
all away pleased at what he had done and was trying to do for 
them. He has a wonderful way of mani^ng them. That Afgh&n 
I told you of, whom he cut down for mutiny, and who came to see 
him on his way to join one of the other regiments, returned the 
other day, having asked for his discharge in consequence of not 
being promoted instanter. C. has more man his complement and 
can do nothing for him, so he slapped his cheek, told him he was 
an ass, and then took him by the shoulders, and shook him until 
his head nearly fell off, all of which this sturdy, mutinous creature, 
with battle-axe in hand, took most placidly, while the other Sep4his 
laughed. 

A Kashmiri Mussalm&n, a gentleman by birth, came a few days 
since to ask for assistance. He had been nearly slain, and then 
driven out of the Panj4b during the Sikh dominion for eating beel^ 
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C. told him that too many came. He answered, ^ When a fountain 
18 known to send out sweet water, all men flock to it" *^ But if the 
fountain is exhausted, what is to-be done!" To this he had no 
reply, but as he was really in need, the fountain was obliged to give 
him a few drops. 

To the Kashmiris, generally, I have an averdon. The women 
certainly have very delicate, beautiful features ; but they are the 
most inveterate scolds I ever heard. I have no comparison at all 
adequate to give any idea of the clack-dack of a Kashmiri's tongue. 
O. says that the foulness and volubility of their abuse would horrify 
a Billingsffate fishwoman ; and as to the sound (which we hear every 
evening ymen we pass their quarter)2perhap8 a never ceasing alarum 
would give the oest idea of it Ih^y are, beyond measure, dirty 
in their nabits, and are full of low cunning and devemess, without 
anything manly or hearty in them. 
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C. LATELY Bent Pfinco Shahpur a Persian Bible. The New Testa- 
ment was beautifully bound in morocco ; tlie Tourah, or Old Testa- 
ment, was a very fine edition, but in plain, strong half-binding. I 
therefore made green velvet covers for the two volumes of it, and 
embroidered the title in gold beads, with a little flower on the other 
side, lining it inside with crimson silk. It was thought very pretty, 
and my Munshi took the greatest interest in superintending the shape 
of the letters. I wrapped up the whole in a piece of crimson China 
crape, which made a lovely cover. 

I am never weary of driving through the Bazar, it is so pictur- 
esque. About sunset all the cook-shops are in full activity. Here 
you see one ladling out soup, and for some reason of his own he 
invariably strikes a loud bell as we pass, probably to invite us to 
partake of his " savoury messes.'' Then, on the ground are innume- 
rable Kab4b sellers, each one with rows of skewers on which the 
bits of meat are filed, laid over a little charcoal fire, which sends up 
a ruddy hue on the countenances of the hungry group around, pro- 
bably wild-looking Afgh&ns, waiting till the meat is ready. A little 
further on is a whole family sitting over a fire which they have 
kindled in their solitary room or rather alcove — for it is open to the 
street — or a poorer group are trying to warm tlicmselves with some 
blazing straw : — again in a larger and carpeted apartment are some 
wealthy shopkeepers casting up and settling their accounts; the 
Kotwal, or Native Mayor, sits in his little chamber over the gato 
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poring over papers ; a seller of dainties made of sugar and ghi, is 
squatted by the roadside, with a light fixed to a sti(£ stuck in the 

f round, or else carries them on his head with a candle &stened to 
is basket. Sometimes you see a little dog trained to light its 
master home by carrying a blazing torch in its mouth. Tlien the 
Sais snatches up a child toddling across the horse's path, and whisks 
careless passengers, bullocks, and donkeys out of me way with a 
horse-towel 

At this season no one who can help it sleeps jn the open air, so 
that the streets are more passable than they were. Then there is an 
elephant or two, a long string of baggage camels, a Shahzadeh and 
his suite, or a Missionary driving home m his Buggy after his daily 
preaching. At one place there is the Cloth Mart, each seller carry- 
ing a few pieces on his shoulder or head. Near them are the money 
changers seeming fast asleep, but sure to open tlieir eyes if any one 
come within reach of their piles of copper ; then there are the bul- 
locks lying in the midst of the road, an irregular horseman career- 
ing about : all this is entertmnment for the eye ; and for the ear 
there is a group of men on one side singing softly in chorus; across 
the street im imperturbable Ilindli shopkeeper, abused and assailed 
by some furious client or rival ; the rcd-and-yellow clothed, or per- 
haps half nakea, Sikhs talking Panjabi, every other word ending in 
*^Sing;" the deep, guttural, harsh tones of A%h4ns shouting 
Pushtu, or tlie incessant clack-clack of a Kashmiri woman's tongue 
pouring out unimaginable maledictions on the luckless wight who 
nas incurred her displeasure ; by all of which the strangeness and 
interest of the scene are of course much heightened. 

Driving home the other evening we espied a poor man and boy 
turning a little spit with a very scanty portion of kabab on it for 
their supper. It was dark, but the firelight enabled us to see him. 
We drove on a little way, and then C. sent back the Sais with half 
a rupee (about a shilling) telling him to desire the man to make 
a good supper, but not to say who the money was from. He 
accordingly ran back, thruut the piece of money into his hand, an<l 
cried ^*Make a good supper." "Achha" (good), cried the poor 
man with his eyes and mouth wide open, but before he could say 
another word the Sais had vanished into the dark night, leaving 
him in doubt whether it was a Djinn or no. The D.'s have just 
passed through on their way to Mattra, near Agra. We took tea 
with them on Thursday, and I was much amused at a story Mrs. 
D. told me of a little boy of three years old who was very 
fond of her, but who, on seeing Major D. for the first time, and 
being told that she was about to marry him, was by no means 
oqmuly charmed with him ; so going up to her, he said very gravely 
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— ^"Have you a fatLer and mother ?** "Yea,** answered she. 
''We)], then, take my advice don't marry that man, but go home 
and dwell among your own people.'' This is so pretematurally wise 
as to be quite ** uncanny." 

I am astonished at the way even rational and Christian people 
neglect the instruction of their young children. You hardly ever 
meet a child under five or six years old who knows anything of the 
Gospel, or who can even speak English, and yet children far below 
that age are clearly rein)onsible before God. How then can their 
mothers leave them in ignorance as great as that of heathen child- 
ren ? It is also marvellous to see the manner in which too many 
good mantigcrs deal with their servants, always suspecting them and 
stopping their pay for every offence ; moreover, sometimes taking 
tliem forcibly to places at a great distance from their homes because 
it is inconvenient to the master or mistress to get other domestics. 

My little school gets on pretty well. I began to think that Wil- 
liara^s youngest little boy Jacob, of four years old, was inaccessible 
to instruction until I read '' Wilderspin on Infant Schools." I then 
determined to try a more lively method of teaching, and speaking 
of Inbour being the punishment of Adam's sin, I asked him to de- 
scribe diffurent kinds of labour. First, what a S&is did ; asked liim 
about horses, what they were like, how they walked, and made him 
walk on all fours, and rub down the Ayah's little boy as if he were 
A horse. lie laudied and began to look much brighter. We Uion 
made both the children show liow grain was sown and reaped and 
ground. They agreed that it was nght that no one should eat who 
did not work, but for a long time htUe Jacob insisted that tailors 
should not eat, and he was only convinced of the propriety of their 
doing so by our showing him that if tailors did not eat, Uiey would 
die, and if they died, who would make warm clothes for him ? — ^for 
I must tell you that the native Christian women do absolutely 
nothing, and even when they are in debt, as too many of them are, 
they send everything to be made up by tailors, whereas if they chose 
everything might be made at home, as all their garments are made 
of cotton, and very simply. I am teaching my Ayah's little girl to 
work, and she succeeds admirably. 

December 1st, 1847. — ^This was a quiet, home-like morning, — 
cloudy sky, watery sun, and bare trees ; the thermometer at 38^ at 
sunrise : we saw the hills north and east of this covered with snow. 
Captain Skinner's regiment of Irregular Cavalry was here last week, 
and C. having mentioned that he h^ not seen tnem. Captain S. very 
obligingly offered to have a field-day for our benefit, which he 
accordingly did. It was most picturesque to see from 600 to 600 
Irregular Horse, dothed in yellow, with scarlet turbans, long lancesi 
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red and white pennons, matchlocks at their backs, and their horses 
with scarlet-and-yellow saddle-cloths, performing their manoeuYres 
with the most admirable precision on a barren sandy plain, the 
ground marked out by flags and kept by mounted orderlies and 
camel sawdrs belonging to the regiment. The latter are most pic- 
turesaue, though ungainly creatures — ^the cameh I mean. Behind 
the whole was a dark, stormy sky and the setting sun. The Irregu- 
lar Cavalry are so much superior to the Regulars in the use of their 
weapons and the management of their horses, that many officers, 
my husband among the number, are strongly in favour of having 
nothing but Irregulars. The men are of a superior class with higher 
pay, find their own horses and accoutrements, and only three officers 
(commandant, second in command, and adjutant) instead of twenty- 
one or twenty-two to each re^ment. Theu* dress is adapted to the 
climate, their saddles to keepmg on, and their spears to use, being 
light bamboo instead of heavy ashen weapons. Picked men were 
chosen from Her Majesty's 16th Lancers, and a man taken at ran- 
dom out of Skinner's Horse, and the result was that he slew them 
over and over again (with blunt lances) without their being able to 
touch him. 

Captain Skinner, son of the well-known Colonel Skinner, seems 
to have inherited his father's talent for raising and disciplining 
cavalry. As I wished to see his regiment on the march, he very 
courteously postponed their departure till sunrise. Accordingly we 
drove to their camp on Saturdav morning (2li\i), We were too 
early, so that we had time to look about. It was a very cold mor- 
ning, and many fires were lit by the men to warm themselves. Some 
were loading camels or tattiis (the hardy little ponies of the coun- 
try), poor women were collecting the manure in baskets to bum ; 
here sat a little child so enveloped in sackcloth or horsecloth, that 
nothing but its large black eyes were visible ; there was a refiractory 
tattu making desperate efforts to kick off its load ; or a trooper just 
booting himself; camp followers of all kinds making haste to be off ; 
no tents standing but those of the European officers ; an elephant 
for the Commandant, laden with^uns for sporting, a dog cart, some 
fine horses, hackeries, <&c., <fec. Tne native Doctor, who had been a 
fellow-prisoner of my husband's, soon made his appearance comfort- 
ably encased in a large flowered and wadded cotton robe, with his 
sword by his side ; wliile his Assistant, as was due, had a mucli sor- 
rier nag of half the size, and by no means so gay a garb. The men 
soon began moving to the front, where they formed into six divi- 
sions. We then drove on ahead to get a good view of them as 
they passed the ford, the only pretty Bit in Loodiana ; and truly we 
■were rewarded for our trouble when they came up, the top of their 
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spean appearing first as they mounted the little rise, and then the 
whole body marchmg on to the sound of their kettle-drums, wind- 
ing round and descending again towards the ford, where the mor- 
ning sun gleamed on their nuiks as they crossed the bright blue 
water. Ab many as choose wear shields slung at their backs. The 
irregular cavalry equip themselves, and of course are obliged to 
borrow money to do so in the first instance. This regiment cost 
50,000 rupees, for which Captain Skinner is responsible, and the 
men pay interest to the Native Banker at. the rate of twenty-five 
per cent. Captain S. wrote to represent this, and to ask Govern- 
ment to lend them tlie money, promising to repay it in two years 
with interest at twelve per cent. The paternal answer was that he 
might have 6000 rupees. 

Colonel Lawrence has just called on his way to Calcutta. I am 
much pleased with him. He is lively and gentiemanly. C. accom- 
panied him for some distance on his journey, and he casually men- 
tioned that he had only been able to obtain one appointment in the 
Panj4b, and that with immense difiiculty. This shows how unjust 
an impression appearances often matke, K>r most people have been 
remarking how well Colonel Lawrence had provided for his brothers, 
whereas it has merely happened that Lord Hardinge thought fit to 
place them all in the same country. 

I must not forget to tell you of an instance of disregard of caste 
in a Brahman Sendhi \vhich astonished us all. He was attacked 
late one night with violent colic, from eating bad fiour. C. gave 
him some medicine which he took without the smallest difficulty 
out of our spoon, though it was mixed by us in water firom our 
bottles, drawn by a Musulman Bhisti, in a goat's skin ; so that the 
whole genealogy of it was unclean in his eyes. Whether his libe- 
rality arose from the cogent argument of pain, or from serving in 
our ranks, I know not, but I am happy to say he was cured. 

December, 1847. — ^Mr. Aratoon, tne Armenian merchant, called 
the other day. The Armenians in India, that I have seen, dress 
like Europeans, which is most unbecoming to them. They gene- 
rally have very Jewish physio^omies. Aratoon is a very enter- 
prising man, and is exerting himself to get steam communication 
established between Lahore, Firozepiir and Karrachi and Bombay, — ' 
a thing much needed. 

Went to Brigadier E.'s daughter's wedding. There was not an 
unmarried lady present ^there is only one at the station), and the 
bridesmaids were three little girls under six years old. The number 
and brilliancv of the uniforms (for every one appears in full dress 
at a wedding) compensates in some measure for the absence of 
young ladies, especially as most of the ladies you meet in India aro 
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young. The bride looked very pretty. Mrs. was ihere ; she 

18 generally received and reviled. I think people should content 
themselves with doing either one or the other. To omit both would 
be best. Captain Quin, in speaking of hydrophobia, told me of an 
instance where the bearer of a lady of his acquaintance was bitten. 
Some days after, she was sitting working, when she heard a slight 
noise, and beheld the poor bearer with his hands joined like an old 
Knight on a monument (their usual attitude in speaking to a 
superior). He said he felt he was going mad and had come to 
make sal4m. About an hour or two afterwards he was discovered 
in an outhouse with his head thrust into a heap of lime quite dead. 
Major F. told us a frightful history of a mad jackall, which came to 
the tent of his sister, and dragged the Ayah up and down the tent 
by the hair of the head. It then ran away, but returned a^ain and 
a^in during the night, biting every one it came near. Major F. 
hunself, finding there was no other chance of sleep, got into a Palki 
and shut the doors. It bit one poor man on the nose who after- 
wards died, but the Ayah suffered no injury except fnsht 

Tuesday, December 14. — Started about eight o'clock for Fil6r on 
the Satlej, to spend the day with Captain and Mrs. Phillips. It is 
about nine miles off. It was a beautiful bright cold morning, and 
the road was thronged with passengers, native officers riding, some 
Sahib's baggage guarded by Sepahis, with goats and kids tied to the 
carts, and cages of quacking ducks and guinea-fowls surmounting 
them ; for p^le march widi all their worldly goods, animate and 
inanimate. We came upon an immense train of bullock carts, the 
owners of which all shouted out their grief at having been pressed 
and obliged to bring the baggage of one of the regiments from 
Mirath. They get a fair price for the work, but this is the busy 
season in Uie fields ; and moreover, no man, not even a patient 
Hindu, likes to be torn away from his own proper work and applied 
to some other purpose, as if he were a thing and not a person. We 
met OUT second buggy horse (such a gallant little Arab mare) at a 
place by the roadside, where some FaqirH had made themselves a hut, 
and ofiered the comfort of a clean mat, a pipe, and a fire made in a 
hole, with manure for fuel, to any passing traveller, who gladly re- 
quited them with a few pice. At this season the Satlej is low ; we 
forded a great part of it, and crossed the rest by the most absurd 
looking bridge of boats I ever beheld. The boats are like very . 
large punts with most curious sterns, about eight feet out of the 
water. In each boat is a hut, in each hut are some men, so that it 
is a populous bridge ; the whole thickly overlaid with straw. Cap- 
tain Phillips's house is close to the rivor, which fonns a kind of 
])roniontory at the spot, and behind it is tlio picturesque Fort of 
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Fil6r. We found them awaiting Us. Their house is a pretty native 
one with very thick walls, and the rooms full of niches, mat are both 
pretty and convenient They led us to the garden, an excellent 
one, with a very fine well, from which the water is drawn by a Per- 
sian wheel. Do you know what that is! At a little distance from 
the well is a horizontal wheel, perhaps ten feet from the ground, this 
has cogs, and bein^ turned by a yoke of oxen, catches the cogs of a 
perpendicular whed placed on one side of it and turns that This 
wheel has another parallel to it and turned at the same time, just 
above the deep well Over this third wheel is a circular band of 
ropes fashioned like a ladder, to every step of which a small water- 
pot is fastened. The lower end of this band is below the water ; so 
that all the pots get filled, and as they reach the top are emptied 
into a trough which conveys the water into the fountains, and from 
thence into the garden. After breakfast and prayers we returned to 
the garden to see the fountains play. 

The former owner of the place built a prettylittle summer-- 
house or kiosk, open on all sides, where we sat We saw also the 
Taikhana or underground apartment for the hot weather, and 
after some time spent in the house, we mounted an elephant, and 
took a ride before dinner. It was the first time I had ndden on a 
ad, which is much like a mattrass strapped on the elephant's 
ack, with a little board on each side for the feet We were 
obliged to hold on by the ropes, at the risk of getting our fingers 
pinched if the elephant chose to puff himself out, but it was 
very sociable and pleasant Sometimes an elephant takes it into 
his head to get rid of his load, which he does by swelling himself 
out until he Dursts the ropes and girths, for he cannot reach any one 
on his back with his trunk. This happened to the £.'s, not long 
ago. They were riding a vicious animal who suddenly began to 
roar, puff, and shake himself furiously, (jolonel and Mrs. £. were 
landed somehow or other, when their daughter, finding that the 
elephant would not kneel, and that the howdah was already half 
off, very nimbly jumped from his back and alighted safe and sound. 
I think some one caught her. Fil6r is prospering under our rule. 
The roads are certainly much better, and the soil firmer than at 
Ijoodiana. Had a most a^eable day; I was much pleased with 
my first visit to the Pahjab, and first sight of the Satlej. It was 
a lovely moonlight night, though bitterly cold. I saw a most 
curious equipage the other day at the wedding, a double-bodied 
phaeton drawn by two camels, with a rider on each, and gay red- 
and-green saddle-cloths. They are very swift, and much more 
suited to this sandy soil than horses are. 

December 23 rd, 1847. — A friend having left his boys in my 
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charge for a month, I have taught them in my little schooL It 
sometimes makes my heart ache to hear the answers given by 
them and by the Oatechist children. They really know less than 
those of the Ayahs. For instance, they all maintained that Jesus 
was not the Son of God, only the Son of Man, except a little boy 
of the Sweeper caste, who has only been here three or four days, 
and who, therefore, must have learnt the Divinity of our Lord else- 
where. The same day all these so-called Christian children said 
that the only punishment of sin was the death of the body, the 
little Mehter, as before, answering that it was hell. We have had 
the greatest difficulty to persuade them that they are sinners, all 
of them denying it stoutly ; and yet two of them are past ten 
years old, and one has learned part of the shorter Catechism, 
though, of course, just like a parrot would. The boys knew no 
grace before or after meat, nor the Ten Commandments ; the little 
one knew no prayer whatever, and both are entirely ignorant of 
scripture history, knew nothing even of Noah, Abraham or Isaac. 
The eldest said that the soul b^me ^mud " when we died. Thev 
have been allowed to run wild, and have been almost entirely with 
a Tery bigoted Muhammadan bearer, and who has put many false 
ideas into their minds. 

To-day they all spoke wiUi great contempt of idols, and said they 
were nothing but bits of paper and bamboo that could do nothing, 
so we endeavoured to show them that it is a great sin to give the 
honour due to Almighty God to such things. Our friend's and 
the Catecbist's children all declared that angels were mortal, and 
the eldest boy added that the devil would die some day. My 
Ayah's little girl Dhann6 answered rightly, and afterwards related 
the whole history of the Temptation and Fall perfectly with every 
minute particular, while the others knew scarcely anything about 
it. While I am speaking of children, I must tell you of a little 
Sunday School child in America, who was asked what she thought 
the stars were. She said they were holes to let the glory through. 
We have been, and still are, very anxious about the NowtoiiH* eld- 
est boy of ten years old. He is suilering from fever, a kind of 
typhus, and all the medicines given him by the doctor do him no 
'good. I sat with Mrs. Newton in his room on Sunday evening, 
and read to him a little. Mrs. Newton has charge of a poor 
little sick child of three years old, a ^'mitherless bairn," who I 
fear is dying. I cannot describe the tenderness with which both she 
and Mr. Newton watch over it, while its father, a young officer in 
the Jallander, has never been in to see it, and hardly inquires after it. 
C. found Mr. Newton busy at his desk, and carefully holding the 
poor sick little thing on one arm. I read to Johnnie, and he 
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was much pleased. Mrs. Newton is indeed a wise Christian 
mother. I was stroking Johnnie's hot forehead with my cold 
hands, and said to him, '* Is it not a great comfort, dear, that even 
a little illness is sent for some good reason?" She quickly 
answered, *' Johnnie has not only a little illness, but a dangerous 
fever, and he knows it ; I always think it right that he should 
know the truth." She told me afterwards that she had asked him 
if he had ever thought it possible he might not recover? He said 
he had. She asked him how he felt in the prospect of death ? 
He said, '* Sometimes I feel quite ready to die, and sometimes I 
feel afraid." Every one is interested about him. 

The old Shahzadeh Nazzar, son of Shah Zeman, came to call 
the other day, having, as he said, heard so many praises of my 
husband that he wiuied to make his acquaintance. He is ex- 
tremely gentlemanly and much respected, especially on account of 
the resignation and quiet dignity with which he bears his adverse 
fortune. He was once Governor of Herllt, in the dajrs when his 
&ther was a mighty monarch who made India tremble; and here 
he, who was then served with a jewelled Elali&n with princely 
state and pomp, smoked a common baz&r chillam with great satis- 
faction, and conversed amiably with my Munshi when 0. was out 
of the room. 

The other day my husband was not on parade, and the Adjutant 
came to inform him Uiat tlio men of the Uronadier Company, who 
are building their lines, had struck work. The Adjutant had found 
them sitting on the ground, and on demanding the reason, they replied 
that they had got no pay for manv months, and therefore could not 
work. Mr. Gimert threatened to beat them if they did not, and on 
their proving refractory he assailed some of them vigorously, and 
most of thom returned to their duty. On hearing this C. drove there 
and told them to leave off; that as they were too fine gentlemen to 
work he should transfer the bricklayers, whom he had hired to teach 
them how to make bricks and to build, to the first company, which 
has distinguished itself by its zeal in pulling down the old huts. In 
vain they offered to work — ^in vain the Subadar Ram Sing represented 
that this would be punishing the whole company for the mult of a 
few — in vain a day or two a&rwards they begged the Sergeant Major 
to intercede for them, and Ram Sing came here himself to get their 
pardon — 0. was inexorable, and said that when all the companies 
had finished he would hire Kulis at the expense of the Grenadier 
Company to build their huts. The companies take it in rotation to 
build their Lines, so that the Grenadiers' ought to have been finished 
before the first company began ; but the latter, who had greatly 
distinguished themselves by their zeal in brickmaking, which they. 
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to the astontthment of all the Bengal offioen, who mj thej camiot 
get the men to make their own bncka, had Yohmteoed to do, and 
made much better and harder ones than thoae which are made by 
hibourerBy thereby saving their own pay — this said company, fired 
with emukition^ began to build np their walk in the most astiraush- 
inf manner ; the Afirfians especially worked with fory. One A^h4n 
brings so many bricks on his head that he stands as it were stopified, 
with his eyes starting for a minute afterwards. I do like the A%h4ns, 
they are so full of energy. I never saw an A%h4n sit still when 
there was anything to do, even though it might be no business of 
his. Well, the Grenadiers fretted and fumed, and vented their rage 
by privily bestowing a sound beating on the ringleader, who had led 
them into the scrape. The walls of the first company grew and 
grew, until a good number of the Mussahnans of the Grenadier Com- 
pany got leave to attend their great feast^ the Muharram, but instead 
of going to the feast they hired bricklayers of their own and worked 
the whole time of their leave with might and main. Upon this 0. 
forgave them, and the two companies are trying which can build 
Cutest 

December 2drd. — ^I asked Mrs. Rudolph to accompany me to visit 
Hasan Kh&n's family, that slie might tell them sometliing more of 
the Gospel. We found that Leila^ poor sister-in-law was dead. I 
therefore begged Mrs. R. to ask Leila Bibi where they thought the 
soul went to after death ? She answered in a hurried nervous man^ 
ner, as if the subject were unpleasant, ** How can we tell ; some go 
to God, some to hell, who can know r Mrs. R. then said, ^' You 
must, therefore, fear death?" ^^Of course we do fear it" Mrs. 
Rudolph with much gravity and earnestness replied — "' I and the 
Mem Sahib do not fear it, because if God has given us His Holy 
Spirit in our hearts there is no reason to fear." She then spoke more 
witli tlicm, and i*ead the Parable of the Prodigal Son, and explained 
it : showed them that envy, pride, and idleness were sins ; Uiat God 
had committed some talent to eadi of us, whereof we should have to 
give account — and tliat Ho was willing to receive all who felt tlieir 
sinfulness and came to Him for pardon. They were much more 
attentive and intelligent than we could have expected. After we 
returned I could not get the poor sister-in-law out of my thoughts. 
I liked the little I saw of her ; she seemed very gentle and sympa- 
thizing, and now die is dead in her ifi;norance. She was the one I 
mentioned as having listened so attentively to Mrs. Rudolph's read- 
ing when Leila Bibi was ill. 

December 24tli. — Wo had Afgh&n visitors all da^. Murtiza Shah*s 
son came. He is a most gentlemanly youth botli m appearance and 
manner. Yet he related an instance of coarse insolence he had lately 
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met with, whicli, I am sorry to saj, is by no means rare on the part 
of individuals (for they are neither men nor gentlemen^ towards 
natives. It happened only a few days ago that in riding ne met an 
elephant, and as his horse always shies and makes a terrible fuss 
whenever he meets one of these huge creatures, he turned into a 
Compound close by until the elephant was past The occupant of 
the Bungalow, I am sorry to say an officer, rushed out shouting, 
" Jao, jao " (Go, go), and actually threw a stone at him. The young 
man said, " Not Snowing whether he was drunk or only ignorant, I 
said nothing, and came away." He added : " I know you and 
several other British gentlemen, and am therefore aware that you 
are not all of the same colour (thoir idiom to express being all of Hie 
same class, all alike), but sucii acts make people without science 
detest the British name." He also mentioneKi that some time ago 
his father had an appointment with a gentleman, and on his way to 
it passed through part of the British camp. I think it was at Lahore. 
A European came up and asked to see a book he had in his hand. 
Murtiza Shah handed it to him, and in return he struck him on the 
leg with a heavy bar of iron until the blood gushed out 

The gentleman Murtiza Shah was going to was very much annoyed, 
but nothing was done. 

Now in these two cases both father and son were well dressed, the 
latter well mounted, with a servant after him, and both very gentle- 
manly in appearance, so that the Quartermaster Sergeant calls the 
son " the young Prince ;" so you may imagine how sucli people would 
behave to a poor or ill-dressod man. I asked C. how it was that 
such an assault was not severely punished. He said, I little knew 
the way in which officers will screen their men in such cases. 

An instance has just occurred here which will give you a specimen 
of some Indian ladies. Major MacDonald has a headman who has 
superintended every thing for him for many years ; a most respectable, 
quiet Brahman. Captain Q. has a most disreputable Adjutant, a 
Mr. W., who was formerly in the Navy, and, I believe, obliged to 
leave it, and whom Captain Q. said he could have broke over and 
over again ; whereupon C. told him he was to blame for not having 
done so. This person borrowed money of Major MacDonald's head- 
man, and a short time since Mrs. W. sent for the latter (unknown 
to Major M.) and tried to get some more money from him, but find- 
ing there was no hope of re-payment, he declined ; whereupon Mrs. 
W.'s European female servant new upon him, tore the note of hand 
from him, and destroyed it before his face, and then turned him out 
of the house. The supposition is that she and her mistress then 
incited her husband, a Bombardier, to assault the poor man ; certain 
it is that he did so, and cruelly maltreated him, put out one finger 
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nni hrA/t Miodier, mid lajmed Yam wo modi tluift ha wm Imng^ 
Xuftm tuma^y nrntmilAt^ on a CSuupd. The thmg wm ao gUiing 
ttMii Ui« Bomtmrdier was brougfat to a eourt maitijdy whereat the 
AdjittiMii of AitiDerj, Mr. G^ instead of actmg as prosecutor, as he 
Wis Umod to dO| a^ted as ooansel iat the prisoner, iHowbeat the 
Nathre witneites on behalf of theconophunant, and at length, by fidse 
iwearinir, it was asaerted to the satisaietion oif the Ckmrt^ thi^ this 
quiet elderly Native had a$$aulUd the huge, stout European soldier, 
who was acquitted. 

Major MacDonald, instead of reporting the behaviour of the 
Adjutant's wife to the Commander-m-Chi^ paid the money him- 
self which I think a very great pity, as such sham^ul conduct 
ought to be exposed. It appears to me that the uprit de carpi would 
lead honourable men to dear themselves and their regiment from 
any participation in such deeds, by vigorously punishing instead of 
screening the guilty. This feeling makes me alwavs desire that a 
gentlctnnii who has disgraced himself should be doubly punished. 

In the evening Abdulrahm&n Kh&n came while we were at din- 
ner. Wo liand^ him a box of Kabul grapes, which he ate, jaun- 
tilv, fliuginff thie skins over his shoulder against the wall, evidently 
tliinking himself the very mirror of good manners. It was done 
with such Bimplicity that I could hardly forbear laughing. 

After dinner C. read with him the last chapters of the Gospel of 
Luke. IIo had brought back the Testument mv huHbund hod 

given him, but luid omontly not road it all, for when ho came to 
10 part where tlie Jews cried out, " Crucify him I crucify him T' 
ho could not forbear bursting out with a most emphatic exclama- 
tion of ** Kambaclit 1*' 0^ You luckless wretches !**) and as he went 
on ho uttored constantly an Arabic appellation to the Most High, 
•ignifyiiiff, ^^ Why are such crimes permitted f When we related 
tins to Mr. Janvier, he told us that a compositor in their printing 
offloe exolaimod when he came to Uie same part, ^ It was from 
groM Jealousy tliat they put him to death 1" 

l>eoomber S6th, 1847. — 0. and I profited by his holiday by 
takinff a walk toffether. Such lovely bright cold morning and 
audi brilliant starlight nights we have now. Certainly at this time 
of year Uie climate is the finest in the world. 

L oall«d. C lent him a most admirable hodk^ the best for 
popular use I have ever seen on the subject, ** Nelson^b Cause and 
t^re of Infiiielity :** you ought by all means to set it for. the reading- 
ro\>m at S^tarrow^a Ueme. C. told him of an infidel lawyer whom 
we rtMid o( ill i^ie of the American papers. He had consented to 
f\^d the Sori(>tun.'(S and the IVebytorian Ekior who had penuiaded 
him to do Si\ found him one day lost in Uiought, and having stated 
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what were his fonner prejudices against the moral law, the Elder 
asked him, " But what do you think of it now ?" ** I have been 
looking,** said the Infidel, ** into the nature of that law. I have 
been tiying to see if I can add anything to it, or take anything 
from it, so as to make it better. Sir, I cannot ; it is perfect. 

** The first command directs us to make the Creator the supreme 
object of our love and reverence : that is right If he be our Crea- 
tor, P)*eserver, and Supreme Benefactor, we ought to treat Him and 
none other as such. The second forbids idolatry : that is certainly 
ri^ht. The third forbids profaneness. The fourth fixes a time for 
religious worship : if there be a God, He ought surely to be wor- 
shipped. It is suitable that there should be an outward homage 
significant of our inward regard. If God is to be worshipped 
it is proper that some time should be set apart for that purpose, 
when all may worship Him harmoniously, and without interrup- 
tion. One day in seven is certainly not too much. The fifth com- 
mandment dennes the peculiar duties arising from family relations. 
Injuries to our^ neighbour are then classified by the moral law.- 
They are divided into ofiences against life, chastity, property, and 
character ; and," said he, applying a legal idea with legal acute- 
ncss, '* I notice that the greatest ofience in each class is expressly 
forbidden. Thus the greatest injury to life is murder ; to chastity, 
adultery ; to property, theft ; and to character, peijury. Now the 
greatest offence must include the less of the same kind : murder 
must include every imury to life ; adultery, every injury to chastity 
and purity, and so of the rest And the moral code is closed and 
perfected by a command forbidding every improper desire in 
regard to our neighbours; I have been thinking," ne proceeded, 
^ where did Moses get that law f I have read history. The £^yp- 
tians and adjacent nations were idolaters ; so were the Greeks and 
Ilomans, and the wisest and best of the Greeks and Romans never 
gave a code of morids like this. Where did Moses get that law 
which surpasses the wisdom and philosophy of the most enlightened 
a^s ? He lived at a period comparatively barbarous ; but he has 
given a law in which all the learning and sagacity of subsequent 
ages have failed to detect a flaw ? Where nm be get it ? He 
could not have soared so far above his age as to have devised it 
himself. I am satisfied where he obtained it It came down from 
heaven. I am convinced of the truth of the religion of the Bible." 

He continued until his death, about three years after, a firm 
believer in the truth of Christianity, his views expanding and grow- 
ing correct. 

In the evening C. took me to the Lines, that I might see his men 
building. I was struck by their quiet behaviour. They make 
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moHtar hj A^ mmt^ ynetm U pemnmg wtUr wio m pit 
inrnj/Hing «aith iato it The Wico ate BMnlj fea diicd. TIm 
Sod emapfmjf whoA bat m SOdi at its head, ksre worked iridi 
more as^ tkaa diieretiooy and hare ia tiwir haite bdk tiwir door- 
wars ifoiU eroclod. 

lliere are three hanadoi to a eompaaf , cadi contaiiriag a^t 
rooms or boases^ m tmii of which ihenMre about three Sqiibit. 
The Natire officm are allowed a eaUin warn to build hooMs for 
themselves, according to their rank, and idiea a ic|;iment leares 
the station, it recetres eompensatioii ior its linei^ if thej aie in 
good order. 

I saw no women, and onlj one fittle child, besides a babj of the 
Bergeaot^MMor^Sy a roost beantifnl, stoot, Mooming Irish babe of 
seren months old, of which its little Hindustani Ajah — (or all the 
soldien^ wives have one— seined rerr prood Eoropean children 
thrive admirably here. I never saw mier babes. 

A poor Bombardier and bis wife came to chapel last Sunday, 
and to our house afterwards to tea. They seem CSiristian people 
by what Captain 0. told us of than, yet there they are in that 
wretched barrack night and day. He complained bitterly of the 
fearful temptations surrounding them ; they iiave no place wherein 
to pray, and can never join in prayer together, but when they wish 
for unmterrupted communion with Ood they take a walk by them- 
selves* Is not this another proof of the sin of herding men and 
women together, as they do in barracks 9 

Captain C. dined with us. We talked of those far awa'. Mr. 
I'orter came in the evening. He mentioned one reason why it is 
very improbable that our blessed Lord was bom in December, viz., 
that the Shepherds were keeping watch over their flocks in the fields 
at night, which is never done in winter ; moreover, it is not likely 
that a (iovernmont would have appointed the taxing at a season 
when travelling would have caused so much Buffering to the people, 
for on a long Journey they must constantly have s^pt in the open 
air. 

January 16t]i, 1847. — Some time affo 0. despatched a party U> 
apprehend deseilers. While so doing Diey were laid hold of by the 
olvll power and put into prison, whereby five of the captured desert- 
ers escAiHtd. C. has had a long correspondence with the different 
AuUiorities on the subject, and sent woitl to his Havildar and men 
to itay in prison until tliey were released in proper form. This, 
however, they were not permitted to do, the authorities finding tliem- 
iolviui in a Moru)>e tliruHt them out So a few days ago, I was asto- 
uIsIuhI U) S(H) a tall, fine looking Sikh take off* his turban and plaoe it 
on Uio chair. I seisoii the op|)ortunity of looking at his long haur, 
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"whicli was turned up in a most complicated manner and fastened 
by a red comb. I found afterwards, tliat he did Uiis to express the 
depths of dishonour into which he had fallen. Had he been con- 
doled with, he would have been a discontented man for the rest of 
his days, so C. told him impatiently to put on his turban and depart ; 
adding, ^ The matter is no business of yours, the concern is mine ;" 
he accordingly went away, convinced of the truth of this assertion, 
which, I thiuK, it would have been next to impossible to imprint on 
the mind of a John Bull, who had been imprisoned for doing his 
duty. He never could have borne to be thus violently deprived of 
his grievance. 

l^e Sikhs, they say, are less superstitious than the Hindus. I 
was astonished at the Granthi or pnest of the regiment bringing his 
sacred book the Granth* (a title I CAti never hear without laughing) 
for me to see, thinking I might like to copy some of the pictures, 
which I intend doing, though certainly not on account of their 
beauty. All the natives profess to admire my drawings very much 
whenever they get hold of them ; but I suspect that in bringing me 
their own pictures, they have hopes of improving my style. Saiad 
Reza brought us an illuminated volume of Persian poems the othe* 
day, some of the pictures wore indescribably ludicrous, One poem 
was on the loves of Majnun and Leila, another on those of Alex- 
ander the Great and Sherin. Alexander, whom they look upon as 
a devout Mussalman, is represented bare-footed, offering Sherin a 
cup of water, while she rides astride on a punchy white horse, and 
looks very sweetly at him. In the last picture, the devil in the form 
of an old woman with a basket of cakes, tells him that Sherin is 
dead, whereupon he knocks a great hole in his head with his fist 
and kills himself. In another picture, Ehosroes, Eini^ of Persia, is 
represented sitting with his love in a tent^ when a tiger comes in, 
which he forthwith slays by thumping its head wiUi his fist 
Almost all the heroes and heroines get tipsy by drinking wine 
together, so you may judge of Persian refinement and Muhanmia- 
dan orthodoxy. By the way, Mr. E. tells me that the Sikhs are 
dreadfully given to drinking. Mr. E. and Major MacDonald dined 
with us Uie other night, and were speaking of the A%h&n character, 
and saying how much these wild people prefer Europeans to Hin- 
dust^inis, K>r whose soft character they have the greatest contempt. 
Major MacDonald mentioned as an instance of this, that a noted 
Afghan wrestler tried his skill with an ofificer, who gave him a severe 
fall. When he got up again, the officer said to him, "I am afraid 
I have hurt you ?'' " Do you take me for a Hindustani ?" was the 

* Pronounced " Grunt* 
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indignant reply, and springing up in the air the wrestler allowed 
himself to fi^ violently on his knees, which were, in consequence, 
frightfully cut "Do you take me for a Hindustani?'' asked he 
again I Mr. K told us that last summer the authorities at Simla 
were beset by a crowd of half-starved and maimed men, women and 
children, who had all but perished in the snows of Afghanistan. 
They cried for succour — ^the men in office said it was no business 
of theirs, and sent them to and fro, until, weai'ied with the sight of 
their misery, they ordered the police to turn them out of Simla — 
and these poor creatures, our own fellow subjects, who had lost eveiy- 
tliing but life itself in our service, were driven forth to perish. Mr. 
E. indignantly expressed his opinion of such an action to Colonel 

r ^ who answered coolly, " Why, what could be done t" — ^Done I 

why they might, should, and aught to have been provided for at the 
expense of the Government ; it was a sacred debt, both of honour 
and justice, and if the Government had made difficulties, why could 
not these men in high office have helped them out of their own 
pockets ? I should feel it a disgrace and a sin, if a dischaiged sol 
dier or a poor camp-follower went from our door unpitied and unre- 
lieved, whether we could afford it or not By-the-by, many of the 
disbanded A%h&n8 of whom I told you some time ago can get no 
employment, though they have been discharged without bounty, on 
the understanding that, according to promise, thev would be pro- 
vided for. Some of Uiose who went on to Lahore, finding no 
employment tliere, wrote a petition to my husband, begging to bo 
received into his regiment, but this cannot be done, as Major Macke- 
son opposes it, not liking, I believe, the admixture of Algh4ns and 
Sikhs. Another set of them are waiting here. They c^me the other 
morning to see how their affairs were going on ; such a fine set of 
men, each with his medal, and some with two. 0. told them nothing 
had been done, that he had got no answer to hia letters. " WeU,'' 
said they, " our only dependence is on you — ^we clinff to your Lord- 
ship's skirt" " But," said my husband, " if you piul too hard my 
Lordship's skirt will tear 1" at which little joke they all laughed. 

Now that we dine late, Abdulrahm4n Eh&n often occupies him- 
self^ when he pays us evening visits, by saying his prayers in the 
comer while we eat our soup. One of our men died the other day ; 
he was an only child, and hia poor old father, a venerable looking 
Sikh peasant^ came to receive hia pay* It touched one to see the 
desolate white-bearded man, but 0. said kind things to bim, and gave 
him something to help him on hia journey home. 

A poor Jew was baptized the last Sabbath in December. The 
Missionaries have known him for two or three years ; he was most 
anxious for baptism, and professed his dependence on Christ alono 
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the Son of God, for salvaiioD, and as there was nothing to object 
to in his life, they thought it right to baptize him, though they 
do not see the clear evidence that could be desired of his conver- 
sion. In the evening he sat opposite to me at the Lord^s table, 
and you may be sure that I prayed for his union with Christ the 
Living Bread. I have also heard from Miss Laing that seven of 
her orphan charge have been lately baptized in Calcutta. Another 
Missionary and his wife have just passed through, Mr. and Mrs. 
Morrison, on their way to Sabdthu. Mr. Morrison preached an 
excellent sermon on Sunday. Captain C. said he had been wait- 
ing fifteen years for a good sermon, and this was the first he had 
heard. Mr. Morrison called on us, and told nie of his pleasure at 
finding the orphans whom he had received at Allahabad in 1838, 
now monitors, tutors, and catechists, and some of them better 
Hebrew scholars than himself. His voice grew thick as he said 
that this repaid him for all his trials, which have been very heavy. 
He mentioned having punished one of these very boys for theft. 
He had taken some min from an ass. Mr. Morrison punished 
him in a very original manner, by pouring the mm back into 
the ass's trough, and compelling the boy to eat wiw his long-eared 
companion until the whole was finished. He never stole again. 
Mr. Morrison told me of some curious superstitious fancies the 
natives have. They think if you pass between two donkeys you 
will lose your religion, but if you touch them both you will get it 
back again or keep it. It is accounted disgraceful by most per- 
sons here to ride upon an ass. I have ridden twice lately on a 
pretty little Arab Major Ekins lent me ; it is very gentle, but its 
paces, like those of most Arabs, are short, and it goes very near 
the ground. I prefer the high action of a good English horse. 
The Arabs are very small, generally from fourteen hands to four- 
teen hands two inches. They have another peculiarity, when not 
roused they are the most lazy creatures possible, they will fall half 
asleep whenever they stand still, and make the greatest possible 
fuss about the smallest possible exertion. Even with my weight, 
this little horse groans and sighs, puffs out his nostrils whenever 
he comes to a sandy place, as if he were quite overcome with 
fatigue, and yet he could probably cany a person twice as heavy 
sixty miles without stopping. He looks so meek and sleek, wiu 
such a beautiful black eye, it is impossible not to pet him. 

We went to see the ice-pits, where the ice is made for our sum- 
mer consumption. An immense number of shallow saucers of 
water are placed on beds of straw and rubbish in an exposed situ- 
ation, the water freezes, and is collected in the morning and 
lodged in great pits. The subscription is about seven or eight 
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charge for a xnonth, I have taught them in my little school. It 
sometimes makes my heart ache to hear the answers given hy 
them and by the Catechist children. They really know less than 
those of the Ayahs. For instance, they all maintained that Jesus 
was not the Son of Grod, only the Son of Man, except a little boy 
of the Sweeper caste, who has only been here three or four days, 
and who, therefore, must have learnt the Divinity of our Lord else- 
where. The same day all these so-called Christian children said 
that the only punishment of sin was the death of the body, the 
little Mehter, as before, answering that it was hell. We have had 
the greatest difficulty to persuade them that they are sinners, all 
of them denying it stoutly ; and yet two of them are past ten 
years old, and one has learned part of the shorter Catechism, 
though, of course, just like a parrot would. The boys knew no 
grace before or after meat, nor the Ten Commandments ; the little 
one knew no prayer whatever, and both are entirely ignorant of 
scripture history, knew nothing even of Noah, Abraham or Isaac. 
The eldest said that the soul became ^mud '' when we died. Thev 
have been allowed to run wild, and have been almost entirely with 
a very bigoted Muhammadan bearer, and who has put many false 
ideas into their minds. 

ToHlay they all spoke witli great contempt of idols, and said they 
were nothing but bits of paper and bamboo that could do nothing, 
so we endeavoured to show them that it is a great sin to give the 
honour due to Almighty God to such things. Our friend's and 
the Catechist's children all declared that angels were mortal, and 
the eldest boy added that the devil would die some day. My 
Ayah's little girl DhannCi answered rightly, and afterwards related 
the whole history of the Temptation and Fall perfectly with eyery 
minute particular, while the others knew scarcely anything about 
it While I am speaking of children, I must tell you of a little 
Sunday School child in America, who was asked what she thought 
the stars were. She said they were holes to let the glory through. 
We have bcuii, and still are, very anxious about the Nowtoim' eld- 
est boy of ten years old. lie is sutlenng from fever, a kind of 
typhus, and all the medicines given him by the doctor do him no 
'good. I sat with Mrs. Newton in his room on Sunday evening, 
and read to him a little. Mrs. Newton has charge of a poor 
little sick child of three years old, a **mitherless bairn," who I 
fear is dying. I cannot describe the tenderness with which both she 
and Mr. Newton watch over it, while its father, a young officer in 
the Jallander, h;is never been in to see it, and hardly inquires after it. 
C. found Mr. Newton busy at his desk, and carefully holding the 
poor sick little thing on one arm. I read to Johnnie, and he 
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was mucli pleased. Mrs. Newton is indeed a wise Christian 
mother. I was stroking Johnnie*s hot forehead with my cold 
hands, and said to him, ** Is it not a great comfort, dear, that even 
a little illness is sent for some good reason 9 " She quickly 
answered, ** Johnnie has not only a little illness, hut a dangerous 
fever, and he knows it ; I always think it right that he should 
know the truth.'' She told me forwards that she had asked him 
if he had ever thought it possible he might not recover? He said 
he had. She asked him how he felt in the prospect of death ? 
He said, " Sometimes I feel quite ready to die, and sometimes I 
feel afraid." Every one is interested about him. 

The old Shahzadeh Nazzar, son of Shah Zeman, came to call 
the other day, having, as he said, heard so many praises of my 
husband that he wiuied to make his acquaintance. He is ex- 
tremely gentlemanly and much respected, especially on account of 
the resignation and quiet dignity with which he bears his adverse 
fortune. He was once Gk>vemor of Her&t, in the days when his 
&ther was a mighty monarch who made India tremble; and here 
he, who was then served with a jewelled Eali&n with princely 
state and pomp, smoked a common baz4r chillam with great satis- 
faction, and conversed amiably with my Munshi when C. was out 
of the room. 

The other day my husband was not on parade, and the Adjutant 
came to inform him tliat the men of the Grenadier Company, who 
are building their lines, had struck work. The Adjutant had found 
them sitting on the ground, and on demanding the reason, they replied 
that they had got no pay for many months, and therefore could not 
work. Mr. Gilbert threatened to beat them if they did not, and on 
their proving refractory he assailed some of them vigorously, and 
most of them returned to their duty. On hearing this C. drove there 
and told them to leave off; that as they were too fine gentlemen to 
work he should transfer the bricklayers, whom he had hired to teach 
them how to make bricks and to build, to the first company, which 
has distinguished itself by its zeal in pulling down the old huts. In 
vain they offered to work — ^in vain the Subadar Ram Sing represented 
that this would be punishing the whole company for the rault of a 
few — ^in vain a day or two afterwards they begged the Sergeant Major 
to intercede for them, and Ram Sing came here himself to get their 
pardon — 0. was inexorable, and said that when all the companies 
had finished he would hire Kulis at the expense of the Grenadier 
Company to build their huts. The compames take it in rotation to 
build their Lines, so that the Grenadiers' ought to have been finished 
before the first company began ; but the latter, who had greatly 
distinguished themsefves by tkeir zeal in brickmaking, which they, 
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to the astonishment of all the Bengal officeis, who say they cannot 
get the men to make their own bricks, had volunteered to do, and 
made much better and harder ones than those which are made by 
labourers, thereby saving their own pay — ^tlus said company, fired 
with emulation, began to build up their walls in the most astonish- 
in|^ manner ; the A&hans esped^y worked with fury. One A^h&n 
bnngs so many bricks on his head that he stands as it were stupified, 
with his eyes starting for a minute afterwards. I do like the Afgh&ns, 
they are so full of energy. I never saw an A%h4n sit still when 
there was anything to do, even though it might be no business of 
his. Well, the Grenadiers fretted and fumed, and vented their rage 
by privily bestowing a sound beating on the ringleader, who had led 
them into the scrape. The walls of the first company grew and 
grew, until a good number of the Mussalmans of the Grenadier Com* 
pany got leave to attend their great feast, the Muharram, but instead 
of going to the feast they hired bricklayers of their own and worked 
the whole time of their leave with might and main. Upon this G. 
forgave them, and the two companies are trying which can build 
&stesi 

December 2drd. — ^I asked Mrs. Rudolph to accompany me to visit 
Hasan Kh&n's family, that she midit tell them someUiing more of 
the Gospel. We found that Leila^ poor sister-in-law was dead. I 
therefore begged Mrs. R. to ask Leila Bibi where they thought the 
soul went to after death 9 She answered in a hurried nervous n^an-* 
ner, as if the subject were unpleasant, ** How can we tell ; some go 
to God, some to hell, who can know ?*' Mrs. R. then said, " You 
must, therefore, fear death?*' ''Of course we do fear it" Mrs. 
Rudolph with much gravity and earnestness replied — '' I and the 
Mem Sahib do not fear it, because if God has given us His Holy 
Spirit in our hearts there is no reason to fear." She then spoke more 
with them, and read the Parable of the Prodigal Son, and explained 
it : showed them that envy, pride, and idleness were sins ; tliat God 
had committed some talent to each of us, whereof we should have to 
give account — and that He was willing to receive all who felt tlicir 
sinfulness and came to Him for pardon. They were much more 
attentive and intelligent than we could have expected. After we 
returned I could not get the poor sister-in-law out of my thoughts. 
I tiked the little I saw of her ; she seemed very gentle and S3rmpa- 
thizing, and now slie is dead in her ignorance. She was the one I 
mentioned as having listened so attentively to Mrs. Rudolph's read- 
inff when Leila Bibi was ill 

December 24tlL — ^We had Afgh&n visitors all day. Murtiza Shah's 
son came. He is a most gentlemanly youth both in apneaxance and 
manner. Yet he related an instance of coarse insolence he had lately 
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met with, whicli, I am sorry to saj, is by no means rare on the part 
of individuals (for they are neither men nor ffentlemen^ towards 
natives. It happened only a few days ago that in riding ne met an 
elephant, and as his horse always shies and makes a terrible fuss 
whenever he meets one of these huge creatures, he turned into a 
Compound close by until the elephant was past The occupant of 
the Bungalow, I am sorry to say an officer, rushed out shouting, 
" Jao, jao ^ (Go, go), and actually threw a stone at him. The young 
man said, '* Not knowing whether he was drunk or only ignorant, I 
said nothing, and came away." He added : ** I know you and 
several other British gentlemen, and am therefore aware that you 
are not all of the same colour (thoir idiom to express being all of Hie 
same class, all alike), but sucli acts make people without science 
detest the British name." He also mentioned that some time ago 
his father had an appointment with a gentleman, and on his way to 
it passed through ^siri of the British camp. I think it was at Lahore. 
A European came up and asked to see a book he had in his hand. 
Murtiza Shah handed it to him, and in return he struck him on the 
leg with a heavy bar of iron until the blood gushed out 

The gentleman Murtiza Shah was going to was very much annoyed, 
but nothing was done. 

Now in these two cases both father and son were well dressed, the 
latter well mounted, with a servant after him, and both very gentle- 
manly in appearance, so that the Quartermaster Serjeant calls the 
son " the young Prince ;" so you may imagine how sucn people would 
behave to a poor or ill-dressed man. I asked C. how it was that 
such an assault was not severely punished. He said, I little knew 
the way in which officers will screen their men in such cases. 

An instance has just occurred here which will give you a specimen 
of some Indian ladies. Major MacDonald has a headman who has 
superintended every thing for him for many years ; a most respectable, 
quiet Brahman. Captain Q. has a most disreputable Adjutant, a 
Mr. W., who was formerly in the Navy, and, I believe, obliged to 
leave it, and whom Captain Q. said he could have broke over and 
over again ; whereupon C. told him he was to blame for not having 
done so. This person borrowed money of Major MacDonald's head- 
man, and a short time since Mrs. W. sent for Ihe latter (unknown 
to Major M.) and tried to get some more money from him, but find- 
ing there was no hope of re-payment, he declined ; whereupon Mrs. 
W.^s European female servant new upon him, tore the note of hand 
fi'om him, and destroyed it before his face, and then turned him out 
of the house. The supposition is that she and her mistress then 
incited her husband, a Bombardier, to assault the poor man ; certain 
it is that he did so, and cruelly maltreated him, put out one finger 
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and broke another, and injured him so much that he was brought 
home nearly insensible, on a Oharpai. The thing was so glanng 
that the Bombardier was brought to a court martial, whereat the 
Adjutant of Artillery, Mr. G., instead of acting as prosecutor, as he 
was bound to do, acted as counsel for the prisoner, browbeat the 
Native witnesses on behalf of the complainant, and at length, by false 
swearing, it was asserted to the satis&ction of the Court, that this 
quiet elderly Native had aaaaulUd the huge, stout European soldier, 
who was acquitted. 

Major MacDonald, instead of reporting the behaviour of the 
Adjutant's wife to , the Commander-m-Chief^ paid the money him- 
self which I think a very great pity, as such shameful conduct 
ought to be exposed. It appears to me that the etprit de corpt would 
lead honourable men to clear themselves and their regiment from 
any participation in such deeds, by vigorously punishing instead of 
screening Uie guilty. This feeling makes me always aealTe that a 
gentleman who has disgraced himself should be doubly punished. 

In the evening Abdulrahm&n Eh4n came while we were at din- 
ner. We handed him a box of Kabul grapes, which he ate, jaun- 
tily, flinging the skins over his shoulder against the wall, evidently 
thinking himself the very mirror of good manners. It was done 
with such simplicity that I could hardly forbear laughing. 

After dinner 0. read with him the last chapters of the Gospel of 
Luke. lie had brought back the Testament mv husbund had 
given him, but had evidently not read it all, for when lie came to 
the part where tlie Jews cried out, " Crucify him 1 crucify him I" 
he could not forbear bursting out with a most emphatic exclama- 
tion of ^ Eambacht !" (^ You luckless wretches !**) and as he went 
on he uttered constantly an Arabic appellation to the Most High, 
signifying, " Why are such crimes permitted ?** When we related 
this to Mr. Janvier, he told us that a compositor in their printing 
office exclaimed when he came to the same part, ^*It was from 
gross jealousy that they put him to death l** 

December 25th, 1847. — C. and I profited by his holiday by 
taking a walk together. Such lovely bright cold mornings and 
such brilliant starhght nights we have now. Certainly at this time 
of year the climate is the finest in the world. 

L. called. C. lent him a most admirable book, the best for 
popular use I have ever seen on the subject, " Nelson's Cause and 
Cure of Infidelity :" you ought by all means to get it for the reading- 
room at Sparrow's Heme. C. told him of an infidel lawyer whom 
we read of in one of the American papers. He had consented to 
read the Scriptures, and the Presbyterian Elder who had persuaded 
him to do so, found him one day lost in tliought, and having stated 
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'what were his former prejudices against the moral law, the Elder 
asked him, " But what do you think of it now ?" " I have heen 
looking,** said the Infidel, " into the nature of that law. I have 
been fiying to see if I can add anything to it, or take anything 
from it^ so as to make it better. Sir, I cannot ; it is perfect. 

** The first command directs us to make the Creator the supreme 
object of our love and reverence : that is right. If he be our Crea- 
tor, P)*e8erver, and Supreme Benefactor, we ought to treat Him and 
none other as such. The second forbids idolatry : that is certainly 
ri^ht The third forbids pro&neness. The fourth fixes a time for 
rdigious worship : if there be a God, He ought surely to be wor- 
shipped. It is suitable that there should be an outward homage 
significant of our inward regard. If God is to be worshipped 
it is proper that some time should be set apart for that purpose, 
when all may worship Him harmoniously, and without interrup- 
tion. One day in seven is certainly not too much. The fifth com- 
mandment defines the peculiar duties arising from family relations. 
Injuries to our^ neighbour are then classified by the moral law.- 
They are divided into ofiences against life, chastity, property, and 
cliaracter ; and," said he, applying a legal idea with legal acute- 
noss, '* I notice that the grcat^ ofience in each class is expressly 
forbidden. Thus the greatest injury to life is murder ; to chastity, 
adultery ; to property, theft ; and to character, peijury. Now the 
greatest ofi^enco must include the less of the same kind : murder 
must include every iiyury to life ; adultery, every injury to chastity 
and purity, and so of the rest And the moral code is closed and 
perfected by a command forbidding every improper desire in 
regard to our neighbours. I have been thinking," he proceeded, 
** where did Moses get that law f I have read history. The Egyp- 
tians and adjacent nations were idolaters ; so were the Greeks and 
Ilomans, and the wisest and best of the Greeks and Romans never 
gave a code of morals like this. Where did Moses get that law 
which surpasses the wisdom and philosophy of the most enlightened 
a^s ? He lived at a period comparatively barbarous ; but he has 
given a law in which all the learning and sagacity of subsequent 
ages have failed to detect a flaw ? Where bid be get it ? He 
could not have soared so far above his age as to have devised it 
himself. I am satisfied where he obtained it. It came down from 
heaven. I am convinced of the truth of the religion of the Bible.** 

He continued until his death, about three years after, a firm 
believer in the truth of Christianity, his views expanding and grow- 
ing correct. 

In the evening C. took me to the Lines, that I might see his men 
building. I was struck by their quiet behaviour. They make 
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mortar bj the simple process of pouring water into a pit and 
trampling earth into it The bricks are merely sun dried. The 
2nd company, which has a Sikh at its head, have worked with 
more sseal than discretion, and have in their haste built their door- 
ways quite crooked. 

There are three barracks to a company, each containing eight 
rooms or houses, in each of which there are about three Sep4h!s. 
The Native officers are aUowed a certain sum to build houses for 
themselves, according to their rank, and when a regiment leaves 
the station, it receives compensation for its Lines, u they are in 
good order. 

I saw no women, and only one little child, besides a baby of the 
Sergean1rMajor*s, a most beautiful, stout, blooming Irish babe of 
seven months old, of which its little Hindustani Ayah — ^for all the 
soldiers' wives have one — seemed veiy proud. European children 
thrive admirably here. I never saw finer babes. 

A poor Bombardier and his wife came to chapel last Sunday, 
and to our house afterwards to tea. They seem Christian people 
by what Captain C. told us of them, yet there they are in that 
wretched barrack night and day. He complained bitterly of the 
fearful temptations surrounding them ; they liave no place wherein 
to pray, and can never join in prayer together, but when they wish 
for uninterrupted communion with Ood they take a walk by thoni- 
selves. Is not this another proof of the sin of herding men and 
women togeUier, as they do in barracks 9 

Captain C. dined with us. We talked of those far awa'. Mr. 
Porter came in the evening. He mentioned one reason why it is 
very improbable that our blessed Lord was bom in December, viz., 
that the Shepherds were keeping watch over their flocks in the fields 
at night, which is never done m winter ; moreover, it is not likely 
that a Qovernment would have appointed the taxing at a season 
when travelling would have caused so much suffering to the people, 
for on a long journey they must constantly have slept in the open 
air. 

January 16th, 1847. — Some time ago 0. despatched a party to 
apprehend deserters. While so doing mey were laid hold of by the 
civil power and put into prison, wherry five of the captured desert- 
ers escaped. C. has had a long correspondence with the different 
authorities on the subject^ and sent wonl to his Havildar and men 
to stay in prison until tbey were released in proper form. This, 
however, they were not permitted to do, the authorities finding them- 
selves in a scrape thrust them out. So a few days ago, I was asto- 
nished to see a tall, fine looking Sikh take off his turban and place it 
on the chair. I seized the opportunity of looking at his long hair, 
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'which was turned up in a most complicated manner and fastened 
by a rod comb. I found afterwards, tliat ho did this to express the 
depths of dishonour into which he had fallen. Had ho been con- 
doled with, he would have been a discontented man for the rest of 
his days, so C. told him impatiently to put on his turban and depart ; 
adding, ^ The matter is no business of yours, the concern is mine ;" 
he accordingly went away, conyinced of the truth of this assertion, 
which, I think, it would haye been next to impossible to imprint on 
the mind of a John Bull, who had been imprisoned for doing his 
duty. He neyer could haye borne to be thus yiolently depriyed of 
his grievance. 

"Hie Sikhs, they say, are less superstitious than the Hindus. I 
was astonished at the Qranthi or pnest of the regiment bringing his 
sacred book the Gh'anth* (a title I cau never hear without laughing) 
for me to see, thinking I might like to copy some of the pictures, 
which I intend doing, though certainly not on account of their 
beauty. All the natives profess to admire my drawings very much 
whenever they get hold of them ; but I suspect that in bringing me 
their own pictures, they have hopes of improving my style. Saiad 
Reza brought us an illuminated volume of Persian poems the othe^ 
day, some of the pictures wore indescribably ludicrous, One poem 
was on the loves of Majnun and Leila, another on those of Alex- 
ander the Great and Sherin. Alexander, whom they look upon as 
a devout Mussalman, is represented bare-footed, offering Sherin a 
cup of water, while she rides astride on a punchy white horse, and 
looks very sweetly at him. In the last picture, the devil in the form 
of an old woman with a basket of cakes, tells him that Sherin is 
dead, whereupon he knocks a great hole in his head with his fist 
and kills himself. In another picture, Ehosroes, King of Persia, is 
represented sitting with his love in a tent^ when a tiger comes in, 
which he forthwith slays by thumping its head witli his fist 
Almost all the heroes and heroines get tipsy by drinking wine 
together, so you may judge of Persian refinement and Muhanuna- 
dan orthodoxy. By the way, Mr. E. tells me that the Sikhs are 
dreadfully given to drinking. Mr. E. and Major MacDonald dined 
with us the other night, and were speaking of the A%h&n character, 
and sapng how much these wild people prefer Europeans to Hin- 
dustanis, K>r whose soft character they have the greatest contempt. 
Major MacDonald mentioned as an mstance of this, that a noted 
Afghan wrestler tried his skill with an ojQicer, who gave him a severe 
fall. When he got up again, the officer said to him, *'I am afraid 
I have hurt you ?" " Do you take me for a Hindustani ?" was the 

♦Pronounced "Grunt* 
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indignant reply, and springing up in the air the wrestler allowed 
himself to mil violently on his knees, which were, in consequence, 
frightfully cut ^Do you take me for a Hindustani?" asked he 
again ! Mr. E. told us that last summer the authorities at Simla 
were beset by a crowd of half-starved and maimed men, women and 
children, who had all but perished in the snows of Afghanistan. 
Thev cried for succour — the men in o£Sce said it was no business 
of theirs, and sent them to and fro, until, weaiied with the sight of 
their misery, they ordered the police to turn them out of Simla — 
and these poor creatures, our own fellow subjects, who had lost every- 
thing but life itself in our service, were driven forth to perish. Mr. 
E. indignantly expressed his opinion of such an action to Colonel 

r f who answered coolly, " Why, what could be done ?" — ^Done I 

why they might, should, and aught to have been provided for at the 
expense of the Government ; it was a sacred debt, both of honour 
and justice, and if the Government had made di£Scultics, why could 
not these men in high office have helped them out of their own 
pockets ? I should feel it a disgrace and a sin, if a discharged sol 
dier or a poor camp-follower went from our door unpitied and unre- 
lieved, whether we could a£ford it or not By-the-by, many of the 
disbanded Afgh&ns of whom I told you some time ago can get no 
employment^ though they have been discharged vnthout bounty, on 
the understanding that, according to promise, they would be pro- 
vided for. Some of those who went on to Lahore, finding no 
employment tliere, wrote a petition to my husband, begging to bo 
received into his regiment, but this cannot be done, as Major Macke- 
son opposes it, not liking, I believe, the admixture of Algh4ns and 
Sikhs. Another set of them are waiting here. They ci^me the other 
morning to see how their afifairs were going on ; such a fine set of 
men, each with his medal, and some with two. C. told them nothing 
had been done, that he had got no answer to his letters. ^ Well,^ 
said they, ** our only dependence is on you — ^we cHuff to your Lord- 
ship's skirt" ** But," said my husband, " if you pi3l too hard my 
Lordship's skirt will tear !" at which little joke they all laughed. 

Now that we dine late, Abdulrahm&n Eh&n often occupies him- 
self^ when he pays us evening visits, by saying his prayers in the 
comer while we eat our soup. One of our men died the other day ; 
he was an only child, and his poor old &ther, a venerable looking 
Sikli peasant^ came to receive his pav* It touched one to see the 
desolate white-bearded man, but C. said kind things to him, and gave 
him something to help him on his journey home. 

A poor Jew was baptized the last Sabbath in December. The 
Missionaries have known him for two or three years ; he was most 
anxious for baptism, and professed his dependence on Christ alono 
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the Son of God, for salvaiioD, and as there was nothing to object 
to in his life, they thought it right to baptize him, though they 
do not see the clear evidence that could be desired of his conver- 
sion. In the evening he sat opposite to me at the Lord's table, 
and you may be sure that I prayed for his union with Christ the 
Living Bread. I have also heard from Miss Laing that seven of 
her orphan charge have been lately baptized in Calcutta. Another 
Missionary and his wife have just passed through, Mr. and Mrs. 
Morrison, on their way to Sab&thu. Mr. Morrison preached an 
excellent sermon on Sunday. Captain C. said he had been wait- 
ing fifteen years for a good sermon, and this was the first he had 
hoard. Mr. Morrison called on us, and told me of his pleasure at 
finding the orphans whom he had received at AUahabad in 1838, 
now monitors, tutors, and catechists, and some of them better 
Hebrew scholars than himself. His voice ffrew thick as he said 
that this repaid him for all his trials, which have been very heavy. 
He mentioned having punished one of these very boys for theft. 
He had taken some wrtLin from an ass. Mr. Morrison punished 
him in a very original manner, by pouring the ffrain back into 
the ass's trough, and compelling the boy to eat with his long-eared 
companion until the whole was finished. He never stole again. 
Mr. Morrison told me of some curious superstitious fancies the 
natives have. Thev think if you pass between two donkeys you 
will lose your religion, but if you touch them both you will get it 
back again or keep it It is accounted disgraceful by most per- 
sons here to ride upon an ass. I have ridden twice lately on a 
pretty little Arab Major Ekins lent me ; it is very gentle, but its 
paces, like those of most Arabs, are short, and it goes very near 
the ground. I prefer the high action of a good English horse. 
The Arabs are very small, generally from fourteen hands to four- 
teen hands two inches. They have another peculiarity, when not 
roused they are the most lazy creatures possible, they will fall half 
asleep whenever they stand still, and make the greatest possible 
fuss about the smallest possible exertion. Even with my weight, 
this little horse groans and sighs, puffs out his nostrils whenever 
he comes to a sandy place, as if he were quite overcome with 
fatigue, and yet he could probably cany a person twice as heavy 
sixty miles without stopping. He looks so meek and sleek, wiu 
such a beautiful black eye, it is impossible not to pet him. 

We went to see the ice-pits, where the ice is made for our sum- 
mer consumption. An immense number of shallow saucers of 
water are placed on beds of straw and rubbish in an exposed situ- 
ation, the water freezes, and is collected in the morning and 
lodged in great pits. The subscription is about seven or eight 
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rupis a share, that is to say, for . two sirs a day during the season ; 
four sirs or eight pounds is a moderate allowance.. 

On New Year's Day, 0. having ridden out met a camp of gipsies 
of about forty persons. They were very poor, so he told two of 
them to come to the house and he would give them something. 
He had no sooner performed his promise, than Baedullah and 
Yazir^ the bearer entreated him not to have anything to do with 
such people, for they were all necromancers, and could take any 
shape they pleased, and would certainly come back next day as 
rich Mah^jans. It seems they call them birujpid or shapeless, •'. e. 
having no proper form of their own. They reminded him of what 
had happened to Sir Claude Wade ; and our Kh&nsdman, who was 
ten years in Sir Claude's service, has just related the story at. full 
length.. It seems. Colonel Wade was writing when he beheld a 
procession entering his Compound, Chobdars running before fol- 
lowed by a splendid Palki and an elephant, and his Majesty Shah 
Shujah ul Mulk entered. Colonel Wade paid his compliments, 
and was much surprised by the King asking him for a present, 
but the latter explained, **I am not the King, only I have takeu 
his appearance, and I really want some money." Sir Claude waa 
80 amazed that he gave him some ; whereupon this second editioa 
of Shah Shujah proceeded to the palace, where they were so bewil- 
dered at seeing His Majesty's double, that they also made him a 
present He then went on to Lahore, where Kanjit Sing was so 
astonished at seeinfi^ his ill-used old guest, that he, too, gave him a 
eift; after whidi he went to.Dehli, and Saiad Khan does not 
know what became of him afterwards. 

This grave old servant of ours often diverts me. The other day I 
asked hun the name of a pudding. I could not at first catch the 
name; when I did, I said, ^^Oh! flummery;" whereupon he cor- 
rected me, saying, "Nehin (no) Mem Sahib, *p-lunmicry."' So I 
have been oblig^ to call it p-lummery ever since. In the same 
way I always order a pu-lum puddling. 

Another disbanded soldier came to us the otlier day, an Afgh&n 
of Ferris's Jezailchis, a very fine athletic man, who had not eaten for 
three days. Certainly some record ought to be made of Govern- 
ment promises, that one Governor-General may fulfil those given by 
his predecessor. 

Suleiman Khdn, that prince of spies, was here just when Lord 
William Hay and Major M'Donald were paying us a visit The 
former is going with his brother, Lord Gifford, into Kashm'r ; and 
Sule:man was called upon to enlighten the piuly with the result of 
his experience. Suddenly I saw him pull off his outer garment, 
and tiail it along the gi'ound, like an Iiishman trying to provoke t^ 
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'^skrimmage.^ H<§ then trampled to and fro upon it^ just as the 
■aid Paddy would like to see anybody dare to do on his ffreatcoat, 
and finally put it on again. I marvelled greatly what this miffht 
mean, until I discovered that he was showing the method in which 
they pass dangerous and slippery places in the snows in Kashmiri, 
by spreading meir garments on the ground, and then leading their 
horses over them. At C.'s recommeAdation, Lord Giflford and hia 
brother have engaged Suleim&n Eh&n to accompany them. 

Monday, January l7th. — Mr. Janvier brought over Capt W., 
whom C. had known in Malacca, and who is now a devoted Chris- 
tian, and has a suitable helpmeet in his wife, the daughter of Mr. 
Hill, an excellent Missionary in Calcutta. Captain W. has for the 
last seven or eight years studied the scriptures in Urdu and Uind(ii| 
for the purpose of making himself useful among the natives. He 
assembles his servants for reading and prayer, morning and even-; 
ing, distributes tracts, and enters into conversation on rengion when- 
ever he can make an opportunity. Good Major Wheeler at Bendres 
openly preaches to the Sap&his, but although Captain W. does not 
do this, yet when he takes his books, and goes to visit a village, the 
. Sepahia Bay, ''Let us follow our Padre with his books, and heaf 
what he says.*^ The Molewi of hifi corps has been much oppressed 
by the other Mussalmans for the interest he evinced in Christianity: 
he appears at present to have gone back. The next morning, while 
0. was busy inspecting the clothing of the regiment, I walked out, 
and met Captain and Mrs. W. Some of the boys of the Mission 
School were lounging about, and Captain W. spoke to them. One of 
them said it was true that Jesus was a Saviour, but he added ,'*Ram 
is my Saviour." Captain W. asked him if he knew what sort of 
person Ram was, and described the wickedness of his character, 
asking if that were a fit kind of Saviour: the boy acknowledged it 
was not Captain W. afterwards told me that the keeper of the 
shrine at Fattinpur Sikri, a Mussalmdn of -good &mily, assured him 
that he believed in Jesus as the Son of God, and always prayed in 
his name. One day he was present when Captain W., at family 
worship, was explaining the miracles of our Lord, and remarking 
that none but God coiud do such wonders. The Mullah said before 
them all, ''That is quite true;" yet five minutes afterwards Mrs. 
Williams found him with his face to the west, going through the 
Muhammadan form of prayers. She spoke to him most seriously, 
and the only excuse he could make was, that " he was brought up 
so." Captain W. mentioned an incident which shows how useftd it 
is to give away tracts. He was speaking to a man whom he met by 
chance on the subject of salvation, and was astonished at his know- 
ledge. Ho asked how he came to know these things, and the man 
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told him thAt a S4bib had giyen him a book, yAnch he not only 
read himself but which his neighbours constantly came to his house 
to hear. Mrs. W. also told me that when she used to translate one 
of the tracts for children which abound at home, to her little native 
school at Ben&res, the children would listen with the greatest inter- 
est and cry, ^' Oh, why don't the people in England send us such 
little booli», we should like to read them just as much as the child- 
ren in England." 

In the afternoon Captain W. went into the city, and after one of 
the catechists had done speaking, addressed the people himselC 
The next day, before starting, he accompanied Mr. Janvier and Mr. 
Rudolph to visit a Dhobi, who is to be hanged to-morrow for the 
murder of his wife. She was unfaithful : he cut her throat, and then 
delivered himself up to the kotwal or native magistrate. They found 
him perfectly callous and unmoved. He said, ** God put it mto his 
heart to kill his wife, so that, if there were anything wrong in it, it 
was not hia &ult : what did it signify whether he were hanged to- 
morrow or not, he must die some day." Mr. Rudolph plainly told 
him, ^ You wiU bitterly regret to-morrow at this time not having 
listened to us to-d^ ;" but no impression could be made on thi» 
wretched Hindu. He said, '* If I have sinned I shall atone for it 
to-morrow ;" and thus he left the world, in the full persuasion that 
he would be happy in the next 

Agha Muhammad told us a most excellent answer that he had 
himself heard at Peshawur. One day he and his father were pay- 
ing a visit to Abdul Sammad Beg, that'¥rretclied Persian of whom 
you can see an account in '^ WolfiTs Book," and who was the prin- 
cipal adviser of the tyrant of Bokhara, on the occasion of Stoddart 
and ConoUy's murder: some refugees of our unfortunate Kabul 
force having also had their throats publicly cut before the gates of 
the city by his orders. This monster had a negro servant, a remark- 
ably devout Mussalm&n, who never omitted the five prayers daily, 
and was looked upon as a saint 

Abdul Sammad was telling his visitors what a heavenly man this 
was, when the negro entered bearing a pipe. His master said to 
him, ^ I was just saying what a devout man you are, that you are 
sure to go to heaven : tell me, what do you think of me ! do you 
think I shall ?" The negro looked him full between the eyes and 
answered gravely, ^ Heaven is not a stable," meaning where swino 
and dogs and such as you may enter. Agha Muhammad said that 
Abdul Sammad tried to laufi^h, but evidently felt the rebuke. 

In no other country is uiere such a gulf between the different 
classes, in regard to kindly feeling and intercourse, as in England, 
and especially England Proper. See the difference in Germany, for 
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instance ; the respectlul familiarity between officers and men in the 
Prussian army. The more I see of other countries, the more forci- 
bly English ezclusiveness strikes me as a very bad national pecu- 
liarity. It is a thing wholly unknown in the East, where servants 
and masters, rich and poor, behave to each other much as I suppose 
th^ did in patriarchal times. 

The Ndig of our guard reported last night that a young Sep&hi 
having burnt his leg, the cold had increased the pain to such a 
degree, that he was unfit for duty. He was quite a lad ; C. sent for 
him, gave him a dose of arnica, and tied up his leg with cptton with 
his own hands. The pain went off almost immediately : we kept him 
here all the next day, that he might take more arnica, and his &ther 
and mother, who live quite near the Lines that they may look after 
their boy and cook for him, brought him his dinner. 

January 20th. — ^This morning, as we were taking our usual walk, 
we met an officer's servant wim a curious sort of weapon in his 
hand : it was a kind of batUe-axe with a. long red handle. He told 
us he carried it as a protection against thieves, and showed us how 
he folded it in his garment, so that they cannot tell, said he, what I 
have here. Fancy a gentleman's servant carr3ang such a weapon 
in England I 
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Januart 29tli. — Agha Muhammad came full of joy to tell ua, 
first, that he was likely to win his lawsuit here, and secondly, what 
was still better, that his wife and Uttle brother liad escaped from 
Afghanistan and were now at Peshawur, on their way thither. At 
first he used the general term ** my household,*' but then added, con- 
fidentially, ^ that is, my wife," and his eye jQ;listened. He said, 
^ Many of my people take more than one wi^ but I am sure that 
it is not only wicked but foolish; there are always jealousies and 
heartburnings, and those who do so are sure to eat sorrow for it at 
last" 

Abdul Rahm&n Ehdn came in last night C. mentioned the 
fjEict of AbduUa Khan Achakzai having buried his elder brother in 
the ground up to the neck, tied a rope round his throat, fastened a 
horse to the other end of it, and drove the animal round and round 
until his brotlier expired. Abdul liuhin&n could not deny the fact, 
so he uttered two or three groans, and then betook himself to his 
prayers in the comer of the room. My naughty little dog no sooner 
saw this, than he must needs go curiously prying into his perform- 
ances — ^peering into his &ce and distracting the pious Mussalm&n 
with his unorthodox attentions, and it was only by constant feeding 
I could keep him away. The Hindustanis are rather fond of dogs, 
the Hindus very much so ; but the Afghdns have a true Mussalmdn 
sense of their uncleanness. 

As a sign of the times, I may mention that the ^ Dehli Gazette" 
the other day contained advertisements from no less than five dif- 
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ferent Romanist schools,* for boys or girls, at Agra and Massuri. 
Id one a pledge is ffiven that the religion of Protestant pupils will 
not be interfered with, but that " they will be instructed in religion 
as far as possible without touching on those points on which Catho- 
lics and rrotestants differ." Louisa Sylvester told me that when 
she was in the Convent of Agra, most of the children, herself inclu- 
ded, were ready to become Roman Catholics, partly to escape punish- 
ment, and partly because the nuns gave them such descnptions of 
the glories of heaven and of the happiness of those virgins nneaning 
themselves), who should follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth, 
that they longed to become nuns too. 

They were most carefully instructed in all the peculiar dogmas of 
Rome ; Louisa has them all at her finger's end. The priests who 
visit the convent daily are all younff, and all foreigners, except one. 
The Bishop is middle aged — an Itiuian : you may judge of his cha- 
racter by what Louisa related to me. One of the children happened 
to be alone with him in the parlour of the Convent, for the nuns are 
in the habit of complaining to the Bishop of any child who com- 
mits a fault, which all the pupils greatly fear, al^ough he always 
intercedes for them, and ffets their punishment remitted. The nuns 
had served wine to the Bishop, who had taken too much, and, there- 
fore, said divers improper things to this poor child, and gave her 
wine to drink. Her companions soon found this out, and she told 
them what the Bishop had said to her, and that he had desired her 
by no means to tell the nuns. None of the children dared to men- 
tion anything of this circumstance, for the nuns told them that the 
Bishop was in the pla<^ of Gt)d, and that it was a great sin to slty 
anything against a priest 

A Bombardier's wife has been telling me much of Captain C.'s 
kindness to the sick. I find she was in the barracks of the 50th at 
the time they fell down last year. She and some other women had 
been sent up to join their husbands after the Satlej campaign. They 
arrived at Loodiana I think in June. There was no place for^hem 
to go to, and for some days they Hved in their hackeriesf in the 
midst of the hot winds ; at last they were housed, and some were 



* Tlie Society for Promoting Female £!ducation in the East are about to 
open a school for the children of officers and others at Massuri, so as to 
give a thorough and Christian education in a good climate to those who 
cannot afford to send their daughters home. Subscriptions are received 
by Miss Webb, Honorary Secretary, 16, Shaftsbury Crescent^ Fimlico. 
Another most valuable institution is the Female Normal School in Calcutta, 
for training teachers of all castes and complexions. Particulars can l>e 
obtained from the Venerable the Archdeacon of Calcutta. 

t Carts. 
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sent to the 50th lines. The very night they got into their new 
quarters the barracks fell, and their end was the only portion that 
remained standing. They had been obliged to have a guard of 
Sepahis to protect them from the insolence of British soldiers, some 
of whom being intoxicated, had endeavoured to force their way into 
the women's quarters. All their guard were killed except one, a 
young Havildar, who had kindly gone to fetch a light for one of the 
poor women whose child was just dying. He was in the act of 
giving them this li^ht when all the rest of the building fell, and thus 
owed his life to this act of kindness. 

Mrs. Janvier and I went to see Hasan Eh&n's wives the other 
day. They were full of the execution which took place lately, and 
thought it very wrong to hang a man for such a cause, saying that 
in their country a man had a right to kill an unfaithful wire, and 
besides, he was " so young." I could not help thinking there was 
much excuse for him. 

February 15th, 1848. — Johnnie Newton, after. being almost given 
over, isy we trust, recovering. We have been walking daily of late, 
for it has been too cold to drive in tlie evening. The men have got 
their great coats just as they were beginning to die from exposure 
to the cold with insufficient clothing. A hundred are still waiting 
for their arms, and have been so since November, for want of work- 
men to make and alter their belts, pouches, dec. Just imagine the 
consequences if Uie regiment had oeen needed for active service. 
The arms were indented for last May. My husband applied to 
Government for information as to what clothing he was to indent 
for, and whom he was to get it from, and did not receive an 
answer for months afterwards, and, therefore, could not indent until 
late in the autumn, and the men are nine months in arrears of 
pay. I was amused at seeing a stout Sikh Havildar, with a mag- 
nificent beard, sitting working at something close to my tailor. 
Bow killed his fourteenth wild cat the other day, and one evening 
on going to bed I found a small figure in a little red coat lying in 
the very middle of the bod with its head on the pillow and its foot 
stretched out straight like a child. This was **NeI," who had 
deposited himself there, and when I spoke to him, merely opened 
his eyes and shut them again very tight, wagging his tail most 
consciously. It is the queerest of doggies. 

I have heard no stories for a long while except one from Agha 
Muhammad, who gave us an account of the attack upon his faUier 
and himself at Kabul. They went back to settle their affairs, and 
received promises of safety from Akbar Eh&n. They were attacked 
by armed men just as they were leaving the mountain pass of Lat- 
taband or Rah-i-Kachan ir, and entering Butkh&k ; the father was 
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cut to pieces, one brother severely wounded, and the other, Agha 
Muhammad himself, left for dead. They had slain three of their 
assailants, and were now stripped and left in the snow. Their ser- 
vants, who had preceded them, came the following morning to look 
for their bodies, lliey found the two brothers stiU breathing, snow 
having fallen in the night and covered them from the piercmg air. 
They were brought secretly into Kabul, and hid in the house of 
Akbar Kh4n^s own N&zir, who tended them most carefully, and 
invariably reported to Akbar^s messengers, who came to make any- 
thing but kindly inquiries after them, that they were at the point 
of death. When sufficiently recovered he conveyed them away into 
Koltintnn, from wlionco Aglm Muhammad got to Loodiana. 

February 22nd. — Major M. has been encamped here for some 
days. He is a tall, handsome man ; and has what that affected 
creature, Disraeli, calls " a very imposing presence." Though veiy 
shy in ladies' society, he can talk well, and we have had very lively 
evenings when he has been with us. Yesterday he gave us an 
account of the earthquake at Peshawur at the time the walls of Jel- 
1414bad were thrown down. He and about twenty others were sit- 
ting at break&st in a centre room when they saw the walls rock to 
and fro and the ground heave. They all rushed towards the^ door 
to gain the stairs. It was necessary to take two turns, and while 
they were fumbling about it. Major M. said ** he was ashamed to 
confess that ho, bemg master of the house and knowing tlio way, 
got out first, the others all tumbling after him down the steps.*' 
They ilien found themselves in a court surrounded by high walls, 
and all crowded together in the very centre to avoid the walls, 
should they come down. Some one cried out, " Where's the G^ene- 
ral ?" and it was evident that General Pollock, who had been writr 
ing in an inner room, was not among them. 

Sir Richmond Shakespeare gallantly made a rush at the stairs, 
and was about to enter tne house while it was still rocking, when 
the General appeared by another door, having quietly come down 
a different flight of stairs. It was aflerwar£ round that a beam 
had fallen, crushing the table at which he was writing and part of 
his chair, so that had he been a moment later he must have perished. 
Major F. was out riding at that very time, and had just thrown the 
reins on his horse's ne^ to allow him to drink at one of the aque- 
ducts near Peshawur, when the water suddenly dashed up in the 
horse's face, and the animal began to tremble all over. Major 
Mackeson was describing part of the country to the north of tlie 
J^lum, which, seen from a height, is so shapeless and barren, so 
intersected and re-intersected wim deep ravines, that he said it gavo 
one an idea of chaos. It is the same part over which the force was 

12* 
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passing on their return from A^h&nistan, when C. took up a poor 
.Irish horse artilleryman who had been badly wounded, a fellow pri- 
soner of the name of Eeane, or Kane, as he called it himself^ to 
help him across a stream. As they were struggling through it he 
said very naively, " Och, sir, this is a very con^airy country." 

The new Governor-General, Lord Dalhousie, has done a deed 
which exalts him greatlv in our opinions. 0. applied some time ago 
for pensions for some of his maimed and wounded Jezaildiis. lie 
was desired to state what pension he thought suitable, and named 
ten or twelve rupees a month for Eajjir and Eabbir, the former of 
whom lost both hands and feet, and the latter both legs up to the 
knees by the frost, and seven or eight for Muhammad Khdn, Gul- 
fraz, and Gulnur, all of whom have lost a portion of their toes. 
^ The Governor-General has granted this, authorized my husband to 
pay the pensions at once, and commended him for bringing the case 
to the notice of Government." Gulnur is tlie one who came down 
a. little while ago from Peshawur to see my husband, and Gulfraz, 
who was in the Banda Police Battalion, is going with Muhanmiad 
Kh&n to live among their own people in the neighbourhood of Pesh- 
awur. . Muhammad Khdn amused me very much the other evening 
by coming to report formally that he had met Major Mackeson, who 
hud inquired his name, what he was doini^, dsc. ; he had answered 
all his mquiries cautiously, stating that 0. had ^ nourished him very 
considerably," and then came to reveal the matter, being evi- 
dently quite unable to futhom the motive of these questions, and 
determined, with the characteristic caution and suspicious- 
ness of his countrymen, that his old leader should not be circum- 
vented through any fault of his. We have just heard, to our great 
regret, that poor Kajjir is dead. Delay of justice is immediate 
injustice. 

I met with a curious instance of superstition the other day. 
Louisa Sylvester wished very much to go to see a burial-ground 
not far off, but nothing could induce Mrs. Rudolph's Ayah .to go 
with her, lest the dead might arise and lay hold of her. Louisia 
then took Mrs. Newton's baby, little Francis, and said she would 
go with him, but Mrs. Newton's Ayah flew to save the child, and 
said it would never do to take him, for his bearer had been putting 
perfumes upon him, and that would attract the ghosts. In short, 
not one of the four Ayahs in the Compound could be persuaded 
to venture except my little woman. 

We are far from the security of European existence. A poor 
Sdis here stole some radishes out of a garden. lie put them in a 
little pot, and was stooping down to wash them when, as it is sup- 
posed, the owner of the garden ciime behind bim, and with one 
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blow severed his head from his body. It made one's heart ache to 
hear of it ' 

Talking of superior security, however, Major Mackeson told me 
a Persian story last night of a party of pleasure going in a boat, 
whose enjoyment was quite marred by the incessant crying of a 
child whom they had brought with them. One of them proposed 
putting him into the water, which was done, and after he had been 
thoroughly ducked, he was so convinced of the superior safety of 
the boat toat he became quite quiet and contented. 

This was on Carlyle's principle, an excellent one to act upon, — 
'* Fancy that thou deservest to be hanged (as is most likely), thou 
wilt f<».6l it ImppinoM to bo only shot," 

I have been working hard at Talbot-types, and have made one 
of a camel's carriage — ^it is really very pretty. 

The Government is extremely dissatisfied with Gulab Sing's 
oppression of his unfortunate subjects, and one of Lord Hardinge's 
last acts was to write a letter to the Mahar^ah (the contents of 
which, if known, would throw the whole of Kashmir into insurrec- 
tion) saying that if he did not mend his behaviour, the British 
would leave him to shift for himselfl 

Sirfraz Kh4n came here the other day, bringing a beautiful 
emerald ring as a present to me from the Shahzadeh Shakpur. It 
was such a fine one, about a third of an inch square, that it cost 
me a little pain to know it was impossible to accept it ; while 
at the same time I should have grieved to take so valuable a 
thing from the poor young Prince, who can ill afford to be so 
generous. 

March 2. — On going out I found the whole guard engaged in 
reporting some fi^t U> C, who took the bayonet of one oi them 
and taught him now to guard his head. All the servants, and 
even the men employed in whitewashing the verandah, listened and 
looked mirthful. We found that a young Sikh, who was sentry at 
early dawn, thought he saw a thief^ and zealously rushed at him 
wish his bayonet He received a blow which stretched him on his 
back, and had a very bad bruise on the forehead to show in proof 
of it He roared out that there was a thief with a bludgeon, the 

fuard rushed forth, but no thief or bludgeon could be found. Mu- 
ammad Kh4n, the Jezailclu, related that he had seen the whole 
occurrence. '^I used," said he, "always to be wakeful at night 
that I might look about me ; but now from peace I have become 
lazy, though still I always wake at three o'clock." The young 
Sikh had mistaken a half-opei\ door for a thief and knocked his 
head against it He looked quite cross at the ridicule he under- 
went, especially as each man thought fit to feci and press this fright- 
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fill bump on his forehead in no very gentle &shion. We gave him 
some arnica, which comforted him. 

March Srd and 4th. — Mj husband was occupied all the morning 
in paying his men in the verandah. The whole house was sur- 
rounaed by them, and the sweetmeat makers had the audacity to 
come close by, and tempt the poor young Sep4his with great trays 
of Mitai. One of our Sdises assured us that a man may have half 
a seer, i, e. a pound of meat and a seer of flour every day for three 
rupees monthly. Sep4hi*s pay is seven rupees a month. The 
whole expense of the regiment is about 10,000 rupees monthly. 
This is considered a very expensive place. Dr. Walker told us of 
a place near Dacca, where eveirthing is or was so cheap, that 
Eawris (little shells, forty-^ight of which go to a pie, which last is 
about one-third of a penny) were the most useful coins you could 
have. * He had great difficulty in getting change for one rupee; 
and a beggar to whom they gave some copper came and begged 
to have it exchanged for cowries. I think they got ten or twelve 
fowls for the rupee {1 get five). It was somewhere in that neigh- 
bourhood that Mrs. Eckford told me good cows are to be had ibr 
three rupees. There have been divers remarks in the papers lately, 
on the small results of the Government scheme of education. At 
present history and heller lettree are the two objects to which the 
attention of the students is chiefly directed ; and history, more as 
a matter of memory than of philosophy. They read Bacon's 
** Novum Organum," but that is the only work 1 know of, of a deep 
character.* Their education strikes me as a feminine one, and 
receiving no religious instruction, they are deprived of the best 
part of English female education, oi that which does more to 
strengthen and form the character than any other. Dr. Duffy's re- 
marks on the plan of education pursued, in the Hindu College, in 
a recent number of the ** Missionary Record," are most true, 
lliere is nothing to strengthen or expand the mind ; the memory 
and taste are cultivated, mats voilh tout. 

There is no excuse for not introducing Christian instruction, for 
the education given is entirely contrary to all the native prejudices 
— it deprives the pupils of their superstitions and leaves them a 
prey to infidelity. Thus the Government denies them bread, takes 
away their loaves of stone, and gives them a serpent The objec- 
tions made to Christian education always rest on the ostensible basis 

* Whatel/s "Logic," and Abercrombie's *| Mental and Moral Philoeo- 
phy,** have been lately introduced; I believe, under Mr. Bethune'B 
regime. Adam Smitli, on tlio " Moral Sentimeute," was previously consi- 
dered as the ethical work best adapted to the young Hindus, " because it 
excludes religion." 
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of danger in meddling with the religion of the natives ; but Isup^ 
pose even an unbeliever would hardly maintain, that there was any- 
thing wrong or dangerous in giving the knowledge of the Gospel 
to those who professed no religion at all. Now the Government 
schools entirely overthrow Hinduism, and thus having done all the 
dangerous part of the work, they carefully abstain from that which 
they themselves must acknowledge to be beneficial. They destroy, 
but will not build. 

Query, is there any instance of a Heathen, Muhammadan, or 
Popish Government abstaining from all interference with the reli- 
gion of a conquered people t If they are not afraid to introduce 
error, why should we be afraid to introduce truth.* U the Go- 
vernment professes Christianity, let them not support Heathen 
schools. Let them as Christians make grants towaras all Christian 
schools, according to the number of their pupils. Let all offices 
and employments be open to Christians, Mussalmans, and Hindus, 
irrespective of religion ; let all have the opportunity of embracing 
Christianity, but let none be either rewarded or punished for 
doing BO. 

Many of the girls from the Orphan School, though brought lip 
most simply, are no sooner married than they must needs porch 
themselves up on chairs, and give themselves all the airs of ladies. 
When Mrs. tfanvier's baby was baptized in our house, one girl, about 
two years married, came to the prayer meeting, and immediately 
took her seat in an arm chair at the top of the table. Golak N&th, 
the Brahman minister, coming in soon after, was about meekly to 
sit down on the floor with the rest of the Natives, when my huslMEmd 
made him come to the table. One was a minister, a Brahman by 
birth, and highly educated ; the other was an ignorant, stupid, low 
caste woman, without a single claim to distinction. The contrast 
in their behaviour struck me forciblv. Another of these newly 
married orphans called lately on Mrs. Newton, who gave her some 
plates : she, who had all her life been accustomed to do tverything 
for herself now said that she could not carry them (her hut being 

* There never was a natioD, except professedly Christian and Protes- 
tant ones, which did not consider religion as the most essential part of 
education. English education of any sort^ even mere geography and 
chronology, overthrows the Hindu creed. Why should we not at least 
offer something better in the place of that we destroy f That we do 
destroy is granted by Mr. Kerr, Principal of the Hindu Uollege, who thus 
writes — *' It is somecimes said that the education we give makes our stu- 
dents sceptical. It does make them sceptical — sceptical of all those 
degrading ideas with which the notion of a Deity is associated in Hindu 
minds.'* ("A Review of Public Instruction in the Bengal Presidency from 
1836 to 1861/' by J. Kerr, M. A.) 



278 FIGHTING BAM — ^FEWNESS OF SIKHS. 

about 100 yards distant), but would send her servant for them. 
Mrs. Newton asked how she had become so proud ! To which she 
replied, that her husband said he did not wish her to do anything; ; 
but that she should have a tailor and servants. She ought to be 
told that such pride and sloth were the greatest disgrace to a Chris- 
tian woman. The consequence is, that most of the teachers and 
their wives are in debt ; all the women idle, and none seem to have 
the smallest idea of labouring with their hands, that they may have 
to give to him that needeth. 

They' require to be taught household knowledge, to be neat, to 
make their own clothes, to bring up their children well, and to do 
good among their heathen neighbours. But these things could be 
better taught by those of their own sex than by the Missionaries, 
who are already overworked ; the wife of Golak N4th, the Native 
minister at Jalander, seems to set a good example in tliese respects, 
and so does a nice little Kashmiri woman, the wife of a Christian 
woodcutter ; but these are exceptions. 

Last Tuesday, 1th, — ^We spent a very pleasant day^at Filor. We 
went most of the way on an elephant, and, as the 28lh Native 
Infantry had marched the same road just before us, we were much 
amused with many curious sights ; rows of carts filled with Sepahis, 
or drummers' wives and families ; a young Punjab woman, in her 
blue trousers and veil, leading a little kid, or a Sepahi's wife riding 
astride on her queer little pony ; then a man with a fighting ram, 
very fat, and his fleece as white as snow, except where' they had 
stained two tufts on his back in bright orange colour : then an im- 
mense row of bullock carts, who all ffot out of our way most 
peaceably without one hundi^th part of the shouting, and none 
of the beating of cattle that Europeans would display on such an 
occasion. We heard one driver address an ox as Sahib Beh&dar, 
tellinff him he was a mat warrior, and it was necessary he should 
exert liimself; flattenng him in a manner that certainly made the 
creature pull with double vigour. We overtook the regiment noar 
the bridge, and it was a pretty sight to see them ford tlie river, for 
the bridge of boats only extends across half of it. 

Met Mr. Scott of the Civil Service, who told me tliat the Sikhs 
(you must remember that the Sikhs are a sect, the Panjabis a peo- 
ple) are so few that in the Jallander Doab there is not one Sikh in 
^a hundred inhabitants. They always call their sacred book ^ The 
Granth Sahib." Mr. Scott told me he had had many suits to 
settle regarding land which has been left for the support of the 
Granth Sahib. A census of the population of Lahore has just 
been published, and although the number of Sikhs, even in the capi- 
tal, is very small, no beef is allowed there. In Jallander, where 
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some time ago they made a ''fass&d,^ t. e, a fuss, commotioD, or 
rebellion, on the establishment of one shop for killing and selling 
beef, they now submit patiently to the presence of five such. 

I am happy to say a good many Thugs were captured the other 
day, and they are in pursuit of more ; they abound just now in 
this neighbourhood. « 

On reading with the Munshi yesterday in the Acts, of the peo- 
ple at Jerusalem casting off their clothes from rage, I found that 
the same thing is sometimes done in this country. The garments 
are also rent in mourning, both by Muhammadans and Hindus, 
but more by the latter. When a death occurs, a woman of the 
caste called I)6ms, who are musicians and singers, goes to the 
house and leads the lamentation, in which the women of the 
family join, beating themselyes and tearing their hair. 

0. is going to attend a funeral this eyening ; a poor young artil- 
lery officer who called on us not long ago, and who this day week 
was in perfect health. He seems to haye had no complaint but a 
slight lo|y fever. They blistered and leeched him, and sent for the 
Chaplain yesterday when he was delirious 1 and now, to-night, he 
is to be buried. A circular is just come announcing that an auc- 
tion will be held to-morrow morning to sell off all his horses, dogs, 
and other property, and at this yery time, perhaps, his mother and 
sisters are rejoicing at having "had such good news from him by 
the last mail 1 " May God comfort them by giving them the Spirit, 
the Comforter, to abide with them for ever 1 

Leila Bibi having expressed a wish to learn to read, I have had 
Louisa Sylvester taught the Hindustani character, and she has 
been several times to teach her : she is very quick, and I hope will 
be persevering. Louisa has also read a chapter of the "Pilgrim's 
Progress" to her in Hindustani and explained it, and she seemed 
to understand and to be interested. Some time ago when I went 
there they had been much troubled at hearing that Hasan Eh4n 
had married at Peshawur and was going to settle there ; however, 
when I assured them he would come back they laughed about it, 
but they seem very glad that he is not likely to get possession of 
his four wives who are in Afghanistan. Leila Bibi told me they 
had heard he had been poisoned by an enemy, and she had wept 
day and night for ten days 1 I begged her to let me know when- 
ever she heard any such reports, as we could often set her mind at 
rest This day Leila Bibi and Louisa had an argument on Mu- 
hammadanism and Christianity : it was, as you may suppose, not 
a very learned or logical discussion, but they showed the popular 
idea of their religion by saying that no matter what a man did in 
this life, after death he had only to go to Muhammad, and, for the 
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sake of ^ the Prophet,^ God would pardon all his sins. Louisa 
answered that if it were thus, a man might sin as much as he liked, 
kill six or eight people, commit a good many robberies, and divers 
other sins, and yet be sure of heaven at last They say, ^ Oh, 
that would not do ; that they would be punished for their sins, but 
only a little." Like all Muhamma^Jans, they attacked the Divinity 
of our Lord and Saviour, because they cannot understand it An 
evening or two after, Louisa met several wives of one of the 
Shahz4deh's, who desired her to ask me to allow her to come and 
speak to them also. Golak N4th, the native minister, told us on 
Sunday that, at Jallander, not only do many women of the poorer 
classes come to see them and listen willingly to what they say of 
the Gospel, but those of higher rank, who cannot come out them- 
selves, often send to ask his wife to visit them for the express pur- 
pose of hearing something about this ^ new reli^on," and always 
listen to her patiently. Ihere is an immense field for female Mis- 
sionaries in this part of the country, but, unfortunately, there is 
scarcely any one to enter upon it. t 

Golak gave a very satisfactory account of Azim, the new convert, 
and said that, although he was but a babe in Christ, he had already 
been of great assistance to him. His wife professes to be a Chris- 
tian, but shows no sign of being a converted person. As (johik 
said, like all the oppressed women of this country, she verifies the 
truth of the Persian proverb, " A cat in the hands of an oppressor 
will use teeth and claws,'' and although her husband o])protuM3s her 
no longer, she has not yet left off her old habit of scolding to excess, 
and using language that would never enter into the imagination of 
a Billingsgate fishwoman. However, she understands the theory 
of the Gospel ; and when her country wometf come to see her and 
ask her why she has left her family and friends, she answers well, 
and says, ^ for the salvation of my soul," so that one may hope that 
she is, at least, convinced if not converted, and that the Spirit of 
God will, in His own good time, emancipate her from the bondage 
of her old nature and old evil habits. The Mission preinlHes at 
Jallandar are situated halfway between the city and a large village. 
Golak preaches in each once a-day, and frequently in the populous 
and numerous surrounding villages. He is now on his way to the 
great mela or fair at Hardw^r, whither Mr. Rudolph is also gone. 

Mr. Janvier has just returned from his tour, and gives a very 
encouraging account of the manner in which he has been every- 
where received, and the opportunities he has had of maintaining 
the truths of the Gospel before divers men of rank and learned 
Mullahs, whom he has, in every case, been enabled to silence, and 
although it was reported that he had been defeated, yet he aaid 
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that it was a great satisfaction to him to know that whatever they 
might say, from 60 to 160 persons had been present in each instance, 
all of whom had heard with their own ears that their most famous 
Molevis had been nonpiossed. 

One of these MoIevis is said to be the greatest and most learned 
man north of Dehli. He aflfects such a deffree of sanctity that he 
never goes out Some time ago a man of high rank came with a 
great retinue to see him, pitched his tents at a little distance, and 
sent word to him of his arrival, stating how far he had come on 
purpose to see him, thinking that the Molevi would surely relax a 
little in favour of a man of his consequence ; but Uie latter sent for 
answer, that since he had come so far, he might as well come a 
little further. But the Naw4b being as proud as the Mullah, struck 
his tents and departed without seeing him. 

This learned personage sent to ask Mr. Janvier to come to him. 
He accordingly went, and found a fine looking man, with a mag- 
nificent bla<3: beard, who was at first too prudent to say much, 
leaving the discussion to his disciples ; he at last came to their rescue, 
and endeavoured to browbeat Mr. Janvier, who checked him by 
observing that it was not the proper way of carrying on a discussion 
of such importance. He then repeated what he had before advanced, 
and at last they were left witnout a reply. He took leave in a 
friendlv manner, and the brother of the Molevi afterwards came to 
visit him. 

He found many reports rife among the natives, that converts were 
bribed by the Missionaries, and supported at their expense, so he 
publicly invited them to send some one to Loodiana to ascertain. 

A man once stopped him in the baz&r at Loodiana, saying he 
was willing to be a Christian, and wishing to know how much he 
would give. Another came to one of the Missionaries, and said, 
they dressed so cleanly and fed so well, that he would like to be a 
Christian ; and a third went to Gk>lak a short time since and asked 
for. Christian instruction. After a few meetings it appeared that he 
was a man of property, who had a suit which he is likely to lose, 
pending before Mr. John Lawrence, the Commissioner, and there- 
fore wished to be *' of the religion of John Lawrence S4hib ;" but 
finding that Golak was a Presbyterian, and had no infiuence, 
spiritual or political, with the Commissioner, he departed. So men 
followed Jesus to feed on the loaves and fishes ; so they ofttimes 
come to his servants from merely mercenary views, and numbers 
of the Europeans you meet in India, having no knowledge or belief 
in the great work of the Spirit, deny the possibility of converting 
the Natives, and think that all the converts have been bribed. I 
do not know how they could account for the conversion of their 
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own barbarous ancestors. Tbey seem to say that the Lord's band 
is '^shortened, that it cannot save.'* I do not understand how any 
one who does not pray for and help Missions (much less any one 
who opposes them), can use the Lord's Prayer, and say daily ^^ Thy 
kingdom come." 

Most Europeans treat the natives more like brutes than men : 
they seem to think a native is made to be abused and beaten, and 
the most vulgar parvenus treat native gentlemen as the dirt beneath 
their feet I will give you two instances of the ungentlemanly and 
unchristian tone of Indian society and opinions in this respect. In 
some notes of a Journey from Agra to Bombay, in 1841, now pub- 
lishing in the " Dehli Gazette," the writer says, ^ I managed to baff 
a few peachicks, though the people do not like them to be shot, and 
at one place we met with some grey partridges, which the Zamin- 
d&rs (landholders) wish to be spared. Ae toe had no occasion for 
their good offices for supplies, but rather required the birds, there 
was little hesitation in oagging all I could." Again, the " Dehli 
Gazette " announces that ^ an unfortunate accident has occurred to 
a young officer, who, of course, is a kind-hearted man and greatly 
beloved in his corps." What do you think this accident is t When 
out shooting, he became enraged with his unfortunate S4ls, and 
gave him a kick on the back, of which the poor man died in a few 
minutes, the spleen having been broken by the kick 1 Men can 
restrain their tempers when a stout hackney coachman or coal 
heaver is abusive, because they are afraid ; they can even keep from 
striking their servants in England, because Uiey would be punished 
by law ; but here, because they know that they are the strongest, 
they are cowardly enough to tyrannize over every one who happens 
to thwart their childish humours. Our turkey-cock is a great 
curiosity in these parts : the Sikh cultivators all come to look at 
him as they pass, and when he gobbles and struts they run away. 

March 22nd. — ^Mr. Newton came to ask me to visit one of Shah 
Zem4n's widows, who is very ill. Mrs. Newton and I accordingly 
drove thither. All that was to be seen of the house outside was a 
high mud wall, like that round a large garden : a door in it led 
into a little court, where a fine cow and calf and a pair 6f very 
handsome oxen (intended, I suppose, to draw the Palkigdrl whicn 
stood outside) were eating. Our guide knocked with his stick at 
a very low door, so tliat a person outside could see nothing of one 
within higher than the elbow : it was soon opened, and we entered 
and found ourselves in a neat little garden full of onions, from whence 
another door led into a, row of very clean neat apartments, in one 
of which the poor old lady was sitting up in oed, wrapped in a 
quilt ; two chauit were placed for us. The Hhahzadeh, her son, and 
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a row of women were all sitting on the floor, watching the incan* 
tations of a strange veiled figure, who turned out to be a native 
''wise woman *' performing charms for the poor old ladj's recovery. 
She has been ill more than two months and had hardly any pulse, 
though she moved wonderfully well. Two elderly unmarried 
daughters were near her : it is strange how immediately I recognized 
them as such without being told, — there is something quite diflfer* 
ent in the look of a married woman and an old maid. 

Shah Zem4n seems, at least in these instances, to have followed 
the same preposterous system as his brother Shah Shujah, by not 
suffering his daughters to raarry^ The old lady must have been 
handsome in her youth, and was very courteous and grieved when 
I stood up to help her. The Shahsadeh was very attentive to her ; 
— a handsome man when sitting, though very short and stout, 
magnificent eyes, eyebrows and beard. Divers of his wives were 
there ; one rather pretty, with a saucy, pert expression, the other 
very gentle and the mother of two very pretty delicate little boys, 
dr^sed in yellow satin, one of whom went to Mrs. Newton at once 
and fell asleep in her arms. I prescribed for the poor old lady, who 
encouraged us by saying that if she got well we must come again 
and she would give a Nach I All the ladies were smoking by turns, 
one chillam being passed round ; they offered it to us, and when 
we declined, one of them, more knowing than the rest, observed, 
** Ah, they smoke cheroots P 

For the rest of the day, I laughed whenever the ima^ which 
had presented itself to the imagination of these good ladies cross- 
ed my mind, of Mrs. Newton and myself wiUi cigars in our 
mouths I They begged us to come again, which we promised to 
do. The Shahzadeh stood up and waved his hand like an Italian 
when we led, but followed us to the door to see us get into the 
buggy. When I told Captain C. of Luke N.'s death, of which dear 
Lizzy has lust sent us a most touching account, he said, with a 
kind of indignation, ^ And do they mourn for him f In the eve- 
ning we went to the Cs', C. riding and 1 in my Palki, and after 
tea they delighted us with most excellent music, especially *' La 
Religieuse," a Nocturne, by Hubert, and ^ La M^lancholie,'' by 
Prume. I never heard a more exquisite violin player than Mr. C. : 
it was most refreshing to both of us to enjoy such a musical treat, 
for this has been a very dry year ; no music, not a picture, no 
prints, no mountains (except a transitory half-hour*8 glimpse of the 
snowy range two or three times), no woods, no new books, no old 
friends ; so that, seeing some good prints, hearing such good music, 
especially from one whom we had known at home, and who spoke 
of my old girlish friends, was quite reviving. In spite of all 
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these wantSy we have been very happy ; but the only objects of 
interest out of ourselves have been human beings, chiefly stran- 
gers ; and that is like living on a meat diet-r-one requires fruits, 
flowers, and salads to refresh one. Did not get home till mid- 
night: such a glorious moonlight night I 

March 28rd. — ^Mrs. Newton and 1 were just going to se^ the 
poor old B^gum when Muhammad Eh4n told us that she was 
dead. She died last night, and was buried to-day about one 
o'clock. He had been to the house to join in certain prayers 
for her soul. On finding, however, that they had sent last night 
after we had ffone out to ask me to come to her, Mrs. N. and I 
agreed it would be better to call and see the family, that they 
might not think us unkind or neglectful. A respectable grey- 
bearded man showed us the way to the women's apartments and 
farden, the other side of the house being occupied by the men. 
Vince Teimur's buggy was standing at the door, he having 
come to pay a visit of condolence. We found the garden full 
of women of all ranks, so that it was a gay rather than a mourn- 
ful scene. Some of Shah Shujah's family were seated on a kind 
of terrace spread with carpets, where they invited us to sit; and 
after talking to them a little, they asked us to go within to see 
the nearer relations. Two of these, daughters of the poor old 
lady, seemed in real grief; it is not etiquette for them to speak, 
but they may be spoken to. One of them seemed as if she liad 
wept until she could weep no more, and she occasionally groaned 
and rocked herself; we sat down by them and expressed our sym- 
pathy,, but the other women showed no signs of feeling. The pretty 
saucy little creature we had seen the day before talked and smiled 
close to them, and almost all the other women begged me to feel 
their pulses, and to prescribe for different aches and pains. One or 
two gently pulled my skirt to make me look round, that they mi^ht 
see the Feringhi lady properly. In order to introduce the subject 
on which we most wished to speak, Mrs. Newton told them that I 
was in mourning for my dear rather, but that I thought of him with 
joy as now with God. 

When we returned to the Begums outside, one of the women re- 
peated to them what Mrs. Newton had said, which gave her the 
opportunity of telling that it was only through Jesus, ^ Isa Masih," 
that we could be saved. They seemed to assent, but then began 
another list of maladies; they were very anxious to know which 
was Mackenzie Sahib's *' Mem," and said they knew all about him. 
There were several women there of great beauty, as fair as Euro- 
peans, with a very noble style of features and winning manners. 
There was also the first really beautiful Kashmiri I have seen, rather 
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dark, but sach eyes, nose, and mouth ! She looked like one of the 
meet beautiful of the Greek Bachante. A female servant came n^ith 
a Persian message to me from the Shahzadah. As I could not under- 
stand her, I bowed and sent many saldms, and she seemed quite 
satisfied. They wanted us to stay to the feast, but this we could 
not do, as Mrs. Newton was anxious to get home. Indeed, the noise 
and crowd were quite fatiguing; it was more like a fair than a 
funeraL They wore colours as usual, but no ornaments. It makes 
one's heart ache to think of the poor old B^gum having passed into 
eternity, and of all these passing away ignorant and heedless of a 
Sayiour. Near relations yisit them for three or ten days, and on the 
first and fortieth day all their acquaintance go, and mere is a feast 
for them and for the poor. 

Saturday, 26th March. — Two of the invalids we had seen on 
Thursday sent for medicine, and one earnestly begged we would come 
to see her. Mrs. Newton and I therefore went, and were conducted 
first to Shahzadah Tusuf 's, where we found cushions on the floor for 
our reception ; a handsome man, whom we concluded to be the 
Shahzadah, and a crowd of women speedily came and sat around 
us. My patient was a young unmamed girl, who suffers dreadfully 
from headaches, and had just had leeches on. I prescribed for her ; 
her fitther, a remarkably fine looking man, with a magnificent beard, 
standing at the door, so we concluded he must be a brother of our 
host, as the women were all unveiled. Some of the women were 
very handsome, particularly one who had stained all the upper. half 
of her forehead a bright yellow : a boy about twelve years old had 
also yellow stripes on his cheeks like whiskers. Our host, after I 
had prescribed, asked if I were married — ^if I had children, and why 
I wore black, and pressed us to eat ; and when we declined, tliey 
asked if we would come to a Kh4na pinner) if they invited us be- 
forehand, which we promised to do. I must not omit to say, that 
in going out we passed through a little passage room where two 
men were sawing wood, and a goat was lying m one comer ; in 
fJEUst, it was her stable. 

Close by the door was a pedestal of mud (of which, by the way, 
all our houses here are built) about a yard square. I had seen an 
arm-chair placed on this as we entered, and wondered what it was 
there for ; but in coming out we found rather a good-looking per- 
sonage, another Shahzadah, perched thereon. He wished me to 
five him some medicine for a lump on his hand, but I promised 
im a note to the Doctor instead. We then went on to Shahzadah 
Suleiman. It was a very poor house, and everything in their dress, 
as well as in the building, betokened the reduced circumstances of 
this grandson of the once mighty Shah Zem4n. He was sitting in 
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a kind of opon shed (such as they put carts into in England) smok- 
iQg his chillaifi, andvWe found his wife was the handsome creature, 
with such noble features, whom we had met at the funeral As we 
could not make all the needful inquiries about her health with the 
Shahzadah sitting by, Mrs. Newton mentioned this to, him, he nod- 
ded his head and then sent away his pipe, thinking, poor simple 
man, that it was that which was in our way, so we were obliged to 
explain that it was His highness's self. After I had given her the 
medicine, her eldest boy, a beautiful child about nine years old, with 
a fine emerald in one ear, took hold of Mrs. Newton's hand, and 
remarked on the difference of colour. They asked us why we 'did 
not make a little spot between the eyebrows as they do. Mrs. New- 
ton retorted, " Why do you do it f " which made them lauffh. We 
declined staying to eat anything, on the plea that our husbands 
would have no breakfast, till wo got home. They then offered to 
send us some, and inquired if we would eat out of their hands. 
We assured tliem that we would with pleasure another time. I 
have inquired about the yellow colour on the forehead and cheeks, 
and find it is used medicinally ; they pound a certain wood called 
sirk, and spread it on the head for pain in the head, on the cheeks 
for pain in the throat 

April 14th, 1848. — Since I vrrote last, the weather has become 
so suddenly hot, and so much earlier than usual, that we have been 
using Phankas for the last ten days, and some have even begun 
tatties ; Uie thermometer is from 82^ to 85^ in the house, with all 
the doors shut. The regiment received all arrears of pay in the 
beginning of this month. We find the Newtons great acquisitions ; 
I really love Mrs. Newton. We have been once or twice to see the 
Shahzadah Suleiman's Be^ms, if they can be called so when 
reduced to such poverty. We met an old woman there vrith her 
grey hair dyed red : she said it was good for her eyes, which are 
weak, but it had a very odd effect You can have no idea of the 
way in which they speak of all subjects and all kinds of illness 
before every one, great boys of ten and twelve years old included. 

Mrs. Newton also took me to call on Madame ■ , wife of General 

y who was in the Sikh service : she is a very handsome Arme- 
nian, not darker, or so dark as many Italians, with a fresh, bright 
colour and very pleasing manners, though she is becoming ramer 
embonpoint. Her mower is a very fine old lady, who calls Mrs. 
Newton her daughter. The house bad a curious mixture of Euro- 
pean and native furniture, which gave it very much the appearance 
of a lumber-room ; — it had a mattrass close to the wall for sitting 
on, two or three chairs, a picture of the Begum Sumru, two or 
three French prints, and two or three* clocks, none of them going. 
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Madame ^ and a sister's child of bera, a evtl about nineteen, 

and tbe infant of anotber sister, were all in ue native costume ; 
tbey are nominal Romanists, but none of tbem can read. 

Tbe Nizam-u-DouIab bas been bere witb bis eldest son, a very 
fine young man, wbo bas lately escaped from Eand&bar. Eoban 
Dil Kb4n, a B4rakzai, and one of the Amirs of Kand&bar, caught 
this young man, put chains on his hands and feet, and a heavy iron 
collar on bis neck, — most shameful treatment for a man whose 
nobility is a match for almost any in Europe. Not satisfied with 
this, he ordered him to be hanged ; but no sooner did Eoban DiPs* 
Pir, or saint, boar of this monstroufl order, than he came into the 
town, and said, ** Do you want to bring a curse on your house by 
slaying Abbas Eb4n f Give him to me I not a hair of bis head 
shall be touched !^ He accordingly took him away, and finding 
his life still in danger, sent him across the bills with a guide. They 
rode, and they ran, so that they nearly killed their horses, and 
barely escaped from their pursuers. Abbas Eh4n is a very hand- 
some and most gentlemanly man ; his hands and clothes as deli- 
cately clean as those of an English gentleman. Our ov^land 
letters arrived : of course tbey said nothing of the French revo- 
lution, but we bad been startled with tbe announcement of it in 
the '* Dehli Express,** and we have been thinking of hardly any- 
thing else. 

It was some days before we knew that tiiere was really a republic 
in France ; and now that (20th April) we have possession of pretty 
nearly a complete outline of this revolt, it appears one of the most 
causeless, senseless ebullitions of a popular whimsie I ever beard 
of. If Louis Philippe had been able, which perhaps be was not,> 
to ffo forth alonff the Boulevards as he did more than once in the 
early years of bis reign, allaying the storm by his fearlessness, this 
might not have happened. The whole thing is a bloody freak, a 
portentous whim : the mob has effected a revolution, and seems 
likely for awhile to retain its ill-omened supremacy. The affecta- 
tion, the self-glorification, the verbiage of tbe speechings and act- 
ings are marvellous ; it is one incessant cock crow. Two tbinffs 
have struck me much : the evident marks of divine retribution in 
the downfall of the poor old Eing; Tahiti, Queen Isabella, and 
Abdul E4der, are all amply avenged ; tbe other is how little sta- 
bility policy can ^ve to a throne. Louis Philippe courted the 
Popish clergy, — they have renounced him en masse ; he flattered 
the army — the army deserted him ; not one of the savans or artists 
whom be so liberally patronized — hardly a creature in the whole 
country seems to have had tbe least personal attachment to him or 
^ ^* family. Never was any sovereign so entirely forsaken. ^^* '* 
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a belplesB set of sons be appears to have ! I set so indignaiit with 
the French that it makes me ill to think of mem. 

I had slight fever on Sunday, 16th, and have not been quite 
well since until to-day ; this is the first time 1 have been feverish 
since I came to India. Surely I have great cause of thankfulness 
in such good health. Gk>lak Nath dined with us last evening 
(April 19th) ; he has just returned from the great fair at Hurdwar. 
Mr. Rudolph was so overcome by the extreme heat, which was 
upwards of 100^- in the tent, that he became very ill, and was 
obliged to return some days ago. Golak says that hundreds came 
to receive books, and each of the missionaries (there are only 
about four or five present this year) continues in his tent, preach- 
ing and speaking to the people the whole day while the (air lasts. 
Imagine the toil in such a dimate. Hurdwar is not far from the 
hills, and the nights are so cold that they are glad to use a quilt. 
He says that the chief difference he remarks in the behaviour of 
the natives is, that they are perhaps more willing to hear than they 
used to be, and at any rate more willing to dispute and discuss the 
subje<it of religion. They now know the object of the missiona- 
ries, and have a general idea of what Christianity is. Golak over- 
heard one warning another against going to the missionaries, say- 
ing, ^^You will hear nothing but things against Muhammad." 
'Golak gave me a curious ancient silver coin, which I mean to send' 
to the Free Church Museum. The Brahman from whom he got 
it said it was coined in the days of the g^reat liam (one of their 
idols), and that he himself worshipped it. Golak I^ath offered 
him eight annas (one shilling) for it, and after a little reflection he 
consented, as too many nominal Christians would do, to sell his 
god for a piece of money. 

April 24th, 1848. — ^I was walking on the roof of the house this 
morning about five o*clock, and could not help wishing to convey 
to you an idea of the various scenes going on below. On one side 
Baedullah and one of the grasscutters were toiling away with 
fowrahs, a kind of spade-pickaxe, making water-courses to each of 
our newly-planted trees, with Bow lying at full length on a heap 
of earth watching them, while Nel was gravely walking up and 
down the water-courses, making himself as muddy and cool as he 
could. 

A little further on was the well, with two magnificent bullocks 
running up and down an inclined plane, and drawing up huge 
skins of water at each descent. There are a few trees round the 
well, and near it is a little tent for the use of the guard, close to 
which three camels are tethered. Then comes the little compound 
or yard which contains the bamboo hen-house, and 1 watched the 
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sweeper opening the doors and letting out the various inhabitants. 
The fowls were all peaceably eating their breakfast when the swift- 
footed and pugnacious guinea fowls were let loose among theni, 
and created the utmost confusion, chasing one, pecking another, 
and making even the fat ducks waddle off as fast as was possible. 
There was the turkey-cock parading up and down in full-blown 
pride-— the wild and tame geese walking about snufiSng the air, 
and the ducks running in a body to paddle in the water that was 
flowing from the bath-rooms. On the other side were the orderlies 
peeping over the wall to look at the farm-yard — the sheep, includ- 
ing two pet Dumbi rams, eating their food — the baker and the 
servants passing to and fro from the kitchen. On Mondays there 
is the addition of a most picturesque group of from sixty to 
seventy beggars waiting for their dole. In front of the house were 
men called Ghirdmis, making tatties, and the Bhisti, with his goat- 
skin full, coming to water the plants or supply the bath-rooms. 
One of the Shutr Sawdrs (camel riders) was just starting with his 
camel on some errand of his own, and soon after Mr. Janvier's 
buffgy appeared to take him to the city. 

I was touched the other day bv the poverty of an old Afgh&n 
retainer of Shah Sliujah's, whom Dr. M'Orae lias lately couched at 
my husband's request, with partial success. He is so much 
reduced f having lost everjrthing) that he said, ''I live upon fasting, 
and the aay when a little Dll (dried pease) is cooked in my house 
is a feast." He said it quite simply, withdut making any parade, 
and accepted C.'s gift with quiet thankfulness. I remarked the 
reverence and tenderness with which his son supported him — and 
Abdulrahm&n Eh4n tells us that this son has refused all offers of 
service in order to take care of his old father. Indeed filial affec- 
tion is a very pleasing trait in the A%hans generally. Muhammad 
Ehdn has left us for Peshawur. He thanked us both so nicely 
before he went, and said that if he had offended in anything he 
hoped to be forgiven. I took a sketch of him, and we were really 
grieved to part with him. We gave him a Pushtu Bible, as he 
can read a httle. 

I had a bad headache, and was sleeping late, when Shahzadah 
Sulcimdn's (the poor prince) wife and her red-haired old com- 
panion came with one of her children. As the Ayah refused to 
wake me, they asked which was my room, that they might wake 
me themselves; but as the little Ayah valiantly defended the door, 
they sat down in the outer room where breakfast was laid. Our 
headman would not leave the room for an instant, watching over 
the silver as vigilantly as the Ayah guarded my sleep. They asked 
*»if all that was silver!" Saiad Kh4n said, "Of course it is." 

13 
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*' Ob,** replied ihey, ^ it cannot be' all BilYer,** and wben be indig- 
nantlj reiterated the assurance tbat it was, they concluded that 
^ihe Mem Sahib must be very rich." 

Sudial Sing, the Subadar who was formerly Havildar Major, 
brought me a branch of one of the most beautiful trees I ever saw, 
called the kesti, thickly covered with gorgeous scarlet blossoms. 
It is a papilionaceous flower, like an enormous sweet pea. He 
says that in his country, Rajput&na, there are forests forty and 
fifty kos long of these trees. I am told that they require hardly 
any water, so that they would just suit this soiL 
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April 26th, 1848. — We receired a note. from Mrs. W. this 
momine telling us that our poor friend Mr. Anderton had been 
attacked at Mult&n, whither he had accompanied Mr. Vans Aghew 
as Political Aissistant, and both wounded. One account says Mr. 
Agnew is dead. After this we heard reports that both were killed, 
and a large force under Brigadier Campbell was ordered to Mult4n. 

April 28th. — ^Heard that poor Mr. Anderson was certainly killed, 
the British force countermanded, and a force of 7000 Sikhs is sent 
to Mult4n, where it will probably join, the rebels. 

Saturday evening Captain Cuifingham came to wish us good-by, 
as his regiment received orders this morning to move to Firozpur. 
On Sunday evening, however, it waa countermanded, and they say 
the campaign is deferred till October, as it will require a very large 
force to quell this insurrection, as the whole province is up in arms. 
The Dew4n has declared himself independent, ' and people are 
flocking to his standard from every side. • > 

The accounts we hear of this dreadful ' murder are so various 
that I shall wait till Mr. Cocks comes in from Lahore, when I hope 
to ffot the true one. We can hardly believe that that gentlemanly, 
high-spirited young man, has met such a fearful deaths It was 
but the 21st of last month that I wrote to him in answer to a let- 
ter full of hope, written on first coming up to' this part of the 
country, and in which he recalled all the little details of what he 
styled " the delightful, to me, Dresdenische sojourn." Mr. Cocks 
mentions that the last conversation he had with him was about us. 
We rejoiced to hear of his appointment. He left' Lahore about 
the 4th of April, and must have met his death almost immediately 
on arriving. Mr. Cocks mentions both, as so very different from 
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the usual run of young men, both having strong religious feelings. 
We can only hope that the vivid interest in the things which per- 
tain to salvation, which we know that our poor friend felt, may 
have ripened into entire trust in Christ, and then there is nothing 
to regret in his quick and painfiil passage to eternity. 

It seems that many of their guard have come into Lahore, and 
their depositions are being taken. 

This has almost put the French revolution and its impending 
consequences out of our thoughts, and it is with inexpressible pain 
we thmk of poor *^ Willie*' Anderson's flaxen hair, that used to 
wave to and fro when he amused the children by playing at 
^^cock," floating on the point of a spear; for they are said to have 
cut off their h^s and paraded them about May God comfort 
the families of both ! 

May 8rd. — General Gilbert, who was here the other day, told 
0. divers anecdotes of the wars in Lord Lake's time, in which he 
served. A little before this period there was no higher rank in 
India than Captain. As soon as a man got his Captaincy he was 
appointed to a regiment, and drew the allowances for 1000, though 
he never had above 200 men. This was the general practice and 
universally k^own. But when the regiment was wauled for ser- 
vice, its Commandant immediately raised and armed the full com- 
plement, and did hb work well. 

There was a noted English adventurer of the name of George 
Thomas, who had formerly been* a ship's steward, lie found his 
way up to this part of the country at a time when the British fron- 
tier did not even reach Dehli, gathered a band of followers, and 
became a petty prince. The Muirattas wished to get his fort, but 
he beat them off. They then sent an army against him under the 
French adventurer Perron. George Thomas had collected an 
army, made brass guns, and fortified his stronghold, but he had no 
means of casting iron guns. He was a very clever man, and with 
sailor-like ingenuity, took a number of fine steel bars, bound them 
together with rope, and then cast a brass gun over them, thus 
forming a train of artillery, as light as field pieces, and as strong 
as siege guns. 

It is wonderful that no one has ever adopted his idea and lined 
brass guns with iron. 

In spite, however, of his skill and bravery, the regular disciplined 
forces under Perron were too strong for him. They effected a 
breach in bis outer wall, and Colonel Skinner (the famous half- 
caste cavalry officer, who told General Gilbert the anecdote, and 
who was then serving under Perron) was one of the first to mount 
the breach. On the summit he met an old schoolfellow, who fired 
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both barrels of bis gun at bim and missed bim ; Colonel Skinner 
returned the friendly greeting by a thrust with his spear, which 
the other avoided by ducking his head. ^ There he sits, Colonel 
Gilbert 1 " cried the narrator, "let him deny it if he can ; I carried 
off his cap on the point of my spear.'' The storming party pressed 
on till they reached the gate of the inner fort, when out came a 
European with his shirt-sleeves tucked up (and probably with 
''Mary" and an anchor tattoed on his arms), a shield on one arm, 
and brandishing his sword with so daring and ferocious an aspect 
that, said Colonel Skinner, *^ I can look most men in the face, but 
I could not stand the glance of that man's eye. My column 
turned and ran pell-mell, and I ran after them." However, the 
post was taken, and George Thomas obliged to surrender. 

Perron and his officers asked him to dinnj^r, after which some 
one proposed a toast, ''Success to General Perron!" 

Up rose the dauntless Birsaker of a prisoner, and cried, " I won't 
drink that toast, and what is more, I look on it as a personal insult 
to myself, and 1 will fight any five Frenchmen present" 

But no one desired to encounter such an antagonist, so they — 

"Spake him fair, 
And straik him canny, wi' th« hair." - 

The weather has been very pleasant lately, much cooler. Lahore 
must be cooler than this, for they have had the thermometer at 
78® in the day without tatties, while with us it has never been 
lower than 82®. 

Friday, May 6th. — As far as we can gather, the true account of 
our poor friend Lieutenant Anderson's death seems to be as follows* 
He accompanied Mr. Agnew as his assistant to Mult&n, where they 
were to instal a new Sikh Governor in the place of the Dewan 
Mulr&j. Prior to doing this, Mr. Agnew demanded a statement of 
accounts from the Dewan, which Uie latter refused to give, and 
wished bis successor to be installed at once. While Mr. John Law- 
rence was in temporary charge of the Pani4b, before Sir Frederick 
Currie arrived, it is said that the Sikh Minister, Din4n4th, advised 
him to make Mulr4j come in and ^ve in his accounts at Lahore. 
The present Dew4n (Governor) of Mult4n is son of the former one, 
the office having become almost hereditary during the confusion 
which has existed in the Panj4b ; just as the Dukes and Counts 
of the Carlo vingian Empire transformed their life tenures into heri- 
table ones. Mr. Agnew went to the Fort, which contained some 
thousand soldiers, leaving matters in this unsettled state with Mulr&j, 
and very imprudently told the soldiers that such as were fit would 
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be entertained and the rest discharged. This, of course, was yery 
unsatisfactory news to them, several of whom assailed him and 
Mr. Anderson as they were leaving the Fort ; The horse of the 
latter shied into a ditch, and it was while extricating, himself that 
he received several wounds. He and Mr. Agnew managed, how- 
ever, to reach their camp, and when, a few hours after, they saw 
a large body coming to attack them, they took refuge, with their 
escort of 200 men, in a small Idgah, where they defended them- 
selves until their men, either bribed or intimidated, surrendered* 
The enemy made a rush, and both fell almost . at the first fire. 
Lieutenant Anderson was too much disabled to resist, but Mr 
Agnew fired both barrels of his gun and killed one man. Their 
heads "were cut oflf and paraded about on poles, and their bodies 
exposed to a thousand indignities.. The new Governor, Eh4n Sing, 
and two native artillerymen, stood by them to the last, and the 
former is now. a prisoner. It is now said there is to be no campaign 
till ithei cold weather ; this, of course, will eive time for Mulrdj still 
further to strengthen himkel^ and will teadi all who are inclined to 
rebels that they >n)ay do so with impunity in the hot season. Major 
Campbell, the raymaster at Lahore, writes that ^ Colonel Lawrence 
and Sir John Littler. are sadly wanted." The Brigadier Colonel 
Campbell is the only person who sees the necessity for immediate 
action. All that Sir Frederick Currie has done is to issue a pro- 
claniation dcbiring^ no one to pay tribute to Mulr&j, while the rebel 
chief himself is taking most active measures, and has called on all 
the Afgh&u tribes near to come to his aid, offering ten rupees for 
every man on foot, and thirty for every horseman. Ranjit Sing 
lost '2,000 men in taking the tori of Mult&n. From the time Sir 
F. Currie was first nam^ as Colonel Lawrence's temporary succes- 
sor^' every one has wondered at the appointment, for no one ever 
considered him as any thinir more than a gentlemanly, well-informed 
man. He was Secretaiy to Govemment under Lora Hardinge, and 
would, no doubt, have been a good member of Council, but Lord 
Hardinge I am told over-estimated Sir F. Currie on account of his 
knowledge of civil administration, as men often do those who possess 
knowledge of which they themselves are entirely igpiorant That 
fi^lant'Old ofiScer, Sir John Littler, was, there&re, sent down to 
Calcutta as member of Council, and Sir Frederick Currie brought 
up to the Panjdb to occupy a post fax more suited to a military 
man. ' . 

C. went last evening to see General Ventura, who is not well| 
and, therefore, excused himself from calling on me. The large 
fortune which he had amassed in the Sikh service has been lost m 
a French. bank, and he is in great difficulties about his J6gh!r or 
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grant of land in this neighbourhood. It Beems the; Goyemment 
are behaving ill about it It ia a very valuable fie^ and was ^veu 
by Ranjit Sing to the General and his heirs for ever, in aoknowled^- 
ment of his ffreat services, and in lieu of the increase of pay to whidi 
he would otherwise have become entitled. In order to secure this 
property during the disturbances stibseauent to Ranjit Sing's death,; 
General Venture placed it under Britisn protection, and the British 
Agent kindly collected the revenues and kept them in the Treasury 
at the GeneraPs disposal. Sir Frederick Currie, however, without 
any cause or pretext, chose to resume the fie^ saying it had not 
been ffiven for ever ; whereas, the terms of the grant showed it had^ 
and we Government finished by offering the General a sum far 
below its real value, or else the lease of it for three lives. A Jaghir 
partakes more of the nature of a fief^ than a mere estate. The pro^ 
prietor collects, and is answerable for the taxes, and is, in fact, lord, 
of the land : but under any form of tenure the jrlarinff injustice of * 
such an unprovoked resumption is manifest Ae Home Govern* 
ment having (it is to be supposed in ignorance of the merits of the. 
case) sanctioned Sir Frederick Currie's unjust deed, the Governor^ 
General could only forward General Ventura's memorial, which he 
did in 1849, but up to the latest accounts the General had not 
obtained justice. In these cases the responsibility is too often 
shuttlecocked to and fro between the Court of Directors and the 
Government of India, and between them justice falls to the ground. 
Not content with confiscating his ^j^hir, the authorities (Ibelieve; 
during the absence of Sir BL Lawrence) thought General Veny 
tura's handsome house, and garden at Lahore very suitable for a. 
Residency-^so they took it 1 and when the General, naturally enough, 
requested that as they had taken his house, they would at least pay 
for it, this was refused on pleas. worthy of the meanest attorney in 
Chancery-lane. , He said he thought they should have acted differ-, 
ently towards ^ un vieux militaire,'' but he found that Major Macke-. 
son had told him truly when he said, ** Ghsneral, in this countir aa 
individual has no rights." He had received a letter from a Sikh 
Sird&r, who was so agreeable and friendly that when any EWlish- 
man went into the Fanj&b in Lord Auckland's time, they always 
requested that he might be appointed their Mehm4nd&r or Host 
He tlius had constant opportunities of conferring obligations ou 
British officers, from the Commander-in-Chief downwards ; all of 
them were lavish in their expressions of gratitude till the Sikh war 
broke out, and the British took possession of the protected States 
on this side of the Satlej, and proclaimed that all proprietors who 
did not join them, should have their property confiscated. Among 
others, this Sirdir had a^ house in Loodiana, but the chief part of 
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his property being across the Satlej, of course he did not come in, 
and yet, since the peace, in spite of all the professions of friendship 
he received, and in spite of tlie unreasonableness of expecting him 
to turn traitor to his own Government, he has never been able to 

fet back his house. He said to General Ventura that ** he hoped 
e would not find the English what they had been to himself, full 
of protestations of friend^ip when they could get anything from 
you, and as soon as you can be of no nirther use they throw you 
overboard.*' 

A very enterprising merchant here, Nabi Baksh by name, set up 
a soda-water machine and makes excellent soda-water. Some time 
since Nabi Baksh called upon different ofiScers here (beginning 
wiUi the senior surgeon, a man of weight and character) and asked 
them to come and dine at his hotel, and then draw up a certificate 
or testimonial of his zeal in introducing various improvements and 
making divers efforts to supply the wants of the European com- 
munity. They all accepted the invitation, and Nabi Baksh made 
a grand feast, had excellent wines, and everything as good as pos- 
sible to do honour to the guests, expending about 200 rupees on 
the occasion. When the day arrived, he went there himself to see 
that everything was properly arranged, and sent twice to tell his 
guests that the dinner was ready. Not one of them came 1 It is 
wis insolence which makes Englishmen hated. 

The other day a Hindu Naiff came here, weeping bitterly as he 
leant against the corner of the nouse, and said that 800 rupees had 
been stolen from him. 0. spoke sharply to him for crying, but 
caused diligent inquiry to be made, when there appeared every 
reason to believe that he had never lost any monev, but had made 
the complaint merely to injure another man. This will give vou 
some idea of their artfulness. I do not think that an Englishman 
could, by any possibility, cry over an ima^nary loss. One is 
obliged to be very summary in one's household government The 
shepherd and cowman lately stole eight of our fat sheep. We 
kept them till the end of the month, and then dismissed the prin- 
cipal without wages and ^ cut the pay," as it is technically termed, 
of the subordinate rogue, although tney then endeavoured to per- 
suade me that he had had no share in it ; but as he has not uttered 
the smallest remonstrance, I conclude he feels he is leniently treated 
in bein^ allowed to stay. Some people carry this system to a 
shameful extent, and will cut their servant's pay for every trifling 
fault, such as packing a box ill, or washing a collar badly. If 
they destroy anything by gross carelessness I think it would be 
fair, but I have had no trouble with our servants in this respect 
May 6th. — An old Scotch dairywoman came here yesterday 
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morninff to enlighten Mrs. 0. and me on the nurture of chickens, 
geese, £c She mixed up broad Scotch and Hindustani in a most 
curious fashion. Mrs. C. was constantly at a loss to know what 
she meant by the one, and I by the other. For instance, she 
talked of the ** wee chot6 anes," and told us to '^ gie them a nieve 
fu' before they ftet their p&ni," they were to have a '' spune fu' of 
ghiun.** Mrs. 0. could not guess what ^ spune fu' ** and ** nieve 
fu'" were, and I was puzzled with ^ghiun^ (wheat) and '^bdjrd" 
(another grain). 

My poor Munshi has been in great affliction, his sister's son, a 
clever young man of seventeen, having been drowned while going 
to a wedding. The poor man came yesterday for the first time 
since, and could hardly keep the tears out of his eyes. He is quite 
thin and weak from crief^ and said that although he had lost many 
relations, wife and children among them, nothing had ever afflicted 
him like this. The boat, which was full of people, struck on a 
sand-bank, and he was drowned in trying to swun to land. All 
the rest were saved, but one woman, a Mussalmdni, wife of a gar- 
dener, deliberately threw her own child into the water, where, of 
course, it was drowned. When they were all rescued, she began 
to be sorry for what she had done and wept bitterly. Can you 
believe such a thing t 

May 11th. — -We have just received a note from Lahore, which 
accounts for the march of the troop of Horse Artillery and of the 
7th Native Infantry, which have just left this for Amritsir. The 
writer, a staff officer, says : — ** The night before last some twenty 
conspirators were seized in the city ; their meetings had been 
known for four or five days. The principal person concerned, Eh&n 
Sing (a Sikh commandant), has been all over the district, tamper- 
ing with our Sep4his and Saw4rs, and as his papers were seized 
with him, we may have some curious revelations. They most cer- 
tainly seem to have had some of our soldiers in their clutches. 
When Cocks, Lumsden, dsc., went to seize Kh&n Sing, they found 
all the chaps collected there. It was about one or two in the 
morning, and they were all lyinff about, having just finished their 
consultation. The plan was to have the northern gates opened to 
them by our Sepdhis, whilst the southern ones towards Anarkalli 
(the cantonment) were to be kept shut, so that no support could 
reach us. The villages on the other side of the Ravi are, or were, 
full of troops ready to rush in and try to murder all the Europeans. 
Had the force marched for Mult&n, they might have tried their 
hand before other troops arrived, and, perhaps the Sikhs, who had 

gone ahead, might have doubled and returned to Lahore 

I believe that one of our soldiers first gave intimation of what was 
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going on, and h^ was told to carry OQ^tlie intri^e. When he a 
second time attended the meeting, he was surprised to find other 
8ep4his there. The Dragoons come in to-morrow. We have 
picquets, d^, out on the Firozepur road, and sentries have in many 
places been doubled. I hope a good example will be made, for the 
rascals only laugh at our leniency. The bad will and hatred 
towards us is universal ; so the sooner we show them that we are 
not to be trifled with, the better. We are all anxious about Pesh- 
awur. The K4ni is supposed to be at the bottom of the whole 
affair. My therm, in the Tai Eh4na* does not rise beyond 76^; 
my upper rooms are upwards of 05^. There is some fear of a dis- 
turbance at Amritsir. It is a pity that our battering train is not 
nearer than Firozepur.^ However, we have a few good guns here." 
• May 18th. — Major Wheeler, of the 7th Irregular Cavalry, gave 
information of this conspiracy some time ago to Sir F. Currie, and 
was laughed at for his pains ; and the plot was the common jest 
of th^ Cantonments. When at last the Resident was convinced 
of it, and the conspirators seized, it was done in so bungling a 
manner that many of them escaped. In fact, Sir F. Currie is 
wholly unaccustomed to deal with men like the Sikhs; and most 
of his assistants are a set of young, inexperienced civilians, many 
of them of two to four years standing I Two of the conspirators 
have been hanged ; one, I believe, was the Munshi of the R&ni, 
and the other a Sikh Colonel of Artillery. Another of them was 
brought ouj>arade to point out those Sep&his who had joined in 
the plot One was seized, and immediately five others left the 
ranks and fled. The Doctor knocked down one of them, and three 
others were also secured, but one escaped. The Colonel of Artil- 
lery was an Agent of Mulr&j, who was said to be marching on 
Lahore; but, perhaps, now that the plot is discovered, he will 
change his mmd. Nevertheless, some of his cavalry have been 
seen on the oppo&ite side of the Ravi, close to Lahore. 

That abominable Rani (the Mario Christine of the Panj&b) is 
now at Firozepur, en route to Bendros, which is a satisfuctioii. All 
kinds of reports are rife. This much is certain, that we want to 
get possession of Govindghar, the fort of Amritsir, and do not 
dare to ask for it, because we have no means of taking it if it 
should not be given. A little fort, one march beyond the large 
cantonment at Jallandar, has rebelled, closed its gates, and refused 
supplies to our troops I Fancy doing this under our very noses I 
Nd one knows how far our troops have been tampered witii. . We 
heard yesterday from Major Lawrence, from Peshawur : he says he 

* Underground room. 
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has too fean of an inyaaion from the west, or of a risiog among 
the Muhammadan popuUtion, but is of course anxious as to the 
fidelity of the 8ikh troops. Sir iF. Currie has done one good thing 
in ordering levies of Patans (men of Afgh&n descent) both at 
Bannu and Peshdwar^ for the protection of the political officers. 
Major Lawrence says that 8irF. Currie has urged him to send Mrs. 
Lawrence to Lahore, but adds : — ^ She is in no condition to travel ; 
besides which, it would show that we distrust the troops, which 
would never do : we are in the hands of an all-wise and merciful 
Saviour, and place our trust in Him. You know of old I never 
despaired in the darkest hour, and trust I never shall. Edwardes 
has raised 3000 Patans to protect himself The is one of the political 
Assistants at Bannu) ; and I have receivea orders to raise a regi- 
ment of 600.** He mentions as another mistake of Sir F. Curries, 
his sending Rajah Shere Sing to protect the Sikh border. Major 
L. considers him quite untrustworthy, and that he may probably 
go over, to Mulraj. [This chiers subsequent defection admits of 
much palliation. Neither he nor any other Sikh looked upon 
fighting against us otherwise than as an act of patriotism and 
loyalty to the memory of Ranjit Sing. It required less than a 
fathers influence to prevail on a warlike chief to resist a hated for- 
eign enemy, especial! v when that father had been driven to take 
up arms, as he himself asserted, and as there is every ground for 
believing to be the case, by the insulting conduct, avowed 8uspi« 
cions, and want of tact of the British Agent, Captain A. If we 
consider that Chattar Sing and his son did no more than our own 
Bruce or Owen Glendower, and many other patriots, we shall look 
upon their afler-treatment as harsh.] He thinks as most people do, 
that the attack on Mr. Agnew and Mr. Anderson was unpremedi- 
tJited. He aflds : ^ I have gone to every possible length in urging 
on the Resident to send our troops from Lahore and Ferozepur sharp ; 
but no, he is afraid to expose them to the heat 1 If he has not cause 
to repent his supineness to the last day of his life, I am greatly 
mistaken. Mulr4j is, of course, strengthening himself^ and I fear, win- 
ning over the Eb&lsa troops in and about Sunnu : this may spread 
to ours (those atPeshawur,) and then we shall be in a nice fix. 

'* My brother John has strongly urged an immediate campaign, 
surely our K&bul disasters ought to 1^ a warning to us : what did 
we not lose by inactivity and mental imbecility 1 I pity and grieve 
for Sir F. Currie, but really I cannot understand him ; think you 
either of my brothers would have thus acted f In Lord Lake's 
time did we ever shrink from employing- our troops in the hot 
winds, and what may not be the effects of its getting abroad that 
the English army cannot leave their cantonments, its Fhankahs and 
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Tattis, except in the cold weather I'' This is exactly what I said to 
you in my last ; every one who wishes to turn Y&ghi (rebellious) 
may now reckon on impunity during the hot weather, t. e. half the 
year even in these parts. 

' For several days there has been a report that Major Ferris, who 
commanded the Second or Hill regiment of the Frontier Brigade, 
has been murdered, and that his regiment has taken Kangra, where 
it was stationed. As this has not been confirmed, we hope it may. 
not be true ; but Major Ferris found the regiment much demoral- 
ized. Still the centre companies were formed of Broadfoot's Sap- 
pers, so that if they turned faithless, the character of the soldier 
must depend even more entirely on that of his leader than I thought 
it did. They say, too, that Captain Hodgson's, the first regiment 
of the same brigade at Hosheyapore, has deserted to a man 1 But 
all this wants confirmation. [It proved entirely false. This very 
regiment afterwards behaved with such gallantry and fidelity when 
fighting against their own people and even their Guru, that Mr. 
John Lawrence declared that he would rather have them than any 
two of the Line.] C. regrets much that he has been prevented 
iiom carrying out his own plan of having a due proportion of 
Afgh&ns, whose fidelity has been already tried in his regiment 
He has about eighty, but that is not enough. However his men 
seem anxious to be sent on service, and he thinks that would be 
the best way to ensure their fidelity.* 

* Our raiment is compoe«d as follows : 
^Bfwr(n}ean OJicera: — Commandant; Second in Command; Adjutant; a 

Serjeant-Major, and Quartermaster Serjeant 
Bikha ;— 8 Sub&d&rs; 8 Jemdddrs; 18 HavUdiirs; 22 Naiks; 8 Buglers; 411 

Sepahfs.— Total 466. 
MtuscUmant /rem between thejamma and Jdum. {the Sikh States) : — 6 HaviU 

dars; 7 Naiks; 8 Buglers; 68 Sepahfs.— Total 88. 
Jdueealmane from East of the Jamma (Hindustan) : — 8 Subiddrs; 8 Jem4- 

d&rs; 9 Havild&rs; 9 Naiks; 10 Buglers; 61 Sepahfs.— Total 84. 
Hinduefrom East of the Jamma : — i Sub&d&rs ; 2 Jemidirs ; 24 Havilddrs ; 

14 Naiks; 162 Sepahis.— Total 196. 
Afgftdna: — 1 SubddAr; 1 Jemdddr; 9 llavild&rs; 1 Naiks; 2 Buglers; 60 

Sepahfs.— Total 80. 
Ohiirkas:—! Jemdd&r; 1 Naik; 1 Bugler; 1 Sepaht— Total 4. 

The Commandant has 896 rupees a-month, out of which he pays a writer 
60, and forge 80 rupees a month. The Second in Command nas 600 ; the 
Adjutant 427, out of which he has to keep the tents in repair. Sub&d&rs 
have 60; Jemad&rs 24; Havildirs 14; Naiks 12; and Sepihls 7. 

The fiill complement is 800 rank and file and 20 Buglers, which was 
soon after filled up. There are besides the Hospital and Baa^r Establish- 
ments and Khalasis, cooks, Bhistis^ Ac Every regiment is divided into 
ten companies^ each of which has its own Sub&d&r and Jem&d&r, who are 
commissioned officers. An Assistant Surgeon is ffenerally attached to each 
eorps^ so that the regiment, complete^ musters auout 1040 men. 
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I will copy part of a letter just received by a friend of ours from 
Dr. B., at Lainore. He says : ** The fact is, the whole country is up, 
and prepared to attack us, only waiting an opportunity. The at- 
tack on the city was to have been on the 13th instant, at Anar- 
kali (the name of the cantonment) where the officers' lines form 
the west and south-west face, and are quite unprotected ; ten men 
were told oflf to each house to massacre the officers at midnight 
on the 13th. Many of our Sepahis are suspected of being con- 
cerned in this plot ; a few have been seized, a few have deserted, 
fearing being confronted with the Sikh who has been reprieved on 
his giving evidence. Many think that the Darb&r (the Court) have 
been quite aware of all tms plot (how could they be otherwise ?) 
which it appears has been hatching since the beginning of March, 
and mi^ht have been discovered before, had our Foliticals ffiven a 
prudential ear to warnings. But their custom, their stupid cus- 
tom, is to affect to treat all such reports with contempt, and then, 
when they find they are in for it, uiey stare and say, who could 
have thought it t More barracks are building in the city for two 
more Infantry regiments, guns at each gateway are pointed ready, 
and ffrape-shot at hand. The Commissariat officer has brought m 
all his camels out at graze ; he lost two, and the man who was sent 
to look for them was ^ven to understand that he had better make 
off, or he would get his throat cut and his own camel taken. Re- 
port goes that die banks of the Ravi are crowded with armed men. 
We are more on the alert now, I am glad too see but there is no 
doubt we shall have a bloody war before lonff." 

It is a most astonishing thing that English politicals always 
despise information unless it come through some regular formal 
channel ; at least, those who are wiser form the exception. When 

S husband informed Sir William MacNaghten that Muhammad 
b4r had arrived at Bami4n, a fact which he had been told in 
confidence by a Kabul merchant who had just come from thence, 
Sir William, though at first struck with it, speedily came to the 
conclusion that **if it were true he must have heard of it" A 
faqir also warned him with still less effect John Conolly told him 
that the city was ripe for insurrection. All this was about a fort- 
night before it broke out I was amused at an instance of 
A^h&n craft the other day. An Afffh4n Sepahi came to my hus- 
band and asked for his discharge. C. refused it, saying '^He could 
not permit men to enlist one day and leave the next; but that 
next year a certain number would be allowed furlough, and he 
could then go to see his family." The next day the poor man was 
raving mad. C. suspected a trick, but the native officers and 
•Havildar Major were convinced it was real. C. sent him to the 



802 . CUBB FOB HAPKIBSS.: 

V 

guard-bouBe-— he was muttering to himself, his eyes wildly rolling, 
and apparently perfectly insane. C. asked bin^.if he took him 
for 'a KK>l^and threatened him if he did not do his duty, that ways 
would be found to make him do it . He saw that the man really 
understood what he. said, but he waited a few days, and then sent 
him to Dr. McRae, to whom he wrote an account of the case, say- 
ing that of course means of cure were in his power. Dr. McRae 
accordingly spoke kindly to him, examined him and said, ^ Well, 
my poor fellow, you mu9t be treated with science; we will do what 
we can for you here; you shall have some medicine and blasters, 
and if that doe^ not cure you, we will send you to the Lunatic 
Asylum at Dehli." This was too much for even an Afgh&n's 
nerves; as he. walked away he said, **I am no more mad than you 
are,'\(^me back; quite cured, and has done. his work ever since. 
The Lines are nearly finished,. they will probably be completed for 
the. sum.. allotted by Government, so that the regiment will have 
nothing to pay ; whereas, their neighbours, the Sappers and Miners, 
who refused to do any of the wotK themselves, will have to pay 
about twelve rupees a ma^ for theirs. . 

. May 22nd.-^Major Ferris isi safe and sound. He has written 
into Loodiana for a supply of ducks and fowls, and gives no hint 
of being in want of any other support The account of his assassi- 
nation came in a letter bearing the Kangra postmark; it must^ 
therefore, have been a wilful fabrication. 

Tbey say that Sir Frederick G — ^^ has quite lost hb head, and 
is in the greatest perplexity. He is said to. have had recourse to 
a trick to get the Rani away quietly. She was told that the Dar- 
bdr required her presence at. Lahore, and accordingly set out joy- 
fully with the escort. which came for her; instead of being taken 
to Lahore, she. was brought to Firozpur. 

The Ehansaman of one of the Lahore regiments is to be hanged, 
it having been discovered that he. had undertaken to poison the 
whole mess. 

I have had a moveable canopy on poles, with thick curtains all 
round, put to my houdah, which is a great improvement We 
have had dust-storms and rain the l^t few days, which have 
greatly coole4 the air. ■....■.... i ,j , . 

On Thursday evening C. took me on the elephant to see the 
Lines, which are just finished. They are very neat, with broad 
walks between ; the Sub4d&rs' and Jomddars' houses being at the 
rear of their respective companies. Numbers of young trees 
have been planted in the Lines. Some of the Sikhs were sitting 
round while their dinner was cooked. There are two cooks to 
each company (the Hindus and Muaalm4ns cook for themselves). 
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A fire was kindled beneath a largd iron plate, and the Chapattai 
stack on this to bake. 

We found a conclave of Native officers and non-commissioned 
officers at one of the Pay-Havildar's houses, and next day it turned 
out that they had been consulting about volunteering, for when 
at sunrise on Friday morning they came to receive their pay, ihe 
Native officer in command of each company stepped forward, and 
on behalf of his men volunteered for the approaching campaign. 
This, of course, was very gnitifying to my dear husband, and I 
think little less so to me. They expressed their pleasure at serving 
under my husband personally. 

Sir F. Currie never vouchsafed an answer of any sort to this 
gallant offer, and probably never' made it kiiown to the Govemp> 
General, and soiAe time alter, on writing to my husband on other 
matters, he mentioned casuallv that he had been ^much amused 
at it : ** which was an impertinence arising from utter ignorance 
of a soldier's feelings. Although this resicknt might be too timid 
to employ them, common pohcy, to say nothing of courtesy to 
the regiment, would have dictated an acknowledgment of their 
gallant offer. ' The event proved that they might have been trusted 
as implicitly as one would trust the 42nd Highlanders. ' ' ' 

Saturday, 2'7th.— As 0. and I were taking our evening ride on 
the elephant, we saW a small funeral train cominff across Uie sandy 
plain, and followed it The Muhammadan burial-ground lies 
south from our house, and before reaching it the bearers set down 
the charpai on which the body lay. It was a young woman who 
had died in childbirth. The scene was a most desolate one. ' A 
kind of vallev of sand, sloping down from the desert-like plain, 
with the bunal-ground a little further on, marked only by broken 
hillocks of sand and a few stunted trees, which the friends of the 
dead have planted near their graves. Most of the company went 
up a little ascent to get water to wash previous to prayer. They 
then turned to the west, repeated a short fatiha, and lifting the 
body they carried it to the grave, our lilahout uttering a short 
invocation as he entered the burial-ground. They took off the 
scarlet veil which covered the body, and placed it on the shelf 
which they always make on one side of the grave. It was so 
nearly dark that we did not stay to see. them fill it up. ■ Only 
men were present 

We have heard again from Major Lawrence, who expresses the 
strongest disapprobation of Sir F. Currie's weak policy. The 
futility of the pretence that troops could not be sent to Multan on 
account of the season is apparent, for he has ordered plenty of 
troops up to Lahore. Her Majesty^s d2nd have been marched 
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even throogli the town. He sajB the Sikhs were yerj much aston- 
bhed at seeing them, but perfecUj quiet He mentions the heat 
being scarcely bearable: 110^ in a double poled tent with tatties. 
0. wrote to Major Lawrence some time ago advising him to take 
measures for calling in the A&h&n tribes at an hour's notice, in 
case the Sikhs should revolt ; but we have since heard again from 
him that everything is quiet Three Sikh soldiers, who talked 
openly of what thev would do if their Quru was successful, he put 
in irons on the roads, which has wonderfully damped the courage 
of the rest ' 

Hasan Kh&n returned from Peshawur with his old wives on 
Friday (June 2nd), and came to see us directly. He considers 
Major Lawrence perfectly safe, and being, as it were, behind the 
scenes, his opinion is worth having. He begged me to visit his 
sister's child, who is ill : accordingly Mrs. C. and I went there on 
Saturdav evening ; we found he had brought his two sisters and 
three wives — all the latter rather ugly. I was glad to see that he 
had loaded Leila Bibi with presents — a large gold ornament for 
her no<^ and more than a dozen gold bracelets, so that she has dis- 
carded all her silver ones, and looked as pretty and happv as possi- 
ble. The others sat very quiet One of the sisters, a handsome, 
high-featured woman, wept herself nearly blind on hearing a &lse 
report of her brother's death. She has cataract forming on one 
eye. Her poor little baby has been nearly killed by the journey 
in this weather and the jolting of the kaj4va : I gave it some medicine, 
but with small hope of doing it good, and it died two days after : 
she does not grieve for it so violently as I feared she would. They 
were much pleased with Mrs. C, and one of them, as she was going 
out, heartily wished that ^ Gk>d would bestow children upon her." 

As we were taking our evening ride a few days ago, we saw the 
camp of the Rani, who has just arrived from Ferozpur : she has a 
strong escort and but few attendants. Her tent was a small one, of 
red l^hmir, more dignified than comfortable. 

Monday, June 6th. — ^Mail arrived. Everything is so dreadfully 
soita sopra in Europe that one knows not what to expect It is a 
matter of great thankfulness that our own country is so mercifully 
preserved in peace and safety. The letters of the dear Von der 
Deckens are painfully interesting. 

June 9th. — ^A letter, just received from Major Mackeson, says, 
** I say that your volunteering is very un-Sikh-like, and I should 
wish to be at hand when your gallant 4th storm the breach, — to 
be at hand and lend a hand to avenge the murder of poor Agnew. 
His old gardener, who is here now with me, when I told him of 
his death, said, *Eyal aisa amir ke mama chalo S4hib, ham bhi 
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from Amballa to Ferozpur, and hare suffered veir severely on their 
march. It is said from 200 to 300 are on the sick list, and six or 
seven, including one officer, have died from a coup de soleil. It is 
supposed that they have been unnecessarily exposed to the sun. 
Queen's officers are often obstinate on this point (I suppose from 
ignorance of the climate), and seem to think it manly to run every 
possible risk. A staff officer in China, who was present on the 
occasion, told my husband that two of Her Majesty's regiments 
were landed under a scorching sun, and went into action. One 
was commanded by an old Indian, who allowed his men to take off 
their stocks : they suffered very little from the heat The other 
regiment was commanded by a stiff European martinet, who could 
permit no such irregularities, and lost ten men on the field from 
apoplexy ; surely, in the case of the 32nd, it would have been better 
to expose the troops to this heat for some good purpose. Major 
Lawrence considers the force at Lahore ample, not only to hold 
their ground in case of attack, but to send a strong detachment 
against MuMn. Tou can have no conception of the stupid way 
in which things are managed. Sir F. Currie has directed the com- 
missariat officer at Ferozpur to discharge all the cattle which he 
had collected at great expense and trouble, merely to avoid the 
outlay of feeding Uiem till October, when, if there is a campaign, 
they will be needed, and will have to be bought at double price 
and probably in far from serviceable condition. Lieutenant Ed- 
wardes has shown what can be done by a man of energy : his 
newly raised body of Patans have defeated a large body of Mul- 
raj's troops, taken Dhera Gh&zi Eh&n, a gun and many camel 
swivels. Mr. Edwardes savs, that if he were allowed, and had the 
aid of the Bah&walpur Nuw4b, who is ready and willing to co- 
operate with. us, he would confine Mulr^j to his fort A Guru, or 
Sikh priest, has raised about 400 men : troops were sent after him, 
but he evaporated, and was speedily heard of about thirty-five or 
forty miles from Lahore with a much larger force, — some say 
1000, some say 3000. A wing of a dragoon remiuent and some 
other cavalry were sent against him, with orders if his men fled to 
cut them down, and if they made a stand, not to cut them up, but 
to wait for reinforcements, in which case the first move was to be 
called ** a demonstration." It demonstrates one thing, which is the 
childishness of sending out an inefficient force in the hopes that 
their appearance may effect that which their personal exertions 
could not do. I told you that we want Govindghar, the fort of 
Amritsir. Captain Skinner writes, that when tbe troops arrived 
there, and the sealed orders were opened, it was found that they 
were to the effect that the troops were to march round, and not 



HASAN EHAN'B WIVES. ' 805 

even throagli the town. He sajB the Sikhs were verj much aston- 
bhed at seeing them, but perfectly quiet He mentions the heat 
being scarcely bearable: 110^ in a double poled tent with tatties. 
0. wrote to Major Lawrence some time ago advising him to take 
measures for calling in the Afffh&n tribes at an hour's notice, in 
case the Sikhs should revolt ; but we have since heard again from 
him that everything is quiet Three Sikh soldiers, who talked 
openly of what thev would do if their Quru was successful, he put 
in irons on the roads, which has wonderfully damped the courage 
of the rest * 

Hasan Kh&n returned from Peshawur with his old wives on 
PViday (June 2nd), and came to see us directly. He considers 
Major Lawrence perfectly safe, and being, as it were, behind the 
scenes, his opinion is worth having. He begged me to visit his 
sister's child, who is ill : accordingly Mrs. C. and I went there on 
Saturday evening ; we found he had brought his two sisters and 
three wives — all the latter rather ugly. I was glad to see that he 
had loaded Leila Bibi with presents — ^a large gold ornament for 
her no<^ and more than a dozen gold bracelets, so that she has dis- 
carded all her silver ones, and looked as pretty and happy as possi- 
ble. The others sat very quiet One of the sisters, a handsome, 
high-featured woman, wept herself nearly blind on hearing a false 
report of her brother's death. She has cataract forming on one 
eye. Her poor little baby has been nearly killed by the journey 
in this weather and the jolting of the kaj4va : I gave it some medicine, 
but with small hope of doing it good, and it died two days after: 
she does not grieve for it so violently as I feared she would. They 
were much pleased with Mrs. C, and one of them, as she was ffoin^ 
out, heartily wished that ^ Gk>d would bestow children upon her.'' 

As we were taking our evening ride a few days ago, we saw the 
camp of the Rani, who has just arrived from Ferozpur : she has a 
strong escort and but few attendants. Her tent was a small one, of 
red kashmir, more dignified than comfortable. 

Monday, June 6th. — ^Mail arrived. Everything is so dreadfully 
sotta sopra in Europe that one knows not what to expect It is a 
matter of great thankfulness that our own country is so mercifully 
preserved in peace and safety. The letters of the dear Von der 
Deckens are painfully interesting. 

June 9th. — ^A letter, just received from Major Mackeson, says, 
*^ I say that your volunteering is very un-Sikh-like, and I should 
wish to be at hand when your gallant 4th storm the breach, — to 
be at hand and lend a hand to avenge the murder of poor Agnew. 
His old gardener, who is here now with me, when I told him of 
his death, said, *KyaI aisa amir ke mama chalo S4hib, ham bhi 
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JuHB 14th. — One leama to know people in India most iho- 
roughly. Everybody lives, as it were, in a glau cue — every one 
knowB the inconie, style of living, debt% and pocitioo, of everr 
on« else : then there are ao tnany money transactionH — to much 
buying and selling between gentlemen constantly going on, that 
tliere are a thouBAiid opportunitiei of judging'of character which 
could never be Hiforded in England. If a man borrows money 
from nny of tlie bnnks, nnd agrees to pay it by iostAlmenta from 
his pay, his commanding officer, the Paymaster, aod all who m^ke 
out or see the Fay Abstrict^, know exactly how much is deducted. 
If be incur smull debts to his servants or others, they carry the 
matter before tfae Court of Bequeste, which consists of a certain 
number of his brother offioers. If he think the rent of his houM 
too high, or quarrels wiiK his landlord, the matter is referred to > 
Station Commhtoe. It a person admire a horse, carriage, or any 
piece of furniture, he often bespeaks it " whenever it is sold ;" for 
on leaving a Station, even for six months, people generally sell a 
good deu^of their property. 

A sucoesBion of marches, or beinv obliged to buy or to build a 
house on pain of having none to live in, throws the finances of 
many an officer into cotifusion ; the wife then often parts with a 
new dress, or some of her ornaments ; and women, calling them- 
selves ladies, can be found, who will beat down th^ price ta jewels 
sold under such ciroumstances, and get them for less than half 
thdr value. Then some people never pay until they ore uked to 
do so; others put exorbitant prices on their own things; others 
profess tlLemselves much obliged for being allowed to buy a thing 
which they forget to pay for ; others change their minds, and beg 



809 yOLUKTEKBIKGhrr-A BBIDEGBOOIC. 

chalengbi.' : ^T^atl kill such, a gentleman I go, Sahib; I, too^ 
will go fortlu' " I must send you an extract from the **^ DehU Ga« 
zette," about our regiment volunteering : I don't know who can 
have written it. . . 

. ^Loodiana, 26th May. 
'^ The g^lantry of the.4ih, or Captain Colin Mackenzie's regi- 
ment of 8ikh Local Infiuitry, who have this mominff unanimouiuy 
come forward . and . volunteered their service for Mult^n to their 
commanding officer, being an act of such rare occurrence with 
young locals, I fiincy no apology is necessary for my ^bringing it 
thus to notice. The exemplary conduct of this young regiment in 
cantonments-rrthe prompt and cheerful obedience of the men. to 
their superiors — ^the exact precision with which they perform the 
battalion evolutions, is' truly admirable. And lost, but not leasts 
I think you will coincide with me in saying, that their fidelity to 
the British Qoverpment can only be equalled by their indefati^ble 
industry, when I: inform you, that they have built themselves tnirty 
barracks of a very commodious . size, divided into fifteen rooms 
each, and of very neat architecture; that they made their own 
bricks, were their own 'It4js,' and that their conduct is well 
worthy of imitation. 

"Yours, Khalsah.*' 
• !....:• ....... • • 

/Saturday, June lOth.^— rAnother letter from Major Lawrence 
tjiis mormng, telling us of one he had . received from Lieutenant 
Edwardes.. Imagine the indignation felt by these gallant men at 
seeing Sir Frederick Currie adding fresh fortifications to Lahore, 
calling for more troops, and not taking one single step for the 
safety of his assistants, whose lives at one time appeared to hang 
on a thread; He could not move any troops to secure their safe^ 
— could not possibly put down Mulrdj on account of the season ;* 
but that was no obstacle to sending for artillery, cavaliy, and infan* 

2r, from all quarters towards Lahore. • Major L. pronounces the 
ditional fortifications at Lahore wholly unnecessary. 
The Regimental Chori has just married his eldest daughter,*^ 
such a nice little ffirl, about ten ior twelve years old, whom I have 
often seen. We lent the Chori some carpets for the occasion, and 
i^is mornine he brought the bridegroom, a quietrlooking and very 
young Sep4bi, to pay his respects. The said bridegroom was dad 
m white upper garment, cnmson silk trousers, £immerband or 

g'rdle, and small crimson cap with gold lace, and a large necklace, 
ere is a sketch of him offerinfi^ his Nazar of rupees, which we 
touch, and make a sal4m, instead of taking. 
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CHAPTER Xm. 

Knowing People. — ^EindneBs and TJnkindneas. — A Jezailchi*! Bonefc— 
Afghans and Sikhs. — Elephants. — ^Henpecked Hindu. — Asses. — ^Paro* 

Znets. — Taxes. — Poetical Justice. — ^Dnst Stonn. — ^Tazes in Kashmir. — 
little Prince. — Munshi's Translation. — ^Afgh&n Abuse. — Sick Child* — 
Patan Monks. — Spoilt Ghildren.— Swearing in the Rogiraent — ^I'reparing 
to March. — ^A GhapriUi. — •Flittinm." — ^Ants. — Scorpion Bite. — Contra- 
dictory Orders. — Balaam and the Dog. — ^Legend of S6n6te« — Shopkeep- 
ers.— Prayer.— Sikh VUlages.— Ovens.— Gu&b Sing.— H. .M.'s 29th — 
Death of Saiad. — ^Murteza Shah<^-Ham and Jam. 

JuNB 14th. — Oq6 learas to know people in India most tho- 
roughly. Everybody lives, as it were, in a glass case^-every'one 
knows the income, style of living, debU, and position, of every 
one else : then there are so many money transactions — so much 
bu3ring and selling between gentlemen constantly going on, that 
there are a thousand opportunities of judging'of character which 
could never be afforded in England. If a man borrows money 
from any of the banks, and agrees to pay it by instalments from 
his pay, his commanding officer, the Paymaster, and all who make 
out or see the Pay Abstracts, know exactly how much is deducted* 
If he incur small debts to . his servants or others, they carry the 
matter before the Court of Requests, which consists of a certain 
number of his brother officers. If he think the rent of his hous^ 
too high, or quarrels with his landlord, the matter is referred to a 
Station Committee. If a person admire a horse, carriage, or any 
piece of furniture, he often bespeaks it ** whenever it is sold;" for 
on leaving a Station, even for six months, people generally sell a 
good deal of their property. 

A succession of marches, or being obliged to buy or to build a 
house on pain pf having none to live in, throws the finances of 
many an officer into confusion ; the wife then often parts with a 
new dress, or some of her ornaments ; and women, calling them- 
selves ladies, can be found, who will beat down th^ price of jewels 
sold under such circumstances, and get them for l^sd than half 
their value* Then some people never pay until they are asked to 
do so; others put exorbitant prices on their own things ; othera 
profess themselves much obliged for being allowed to buy a thing 
which they forget to pay for ; others change their minds, and beg 
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going on, and b^ was told to carry 0Q.,tbe intrifi;ue. When lie a 
second time attended the meeting, he was surprised to find other 
Sep4his there. The Dragoons come in to-morrow. We have 
picquetSj^c, out on the Firozepur road, and sentries have in many 
places been doubled. I hope a good example will be made, for the 
rascds only laugh at our leniency. The bad will and hatred 
towards us is universal ; so the sooner we show them that we are 
not to be trifled with, the better. We are all anxious about Pesh- 
awur. The R4ni is supposed to be at the bottom of the whole 
affair. My therm, in the Tai E[h4na* does not rise beyond 76^; 
my upper rooms are upwards of 05^. There is some fear of a dis- 
turbance at Amritsir. It is a pity that our battering train is not 
nearer than Firozepur.- However, we have a few good guns here.** 
• May 18th. — Major Wheeler, of the 7th Irregular Cavalry, gave 
information of this conspiracy some time ago to Sir F. Currie, and 
was laughed at for his pains ; and the plot was the common jest 
of the Cantonments. When at last the Resident was convinced 
of it, and the conspirators seized, it was done in so bungling a 
manner that many of them escaped. In fact, Sir F. Currie is 
wholly unaccustomed to deal with men like the Sikhs; and most 
of his assistants are a set of young, inexperienced civilians, many 
of them of two to four years standing I Two of the conspirators 
have been hanged ; one, I believe, was the Munshi of the R&nl, 
and the other a Sikh Colonel of Artillery. Another of them was 
brought on parade to point out those Sep4hii» who had joined in 
the plot One was seized, and immediately five others left the 
ranks and fled. The Doctor knocked down one of them, and three 
others were also secured, but one escaped. The Colonel of Artil- 
lery was an Agent of Mulrdj, who was said to be marching on 
Lahore; but, perhaps, now that the plot is discovered, he will 
change his mind. Nevertheless, some of his cavalry have been 
seen on the opposite side of the Ravi, close to Lahore. 

That abominable Rani (the Mario Christine of the Panj&b) is 
now at Firozepur, en route to Ben&ros, which is a satisfuctioii. All 
kinds of reports are rife. This much is certain, that we want to 
get possession of Qovindghar, the fort of Amritsir, and do not 
dare to ask for it, because we have no means of taking it if it 
should not be given. A little fort, one march beyond the large 
cantonment at Jallandar, has rebelled, closed its gates, and refused 
supplies to our troops I Fancy doing this under our very noses I 
No one knows how far bur troops have been tampered with. We 
heard yesterday from Major Lawrence, from Peshawur : he says he 

* Underground room. 
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has no fears of an invasion from the west> or of a rising among 
the Muhammadan population, but is of course anxious as to the 
fidelity of the Sikh troops. Sir 'F, Gurrie has done one good thing 
in ordering levies of Fatans (men df A%h4n descent) both at 
Bannii and Peshdwar^ for the protection of the political officers. 
Major Lawrence says that Sir F. Currie has urged him to send Mrs. 
Lawrence to Lahore, but adds : — ^ She is in no condition to travel ; 
besides which, it would show that we distrust the troops, which 
would never do: we are in the hands of an all- wise and merciful 
Saviour, and place our trust in Him. You know of old I never 
despaired in the darkest hour, and trust I never shall. Edwardes 
has raised 3000 Patans to protect himself (he is one of the political 
Assistants at Bannu) ; and I have receivea orders to raise a regi- 
ment of 600." He mentions as another mistake of Sir F. Currie's, 
his sending Rajah Shere Sing to protect the Sikh border. Major 
L. considers him quite untrustworthy, and that he may probably 
go over, to Mulraj. [This chiers subsequent defection adniits of 
much palliation. Neither he nor any other Sikh looked upon 
fighting against us otherwise than as an act of patriotism and 
loyalty to the memory of Ranjit Sing. It required less than a 
fathers influence to prevail on a warlike chief to resist a hatedfor^ 
eign enemy, especially when that father had been driven to take 
up arms, as he himself asserted, and as there is every ground for . 
believing to be the case, by the insulting conduct^ avowed suspi- 
cions, and want of tact of the British Agent, Captain A. If we 
consider that Ohattar Sing and his son did no more than our own 
Bruce or Owen Glendower, and many other patriots, we shall look 
Upon their after-treatment as harsh.] He thinks as most people do, 
that the attack on Mr. Agnew and Mr. Anderson was unprenledi- 
tited. He adds : ^ 1 have gone to every possible length in urging 
on the Resident to send our troops from Lahore and Ferozepur sharp ; 
but no, he is afraid to expose them to the heat ! If he has not cause 
to repent his supineness to the last day of his life, I am greatly 
mistaken. Mulraj is, of course, strengthening himself^ and I fear, win- 
ning over the Eh41sa troops in and about Bunnu : this may spread 
to ours (those atPeshawur,) and then we shall be in a nice fix. 

'* My brother John has strongly urged an immediate campaign, 
surely our K4bul disasters ought to be a warning to us : what did 
we not lose by inactivity and mental imbecility ! I pity and grieve 
for Sir F. Currie, but really I cannot understand him ; think you 
either of my brothers would have thus acted ? In Lord LiJce'a 
time did we ever shrink from employing- our troops in the hot 
winds, and what may not be the effects of its getting abroad that 
the English army cannot leave their cantonments, its Phankahs and 
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Tattis, except in the cold weather P This is exactly what I said to 
you in my last ; every one who wishes to turn Y4ghi (rebellious) 
may now reckon on impunity during the hot weather, «. e. half the 
year even in these parts. 

' For several days there has been a report that Major Ferris, who 
ciommanded the Second or Hill regiment of the Frontier Brigade, 
has been murdered, and that his re^ment has taken Kaugra, where 
it was stationed. As this has not been confirmed, we hope it may. 
not be true ; but Major Ferris found the regiment much demoral- 
ized. Still the centre companies were formed of Broadfoot's Sap- 
pers, so that if they turned faithless, the character of the soldier 
must depend even more entirely on that of his leader than I thought 
it did. They say, too, that Captain Hodgson's, the first regiment 
of the same brigade at Hosheyapore, has deserted to a man ! But 
all this wants confirmation. [It proved entirely false. This very 
regiment afterwards behaved with such gallantry and fidelity when 
fighting against their own people and even their Gurii, that Mr. 
John Lawrence declared that he would rather have them than any 
two of the Line.] C. regrets much that he has been prevented 
fiom carrying out his own plan of having a due proportion of 
Afgh&ns, whose fidelity has been already tried in Lis regiment 
He has about eighty, but that is not enough. However his men 
seem anxious to be sent on service, and he thinks that would be 
the best way to ensure their fidelity.* 

* Our raiment is composed as follows: 
JSuropean Officer 9 : — Commandant; Second in Command; Adjutant; a 

Serjeant-Major, and Quartermaster Seijeant 
8%khB:^Z Sub&d&rs; 8 Jemiddrs; 18 Havild&rs; 22 Naiks; 8 Buglers; 411 

Sepahfa— Total 466. 
MuucUmans from behoeen the Jamma and Jelwn (the Sikh States) : — 6 Havil- 

dars; 7 Naiks; 8 Buglers; 68 SepahU.— Total 88. 
Mutealtnane from East of the Jamma {Hindustan) : — 8 Subidirs; 8 JemA- 

d&rs; 9 HavildArs; 9 Naiks; 10 Buglers; 61 Sepahis.— ToUl 84. 
Hindus from East of the Jamma : — i Subdd&rs ; 2 Jemdddrs ; 24 Havilddrs ; 

14 Naiks; 162 Sepahis.— ToUl 196. 
Affffidns: — 1 SubddAr; 1 Jemddir; 9 UavUd&rs; *l Naiks; 2 Buglers; 60 

Sepahfa— Total 80. 
Gh^rkas.'-'l Jemdddr; 1 Naik; 1 Bugler; 1 Sepaht—Total 4. 

The Commandant has 896 rupees a-montii, out of which he pays a writer 
60, and forge 80 rupees a month. The Second in Command has 600 ; the 
Adjutant 427, out of which he has to keep the tents in repair. Sub&dirs 
have 60; Jemadirs 24; Havilddrs 14; Naiks 12; and Sep&hls 7. 

The fiill complement is 800 rank and file and 20 Buglers, which was 
soon after filled up. There are besides the Hospital and Ba^r Establish- 
ments and Ehalasis, cooks, Bhistis^ Aa Every regiment is divided into 
ten companies^ each of which has its own Sub&ddr and Jem&d&r, who are 
commissioned officers. An Assistant Surgeon is ffcnerally attached to each 
eorps^ so that the regiment^ complete^ musters about 1040 men. 
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I will copy part of a letter just received by a friend of oars from 
Dr. B., at Lahore. He says: ^ The CAct is, the whole country is up, 
and prepared to attack us, only waiting an opportunity. The at- 
tack on the city was to have been on the Idth instant, at Anar- 
kali (the name of the cantonment) where the officers' lines form 
the west and south* west face, and are quite unprotected ; ten men 
were told off to each house to massacre the officers at midnight 
on the Idth. Many of our Sepahis are suspected of being con- 
cerned in this plot ; a few have been seized, a few have deserted, 
fearing being confronted with the Sikh who has been reprieved on 
his giving evidence. Many think that the Darb&r (the Court) have 
been quite aware of all tms plot (how could they be otherwise f) 
which it appears has been hatching since the beginning of March, 
and miffht have been discovered before, had our Politics ffiven a 
prudential ear to wamincs. But their custom, their stupid cus- 
tom, is to affect to treat all such reports with contempt^ and then, 
when they find they are in for it, they stare and say, who could 
have thought it f More barracks are building in the city for two 
more Infantry regiments, guns at each gateway are pointed ready, 
and OTape-shot at hand. The Commissariat officer has brought m 
all his camels out at graze ; he lost two, and the man who was sent 
to look for them was given to understand that he had better make 
off, or he would get his throat cut and his own camel taken. Re- 
port goes that the banks of the Ravi are crowded with armed men. 
We are more on the alert now, I ftm glad too see but there is no 
doubt we shall have a bloody war before lone.'' 

It is a most astonishing thing that English politicals always 
despise information unless it come through some regular formal 
channel ; at least, those who are wiser form the exception. When 
my husband informed Sir William MacNi^hten that Muhammad 
Akb&r had arrived at Bami&n, a fact which he had been told in 
confidence by a Kabul merchant who had just come from thence. 
Sir William, though at first struck with it, speedily came to the 
conclusion that '*if it were true he must have heard of it" A 
faqir also warned him with still less effect. John Conolly told him 
that the city was ripe for insurrection. Ail this was about a fort- 
night before it broke out I was amused at an instance of 
A^fh&n craft the other day. An Afffh&n Sepahi came to my hus- 
band and asked for his discharge. C. refused it, saying '^He could 
not permit men to enlist one day and leave the next; but that 
next year a certain number would be allowed furlough, and he 
could then go to see his family.'' The next day the poor man was 
raving mad. C. suspected a trick, but the native officers and 
Havildar Major were convinced it was real. C. sent him to the 
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guard-bouse-^— he was muttering to himself, his eyes wildly roll}ng, 
and apparently perfectly insane. C. asked him if he took him 
for 'a fool,, and threatened him if he did not do his duty, that ways 
would be. found to make him do it , He saw that the man really 
understood what he. said, but he waited a few days, and then sent 
him to Dr; McRae, to whom he wrote an account of the case, say- 
ing that of course means of cure were in his power. Dr. McRae 
accordingly spoke kindly to him, examined him and said, ^ Well, 
my poor fellow, you must be treated with science; we will do what 
we can for you here; you shall have some medicine and blasters, 
and if that doe^ not cure you, we will send you to the Lunatic 
Asylum at Dehii.'* .This was too much for even an Afghan's 
nerves; .as he. walked away he said, *'I am no more mad than you 
are,'\(;ameback^ quite cured, and has done. his work ever since. 
The Lines are nearly finished,. they will probably be completed for 
the. sum.. allotted by Government, so that the regiment will have 
nothing to pay ; whereas, their neighbours, the Sappers and Miners, 
who refused to do any of the vrotK themselves, will have to pay 
about twelve rupees a ma9 for theirs. . • 

. May 22nd.— Major Ferris iS; safe and sound. He has written 
into Loodiana for a supply of ducks and fowls, and gives no hint 
of being in want of any other support The account of his assassi- 
nation came in a letter bearing the .Eangra postmark; it must^ 
therefore, have been a wilful fabrication. 

They say that Sir Frederick C has quite lost his head, and 

is in the greatest perplexity. He is said to. have had recourse to 
a trick to get the Rani away, quietly. She was told that the Dar- 
bikr required her presence at. Lahore, and accordinglv set out joy- 
fully, with the escort. which came for her; instead of being taken 
to Lahore, she. was brought to Firozpur. 

The £[hansaman of one of the Lahore regiments is to be hanged, 
it having been discovered that he. had undertaken to poison the 
whole mess. ' ■ . 

I have had a . moveable canopy on poles, with thick curtains all 
round, put to my houdah, which is a great improvement We 
have, had dust-storms and rain the last few days, which have 
greatly coole4 the air. :...... 

On Thursday evening 0. took me on the elephant to see the 
Lines, which are just finished. They are very neat, with broad 
walks between ; the Sub&ddrs' and Jom&dars* houses being at the 
rear of their respective companies. Numbers of young trees 
have been planted in the Lines. Some of the Sikhs were sitting 
round while their dinner was cooked. There are two cooks to 
each company (the Hindus and Musalm&ns cook for themselves). 
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A fire was kindled beneath a large iron plate, and theChapattii 
stuck on this to bake. 

We found a conclave of Native officers and non-commissioned 
officers at one of the Pay-Havildar's houses, and next daj it turned 
out that they had been consulting about volunteering, for when 
at sunrise on Friday morning they came to receive their pay, the 
Native officer in command of each company stepped forward, and 
on behalf of his nien voliinteered for the approaching campaign. 
This, of course, was very gratifying to mv dear husband, and I 
think little less so to me. They expressed their pleasure at serving 
under my husband personally. 

Sir F. Currie never vouchsafed an answer of any sort to this 
gallant offer, and probably never' made it khown to the €k>vempr;- 
General, and soiAe time after, on writing to my husband on other 
matters, he mentioned casuallv that he had been ''much amused 
at it : " which was an impertinence arising from utter ignorance 
of a soldier's feelings. ; Although the resictent might be too timid 
to employ them, common policy, to say nothing of courtesy to 
the regiment, would have aictated an acknowledgment of their 
gallant offer. The event proved that they might have been trusted 
as implicitly as one would trust the 42nd Highlanders. ' ' ' 

Saturday, 27th. — As 0. and I were taking our evening ride on 
the elephant, we saw a small funeral train coming across Sie sandy 
plain, and followed it The Muhammadan burial-ground lies 
south from our house, and before reaching it the bearers set down 
the charpai on which the body lay. It was a young woman who 
had died in childbirth. The scene was a most desolate one. ' A 
kind of valley of sand, sloping down from the desert-like plain, 
with the bunal-ground a little further on, marked only by broken 
hillocks of sand and a few stunted trees, which the friends of the 
dead have planted near their graves. Most of the company went 
up a little ascent to get water to wash previous to prayer. They 
then turned to the west, repeated a short fatiha, and lifting the 
body they carried it to the grave, our lilahout uttering a short 
invocation as he entered the burial-ground. They took off the 
scarlet veil which covered the body, and placed it on the shelf 
which they always make on one side of the grave. It was so 
nearly dark that we did not stay to see. them fill it up. Qnly 
men were present 

We have heard again from Major Lawrence, who expresses the 
strongest disapprobation of Sir F. Currie's weak policy. The 
futility of the pretence that troops could not be sent to Multan on 
account of the season is apparent, for he has ordered plenty of 
troops up to Lahore. Iler Majesty*s 8 2nd have been marched 
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from Amballa to Ferozpur, and liave suffered very severely on their 
march. It is said from 200 to 800 are on the sick list^ and six or 
seven, including one officer, have died from a coup de soleil. It is 
supposed that they have been unnecessarily exposed to the sun. 
Queen's officers are often obstinate on this point (I suppose from 
ignorance of the climate), and seem to think it manly to run every 
possible risk. A staff officer in China, who was present on the 
occasion, told my husband that two of Her Majesty's- regiments 
were landed under a scorching sun, and went into action. One 
was commanded by an old Indian, who allowed his men to take off 
their stocks : they suffered very little from the heat The other 
regiment was commanded by a stiff European martinet^ who could 
permit no such irregularities, and lost ten men on the field from 
apoplexy ; surely, in the case of the 32nd, it would have been better 
to expose the troops to this heat for some good purpose. Major 
Lawrence considers the force at Lahore ample, not only to hold 
their ground in case of attack, but to send a strong detachment 
against Mult&n. You can have no conception of the stupid way 
in which things are managed. Sir F. Currie has directed the com- 
missariat officer at Ferozpur to discharge all the cattle which he 
had collected at great expense and trouble, merely to avoid the 
outlay of feeding Uiem till October, when, if there is a campaign, 
they will be needed, and will have to be bought at double pnce 
and probably in far from serviceable condition. Lieutenant £d- 
waroes has shown what can be done by a man of energy : his 
newly raised body of Patans have defeated a large body of Mul- 
raj's troops, taken Dhera Gh&zi Eh4n, a gun and many camel 
swivels. Mr. Edwardes savs, that if he were allowed, and had the 
aid of the Bah&walpur !Nuw&b, who is ready and willing to co- 
operate with, us, he would confine Mulrdj to his fort A Guru, or 
Sikh priest, has raised about 400 men : troops were sent after him, 
but he evaporated, and was speedily heard of about thirty-five or 
forty miles from Lahore with a much larger force, — some say 
1000, some say 8000. A wing of a dragoon redinent and some 
other cavalry were sent against him, with orders if his men fled to 
cut them down, and if they made a stand, not to cut them up, but 
to wait for reinforcements, in which case the first move was to be 
called " a demonstration." It demonstrates one thing, which is the 
childishness of sending out an inefficient force in the hopes that 
their appearance may effect that which their personal exertions 
could not do. I told you that we want Govindghar, the fort of 
Amritsir. Captain Skinner writes, that when the troops arrived 
there, and the sealed orders were opened, it was found that they 
were to the effect that the troops were to march round, and not 
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even tlirougb the town. He says the Sikhs were veir much aston- 
ished at seeing them, bat perfectly quiet He mentions the heat 
being scarcely bearable : 110^ in a double poled tent with tatties. 
C. wrote to Major Lawrence some time ago advising him to take 
measures for calling in the Afffhdn tribes at an hour's notice, in 
case the Sikhs should revolt ; but we have since heard again from 
him that eveiything is quiet Three Sikh soldiers, who talked 
openly of what they would do if their Guru was successful, he put 
in irons on the roads, which has wonderfully damped the courage 
of the rest ' 

Hasan Eh&n returned from Peshawur with his old wives on 
Friday (June 2nd), and came to see us directly. He considers 
Major Lawrence perfectly safe, and being, as it were, behind the 
scenes, his opinion is worth having. He begged me to visit his 
sister's child, who is ill : accordingly Mrs. C. and I went there on 
Saturday evening ; we found he had brought his two sisters and 
three wives — all the latter rather ugly. I was glad to see that he 
had loaded Leila Bib! with presents — a large gold ornament for 
her no<« and more than a dozen gold bracelets, so that she has dis- 
carded all her silver ones, and looked as pretty and happy as possi- 
ble. The others sat very quiet One of the sisters, a handsome, 
high-featured woman, wept herself nearly blind on hearing a false 
report of her brother's death. She has cataract forming on one 
eye. Her poor little baby has been nearly killed by the journey 
in this weather and the Jolting of the kaj4va : I gave it some medicine, 
but with small hope of doing it good, and it died two days after : 
she does not grieve for it so violently as I feared she would. They 
were much pleased with Mrs. C, and one of them, as she was going 
out, heartily wished that *^ Qod would bestow children upon her." 

As we were taking our evening ride a few days ago, we saw the 
camp of the Rani, who has just arrived from Ferozpur : she has a 
strong escort and but few attendants. Her tent was a small one, of 
red ^hmir, more dignified than comfortable. 

Monday, June 5th. — Mail arrived. Everything is so dreadfully 
sotta Bopra in Europe that one knows not what to expect It is a 
matter of great thankfulness that our own countjy is so mercifully 
preserved in peace and safety. The letters of the dear Von der 
Deckens are painfully interesting. 

June 0th. — ^A letter, just received from Major Mackeson, says, 
'^ I say that your volunteering is very un-Sikh-like, and I should 
wish to be at hand when your gallant 4th storm tiie breach, — to 
be at hand and lend a hand to avenge the murder of poor Agnew. 
His old gardener, who is here now with me, when I told him of 
his death, said, 'Kya ! aisa amir ke mama chalo S4hib, ham bhi 
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cbalengbi.' : ^T^liatl kill such, a gentleman I go, Sahib; I, too^ 
will go forth*' " I must send you an extract from the **^ DehU Ga- 
zette," about our regiment volunteering : I don't know who can 
have written it. . 

.. ^Loodiana, 26tb May. 
''The^lantry of tbe.4ih, or Captain Colin Mackenzie's regi- 
ment of 8ikh Local Infantry, who have this mominff unanimouiuy 
come forward . and . volunteered their service for Mult^n to their 
commanding officer, being an act of such rare occurrence with 
young locals, I &ncy no apology is necessaiy for my ^bringing it 
thus to notice. The exemplary conduct of this young regiment in 
cantonments-rrthe prompt and cheerful obedience of the men. to 
their superiors — ^the exact precision with which they perform the 
battalion evolutions, is truly admirable. And last, but not leasts 
I think you will coincide with me in saying, that their fidelity to 
the British Goverqment can only be equalled by their indefatigable 
industry, when I inform you, that they have built themselves thirty 
barracKS of a very commodious . size, divided into fifteen rooms 
each, and of very neat architecture ; that they made their own 
bricks, were their own 'It4JB,' and that their conduct is well 
worthy of imitation. ' . 

"Yours, Khalsah.** 

. ■ •,.•''.' ■• • • • ■ • • . 
/Saturday, June 10th*'— rAnother letter from Major Lawrence 

t}iis mormng, telling us of one he had. received from Lieutenant 

Edwardes.. Imagine the indignation felt by these gallant men at 

seeing Sir Frederick Currie adding fresh fortifications to Lahore, 

calling for more troops, and not taking one single step for the 

safety of his assistants, whose lives at one time appeared to hang 

on a thread; He could not move any troops to secure their safety 

— could not possibly put down Mulr4j on account of the season ;' 

but that was no obstacle to. sending for artillery, cavalry, and infan* 

2r, from all quarters towards Lahore. . Major L. pronounces the 
ditional fortifications at Lahore wholly unnecessary. 
The Regimental Chori . has just married his eldest daughter,*^ 
such a nice little ffirl, about ten lor twelve years old, whom I have 
often seen. We lent the Chori some carpets for the occasion, and 
t^is mornine he brought the bridegroom, a quietrlooking and very 
young Sep4bi, to pay bis respects. The said bridegroom was clad 
m white upper garment, cnmson silk trousers, kammerband or 

S'rdle, and small crimson cap with gold lace, and a large necklace, 
ere is a sketch of him ofierin^ his Nazar of rupees, which we 
touch, and make a sal4m, instead of taking. 
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CHAPTER Xm. 

Knowing People. — ^EindneM and TJnkindneas. — ^A Jezailchi*! Bonefc— 
Afghans and Sikhs. — Elephants. — ^Henpecked Hindu. — Asses. — ^Paro- 

2 nets. — TaxesL — Poetical Justice. — ^Dnst Stonn. — ^Taxes in Kashmir. — 
little Prince. — ^Munslii's Translation. — ^Afgh&n Abuse.— ^iok Child. — 
Patan Monks. — Spoilt Children.— Swearing in the Regiment. — Preparing 
to March. — A ChapriUi. — • Flittines." — ^Ants. — Scorpion Bite. — Contra- 
dictory Orders. — Balaam and the Dog. — ^Legend of S6n6te. — Shopkeep- 
ers— Prayer.— Sikh VUlaget.— Ovens.— Gu&b Sing.— H. .M.'s 29th — 
Death of Saiad. — ^Murteza Shah.-^Ham and Jam. 

JuNB 14th. — 0q6 learas to know people in India most tho- 
roughly. Everybody lives, as it were, in a glass case^-every one 
knows the income, style of living, debU, and position, of every 
one else : then there are so many money transactions — so much 
bu3ring and selling between gentlemen constantly going on, that 
there are a thousand opportunities of judging'of character which 
could never be afforded in England. If a man borrows money 
from any of the banks, and agrees to pay it by instalments from 
his pay, his commanding officer, the Paymaster, and all who make 
out or see the Pay Abstracts, know exactly how much is deducted* 
K he incur small debts to . his servants or others, they carry the 
matter before the Court of Requests, which consists of a certain 
number of his brother officers. If he think the rent of his hous^ 
too high, or quarrels with his landlord, the matter is referred to a 
Station Committee. If a person admire a horse, carriage, or any 
piece of furniture, he often bespeaks it ** whenever it is sold ;" for 
on leaving a Station, even for six months, people generally sell a 
good deiu of their property. 

A succession of marches, or beinff obliged to buy or to build a 
house on pain of having none to live in, throws the finances of 
many an officer into confusion ; the wife then often parts with a 
new dress, or some of her ornaments; and women, calling them- 
selves ladies, can be found, who will beat down th^ price of jewels 
sold under such circumstances, and get them for less than half 
their value* Then some people never pay until they are asked to 
do so; others put exorbitant prices on their own things ; others 
profess themselves much obliged for being allowed to buy a thing 
which they forget to pay for ; others change their minds, and beg 
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to be allowed to return their purchase, where the seller is just 
startioff for Europe I Others give commissions, and then find fault 
with t£em, and return them ; so that in a very short time one 
involuntarily becomes completely au fail of all one*s neighbours* 
modes of dealing. Then, in sickness, one is so much more depend- 
ent on the kindness of friends than one could be at home. Some 
characters gain, and some lose, on this close inspection. Mrs. C. 
is one of the former. I hardly ever knew such unwearied sym- 
pathizing kindness as she has lately shown to a poor lady who is 
just dead. She visited her daily ; packed for her when she was 
alive, for she was to have started for the hills the very evening she 
died ; sat by her to the last ; with her own hands assisted in wash- 
ing and dressing the poor emaciated body,' and arranged every- 
thing after her death. She has been like a sister to the poor hus- 
band ; thought of everything by which he could be spared pain ; 
and Mr. 0. has shown equal sympathy, and yet they were compa- 
rative strangers ; for Mr. G. never saw the poor husband but once 
before he drove him down to his wife's funeral, not one of the 
officers of his own corps having offered to do anything, or shown 
any kind of feeling. This poor roan lately lost an excellent 
appointment throuGjh the fault of his subaltern, who was appointed 
to succeed him I Consequently, having been extravagant in former 
days, and being bound to pav large monthly instalments to the 
bank, they were reduced to the greatest distress, having scarcely 
enough to live upon. She was ordered to the hills as the only 
prospect of saving her life. 

I will just ^ve you a few specimens of the treatment they met 
with: — ^Theynave two boys at school in the hills. Mr. Monck, 
^th whom they are, begged them ^ not to think of paying him," 
and offered Mrs. D. the loan of a house. Her own brother-in-law, 
who is said to have 1300/. a year private property, besides 2400 
rupees a oiontlipay, refused her a loan of 200 rupees on security 1 
A Serjeant of Horse Artillery from whom Captain D. had been 
obliged to borrow 800 rupees — a thing diametrically opposed to 
all military rule and etiquette— on his returning 600, wrote to say 
that he knew Mrs. D. was going to the hills m bad health ; and 
that as he thought the money might contribute to her comfort, he 
begged leave t^ return it, and if any more was needed, he would 
be most happy to send it to such an amount, for he never could 
forget the kindness he had received from his old commanding 
officer. This good Serjeant has a wife, and a little child born the 
other day, and Captain D., not now being in the same corps, has 
no power whatever to benefit him. I think this trait does honour 
to human nature. 
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On Monday morning, 0. took Hasan Ehkn and one of Ferris's old 
Jezailchis — ^who got a rifle ball in his knee, in the expedition against 
the Sangu Ehail seven yean ago— to Dr. M'Rae's, to see a very 
severe operation performed on a poor little boy of ten years old, 
imder the influence of chloroform. The poor child neither stirred 
nor felt anything, whereupon the Jezailchi, who was very anxious to 
get rid of the bidl in his knee, dedared himself ouite ready to be 
operated upon. They laid him upon the table, and he snuffed up the 
chloroform with such vehemence as to alarm the doctors, and almost 
immediately fell asleep and began to snore. Soon, however, it 
became a calm, pleasant slumber. Deep cuts were made, and the 
ball was found embedded in a thick and very tough leathery bag, 
which it had formed for itself This being cut through, the bullet 
was extracted, and found to have been perfectly flattened against 
the iron thigh-bone of this sturdy Afghan. Dr. M*Rae said he had 
seen a ball thus flattened against a wall, but never before against a 
man's bone. The leg was bandaged, and strong ammonia applied 
to the patient's nostrils. He became sick; they washed his &ce 
and beard, sprinkled water over him, and on his becoming wide 
awake, asked him what had been done to him. *' Nothing," he 
said. They showed hun the ball, whereupon he gazed at it in 
amazement, and then burst into such a fit of laughter that he fell 
back again from excessive mirth. He then sat up, and made 
sal4ms all round to everybody, to the doctors, to the dressers, to my 
husband, to Hasan Eh&n, and to the other Afgh4ns, who stood 
with bright faces, greatly enjoying the marvellous si^t : so they 
put him into a Duli, and sent him home. Hasan Kh4n seemed 
very much struck with the Uberality of Christian dealings ; and, in 
spite of his bigotry, could not help saying, "That is much better 
tnan we Musalu)4ns : in the first place, we could not do it ; and 
secondly, if we could, we should require a great reward before doing 
so." Some time after he exclaimed, " I see what it is ; it is not 
pure science (Ilm), but Eimia," t. e, alchemy (by which he evi- 
dently meant necromancy, as alchemy is quite a lawfiil science 
among Musalmdns) ; and added, '* It must be so, for I don't under- 
stand it" 

Fridinr, July 16th. — ^Abdulrahmdn Kh4n came as usual this even- 
ing. He began to speak of eating, and to revile " these stupid Hin- 
dustanis," as he called them, for not eating with Christians, saying, 
^ it showed the blood of their Hindu formthers." He said to my 
husband, ^ If you killed a sheep with your own hands, would I not 
eat it f and if you cooked it, would I not eat it f You are men of 
the Book." C. showed him the pass^ in Matthew, xv. 11, and 
explained why we eat all things, m said with much energy,' 
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^ Haq, haq;" ^ Right, right ;" and then added, as he always does, 
'^ Our book also says the same.** This is exactly what Hasan Kh4n 
also thinks proper to add on all occasions, though he knows nothing 
whatever of the Euran or its contents. . 

I forffot to tell you that a juggler came some nights aga He 
did nothing very wonderfuL His best feat was putting water into 
a queer litue vesse!, and making it pour out of the spout or not, as 
he commanded it 

June 19th. — ^I went this morning on the elephant to see the regi- 
ment at battalion exercise. I am sure C.'s word of command could 
have been heard by three regiments. I wish you could see our 
corps. It is really a fine-looking one, much finer than .the gench 
rality of English regiments of the line. The average height is 6 ft 
8^ in. About five-eighths of them being @ildis and A%hins, they 
are capable of thrice the work of a Hindust&ni regiment. The 
A%h&ns and Sikhs are both exceedingly hardy, daring men, — the 
former complete Highlanders, generally rather below than above the 
middle size, but excessively strong, wiry, and enduring, with bones 
that will fiatten bullets. , The Sil^ are a very handsome race, with 
such fine stout limbs, that I do not wonder at the Hindust&nis' call- 
ing them ^ Bara chalnew&las," ^ great people for walkinff.^ Many 
of the women are just what one would fimcy the wives of the 
Roman people in Uome's palmy days. Thev are tall, well made, 
and stronff, with firoe and noble action. . The J&t (or peasant) 
women seldom marry before twenty or one-aiid-twenty, — a great 
improvement on the frightful Hmdu fashion of marry mg in early 
childhood. 

I went one inominfi^ lately to the old Satlej where they were 
bathing the Commissariat elephants. Many of mese huge creatures 
were Ijring on their sides in the water, their keepers standing on 
them and scrubbmg them with a kind of stone or brick, others were 
swimming about, and one was quite immersed in the water, save the 
top of his head and the end of his trunk. The Mahouts were bath- 
ing themselves, and certainlv civiliased Europeans might take a lesson 
in decency from them, for they are always sufficiently clothed, even 
in the water, and are most careful and decorous in dressing on the 
banks. One was standing in the stream, praying with his hands 
joined and his &ce towards the rising sun. He then came on shore 
for a large leaf-full of flowers, and returning to the river, he dropped 
in first a string of jessamine and roses, and then single flowers, 
repeating soraething to liimself all the time. It grieved me to see 
this poor idolater. As we were leaving the rivor, my elephant, 
which is a very large female one, met an old acquaintance, and tes- 
tified her pleasure by trumpeting and screaming in a most uncouth 
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feshion, and then makmg a noise like purring on a ^gantilc scale 
which we felt distinctly. . • 

Hie other day, Sital, a Hindii S&is of ours, came running to my 
husband in great fear, saying that his wife threatened to throw her- 
self into the well to yez him, ahd that ^ then he would be hanged 1" 
It seems she is a complete yirago, one of the ugliest women I eyer 
saw ; she beats Sital, Keeps him in bodily fear, and once did actually 
throw herself into a welL 0. assured him that nothing would be 
done to him. I suppose the Dhobi who was hanged for murdering 
his wife, has giyen great preponderance to the €male side of the 
question in Uiese parts, and made the husbands &ncy they are 
responsible for the life of their wiyes in all caises ; so 0. added, that 
she might throw herself in wheneyer she liked, only not in this well, 
for it would spoil the water ; and the graye old Ehansamdn reproyed 
Sital seyerely for bringing such. domestic matters to the notice of his 
master, saying '* fiunify quarrels should be kept quiei^ 

Tuesday, 20th June. — Yesterday was, I belieye, the first day of 
the rains, though it is difficult to tell, as we haye had showers eyery. 
few days: lately. The heat was extreme in 'the morning with a 
strong hot wind, then came a dustrstorm, so that we could hardly 
see eyen at the window, tod then the welcome sound of " much 
rain," so that the eyening was delightfully cool : but with the rain 
came the musquitoes and the grasshoppers, and other insects who, 
in concert with the bull-frogs, make a noise something between 
bellowing and a choir of burly monks chauntinff-^whidi renders 
the garden perfectly unendurable to me. The donkeys here haye 
quite a different physiognomy from European ones, their faces are 
much more delicate and *^^e,'* they haye quite a Hindu cast of 
countenance.- We haye no less than three young parrots. One, 
'* Lory," is yery timid and not sociable. Mine, little ^ Heir&m&n," 
or m4n of diamonds (a m&n, you kno^, is, eighty pounds), is the 
most engaging little bird possible. I can hardly get rid of him, 
he is always climbing up to my hand or shoulder, comes and eats 
out of my plate, c^oes to sleep on my bosom when I lie down, 
wakes me by nibbling my lips, and coos in the sweetest little note 
possible wheneyer we ffo near it. The third ** Mitu," (sweet), is 
one which Baedulla to<% out of the same nest as Hir4 (they were 
both hatched in our yerandah, and the parent birds haye often come 
to feed them), but which he refused to keep after a time, lest if 
the poor little thine should be killed in any way, the sin should 
rest upon him, sO I haye been obliged to relioye his scrupulous con- 
science of the responsibility. I had a yery long ride on the elephant 
this morning from a little after four to seyen oVlock. I went to a 
village called Sherepur, "where there is a pretty little mosque, plenty 
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of buffaloes — aplenty of barking queer little dogs, and some stout 
looking inhabitants. Hie whole country looked like a brown earthen 
disc, with here and there a little sprinkfing of trees visible at the 
edge of the horizon. I did not pass a single plot of ground bearing 
anything, though there were marks of former ploughing every- 
where, so I suppose they bring forth somewhat at some season of 
the year. In the village were some fine large trees, so they can 
grow. In &ct, irrigation would change the £EUie of the country. 
Under British rule all taxes on merchandize, trade, and manu£EU> 
tures have been abolished. There are no taxes tirhatever in Loo- 
diana, but the owners of land pay the same as they formerly did 
under the Sikhs, lliis is only a temporary arrangement until the 
Hair rate of taxation can be settled ; but there is this great differ^ 
ence, that there are no ^ beg&rs," or forced labor ^corv6es in fiict) ; 
and moreover, there is no msolent soldiery to go mto the city and 
tyrannize as they pleased, and this my Munshi spoke of as one of 
the greatest dehverances. 

June 22nd. — Just after writing this, a man was brought up 
charged with having torn off the ornaments of a woman, and at- 
tempting to murder her last nighty close to the lines. A Sikh Se- 
pahi heuxi her cries and rushed out to her rescue, when the cow- 
ardly assailant ran ofl^ but the Sikh pursued and caught him ; the 
poor little woman was young and trembled like a lea^ so that 0., 
tearing she would not tell the whole truth before the magistrate from 
fbar of being murdered, and the man having the eflrontery to deny 
the whole, though her arms were all discoloured with the violence 
used towards her, snatched a stick out of the Havildar's hand and 
bestowed two such blows on the culprit that they knocked him 
down, and ^ next time" he certainly will not attempt a robbery dose 
to the Sikh lines» G. commended the Sepahi, and kindly encou- 
raged the poor woman, and having thus, as &r as in him lay, distri- 
buted due poetical justice, he despatched the whole party under 
charge of a Havildar, to obtain the best approximation thereto 
whi^ may be procurable from the hands of Uie Deputy-Commis- 
sioner. I suppose it is called poetical justice, from being so seldom 
found in the region of fiict 

The regiment was to have been paid this morning, but a dust- 
storm arose about one vm^ and after lasting nine hours, is now 
going off without bringing any rain, so the monsoon has not yet 
come. We might almost as well have slept on the hi^h road, for 
the bed, floor, and everything in the room was loaded with dust, 
and our servants are so lamentably dirty, that I doubt if you would 
let one of them come near you. We are, however, not much bet- 
ter ourselves, and there was some doubt whether wc should have 
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breakfast A Munshi, who accompanied two of Lord Hardinge's 
Bons in a tour they made to Ejishmir, wrote a very good journal, 
which has been translated and lent to us. He gives some details 
of the excessive taxation under which the people of Kashmir groan. 
The town is surrounded by mountains, through which there are 
only four or five passes, only one of which is open in winter, and 
DO one is allowed to leave uie country without permission. The 
chief revenue of government is derived from the shawl manufao* 
ture, which brings in a return of about 807,500 Harri Singhi 
rupees (of 10 annas or about Is, Sd, each) besides 11,000 more 
from the border makers. Merchants with capital pay 148 Harri 
Singhi rupees per shop ; five workmen are reckoned as two shopsj 
and their wages vary from two to six annas a day. The average 
annual tax on each workman is thus nearly * 49/. 10«.0(f.^ tad 
total nutnber of shops of these capitalists ib aboiit 8,500; ffnd the 
total receipt from them to Government 607,500 rupees..- ' An iil- 
ferior kind of shawl is made by those wllo, having b6' chpit^ of 
their own, obtain advances from Govemmd'ht ; but tne be6t quality 
is only to be obtained by commission and' advance bf mbttey.' 
Coin is shamefully alloyed in Eashmere ; eveify thing is tiixied; aiid 
inhabitants of almost all classes taxed frolh <>ne^ to tiiro rupedi^ 
ahead monthly; even grasscutters, fruitddlei^'^and comgHtid^rs,' 
tlie very poorest of the people. Caste is but little attetidM to,' 
lliere are no Hindtis but Pandits, but little distinction is made be- 
tween them and Mussalm&ns. 

July. — ^A sweet little boy, a son of the ShiE^h^deh Shahpuf,' 
about five years old, was brought here thb other day to'be'pi'6-' 
scribed for. He had a bad eruption oil his fa<cd Which, foHUbatoly, 
the remedies I ctKve have quite obliterated. The first' liofie he 
came he was a little frightened, and said SalanlAleikiiiti* a' great 
many times. C. put him in an armchaif, and h^ asked with alittl^' 
soft timid voice, ^ Do you hold me fot a friend ?'' C. a^ilred hitn' 
that he did, and that he was a very gfeat frietid of his aild'of his^ 
father's ; but when I came with the medicine Aiid a little 'spooA, 
he asked rather anxiously, ^ That one, what will shb do ?"' Hid Mrai^ 
very prettily dressed, with a curioUs sduare c&p, gold at the top, 
and black velvet sides, which I believe ib a mark of ifoyialty. Tne 
next time he came, his mother had twisted up A crimson cr^pe veil, 
with gold fringes, into a turban for hihi, khd he looked v^ry pretty. 
He now seems quite at his ease, and 'is like most Afgh&n' children 
of rank, remarkably self-possessed and courieoiis in manner.' 

I forgot to toll you of a translation of the Munshi's that amused 
Mie very much. The word the liatives use for health is "Miz^j," 
which means temperament or constitution, but the Munshi, inter- 
im 
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preting a letter from Hasan Eh&n, in which he inquired for me, 
instead of *' exalted health," turned it into '^your high temper," 
at which I had some difficulty to look grave. C. was spealdng 
to two of our servants, one a Ilindu and the other a Musalm&n, 
on the subject of cheating and falsehood. They both acknow- 
ledged that they never knew one of their countrymen whom they 
coiud really trust on either particular. The Hindu added, how- 
ever, *'Some Sdhibs tell lies, too." They heartily agreed that their 
respective priests and religious men were even worse than the rest, 
and they acknowledged that some white people never told lies. 
They quite understand the difference between real and nominal 
Christians, for in saying that some S&hibs told lies, Sital prefaced 
it by saying, ^ those who do not pray or read the Bible." I never 
knew such keen observers as the natives; they are excellent judges 
of character, and know perfectly what is, or is not, forbidden oy 
our religion. I was astonished the other day by hearing an 
Afgh&n talking most vehemently at the door. He had been intro- 
duced by Hasan Kh&n, and had brought two young men as 
recruits who proved too short, and, therefore, could not De enlisted* 
Upon this he became furious, and not Hkine exactly to abuse my 
husband to his fkce, he turned on Hasan Kh&n, who was present, 
and reviled him bitterly. "You," he said, "who have got into 
such favour with the Feringhis by killing numbers of your own 
people, you say Uiat you and Mackensie B41iib are brothers, tliat 
you are one iaentical, and you can't get two men into his regi- 
ment I " Hasan Kh&n only sat and laughed, for fiery as they are, 
the Afghans seem to thiuK nothing of an amount of abuse and 
vituperation that would drive a European into a state of frenzy. 
Hasan Ehdn was one day abusing Amir Eh&n, the Naib Jem4dar, 
calling him a coward, mimicking him, and showing how he had 
hidden himself. Amir Kh4n, being just round the comer of the 
house, heard every word and only laughed, and one of Hasan 
Khdn's followers, after hearing it all, came and tenderly embraced 
the vituperated man at taking leave. The Havildars, however, 
who were present when this stormy A%h&n thus vented his indig- 
nation indirectly at their commandant, stood perfectly aghast, and 
the Munshi's face was turned upside down. Most officers, accus- 
tomed only to the polite, courteous Hindustanis, would have 
thought themselves affronted ; but C, knowing the Afghdns, only 
bade him not make so much noise. 

The old bed of the Satlej, which still contains a narrow stream, 
is quite a cheerful scene, with its white paddy birds, bathers, its 
picturesque little temple, surrounded by a few trees, horses being 
watered, buffaloes grazing, nnd Dhobis, or washermen, diligently 
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beating linen on furrowed planks — no wonder they tear the clothes I 
All this appeared quite refreshing and delightful after incessant 
sand. 

July 6th. — Went to see the child of a binder, to whom, about 
ten days ago, a native quack gave two great pills of Bhanff and 
then opium ; the consequence is, that he has continued mmost 
insensible ever since. I sent him some stronflr coflfee to drink and 
camphor to smell, and the father reports him better this afternoon. 
As the poor man had nothing but a mere hut, the binding con- 
tractor had lent him his best room, and where two armchairs were 
placed for us. It was large, but as usual had no other furniture 
than a bolster. It had two small windows close to the floor. 
When we went a^ain in the evening the poor child was better, and 
soon after got quite well. Had a most curious ride home, through 
all kind of out-of-the-way streets and places, and from our lofty 
howdah we looked down on the flat roofs of most of the houses, 
and over into the little courts ; we could have touched the walls on 
either side had they been high enough. The scene was like a fair 
at night — ^the streets crowded, a light in every house, and several 
in each of the innumerable shops of eatables. All the sellers 
were at their posts, though many who had nothing to sell and 
probably little to buy, had already lain down for the night, and 
through all the wise, quiet elephant pursued its plodding way, 
never jostling or hurting anyone. I have never seen anytliing 
like violence or quarrelhng among die natives since I came to 
India, always excepting the perpetual Kashmiri scolding matches 
and occasional exhibitions of the same kind among the Hindus- 
tanis. It was nearly dark, for the moon was but five days old, so 
that when we came upon two or three ancient heavy Patau 
mosques, the eflfect was so quiet and solemn that one could hardly 
fancy oneself so near such a busy lively scene as the Baz&r . pre- 
sented. I conclude Loodiana is prospering, for they are building 
in various directions. A new mosque has been erected inside the 
Serai since I went there last year, and they seem to be making 
gutters and sewers in the town. 

C.'s regiment is now employed on various duties. Some are on 
guard at the Kacheri, and I wish you could see the extraordinary 
zeal with which they turn out and present arms. The musket ffets 
such a slap that even I hear it many feet off. Certainly the Sikhs 
are a most energetic people. I wonder if they spoil their children 
as the Hindustanis do. 

My Munshi's little boy was ill, and I told him he must be care- 
ful not to let him eat ghi and mitahi (sweetmeats). He remained 
in doubt, and then aSked me gravely what he should do if the 
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child would have Bweetmeats ; because, added he, he will cry, and 
I love him so much I cannot refuse him anything. He also 
inquired if he might put sugar in the water, or ^ else perhaps he 
win not drink it" I was quite at a loss for any measures which 
had the least chance of being adopted in such a state of domestic 
discipline, which, however, is the prevailing one throughout India. 

There was a slight earthquake here yesterday morning, so slight 
that I, who was standing, did not feel it ; but my husband and the 
Babu in the next room, who were both seated, distinctly felt the 
tremor. 

I went the other morning to see about three hundred Sikhs of 
the regiment sworn in. A man carried the Granth (their sacred 
book) wrapped in a white cloth, on a small charpai, upon his head, 
the Granthi gravely following it with a chouri, or fly-flap of horse- 
hair, with which ne drove away the flies from it. The bearer 
walked to the front of each company, and as many men as could 
conveniently stand round it slipped off their shoes, touched the 
book with one or both hands, made sal&m to it, and then kept 
their hands either on it or its charpai while the Granthi read tlie 
oath. Each man said, *4, so and so, son of such a one, of such 
vUlage, and such a Pergannah (district^, swear to be faithful to my 
salt, d^c.*' They then made another saUm to the Granthi, stepped 
back and got into their shoes, and 0. niade them a short speedi. 

Dr. Tumbull, of the Sappers, has just returned from escorting 
the Rani to Amballa. The heat in tents was so great, that a tum- 
bler which had been standing on the table, when filled with water 
from a jar in the tatii, split as if it had been ice. 

July 8th. — A letter from Lahore tells us of another fight in which 
Mulr&j has been worsted, which is a cause of thankfulness. 

August 1st, 1848. — My husband was with the C.'s when the Ad- 
jutant of the Sappers and Pioneers came over and said they were to 
march the following evening for Multin. Mrs. 0. behaved exceed- 
ingly well She neither wept nor said anything, only drew a deep 
sigh. They begged us to go to them both that and the following 
evening, which we did. The second evening, when Mr. 0. expected 
to march at eleven, the confusion was great, camels loading, bed- 
ding boxes, everything lying about. Mrs. C. had been packing for 
two whole days; her husband, incessantly occupied as Quarter- 
master and Interpreter, had hardly one minute to himself or his 
own affairs. Their table servants refused to go with him, so I sent 
one of ours on a camel to fetch a relation oi his from a village, 
together with some goats, and when we had thus caught a 
Kh^dmatg^r, and he was waiting till Mr. C. could speak to him, 
the old servants, who began to repent, sent him away, so at the 
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last moment there was none. C. summoned an Afgh&n whom he 
had got a few days previously as Chowkedar, or watchman, for the 
C.\ and told him he must go on the march. ^Bechasm," he 
said, *' on my eyes be it I will only fetch my clothes and my gun.*' 
C. desired him to leave his gun with Hasan Kh4n, as his sword 
would be sufficient, and he came back, I think in less than an 
hour, quite ready. 

0. also sent for a very clever servant of Major Fottinger's, who 
was with him at Charekar, Dasundee by name, commonly called 
Jeswanli, a man of this country who was with him in ' captivity^ 
and who, when Akbar^s standard fell down by accident at Tezin, 
shouted out ** Shahbaiih ! " in defiance of consequences. < 

lie was afterwards employed as Chaprasi by Sir Richmond 
Shakespeare, and gained much credit by capturing a noted robber, 
and then getting leave for a few months, he stayed away between 
two and three years, thus losing a good place for no reason what- 
ever. Not long ago he came to us, and has been staying untU C. 
coiild get employment for him. i . ' 

'Captain Siddons gave Mr. C. leave to stay behind one march, so 
that he- did not start till the next morning. I found the Khidmat^ 
^ar who had been sent away at our own house, and we despatched 
him after his new master on a camel. Jeswanti proves invaluable. 
The 8th cavalry have since left, so that nothing but disconsolate 
ladies remain. ' 

This is good proof that troops can march in hot weather, for it 
is a more trying season now than it was in May. * 

We began making preparations for moVing into Mrs. C.'s house, 
and did so on the 20th of July, with no (Other adventure than 
having the cart which went to and fro with our baggage seized by 
the Tahsildar, during the momentary absence of ue Sep&hi who 
accompanied it My husband immediatelv wrote a peremptory 
order for its restoration, and when w(^ got it back made two Sepahis 
with fixed bayonets guftrd it on its journeys. The next morning 
there was a curious flitting. 

About half-past five I went over on the elephant, taking Louisa 
Silvester and *'NeP with me. In tlie back seat were three folding 
chairs and a pair of silver candlesticks, and we were preceded by 
two Dhobis carrying our clothes on a charpai, four itulis with a 
table tunied upside down, and filled with oooks, on their heads,* 
divers people whose identity was lost under the bundles they car- 
ried, and an Orderly gravely marching along with our three little 
parrots in a cage, lodking like Horace Yernet's fora^g recruit 
J^y the evening we were idmost settled. It is a very large house, in 
the old 60th Lines, in the most airy situation in Loomana. The 
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rooms are very large and lofty, and the whole house much cooler 
than our former one. The verandalis are magnificent 

Miss W., Mrs. C.'s sister, arrived about a week after, and we like 
her extremely. We have had one or two showers of heavy rain, 
which is a great blessing, as without rain a Camine would certainly 
have ensued, but in consequence of one of these showers such 
swarms of white ants, in their winged state, made their appearance 
one evening, that we were £Eiirly driven out of the house, and took 
our tea in me garden. One of the tea cups on the dining-table was 
half full of them : they disappeared the next day. 

If it were not a pity to kill them, I would send you specimens of 
some of the grasshoppers and other insects, which are quite beauti- 
fuL One wiUi brilliant green and yellow bands all over its body, 
has its inner wings of a Deautiftil red gauze-like texture ; another is 
pale green, with a most curious head ; anotlier is most beautifully 
speckled. 

The night after we came up here the wife of one of the Sais was 
bitten by a large scorpion on the finger. She was in great pain 
when she came to us, but Mr. 0. applied a paste of ipecacuanha and 
water, and covered the wound with it^ which relieved the pain 
almost immediately. 

The heat on the march to Ferozpur was by no means so great as 
they anticipated, but the confusion at Ferozpur was almost oeyond 
description. Oontradictory orders came from the Commander-in- 
Ghie( the General of Division, and the Oommandant of the Station-— 
one day the Sappers were to march by the right bank, the next by 
the left, then they were to go by water, then they were told to do 
as they liked. The Quartermaster, in despair, went to Gapt. F., who 
is Brigade-Major, to ask what he was to do; and the latter could 
only comfort him by showing the orders he himself had received, 
which were equally contradictory and incomprehensible. After all 
they were sent by water, and we have at last heard of their arrival 
at fihdwalpur, where tliey expect to have to wait a month for the 
siege train. Tlien the 8Ui Cavalry were ordered from Loodiana to 
Ferozpur ; they started with only half the carriage required, and 
twelve hours alter came a counter-order, desiring mem not to moye, 
if they had not already left They wero only ten miles ofi^ stopped 
by rain and want of carriage, stiU the Bri^dier could not recall 
them. 

August 10th. — ^The other day my husband read the ^ History of 
Balaam" to the Munshi ; the latter added a Musalmin finale to it, 
by gravely relating that there was once a most virtuous dog, and 
as it was impossible that the body of a prophet could be sent to 
hell, therefore to reward the dog and punish Balaam, the dog's soul 
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was put into Balaam's body, and went to paradise, while the soul of 
Balaam was despatched in the body of the dog to hell. 

Wednesday, August 8th. — We rode to the site of an ancient city 
called Sunete. A little village of the same name, and of only fifty 
houses, now stands there. Tradition says that this was a great, ido- 
latrous city, whose Rajah, among other atrocities, daily devoured a 
man for his dinner. A neighbouring Wall at length prayed for 
vengeance on this impious Rajali and his people — an earthquake 
swallowed them up and desolated the city, which is now a succes- 
sion of hills of pounded brick, no other trace of buildings being 
visible. It is also full of scorpions. 

I have just heard a fact, which at first I thought was meant as a 
jest, until G. assured me it was true. The Baniahs (or shopkeepers) 
on opening their shops in the morning, are in the habit of wonhiph' 
ping the httle stool on which they sit (all HindGs occasionally wor- 
ship the implements of their calling), and pray, ^ great stool I 
send me to-day many customers with full purses and empty heads I" 
We passed a P'aqir's dwelling as we came home fix)m our nde ; some 
of them were ploughing, others smoking. I did not know before 
that they over combined labour and begging. 

The Biklis seem an active, enteq^rising people. Near one village 
we found a little plantation that the Tamindars were rearing with 
care, having procured them from cantonments. All their villages 
seem to be walled, so that from the outside a long, high mud wall 
is often all that is to be seen of them. There is generally a gate 
at each end. Within, the houses are very closely p^oked, each with 
a little yard of its own, which is genenuly full of very lean cattle, 
many of them buffaloes. Sometimes it is a puzzle to find out how 
the cattle ever got in, o^ how they were ever to get out a^ain. The 
streets are so narrow that it required all our huge elephant's care 
and caution to move along without knocking down the rain-spouts 
on the one hand, or the (»kes of manure, diying on the top of the 
wall, on the other. 

September 2d. — We had a delightful ride among green lanes 
that were quite refreshing to our eyes. Bow and Nel accompany 
us and sometimes chase a wild buck, sometimes a tame cat, and 
sometimes have a fight with the numerous noisy Pari&h dogs which 
infest the villages. 

Miss W. telk me that in the villages near Ndkoda, the people 
have one common oven (i. e, a deep pit such as they have here), 
which, when thoroughly neated, is opened, and each woman, witn 
her vessel of flour and water on her head, claps her chapdtis against 
the side of it, identifying them by some particular mark. The 
oven is then shut, and you may fancy the gossiping which takes 
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place wMle the cakes are baking. They keep their cattle, grain, 
and fodder in like manner in common, each man having his own 
stack, or. his own cattle, in the public enclo3ure. This is an excel- 
lent protection against private pilfering. The Mdrwatis, a tribe 
near the hills, and in the lowlands at the foot of them, which are 
calle!l the Terai, are noted cattle-lifters. Mr. W., the indefatigable 
magistrate of Mor^d&bad, has nearly suppressed cattle-stealing in 
his. district, by making every village responsible for every head of 
cattle «which could be traced as having entered its boundaries. 
..^Nothing interesting from Multdn. General Whish's force has 
been there a long while, that from Loodiana has also arrived, and 
they are now waiting for the siege train, very much like ** Sir 
|liphard waiting for the Earl of Chatham.*' In the meantime an 
outbreak has taken place in the Hazireh country. Captain Abbot 
said, he could put it down mthout assistance, but Major Lawrence 
and Lieutenant Nicholson are both of opiuiou that British troops 
¥dU be necessary, and Major L. has written to urge Sir F. Currie 
to. send them immediately. 

... Since we received his letter we hear that Captain Abbot is in 
full flight, and that Chattar Sing, the leader of the Haz^ra insur- 
gents, is threatening L4hore. Almost all the troops here expect 
to be moved onwards, and those iu Jolluudur are ready to start at 
a moment*s notice. That crafty old tyrant, Gulab Sing, is gather* 
ing an army, ostensibly to act against Chattar Sing, but as many 
of his troops have joined Chattar Sing, one 'cannot place much 
faith in his assertions that he cannot control them. I believe he 
is just waiting to see which end of the scale is the heaviest The 
annexation of the Panj&b is spoken of as certain, and I hope 
Kashmir will be included, for hardly any country in the world 
groans under greater oppression and extortion of every kind than 
poor Kashmir. . .,. 

7th. — ^The siege at Mult&n was expected to begin in earnest 
about this date. Mulr&j has caught some unfortunate Ghascuts 
(t. e, grasscutters), and is said to have had them speared to death 
in his presence. lie is incessantly carrying off camuls from our 
force. H. M.'s 29th came in the other morning : we found them 
parading on the high road, and were, therefore, obliged to stop. 
One's heart warmed to a regiment of one's own countrymen. They 
looked mere boys ; there was hardly a whisker or a head of dark 
hair to be seen down the whole line : they struck me as remark- 
ably smart looking and clean. I believe it is considered a *^ crack 
regiment" The men are very much undersized, after the Hindus- 
tani regiments : there was a huge Bengal Grenadier standing by, 
who looked a perfect giant 



AKD JAM. Sil 



SepCcBber aik— We kare becK swk ftwvcd «l iMrayrfdi^ 
of Suad If vtcsi Skals a OJtirtta. H« v«i lk« mhi 
i aUiMMi gat of obCaiuv tlw idem of Ike ko sli^ t a uvl m »Mme 
a A%liiBisiaB, and wiOim Uie bet two jmis W v«ft 9t^ al IW 
greal pofl of his life, bj Lord HaidiM^ to K4bal» n Wi » W Mpc^ 
eeeded ia icKoiBg iq>wardB of 100 diildKa of oar S^|4Jii» aad 
camp folkmen (amooff ibem aa &^;fi^ borX ^^ TOWf^ vlMI^ 
8aiad Bea Khia, hai detcnniaed oa gob^ to OiOeMtt^ lo <nmN«- 
▼oar to oUaia a oontiniiatioa of his &Uier^ peaaioa tor IdaniMlf a^l 
hm a mneru uB broUien and sisften. Wo baTO giTea bim aa VMii^ 
letten of latrodacdoa as wo oould. 

I was much amosed at a fltoiy Mn. GL related to wo of ono of Wr 
andes, a dTiIiaii, wbo was eztremelj paHMsnlar abottt Mgb €a»4a 
wrrantB, and wbo treated tbem magnifiooitlj, drened tbem ia Sli|t" 
lish broaddotb, dtc Tbn pearl of masteis oaoe garo a diaaw 
partj, and tbe diniier being delajed long after bis gweats ^WHO 
aasembled, be proceeded bimself to tbe kitdien to discoTer tbe rMh 
son. Tbeie be fonnd all bis senrants standing in a row, witb tbeir 
backs towards bim, eacb man proving bis ortbodoxj bj aoltain^ 
spitting in rotation on a fine bam/wbicb was about to be terrtd nn 
to tbe company I Now observe tbat tbis excess of Musahnia ^ w^ 
was manifested bj a whole party ; but man in sodety and man in 
solitude are different bditgs, as ' waiy ))roYed by H ladj, wbo dit- 
covered ber Khanadman eating a tbiok slioe oi bain oovtutd witb 
raspbenyjami » • • v '^^ 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Painda Eh&n. — ^Reoonnaiasanoe. — Siege of MnltAn. — General Whish. — Re- 
pulse on 9th. — Wounded. — ^Abandoned — Success on the 12th of Sep- 
tember. — ^Want of Artillery Officers. — ^A Royal Salute. — Shir Sing joins 
Mulral.-^Iieutenant Edwardes. — The Siege Raised. — Qeneral Ventura's 
GriticisDL — No Co-operation. — ^Distance of First Parallel — Sepahis won't 
Work. — ^Letter from Major O. Lawrence. — Scarcity. — Note from Major 
Lawrence.— Gooinehffuar Seized. — ^Prince Shahpbr^ Children.— -Shop.— 
Poor Musalm&n and his Wife. — ^Loss of Life at Sea. — ^Lieutenant Liuce's 
Stratagem. — 60th Lines too Strong. — Se|Mihis Children. — IVeoedenee.— 
A Thug. — ^Mr& O. Lawrence. — ^Economy m Sind. — ^Lord Gough. 

Sbptembbb' 11th.— a most curious morning, cloudy, almost 
foggy, with no air ; and afterwards we had a regular hot wind, 
such as one expects in May, so that we had the tatti up (he whole 
day : the butter and water became auite cold when placed in Uie 
thormautidote, aud it was impossible to luaro the house in the 
evening. Not even 0. ventured out ; but we sat shut up, till bed- 
time. 

To-day (12th) it is something of the same sort of weather. At 
Mult4n they are complaining of the paucity of engineer and artil- 
leiy officers. The town has been summoned, with no effect, and 
they hoped to open the batteries on the 10th. It is a very anxious 
time for the poor ladies here. Two Afghdns called here the other 
day : the younger, Y&kub Kh4n, travelled up the country with 0. 
in 1840, and used constantly to come to his tent and ask for me- 
dicine, meaning thereby brandy ; the elder, Paind& Kh&n, is a 
most gallant man, who distinguished himself greatly under that 
iiiie ollicor. Captain Woodburu, near Kandaliar, and received a 
very severe wound in his leg. lie did such good service, tliat a 
small pension is now allowed him, until he can be permanently 
employed by our government. They are sons of Muhammad 
Sheriff Zabtbeghi, or master of confiscations to Shah Shuj&h, who 
was killed gallantly fighting with the Niz&m-ud-Doulah and the 
6hah*8 Hindustani Paltan, on the first day of the insurrection at 
EAbul, when no entreaties of Captain John Conolly and others 
could induce Colonel Shelton to let a single man or gun go to 
their succour. The younger son, Y&kub, joined mv husband at 
Istilif^ but disappeared when the assault began. On this and divers 
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otber accounts C. received Yakub rather coolly, when he called 
last year to ask his interest on a law-suit, which he is carrying on 
against Bans! Dar ^a rich 6ani4h, who also came to ask my hus- 
band's assistance), out now coming with his gallant brother he 
met with a better reception. I will now add a sketch of Mult&n, 
and then give you some extracts and abstracts from the letters we 
have seen from camp. 

" General Whish's force from Lahore reached Multan some days 
before the Sappers and Engineer train from Loodiana and Firozpur. 
The Sappers came in August 8 1st, in excellent health, in spite of the 
intense heat on the mnrcTi. 

^ September 1st — ^A grand reconnaissance was made. General 
Whish (Commanding Force), Major Napier (Chief Engineer), and 
a crowd of En^neers and amateurs, stalled mm camp at half-past 
five A.M., with H. M.'s 40th Native Infantry, one troop Horse Aiiil- 
lery, two companies H. M.*s d2nd, and some Cavalry. They moved 
to the Idgah (a Muhammadan place of prayer, to which they resort 
after the feast of the R4mazdn, and at the Feast of the Goat, when 
each family oflfers a goat in sacrifice, in commemoration of Abra- 
ham's sacrifice : there is generally an Idgah near every Indian 
town). This was the spot where poor Anderson and Agnew were 
murcfered. The amateurs were desired to stay with the tr^ps about 
2000 yards from the Idgah, which is about 900 yards from the fort^ 
close range. After twenty minutes spent in taking angles, Ac., 
Major Napier said ho had completed his work, when crash went the 
report of a gun at about 600 yards, and a round shot came in 
amongst us. Most of the officers were out of place against orders, 
and a general rush back ensued. There was providentially an in- 
terval of a couple of minutes between the first and second shots, 
which were fired with great precision, without, however, taking 
efiect The next few shots were more rapid. I am thankful to 
say, no lives were lost. Had grape been used in the first instance, 
the execution Would have been terrible ; but the range was rather 
too for for it. 

'^The country round Multan is cut up by numerous small and deep 
watercuts, many of them having no water in them, others being 
quite full. The sides, generally high banks of earth, which few 
horses will face. Unless the exact place to cross is well known, an 
enemy could easily intercept the passage; but no cavalry was 
opposed to us, and we got back safely, having again experienced the 
sensation of the remarkable sh-sh, which accompanies round shot 
Edwardes moved towards us a few miles yesterday. Mulr&j is con- 
stantly looting (plundering) our camels when out grazing. This 
move of Edwardes, which was attended witli considerable ^imiisli- 
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ing without much loss of life, will protect the country towards 
BMwalpur considerably ; and if he hold his position, Mulrdj will 
not be able to come outside an this direction. Before Edwardes 
moved, the road to.Bh4walpur, was so completely unprotected, that 
we expected a sortie to be made on the Sappers when the regiment 

"There was a good deal of skirmishing yesterday between 
Edwardes* and Lake's people, and Mulr&j's advanced pickets, sup- 
ported by the town. It is said that Mulr4j, on seeding out some 
of his troops, planted three guns in the gateway, and threatened to 
fire on them if they did not fight They were driven out of the 
village of Joghi M&i, which, however, they retook.. Anor4er has 
just appeared, prohibiting .ofScers, going on reconnoitering parties 
unl^ warned. .. 

" September. 5th. — Yesterday the heavy, guns and- siege train 
arrived ; so now our little force is complete. Edwardes has some 
20,000 men (all Sikhs and Patans), and wo havo abouteOOO. Shere 
Sing, who is not trusted, is, you will perceive, on the other side of 
the.Nfdlah, which- is the finest canal I have. seen. in luilia.. It is 
about 'thirty or forty feet broad, and very deep, and- its banks very 
steep. There is very little water in it. Glover (a young Engineer 
officer) having succeeded in stopping, up the mouths, of tlie canal, 

of which it has two • 

. ff Our ordnance consists of six 24 and six 18-pounders, t^ree 10- 
indiand fourB-inch Jiowitzers, tliroe lO-hich, six 8-iuoli, niul four 
5il-inch mortars, — ^iu all, thirty-two splendid pieces of ordnance, 
besides two troops of Horse Artillery. . It is generally believed that 
the attack will take place on the town towards the south-^ast corner. 
This morning the usual summons was sent to Mulr&j and the townst 
people, dialling upon. him to surrender unconditionally, with his 
troops;.. and on the latter, to throw themselves oti our protection, 
and leave Uie town, in which case their lives will be spared and their 
property respected. A salute of twenty-one guns was fired at a 
general parade this morning, by the 24-pounders, to which Mulrdj 
answered with round shot, which fell fur short of the mark. Camels 
are continually going in and out for Jao (barley), with strong guards, 
as Muldtj is quite free, and does us a great deal more miscnief than 
we can do him, in the way of catching our camels, d^c, and killing 
our camp followers. There are two mfles between us and Edwardes' 
camp, and no one can go there without an escort. 

^ Wednesday, September 6th. — A plan was formed for attacking 
the suburbs on the south-east, first shelling and then storming them. 

" September 7th. — ^Tlie plan of attack, viz. taking the suburbs hj 
assault, has been given up. Tlie General is said to have had poll- 
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tical reasons for wishing to strike a decisive blow ; but these reasons 
having somehow or other vanished, it has been decided to approach 
the town gradually by parallels. Mf^or Garbett says he will be 
able to breach the town-wall ready to storm on the 10th instant. 
A line of batteries is now being constructed in front of Edwardes, 
and on the left of our position, having the R4m Tlrath for the startr 
ing point on the right R4m Ti'raih is a village, with a pucka 
(brick) tank in its centre, and naturaUy a very strong place. A 
gun which Mulr4j fires fit>m the north-'east bastion, from a tomb 
called Bah&wal Hug, annoys them a. good deal. It keeps firing 
steadily every minute,.and nearly always hits the village. . Very hot 
here, indeed. > i i . . i . « .• ... > . ..; 

^ September Oth.-^Mulraj is acting offensively and we defensively 1 
It is believed we shall have to rush on and take, a, couple of mounds, 
on one of which we have allowedi the. enemy to erect a battery. So 
we are erecting batteries here to make Mulraj undo what he. has 
done under our very noses,. since we took up this position. .Our 
trenches are regularly outflanked every niffht. ; Everj^hing ffoes on 
with the greatest coolness, and as if we. had. every intention ofispendr 
ing our lives in this delightful locality. .. . ., . 

** September 10th. — ^I'hcre ,was an awful skrimmage last nighty 
and I am very sorry to > say, one that has. been. a Cnilure in execution 
and attended with considerable loss of. life. The. enemy were in 
force, at the place marked * Point for the second .paralloV About 600 
yards iQ front of our first parallel. . No one dreamt that, there, was 
such a thing as a house or anything but a garden there, but when 
a wing of H. M.^s 10th arrived <at the spot in the jdark, knowing 
neither <where they were going,, nor ,what they were going* to do, a 
heavy shower of bullets from a house and wall loopholed to the top, 
and upwards of nine feet high, opened upon them. The lObh and 
49th Native Infantry were repulsed, Richardson and Irwin of the 
40th very badly wounded, the former by sword cuts (of which he 
has no less than ten) and the latter by a ball which struck him in 
the shoulder and came out above the hip, evidently from the top of 
a tree. Colonel Markham (3 2nd) has a flesh wound in the thigh. 

*' Captain Christopher, conunanding ^ Comet' steamer, has had 
his leg smashed above the ancle by a cannon shot He was a 
volunteer, leading on a detachment of Europeans. Captain Stock, 
of H. M.'s 10th, reported missing (and up to the 15th, our last 
accounts, has not been heard of), seventy-two killed and woimded 
in the 10th. The night work is awful, always fighting." From Dr. 
Dempster, superintending surgeon of the force, we heard the same 
day that there were altogether ninety killed and wounded, and that 
two unfortunate 10th soldiers were left behind wounded in tho 
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child would have sweetmeats ; because, added he, he will cry, and 
I love him so much I cannot refuse him anything. He also 
inquired if he might put sugar in the water, or ^^else perhaps he 
will not drink it'' I was quite at a loss for any measures which 
had the least chance of being adopted in such a state of domestic 
discipline, which, however, is the prevailing one throughout India. 

There was a slight earthquake here yesterday morning, so slight 
that I, who was standing, did not feel it ; but my husband and the 
Babu in the next room, who were both seated, distinctly felt the 
tremor. 

I went the other morning to see about three hundred Sikhs of 
the regiment sworn in. A man carried the Granth (their sacred 
book) wrapped in a white cloth, on a small charpai, upon his head, 
the Granthi gravely following it with a chouri, or fly-flap of horse- 
hair, with which he drove away the flies from it. The bearer 
walked to the front of each company, and as many men as could 
conveniently stand round it slipped oflf their shoes, touched the 
book with one or both hands, made sal&m to it, and then kept 
their hands either on it or its charpai while the Granthi read the 
oath. Each man said, ^*I, so and so, son of such a one, of such 
village, and such a Pergannah (district^, swear to be faithful to my 
salt, d^c" They then made another saUm to the Granthi, stepped 
back and got into their shoes, and C. niade them a short speech. 

Dr. Tumbull, of the Sappers, has just returned from escorting 
the Rani to Amballa. The heat in tents was so great, that a tum- 
bler which had been standing on the table, when filled with water 
from a jar in the tatti, split as if it had been ice. 

July 8th. — A letter from Lahore tells us of another fight in which 
Mulr4j has been worsted, which is a cause of thankfulness. 

August 1st, 1848. — My husband was with the C.'s when the Ad- 
jutant of the Sappers and Pioneers came over and said they were to 
march the following evening for Multan. Mrs. C. behaved exceed- 
ingly well. She neither wept nor said anything, only drew a deep 
dgh. They begged us to go to them both that and the following 
evening, which we did. The second evening, when Mr. C. expected 
to march at eleven, the confusion was great, camels loading, bed- 
ding boxes, everything lying about Mrs. C. had been packmg for 
two whole days; her husband, incessantly occupied as Quarter- 
master and Interpreter, had hardly one mmute to himself or his 
own affairs. Their table servants refused to go with him, so I sent 
one of ours on a camel to fetch a relation of his from a village, 
together with some goats, and when we had thus caught a 
Kh^dmatg^r, and he was waiting till Mr. C. could speak to him, 
the old servants, who began to repent, sent him away, so at the 
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last moment there was none. C. summoned an Afgh&n whom he 
had got a few days previously as Chowkedar, or watchman, for the 
C,\ and told him he must go on the march. ^Bechasm," he 
said, '* on my eyes be it I will only fetch my clothes and my gun.'' 
C. desired him to leave his gun with Hasan Eh4n, as his sword 
would be sufficient, and he came back, I think in less than an 
hour, quite ready. ' 

0. also sent for a very clever servant of Major Pottinger's, who 
was with him at Charekar, Dasundee by hame, commonly called 
Jeswanti, a man of this country who was with him in ' captivity^ 
and who, when Akbar's standard fell down by accident at Tezin, 
shouted out **Shahba^hI" in defiance of consequences. ; < • 

lie was afterwards employed as Chaprasi by Sir Richmond 
Shakespeare, and gained much credit by capturing a noted robber, 
and then getting leave for a few months, he stayed away between 
two and three years, thus losing a good place for no reason what- 
ever. Not long ago he came to us, and has been staying until C. 
could get employment for him. i , ' 

'Captain Sid dons gave Mr. C. leave to stay behind one march, so 
that he' did not start till the next morning. I found the Khidmat^ 
^ar who had been sent away at our own house, and we despatched 
him aftisr his new master on a camel. Jeswanti proves invaluable. 
The 8th cavalry have since left, so that nothing but disconsolate 
ladies remain. ' . '■ r . 

This is good proof that troops can march in hot weather, for it 
is a more trying season now than it was in May. / ' 

We began making preparations for moVing into Mrs. C.'s house, 
and did so on the 20th of July, with no Other adventure than 
having the cart which went to and fro with our baggage seized by 
the Tahsildar, during the momentary absence of ue 8ep4hi who 
accompanied it My husband immediatelv wrote a peremptory 
order for its restoration, and when w<^ got it back made two Sepahis 
with fixed bayonets gu^rd it on its journeys. The next morning 
there was a curious nitting. 

About half-past five I went over on the elephant, taking Louisa 
Silvester and **Nel'' with me. In the back seat were three folding 
chairs and a pair of silver candlesticks, and we were preceded by 
two Dhobis carrying our clothes on a charpai, four Kulis with a 
table turned upside down, and filled with books, on their heads,- 
divers people whose identity was lost under the bundles they car- 
ried, and an Orderly gravely marching along with our three little 
parrots in a cage, looking like Horace Vemet's foraging recruit 
By the evening we were idmost settled. It is a very lar^ house, in 
the old 60th Lines, in the most airy situation in Loodiana. The 
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child would have sweetmeats ; because, added he, he will cry, and 
I love him so much I cannot refuse him anything. He also 
inquired if he might put sugar in the water, or ^else perhaps he 
will not drink it" I was quite at a loss for any measures which 
had the least chance of being adopted in such a state of domestic 
discipline, which, however, is the prevailing one throughout India. 

There was a slight earthquake here yesterday morning, so slight 
that I, who was standing, did not feel it ; but my husband and the 
Babu in the next room, who were both seated, distinctly felt the 
tremor. 

I went the other morning to see about three hundred Sikhs of 
the regiment sworn in. A man carried the Granth (their sacred 
book) wrapped in a white cloth, on a small charpai, upon his head, 
the Granthi gravely following it with a chouri, or fly-flap of horse- 
hair, with which he drove away the flies from it. The bearer 
walked to the front of each company, and as many men as could 
conveniently stand round it slipped oflf their shoes, touched the 
book with one or both hands, made sal&m to it, and then kept 
their hands either on it or its charpai while the Granthi read the 
oath. Each man said, ^4, so and so, son of such a one, of such 
village, and such a Pergannah (district^, swear to be faithful to my 
salt, d^c." They then made another saUm to the Granthi, stepped 
back and got into their shoes, and C. miade them a short speedi. 

Dr. Tumbull, of the Sappers, has just returned from escorting 
the Rani to Amballa. The heat in tents was so great, that a tum- 
bler which had been standing on the table, when filled with water 
from a jar in the tatti, split as if it had been ice. 

July 8th. — A letter from Lahore tells us of another fight in which 
Mulr4j has been worsted, which is a cause of thankfulness. 

August 1st, 1848. — My husband was with the C.'s when the Ad- 
jutant of the Sappers and Pioneers came over and said they were to 
march the following evening for Multan. Mrs. C. behaved exceed- 
ingly well. She neither wept nor said anything, only drew a deep 
sigh. They begged us to go to them both that and the following 
evening, which we did. The second evening, when Mr. C. expected 
to march at eleven, the confusion was great, camels loading, bed- 
ding boxes, everything lying about Mrs. C. had been packmg for 
two whole days; her husband, incessantly occupied as Quarter- 
master and Interpreter, had hardly one mmute to himself or his 
own affairs. Their table servants refused to go with him, so I sent 
one of ours on a camel to fetch a relation of his from a village, 
together with some goats, and when we had thus caught a 
Kh^dmatg^r, and he was waiting till Mr. C. could speak to him, 
the old servants, who began to repent, sent him away, so at the 
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last moment there was none. C. summoned an Afgh&n whom he 
had got a few days previously as Chowkedar, or watchman, for the 
C.\ and told him he must go on the march. ^Bechasm,*^ he 
said, ** on my eyes be it I will only fetch my clothes and my gun.'' 
C. desired him to leave his gun with Hasan Eh4n, as his sword 
would be sufficient, and he came back, I think in less than an 
hour, quite ready. • 

0. also sent for a very clever servant of Major Pottinger's, who 
was with him at Charekar, Dasundee by hame, commonly called 
Jeswanti, a man of this country who was with him in ' captivityi 
and who, when Akbar's standard fell down by accident at Tezin, 
shouted out ** Shahba^h I " in defiance of consequences. < • 

lie was afterwards employed as Chaprasi by Sir Richmond 
Shakespeare, and gained much credit by capturing a noted robber, 
and then getting leave for a few months, he stayed- away between 
two and three years, thus losing a good place for no reason what- 
ever. Not long ago he came to us, and has been staying until C. 
could get employment for him. * . ' 

'Captain Siddons gave Mr. C. leave to stay behind one march, so 
that he did not start till the next morning. I found the Khidmat^ 
nr who had been sent away at our own house, and we despatched 
im after his new master on a camel. Jeswanti proves invaluable. 
The 8th cavalry have since left, so that nothing but disconsolate 
ladies remain. ' 

This is good proof that troops can march in hot weather, for it 
is a more trying season now than it was in May. 

We began making preparations for mdVing into Mrs. C.'s house, 
and did so on the 20th of July, with no Other adventure than 
having the cart which went to and fro with our baggage seized by 
the Tahsildar, during the momentary absence of ue 8ep4hi who 
accompanied it My husband immediately wrote a peremptory 
order for its restoration, and when wc^gotit Sack made two Sepahis 
with fixed bayonets gu^rd it on its journeys. The next morning 
there was a curious nitting. 

About half-past five I went over on the elephant, taking Louisa 
Silvester and ^^Nel" with me. In tlie back seat were three folding 
chairs and a pair of silver candlesticks, and we were preceded by 
two Dhobis carrying our clothes on a charpai, four Kulis with a 
table turned upside down, and filled with oooks, on their heads,- 
divers people whose identity was lost under the bundles they car- 
ried, and an Orderly gravely marching along with our three little 
parrots in a cage, looking like Horace Vemet's foraging recruit 
By the evening we were almost settled. It is a very large house, in 
the old 50th Lines, in the most airy situation in lx>o£ana. The 
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rooms are very large and lofty, and the whole house much cooler 
than our former one. The verandalis are magnificent 

Miss W., Mrs. C.'s sister, arrived about a week after, and we like 
her extremely. We have had one or two showers of heavy rain, 
which is a great blessing, as without rain a famine would certainly 
have ensued, but in consequence of one of these showers sudi 
swarms of white ants, in their winded state, made their appearance 
one evening, that we were fisurly dnven out of the house, and took 
our tea in flie garden. One of the tea cups on the dining-table was 
half full of them : they disappeared the next day. 

K it were not a pity to kill them, I would send you specimens of 
some of the grasshoppers and other insects, which are quite beauti- 
fiiL One wiui brilliant green and yellow bands all over its body, 
has its inner vrings of a beautiful red gauze-like texture ; another is 
pale green, with a most curious head ; another is most beautifully 
speckled. 

The night after we came up here the wife of one of the Sais was 
bitten by a large scorpion on the finger. She was in great pain 
when she came to us, but Mr. 0. applied a paste of ipecacuanha and 
water, and covered the wound with it, which relieved the pain 
almost immediately. 

The heat on the march to Ferozpur was by no means so mat as 
they anticipated, but the confusion at Ferozpur was almost Myond 
description. Contradictory orders came from the Commander-in- 
Ghie( the Qeneral of Division, and the Commandant of the Station- 
one day the Sappers were to march by the right bank, the next by 
the left, then they were to go by water, then they were told to do 
as they liked. The Quartermaster, in despair, went to Capt F., who 
is Brigade-Major, to ask what he was to do; and the latter could 
only comfort him by showing the orders he himself had received, 
which were equally contradictory and incomprehensible. After all 
they were sent by water, and we have at last heard of their arrival 
at bhdwalpur, where tliey expect to have to wait a month for the 
siege train. Tlien the 8Ui Cavalry were ordered from Loodiana to 
Ferozpur ; they started with only half the carriage required, and 
twelve hours after came a counter-order, desiring £em not to move, 
if they had not ahready left They were only ten miles of^ stopped 
by rain and want of carriage, still the Brigadier could not recall 
them. 

August 10th. — ^The other day my husband read the *^ History of 
Balaam" to the Munshf ; the latter added a Musalmdn finale to it, 
by gravely relating that there was once a most virtuous dog, and 
as it was impossible that the body of a prophet could be sent to 
hell, therefore to reward the dog and punish Balaam, the dog's soul 
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was put into Balaam's body, and went to paradise, while the soul of 
Balaam was despatched in the body of the dog to hell. 

Wednesday, August 8th. — We rode to the site of an ancient city 
called Sunete. A little village of the same name, and €i only fifty 
houses, now stands there. Tradition says that this was a greats ido- 
latrous city, whose Rajah, among other atrocities, daily devoured a 
man for ids dinner. A neighbouring Wall at length prayed for 
vengeance on this impious Kajali and his people — ^an earthquake 
swallowed them up and desolated the city, which is now a succes- 
sion of hills of pounded brick, no other trace of buildings being 
visible. It is also full of scorpions. 

I have just heard a factf which at first I thought was meant as a 
jest^ until G. assured me it was true. The Baniahs (or shopkeepers) 
on opening their shops in the morning, are in the habit of wonhiph- 
ping the httle stool on which they sit (all Hind68 occasionally wor- 
ship the implements of their calling), and pray, ^ O great stool I 
send me to-day many customers with full purses and empty heads P 
We passed a Faqir's dwelling as we came home firom our nde ; some 
of them were ploughing, others smoking. I did not know before 
that they over combinea labour and begging. 

The BikliA seem an active, enterjirisitig people. Near one village 
we found a little plantation that the Tamindars were rearing with 
care, having procured them from cantonments. All their villages 
seem to be walled, so that from the outside a long, high mud wall 
is often all that is to be seen of them. There is generally a gate 
at each end. Within, the houses are very closely packed, each with 
a little yard of its own, which is generally full of very lean cattle, 
many of them buflfaloes. Sometimes it is a puzzle to find out how 
the cattle ever got in, ox how they were ever to get out again. The 
streets are so narrow that it required all our huge elephant's care 
and caution to move along without knocking down the rainnspouts 
on the one hand, or the cakes of manure, di^ng on the top of the 
wall, on the other. 

September 2d. — We had a delightful ride among green lanes 
that were quite refreshing to our eyes. Bow and Nel accompany 
us and sometimes chase a wild buck, sometimes a tame cat, and 
sometimes have a fight with the numerous noisy Parish dogs which 
infest the villages. 

Miss W. tells me that in the villages near N&koda, the people 
have one common oven (i, e, a deep pit such as they have here), 
which, when thoroughly neated, is opened, and each woman, witk 
her vessel of fiour and water on her head, claps her chap&tis against 
tlie side of it, identifying them by some particular mark. The 
oven is then shut, and you may fancy the gossiping which takes 
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place while the cakes are baking. They keep their cattle, grain, 
and fodder in like manner in common, each man having his own 
stack, or. his own cattle, in the public enclo3ure. This is an excel- 
lent protection against private pilfering. The Mdrwatis, a tribe 
near the hills, and in the lowlands at the foot of them, which are 
called the Ter^, are noted cattle-lifters. Mr. W., the indefatigable 
magistrate of Mordd^bad, has nearly suppressed cattle-stealing in 
liis. district, by making every village responsible for tsvery head of 
cattle «which could be traced as having entered its boundaries. 

.J^Othing interesting from Multdn. Qeneral Whish's force has 
been there a long while, that from Loodiana has also arrived, and 
they are now waiting for the siege train, very much like " Sir 
|lichard waiting for the Earl of Chatham." In the meantime an 
outbreak has taken place in the Hazareh country. Captain Abbot 
said, he could put it down mthout assistance, but Major Lawrence 
and Lieutenant Nicholson are both of opinion that British troops 
will be necessary, and Major L. has written to urge Sir F. Currie 
to. send them immediately. 

...Since we received his letter we hear that Captain Abbot is in 
full flight, and that Chattar Sing, the leader of the HazAra insur- 
gents, is threatening Ldhore. Almost all the troops here expect 
to be moved onwards, and those in Jollaudor are ready to start at 
a nioment*s notice. That crafty old tyrant, Gulab Sing, is gather* 
ing an army, ostensibly to act against Chattar Sing, but as many 
of his troops have joined Chattar Sing, one cannot place much 
&ith in his assertions that he cannot control them. I believe he 
is just waiting to see which end of the scale is the heaviest. The 
annexation ot the Panj&b is spoken of as certain, and I hope 
Kashmir will be included, for hardly any country in the world 
groans under greater oppression and extortion of every kind than 
poor Kashmir. .,. 

7th. — ^The siege at Mult&n was expected to begin in earnest 
about this date. Mulr4j has caught some unfortunate Qhascuts 
(i, e, grasscutters), and is said to have had them speared to death 
in his presence. lie is incessantly carrying off camels from our 
force. H. M.'s 20th came in the other morning : we found them 
parading on the high road, and were, therefore, obliged to stop. 
One*s heart warmed to a regiment of one's own countrymen. They 
looked mere boys ; there was hardly a whisker or a head of dark 
hair to be seen down the whole line : they struck me as remark- 
ably smart looking and clean. I believe it is considered a ^ crack 
regiment" The men are very much undersized, after the Hindus- 
tani regiments : there was a huge Bengal Grenadier standing by, 
who looked a perfect giant 
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September 8tb. — ^We have been much grieved at hearing of the 
death of Saiad Murtezd Shah, in Calcutta. He was the main 
instrument of obtaining the release of the hostages and prisoners 
in A%h&ni8tan, and within the last two years he was sent, at the 
great peril of his life, by Lord Hardinge to E4bul, where he suc- 
ceeded in rescuing upwards of 100 children of our Sep4his and 
camp followers (amon^ them an English boy). His young son, 
Saiad Rea Kh4n, has determined on going to Calcutta, to endea- 
vour to obtain a continuation of his father's pension for lumself and 
his numerous brothers and sisters. We have given him as many 
letters of introduction as we could. 

I was much amused at a story Mrs. C. related to me of one of her 
uncles, a civilian, who was extremely particular about high caste 
servants, and who treated them magnificently, dressed them in Eng- 
lish broadcloth, A^c, This pearl of masters once gave a dinner 
party, and the dinner being delayed long after his guests were 
assembled, he proceeded himself to the kitchen to discover the rea- 
son. There he found all his servants standing in a row, with their 
backs towards him, each mali proving his orthodoxy by solenmly 
spitting in rotation on a fine ham, 'which was about to be served up 
to the company I Now observe that this excess of Musalm4n " zeal" 
was manifested by a whole party ;* but man in society and man in 
solitude are different b^iilgs^ as-* watf J>rov^ by ii lady, who dis- 
covered her Ehansdman eating a thick slice of ham covered with 
rtopberry jami ' .' • ' ^ v •• ' 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

PaindA Eh&n. — ^Reoonnaiisanoe. — Siege of MnltiiL — General Whish. — ^Re- 
pulse on 9th. — Wounded. — ^Abandoned — Success on the 12th of Sep- 
tember. — Want of Artillery Officers. — A Royal Salute. — Shir Sing joins 
Mulraj.—Lieutenant Edwardes. — The Sieee Raised. — General Ventura's 
OriticisnL — No Co-operation. — Distance of First Parallel. — Sepahis won't 
Work. — ^Letter from Major G. Lawrence. — Scarcity. — Note from Major 
Lawrence.^-Gooinehffiiar Seized. — ^Prince Shahpdr^ Children. — Shop.— - 
Poor Musalm&n and liis Wife. — ^Loas of life at Sea. — ^Lieutenant Lake's 
Stratagem. — 50th lines too Strong. — Sej^his Children.— l^reoedenoe.-— 
A Thug. — ^Mrs. G. Lawrence. — ^Economy m Sind. — ^Lord Gough. 

Sbptsmbbb* 11th.-— *A moBt curious morning, cloudy, almost 
foggy, with no air ; and afterwards we had a regular hot wind, 
such as one expects in May, so that we had the tatti up the whole 
day : tlie butter and water became auite cold when placed in tlie 
thormautidote, aud it was impoBsible to louro the house in the 
evening. Not even C. ventured out ; but we sat shut up, till bed- 
time. 

To-day (12th) it is something of the same sort of weather. At 
Multdn they are complaining or the paucity of engineer and artil- 
lery officers. The town has been summoned, with no effect, and 
they hoped to open the batteries on the 10th. It is a very anxious 
time for the poor ladies here. Two Afghdns called here the other 
day : the younger, Y6kub Kh&n, travelled up the country with C. 
in 1840, and used constantly to come to his tent and ask for me- 
dicine, meaning thereby brandy ; the elder, Palnd4 Kh4n, is a 
most gallant man, who distinguished himself greatly under that 
iiiie oilicor. Captain VVoodburu, near Kundoliar, and received a 
very severe wound in his leg. lie did such good service, that a 
small pension is now allowed him, until he can be permanently 
employed by our government They are sons of Muhammad 
Sherif, Zabtbeghi, or master of confiscations to Shah 8huj&h, who 
was killed gallantly fighting with the Niz&m-ud-Doulah and the 
Shah's Uindustani Paltan, on the first day of the insurrection at 
£[4bul, when no entreaties of Captain John Conolly and others 
could induce Colonel Shelton to let a single man or gun go to 
their succour. The younger son, Y&kub, joined my husband at 
Isi&Iif^ but disappeared when the assault began. On this and divers 
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other accounts C. received Yakub ratber coolly, when he called 
last year to ask his interest on a lawHSuit, which he is carrying on 
against Bansi Dar ^a rich Bani4h, who also came to ask my hus- 
band's assistance), out now coming with his gallant brother he 
met with a better reception. I will now add a sketch of Mult&n, 
and then crive you some extracts and abstracts from the letters we 
have seen from camp. 

^' General Whish's force from Lahore reached Multan some days 
before the Sappers and Engineer train from Loodiana and Firozpur. 
The Sappers came in August 8 1st, in excellent health, in spite of the 
intense heat on the mnrcTi. 

** September 1st — A grand reconnaissance was made. General 
Whish (Commanding Force), Major Napier (Chief Engineer^, and 
a crowd of En^neers and amateurs, started from camp at half-past 
five A.M., with H. M.'s 40th Native Infantry, one troop Horse Artil- 
lery, two companies H. M.'s d2nd, and some Cavahy. They moved 
to the Idgah (a Muhammadan place of prayer, to which they resort 
after the feast of the R4maz&n, and at the Feast of the Goat, when 
each family offers a goat in sacrifice, in commemoration of Abra- 
ham's sacrifice : there is generally an Idgah near every Indian 
town^. This was the spot where poor Anderson and Agnew were 
murdered. The amateurs were desired to stay with the troops about 
2000 yards from the Idgah, which is about 000 yards from the fort, 
close range. After twenty minutes spent in taking angles, &c, 
Major Napier said ho had completed his work, when crash went the 
report of a gun at about 600 yards, and a round shot came in 
amongst us. Most of the officers were out of place against orders, 
and a general rush back ensued. There was providentially an in- 
terval of a couple of minutes between the first and second shots, 
which were fired with great precision, without, however, taking 
eflect The next few shots were more rapid. I am thankful to 
say, no lives were lost Had grape been used in the first instance, 
the execution Would have been terrible ; but the range was rather 
too for for it 

**The country round Multan is cut up by numerous small and deep 
watercuts, many of them having no water in them, others being 
quite full. The sides, generally high banks of earth, which few 
horses will face. Unless the exact place to cross is wdl known, an 
enemy could easily intercept the passage; but no cavalry was 
opposed to us, and we got back safely, having again experienced the 
sensation of the remarkable shnsh, which accompanies round shot 
Edwardes moved towards us a few miles yesterday. MuMj is con- 
stantly looting (plundering) our camels when out grazing. This 
move of Edwardes, which was attended witli considerable skimiisli- 
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ing without much loss of life, will protect the country towards 
Bh4walpur considerably ; and if he hold his position, Mulr4j will 
not be able to come outside an this direction. Before Edwardes 
moved, the road to .Bhd^walpur, was so completely unprotected, that 
we expected a sortie to be made on the Sappers when the regiment 
came m* •.•/ . . f . . ».<r •• " ■ . -i '•...<• «•>. • 

'^ There was a good deal of skirmishing yesterday between 
Edwardes' and Lake's people, and Mulr&j's advanced pickets, sup- 
ported by the town. It is said that Mulr4j, on seeding out some 
of his troops, planted three guns in the gateway, and threatened to 
fire on them if they did not fight They were driven out of the 
village of Joghi M4i, which, however, they retook. • Anor4er has 
just appeared, prohibiting {Officers, going on reconnoitering parties 
unl^ warned. .. 

** September. 5th. — Yesterday the heavy, guns and* siege train 
arrived ; so now our. little force is complete. Edwardes has some 
20,000 men (all Siklis and Patans), and we have about 6000. Shera 
Sing, who is not trusted, is, you will perceive, on the other side of 
the . Nallah, which is the finest canal I have, seen in India. • It is 
about.thirty or forty feet broad, and very deep, and. its banks very 
steep. There is very little water in it. Glover (a youn^ Engineer 
officer) having succeeded in stopping, up the mouths, ot die canal, 

of which it has two. ... ....... 

. ff Our ordnance consists of six 24 and six IS-pounders, tjhree 10- 
inch, and fourB-inch Jtowitzers, tliree 10-inch, six 8-iucli, and fi)ur 
6i-inch mortars, — in all, thirty-two splendid pieces of ordnance, 
besides two troops of Horse Artillery. . It is generally believed that 
the attack will take place on the town towards the south-east comer. 
This morning the usual summons was sent to Mulr4j and the towns^ 
people, xudling upon. him to surrender unconditionally, with his 
troops; .and on the latter, to throw themselves oti our. protection, 
and leave tlie town, in which case their lives will be spared and their 
property respected. A salute of twenty-one guns was fired at a 
general parade this morning, by the 24-pounders, to which Mulr4j 
answered with round shot, which fell fur short of the mark. Camels 
are continually going in and out for Jao (barley), with strong guards, 
as Mulr4j is quite free, and does us a great deal more mischief than 
we can do him, in the way of catching our camek, d^c., and killing 
our camp followers. There are two mues between us and Edwardes' 
camp, and no one can go there without an escort. 

^ Wednesday, September 6th. — A plan was formed for attacking 
the suburbs on the south-east, first shelling and then storming them. 

" September 7th. — ^The plan of attack, viz. taking the suburbs bjr 
assault, has been given up. Tlie General is said to have had poll- 
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tical reasons for wishing to strike a decisive blow ; but these reasons 
having somehow or other vanished, it has been decided to approach 
the town gradually by parallels. Major Garbett says he will be 
able to breach the town-wall ready to storm on the 10th instant. 
A line of batteries is now being constructed in front of £dwardes, 
and on the left of our position, having the R4m Tlrath for the start? 
ing point on the right R4m Tirath is a village, with a pucka 
(brick) tank in its centre, and naturally a very strong place. A 
gun which Mulr4j fires fit>m the north-'east bastion, from a tomb 
called 6ah4wal Hug, annoys them a. good deal. It keeps firing 
steadily every minute,. and nearly always hits the village. . Very hot 
here, indeed, i i ; . .... .• ... i . ,.) . .. 

^ September Oth.-^Mulraj is acting offensively and we defensively! 
It is believed we shall have to rush on and take, a, couple of mounds, 
on one of which we have allowedi the. enemy to erect a battery. So 
we are erecting batteries here to make Mulraj undo what he. has 
done under our very noses,. since we took up this position. .Our 
trenches are regularly outflanked every niffht ; Everj^hing ffoes on 
with the great^t coolness, and as if we. had. every intention ofispendr 
ing our lives in this delightful locality. .. ; .... 

** September 10th. — ^I'hcre .was an awful skrimmage last nighty 
and I am very sorry to < say, one that has. been. a Cnilure in execution 
and attended with considerable loss of. life. The/enemy were in 
force, at the place marked * Point for the second .paralloV. about 600 
yards Iq front of oiu* first parallel. . No one dreamt that, there, was 
such a thing as a house or anything but a garden there, but when 
a wing of H. M.^s 10th arrived <at the spot, in the jdark, knowing 
neither' where they were going,. nor ,what they were going* to do, a 
heavy shower of bullete from a house and wall loopholed to the top, 
and upwards of nine feet high, opened upon them. The lObh and 
49 th Native Infantry were repulsed, Richardson and Irwin of the 
40th very badly wounded, the former by sword cuts (of which he 
has no less than ten) and the latter by a ball which struck him in 
the shoulder and came out above the hip, evidently from the top of 
a tree. Colonel Markham (3 2nd) has a flesh wound in the thigh. 

^ Captain Christopher, commanding * Comet' steamer, has had 
his leg smashed above the ancle by a cannon shot He was a 
volunteer, leading on a detachment of Europeans. Captain Stock, 
of H. M.'s 10th, reported missing (and up to the 15th, our last 
accounts, has not been heard of), seventjr-two killed and woimded 
in the 10th. The night work is awful, always fighting." From Dr. 
Dempster, superintending surgeon of the force, we heard the same 
day that there were altogether ninety killed and wounded, and that 
two unfortunate 10th soldiers were lefl; behind wounded in tho 
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trenches, and fell into Mulraj's hands. This is the most painful part 
of the business. 

Another friend writes, September 11th. — ^^ Everything on our 
side is going on in a lamentably slow style. Every one complains 
of the incapacity of his neighbour, and in the meantime Edwardes 
and Lake (who commands Uie Nawab of Bhdwalpur's troops) have 
pushed on Deyond us, and are astonished at our bad work and want 
of arrangement We are fettered by forms. When anything is 
required, a requisition through ten different channels is sent to some 
one, who refers you to some one else, who tells you steadily to go 
back to the appucant, while Edwardes or Lake gives an order, and 
in half an hour it is executed. The fine plan of storming the place 
on the 10th has resolved itself into our not having advanced fifty 
yards. Shere Sing is Chattar Sing the Huzareh leader's son. What 
co-operation can be expected from him t The news from Uuzdrch 
seems to be getting worse every day, and there is no doubt it will 
influence Mulraj very much ; he has Lis communicadous quite free. 
The plan is that Chattar Sing is to besiege Attok, which is at- pre- 
sent m Nicholson's hand. Major Abbott is well nigh hemmed in. 

"September 12th. — ^To-day's news is excellent. We have 
carried the position which the enemy had so strongly entrenched, 
with comparatively little loss. Colonel Pattoun, of H. M.*8 d2nd, 
was killed leading on a wing of his regiment Major Montizam- 
bert, of the 10th, mortally wounded. Three officers of the 8th 
Native Infantry, d^o. Our loss has not, I believe, been great in 
Europeans. They and the Sappers behaved most gallantly. Major 
Napier escaped by miracle. We have advanced about 1,000 
yai^s, and are within battering distance of the town. A work of 
danger still remains to be done. This is to carry an entrenched 
position of the enemy's, leaning ou a mound on which they have a 
battery, and behind which they have houses loopholed and made 
very strong. This thev say will be attempted to-morrow, but I 
doubt whether we shall be able to go on so briskly as that; it 
would almost be getting too far from our resources. Our present 
work will be to connect pur second parallel with Edwardes's, who 
has got ahead of us. Poor Lake ^ivno is an excellent officer) has 
been shot through the thigh — ^the Done escaped. When our first 
charge occurred, the Sikhs had a mine just behind the wall which 
had caused us such severe loss before. This mine was either fired 
too soon, through their own carelessness, or was lit by one of our 
shells. It exploded, and the wall fell over some of our Sappers 
(Hindustanis). The working party of Sappers immediately rushed 
through the breach thus made, and showed the way for II. M.'s 
32nd. The greatest obstacle to our entrenching ourselves at once 
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is the immense number of dead Sikhs lying about Our men 
looked like a handful among thousands. The bayonet was the 
weapon, and frightful has been its work. Captain Lloyd, of the 
8th Native Infantry, came up to a party who declared themselves 
Bh4wal Eh&n's Sepkhis, and laid down their arms, but no sooner 
had he got among them than they cut him down and mangled 
him. His Sep4his following up, massacred them to a man. There 
must have been 2,000 to 8,000 Sikhs in a very strong position, 
and with perfect knowledge of the ground. We had one wing 
of H. M.*s 10th, and one wmg of H. M.^s d2nd, and, I think, wings 
of the 8th, 61st, and another regiment of Native Infantry. Our 
numbers were inferior to theirs. Murray Mackenzie's troop of 
Horse Artillery behaved gallantly/ The 10th is a noble re^menU 
We have taken a strong place called dow&lla (query Shiw&Ua), a sort 
of temple filled with silk stuffs, and the walls covered with looking- 
glass. They say a good deal of plunder has been gathered by our peo- 
ple. I believe a strong division has been applied for from Bombay .'^ 

This preliminary fighting was never expected, in fact every one 
talked as if Mulraj would certainly surrender, and Mult&u be taken 
at once. His treasure was expended, his troops deserting, and ho 
most anxious to give himself up. It is said that General Ventura, 
who is in Loodiana, and who commanded in Mult4n at one time, 
offered to accompany our force, but bis offer was not thought 
Worth accepting! 

The letters n-om camp say, ''Unless reinforced, we shall have 
difficulty in making the progress we ought There are fifteen 
artillery ofiicers available for duty on battery with the guns, and 
ten out of the fifteen are on duty twenty-four hours, with only a 
couple of hours* rest now and then (to say nothing of their having 
no tents to cover them), so that five officers, turn and turn about, 
are forty-eight, and sometimes sixty hours, on battery duty in the 
trenches, the Ram T6rat, and the other batteries, on a stretch." 

At this moment there is a company of foot artillery here (Loo- 
diana) without guns, doing nothing 1 

'* There are eight brigades of Engineers, two of them on duty 
in the trenches at a time, and two ofiicers on duty with each 
brigade. The turn of duty is eight hours, thus four ofiicers 
relieve four others day and night, and each officer has every day 
at least eight hours' work in the trenches, generally under fire. 
The worst part of the work is at night, for then the Multdnis creep 
up within shot and fire at anything they see, or imagine. But 
worst of all are the Zamburaks (or camel-guns). The Sikhs get 
up into the trees, out of reach of musketry, and fire these Zambu* 
raks all night" 
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A small outbreak Has taken place near Kote Kangra, wHich 
allows the temper of the Punjab to be insurrectionary. The Dak 
to Peshawur was stopped, and a kind of uproar had taken place 
there. It is said that Major Lawrence thought of sending his wife 
for safety to Koh4t (towards Afghanistan), but all was quiet a^in on 
the 6th. C. has always thought it a most perilous position for her. 

''From Multdn,. September Idth. — ^We have Josty killed and 
wounded, sixteen oncers. We shall have to fight our way every 
inch, and wq require 10,000 men more. To-day we are seventy 
yards from a strong post of the enemy's, and the trenches are very 
dangerous. Our guns are ordered to fire one round per hour. 
The Sikhs keep up a continual fire upon pur present trench, which 
(though they have not found it out) is actually enfiladed by one 
of their .guns, which we do not even try to silence. No working 
parties out,. so. that ^250 Sappers and 150 of Cortlandt's are doing 
all the work^ , 

September. )4.-7-Tp-day's news is Uiat Shl|r Sing, with twelve 

fiins,^ t^pfp mp.rti^^ and 4,000 men, have j^ne ovef to Mulraj. 
bisjias (png.been expec^!d, ^ndis, i^o loss. , AH our guns are to 
be removed . frpija the , itipenches to-night, and we are to take up 
ground in a strong position towards tlie great Nullah, south-west of 
Multan, eptr^nph ..purselyes, i^n^d .remain .on th'e defensive uiitil 
rfiinforceipepts . arrive, .. Qply one ■ man in the iG^eneraVs council 
(E!diwardes) I am told strenuously urged the' necessity of our 
pushing pn„ and npt ajlpwipg the enemy to think for a moment 
that Sh6r Sing's defection influences iis. But every other opinion 
yfss against .hiip? Every JSikh within 500 miles will either join 
Mulraj or,Cbat(ar.Sinjg. , The idea of leaving our trenches without 
l>!®^i)gibeaten out of them (which 40,000 Sikhs could not do) is an 
insult to every man in camp." '. , 

Captain Younge, the JDeputy-Judge Advocate-Oeneral, has just 
come in from Lahore, and says a party of 4,000 armed Sikhs have 
got into the city, and made an attempt, which has been frustrated, 
to massacre the Queen's 5drd officers. 

** These rascals are still in the city ; Colonel Campbell, the bri- 
l^ier, has seized the palace, where I believe he will quarter the 
Queen's troops. He has also seized the young Maharaj a Dhalip 
and all the jewels.* It is reported that the Sikh regiments that 
were blocked up in the Hdzara Passes have contrived to effect a 
junction with Ctiattar Sing." 

One of our friends at Mult4n writes, September 15th, ** As I in- 
fonuod you yesterday, the plan of abandoning our entrenchmcutS| 

* This plot was greatly exaggerated. 
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the fruit of BO much life and labour, was adopted, and that with 
such haste, that the guns were ordered back before even the tools 
had been collected. Major Wheler, commanding the Irregulars, 
had them collected, and sent from our advanced jnckei to the White 
Well ; yet scarcely had the Sappers, who went down with carts to 
fetch them up, left the White Well, when the enemy came up in 
great force and attacked that post We have had two attacks smce, 
one last night, one this morning." We have thus increased the 
confidence, and, consequently, the numbers of the enemy, and actu- 
ally hindered the desertion of one of their best reg^ents, who had 
sent over a company to Cortlandt yesterday, and would have joined. 
It is now said and believed Uiat our fire, though scarcely opened, 
has been most destructive to them, and we had lust got into a posi- 
tion where, with three 24-pounders, we miffht have battered down 
one of their Buij's nx)wer8) from whence uiey chiefly annoyed us. 
It is really incomprenensible. Part of our cattle has been lent to 
Edwardes to move his camp, and we cannot move until this is re- 
turned. In the meantime the enemy, from the haste with which we 
have retreated, leaving all our batteries and material quite unmo- 
lested for their use, can move light field-pieces into our own trenches 
and batteries, and fire with ease and impunity into our camp. A 
great flag shows the place where the Artillery Magazine is placed. 
Several round shot have alreadv, from the fort and mound, found 
their way well into the rear of Anderson^s guns, which are alongside 
the park, and one shot killed two tattus (ponies) and a S4is of his 
troop. It is known that concussion will ignite powder, yet, with in- 
fjEituation difficult to conceive, this huge magazine, the great object 
of the enemy^s ambition to destroy, and our sole means of safety, is 
left in front covering 300 square yards, the most unmistakable ob- 
ject in the whole camp. Imagine losing upwards of 20 officers 
and 300 Europeans and natives in gaimng a very strong position 
within battering distance of the fort, and then relinquishing every- 
thing without so much as blowing up its strongholds, or de8tro3dng 
our works and materials I Edwardes was the only man who up- 
lifted his voice against this act Our camp moves during the night 
The magazine moves first, and I ima^e the troops will make a 
flank movement to protect it We move towards a place called 
Suraj Ehund, beyond thereat canal south-west of Multdn. 

17 th September. — On ^day (15th) evening orders were given to 
have the camp stnick quietly at half-past six p.m. The parks of 
engineers and artillery were to move off at one p.m., and the regi- 
ments, &c., to march at four a.m. the next morning. Everything 
was conducted in a great hurry, and at the last moment it was dis- 
covered that some 3000 (three thousand) camels of the Darblr werd 
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missing, having probably been tampered with by Mulraj. Taylor 
(of the Engineers) announced that all but 107 of his camels had 
vanished, but he fortunately obtained twenty elephants (some camels 
from the Commissariat), which brought away his magaadne. The 
Artillery were not so fortunate; 21 & 24-pounder shot were left on 
the ground. This information came from Colonel Franks, H. M.'s 
10th, who added, tliat the enemy had come up in great numbers 
and occupied the garden in front of which the General^s camp was 
pitched, and that when he (Franks) begged and urged Brigadier 
Harvey to attack and drive them off that we might clear our 
ground, the Brigadier refused, and ordered off his brigade ! It ap- 
pears, however, that Cortlandt's soldiers outdid us entirely (General 
Cortlandt is the Darb4r Qeneral). Some of his men being present^ 
took up some four, some three, and some two of the shot^ and 
carried away all but a hundred. 

Our present ground, which is only three miles from Multdn, 
though seven and a half from our former camp, to which it is nearly 
opposite, is veiy low, and so covered with jungle and brushwood, 
that it is difficult to walk from one regiment to another. It scarcely 
allows a breath of air to pass. The great canal is right in our 
front We are too dose to the fort, to be able to pursue Mulr&j, if 
he chooses to come out They say large reinforcements are on Uieir 
way to join him. 

^ September 18th. — ^We have been wonderfully quiet since we 
arrived here, not a shot having been fired on either side ; whereas 
on our last ground, continual ming and sharpshooting was the order 
of the day. The silence now appears auite dead and mournful, and 
the feeling is, perhaps, heightened by the weight of the atmosphere 
on the spot Keport says, Mulrdj's troops were in great alarm, and 
that had we had out the twenty-four pounders and battered the 
Koneh Buij for twenty-four hours, he would have given in. There 
is no mas for the horses hero, and the villagers have left off bring- 
ing Bhusa and other stipplies. Our camelm^n are not trustworthy, 
and it is apprehended more will run awav. An officer is going off 
to Shujahabad, a fort ^about fifteen kos (thirty miles) from this to- 
wards "bhdwalp^r near the Chinab, to report on the place and its 
vicinity. I think it hkely, that even if the whole force does not go 
there Uie guns and Sappers will. 

2l8t — ^Lieutenant roUard reports that Shujahabad is merely a 
Serai with a wall round it, and could not stand a six-pounder shot 

Loodiana. — ^The Diik between Mult&n and Lahore is stopped, and 
the recent move has placed Mult4n between the army and Laliore. 
It is evident that the city was attacked on its strongest side. The 
first plan was to assault the north-east comer of the fort, but this 
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being given up, they went round and assailed it from the south-east ; 
and naving allowed the Sikhs to make strong entrenchments oppo- 
site to them, they would have had (had they not run away) first to 
take the entrenchments, then the houses and suburbs behmd them, 
then the city, and then the fort 

September 26. — General Ventura called while we were at break- 
fast. He is a middle-aged man with black moustache, white whis- 
kers, and most intelligent face. He met my husband a few nights 
ago at Major Mackeson's (when the latter was rushing through 
Loodiana on his way to Ferozepur^, and mentioned that he had 
offered his services to Government m the expedition to Multdn, as it 
was he who conquered it about fourteen years ago for Ran] it Sing 
from the Nawab of Bh&walpur. His offer was declined; and added 
he, leaning back in his chair, ''Cest dommago, cW dommageP 

To-day he gave me quite a lecture on the siege. He said, that 
in the first place the force was insufficient, as it is a very strong 
place, and he does not think Edwardes's troops are to be relied on. 
He said, that General Vish (as he calls him) had run his head 
against a wall ; the first thing he should have done was to defeat 
Mulrdj in the open field. I asked him how he could make Mulr&j 
fij^lit Ho said very easily. Mulr&j has about 40,000 men, of 
whom, perhaps, 15,000 are soldiers, Uie rest are armed very irre- 
gularly, some with swords, some with lances, <kc. All these have 
to be paid, and it is said that they are beginning to be ill paid. 
Then tnere are about 16,000 inhabitants in the town, and we should 
have forced the neighbouring villagers to have taken refrige in the 
city. Mulrdj must then have fed Uiis vast multitude, or have fought 
in order to get supplies. His troops being defeated, he would pro- 
bably have surrendered at once, at any rate we could then have 
commenced the siege without molestation. The proper side for 
attack would have been from the Idg4h, keeping it to Uie right of 
our position. The fort is unconnected with the town, a space inter- 
vening between them. The old brick-kilns, which form the mounds 
on which the Sikhs erected their batteries since "Vish's" arrival, 
command the town ; and here, if we insisted on attacking from Uiat 
side, we should have begun our parallels, having first got rid of the 
army outside the walls. Part of the town commands the fort, and 
having once got the town the fort was in our power. The Bh&wal- 
pur Knan was once a powerful sovereign, the whole province of 
Mult4n (one of the richest in India) belonged to him. General 
Ventura took it and remained there two years, the climate is very 
unhealthy, he had one severe illness, and all the rest of the time 
was indisposed. He said that the worst season is just after the 
rains, and that had they Men this year as usual, the climate would 
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missing, having probably been tampered with by Mulraj. Taylor 
(of the Engineers) announced that all but 107 of his camels had 
vanished, but he fortunately obtained twenty elephants (some camels 
from the Commissariat), which brought away his magaadne. The 
Artilleiy were not so fortunate; 218 24-pounder shot were left on 
the ground. This information came from Colonel Franks, H. M.'s 
10th, who added, tliat the enemy had come up in great numbers 
and occupied the garden in front of which the General's ciimp was 
pitched, and that when he (Franks) begged and urged Brigadier 
Harvey to attack and drive them off that we might clear our 
ground, the Brigadier refused, and ordered off his brigade ! It ap- 
pears, however, that Cortlandt's soldiers outdid us entirely (General 
Cortlandt is the Darb&r General). Some of his men being present, 
took up some four, some three, and some two of the shot, and 
carried away all but a hundred. 

Our present ground, which is only three miles from Multdn, 
though seven and a half from our former camp, to which it is nearly 
opposite, is veiy low, and so covered with jungle and brushwood, 
that it is difficult to walk from one regiment to another. It scarcely 
allows a breath of air to pass. The great canal is right in our 
front We are too close to the fort, to be able to pursue Mulrdi, if 
he chooses to come out They say large reinforcements are on tlieir 
way to join him. 

** September 18th. — ^We have been wonderfully quiet since we 
arrived here, not a shot having been fired on either side ; whereas 
on our last ground, continual ming and sharpshooting was the order 
of the day. The silence now appears auite dead and mournful, and 
the feeling is, perhaps, heightened by the weight of the atmosphere 
on the spot Report says, Mulrdj's troops were in great alarm, and 
that had we had out the twenty-four pounders and battered the 
Koneh Buij for twenty-four hours, he would have given in. There 
is no grass for the horses hero, and the villagers have left off bring- 
ing Bhusa and other supplies. Our camelmen are not trustworthy, 
and it is apprehended more will run away. An officer is going on 
to Shujahabad, a fort ^about fifteen kos (thirty miles) from this to- 
wards "Bhdwalptir near the Chinab, to report on the place and its 
vicinity. I think it Ukely, that even if the whole force does not go 
there the guns and Sappers will. 

2l8t — ^Lieutenant Pollard reports that Shujahabad is merely a 
Serai with a wall round it, and could not stand a six-pounder shot 

Loodiana. — ^The D<ik between Mult&n and Lahore is stopped, and 
the recent move has placed Multdn between the army and Laliore. 
It is evident that the city was attacked on its strongest side. The 
first plan was to assault the north-east comer of the fort, but this 
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being given up, they went round and assailed it from the south-east ; 
and naving allowed the Sikhs to make strong entrenchments oppo- 
site to them, they would have had (had they not run away) first to 
take the entrenchments, then the houses and suburbs behmd them, 
then the city, and then the fort 

September 26. — General Ventura called while we were at break- 
fast He is a middle-aged man with black moustache, white whis- 
kers, and most intelligent face. He met my husband a few nights 
ago at Major Mackeson's (when the latter was rushing through 
Loodiana on his way to Ferozepur^, and mentioned that he had 
offered his services to Government m the expedition to Mult4n, as it 
was he who conquered it about fourteen years ago for Ranjit Sing 
from the Nawab of Bh&walpur. His offer was declined; and added 
he, leaning back in his chair, "C'est dommago, c'est dommageP 

To-day he gave me quite a lecture on the siege. He said, that 
in the first place the force was insufficient, as it is a very strong 
place, and he does not think Edwardes's troops are to be relied on. 
He said, that General Vish (as he calls him) had run his head 
against a wall ; the first thing he should have done was to defeat 
Mulrdj in the open field. I asked him how he could make Mulr&j 
fij^ht Ho said very easily. Mulr&j has about 40,000 men, of 
whom, perhaps, 15,000 are soldiers, Uie rest are armed very irre- 
gularly, some with swords, some with lances, <kc. All these have 
to be paid, and it is said that they are beginning to be ill paid. 
Then tnere are alx)ut 16,000 inhabitants in the town, and we should 
have forced the neighbouring villagers to have taken refuge in the 
city. Mulrdj must then have fed uiis vast multitude, or have fought 
in order to get supplies. His troops being defeated, he would pro- 
bably have surrendered at once, at any rate we could then have 
commenced the siege without molestation. The proper side for 
attack would have been from the Idg4h, keeping it to Uie right of 
our position. The fort is unconnected with the town, a space inter- 
vening between them. The old brick-kilns, which form the mounds 
on which the Sikhs erected their batteries since "Vish's" arrival, 
command the town ; and here, if we insisted on attacking from Uiat 
side, we should have begun our parallels, having first got rid of the 
army outside the walls. Part of the town commands the fort, and 
having once got the town the fort was in our power. The Bh&wal- 
pur Knan was once a powerful sovereign, the whole province of 
Mult4n (one of the richest in India) belonged to him. General 
Ventura took it and remained there two years, the climate is very 
unhealtliy, he had one severe illness, and all the rest of the time 
was indisposed. He said that the worst season is just after the 
rains, and that had they Men this year as usual, the climate would 
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have been ''meurtrier" for our troops. He ^ve it as his opinion, 
that although Qeneral Vish's force was insufiicient, yet, even at the 
worst, he could have fought instead of running away ; as the moral 
effect of this last step both on our own men and on those of Mulraj 
will be most disadvantageous to us. 

Either it was rash to begin the siege at all, or &int-hearted to 
retreat from it Sir Charles Napier with fewer troops and material 
than were at Qeneral Whish's disposal would hi^ve taken the place 
in a week. Qeneral Ventura would have done the same thing. 

Qeneral Ventura told us, that Ranjit, though an excellent soldier, 
never could understand anything of tactics. When a council of 
war was held, he would cut it short by saying, ^ Oh, never mind 
this, let us rush on 1" but he had the sense to let Ventura have his 
own way, especially as the latter always vehemently rebelled when- 
ever Ranjit wished, to interfere. It was Ventura who conquered all 
the country west of Mitun Kote. Ranjit never wished for Peslia- 
wur. lie said the Indus was the proper frontier of the Punjab, and 
he did not want to involve himself in perpetual conflict with the 
warlike tribes of Afghanistan, where nothing was to be gained but 
blows. Qeneral Ventura says, that the Sikhs are the only people 
of India who have some idea of nationality and the love of coun- 
try, lliey have certain ideas of honour, and during Ranjit's time 
such a thing as desertion was never heard of. 0. remarked that 
with barbarous people, personal attachment to a chief was the 
strongest tie. Qeneral Ventura said, the difticulty of managing the 
Sikhs was increased by their being half civilized; but that if you 
inspired them with personal attachment, you could do anything with 
them so long as it is for their country and sovereignty, but mat it 
would be a very different matter against their own people. lie evi- 
dently thought that for this reason the annexation of the Punjab 
would be a fidse measure. Qeneral Ventura says the Sikhs have 
every qualiflcation for making good soldiers; they are naturally 
temperate, brave, and inde&tigable, very intelligent, and a very 
fine race phvsically, especially tlie M4nj4 Sikhs (south of Lahore). 
After surveymg Qeneral Wliish's blunders, Qeneral Ventura could 
not forbear saymg, ** Peut-^tre qu'il est d'accord aveo Moolraj f " 

Our last news from Mult&n is as follows : 

'^September 24th. — ^Edwardes wrote some time ago, 'Send me 
guns and I will take Mult&n.' Qeneral Whish's force was sent 
partly to guard these guns and partly as an auxiliary force, or rather 
a force to which Edwardes's was to be an auxiliary. It soon became 
evident, however, that no co-operation could take place between us; 
and that being the case, our force was insufficient to supply daily 
and nightly working parties and suitable covering parties, besides 



MISTAKES. 888 

the hard fighting which was required whenever new ground was 
needed for a freui parallel 

** Mackenzie will ask why no co-operation could take place, and 
why Edwardes could not send worsinff or covering parties. Ed- 
wardes's force consists o(^ 1st, Cortlandrs troops, very good soldiers 
and well disciplined, aiid better dressed than the rest; 2nd, of 
Lake's or Bhawal Khdn's army, composed of D4udputr6s, dressed 
exactly like Multdnis ; Srd, Iman-u-Din's troops, chiefly Musalmdns 
and Patans ; 4th, his own Gh&zi Kh4n Serai levies, raw recruits, 
chiefly cavalry, true, but not understanding our discipline. All 
these troops fi^ht in an independent and desultory way ; they fight 
veiT well : each individually brave stands for himself fires his mateh-> 
locK, and, if tlie enemy comes down upon him, pulls forth his knife or 
his sword and fiffhts like a tiger. But they would not listen to any 
order unless received direcUy from Edwardes, ifec, and they disliked 
working in the trenches : Cortlandt's men did all that work. The 
D4udputr^ wouldn't work : thus they were only available as cover^ 
ing parties to our troops, and owing to their irregular appearance 
and similarity to MulrdVs men our people would certainly have fired 
upon them, and createa a feeling wliicn might have brought on a 
collision between us. Edwardes said 1000 men wore always availa- 
ble as a working party. They probably did start from his camp, at 
his order, but never more tlian 200 to 800 reached 6\if trenches; 
the rest had run away, and those that came would not work. > Cort-! 
landt's men worked on their side, and got &r ahead of us, until the' 
12th, when we made an advance of 660 yards, but they, of course, 
could not work in our and their own tarenches at the same time. 
This shows you why we could not be cordially supported by. Ed-, 
wardes, and why we were obliged to work independently of each 
other." 

C. thinks these reasons are not valid, and that a little tact and 
sense would have made these rather inconjmious elements work 
togetlier, as has been done before. It would have been easy to: 
distinguish the Ddudputrds by a white or other band on the arm, 
and no doubt Edwaides's men would have worked if General 
Whish's forcd had set them the example; but what sort of an 
example they did set you will see. 

They have, made several serious mistakes. Having confessedly 
too few men, why did they conmience the parallel upwards of 2000; 
yards from the town-wall (to say nothing of the fort) f why did 
they not at once attack and carry the mounds^ and from them 
commence the first parallel f It would not have cost more lives 
than the two little affairs we have had ; and had we attacked the 
mounds at first, we should have found them empty, for the enemy 



884 SEPAHIS WONT WORK. 

finding at wHat distance we commenced^ worked up to meet us, 
and throw obstacles in our way. You recollect the night attack 
on the 9th, when we were repulsed : that place was not held by 
the enemy until after several oi our officers had been in it ; and on 
that very night the Gurdi41 Das ka Dharms414 was being entrench- 
ed, the enemy expecting we should attack it in the morning. Thus 
the Sep&his, Europeans, and gunners got fagged actually before the 
work was necessary. The enemy's entrenchments extended from 
the city walls to seventy yards from our advanced picquets, all of 
which they made since we began our first parallel" 

We heard from Mult&n. ** September 26th. — ^Daily attacks are 
threatened, but never accomplished. To-day we changed ground ; 
about three-quarters of a mile to the rear. We are south-west of 
Mult&n, about three miles and three-quarters fix>m the fort A 
mound to the front on our right is to have some of our heavy 
ordnance on it, and alto&;ether we are well placed to defend our 
camp advantageously. There is some firing going on on Edwardes's 
side to-day. Yestenlay, the General read Divine Service in his tent 
(a single-poled one), and invited officers to attend : it was sad to 
see how few were present Nothing has come of Edwardes's firing 
tliis morning." 

Our news from head -quarters mentions that Lord Gough said 
he had sent three times the force which was required of him to take 
Mult4n, and he regretted to see it would take Uiree times the force 
he had sent to make a successful siege : tliis was when ho heard 
of the afiair of the 9th. 

"^ At Mult4n the enemy are beyond the Nallah, and do not seem 
to be thinking of attacking us ; they are entrenching themselves. 

"^ Yesterday's firing firom Edwardes's camp was amusing. Shere 
Sing and Cortlandt nred at each other for a good hour and a hal( 
and their shot met about half way and nearly demolislied a tree. 
The whole of Edwardes's army was in battle array, as was our right 
brigade, standing in the sun (including II. M.'s lOtli — such a fine 
set of men) until the firing suddenly ceased, and every man re- 
turned to his tent, not much wiser and very*much hotter than he 
went The Sappers and Pioneers are very hard-worked— digging 
wells, making roads ; whereas the Sep&his do nothing, and did not 
even dig their own wells I Glover, of the Engineers, found a S&- 
p&hi, standing thirsty and disconsolate by a hidf-dug well. When 
Glover came up, the Sepahi said, * Khawand ^my lord^, I am very 
thirsty.' Glover answered, * Why don't you aig ?' « the Sep&his 
were told, * Until you dig you shan't drink,' they would not hold 
out long. The Sappers think it very hard that they are employed 
on every species of secondary work, day and night, while tne Se- 
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p&his are treated as if we did not dare ^ve them an order. It has 
really come to that 1 Tools supplied by the Engineering department 
to a redraent of Native Infantry were return^ by we Adjutant, 
saying that the men would not work 1" 

You may imagine what 0. thinks of his. His men do whatever 
he desires them. There is no doubt that when soldiers behave ill, 
it is almost always the fault of their officers. Can it be wondered 
at that the D4udputras won't work, when our regular troops set them 
such a bad example f 

We heard from Major Lawrence the other day, dated Peshawur, 
September 21st. He says : — ** We are as yet all safe, though not 
very quiet ; for the Sings are all agog for a turn up with me, uough 
thoy profess to be most obedient and well disposed. I think I tdd 
you that on the night of the 4th, we were to have been attacked 
by two or three regiments : however, I got the start of them, and 
secured all their guns (28), placing my own sentries over them ; 
that is, four companies from the other corps, on whom I have every 
reason to believe I can depend, two being Na)ib Hindustanis,* and 
one Muhammadan, — ^the men that accompanied my brother to Jel- 
lalabad and Kabul in 1842. It was a bold stroke ; but success, as 
it generally docs in such cases, attended it. You may &ncy that I 
had an anxious night of it ; however, I kept Mrs. Lawrence quiet 
.... Abbott and Nicholson's Muhammadan levies — the last, 
chiefly those I had sent him, ran away almost without firing a shot, 
though posted in the strongest position in Hazdra, where 100 men 
could have resisted thousands 1 so there is little to be expected from 
such wretches. When I reproached the Urb&bs,f they coolly replied 
that they never expected their men would stand against regular 
troops. Thev are a dastardly set ; and I would not hesitate to at- 
tack 5000 of'^ them wiHi as many hundred Sings. Nicholson is per- 
fectly furious; and poor Abbott, after feasting and paying them for 
months, to find them fail him at the last, was a severe shock to his 
mind. He now remains in Haz&ra against my advice, more as a 
point of honour than for any use he can be, for Ohattar Sing has 
all the countiy. With Abbott are Robinson and Ingram. I want 
all to throw themselves into Attock, which I expect will be invested 
quickly. Herbert, my Drill Instructor, is in charge of the fort, with 
Muhammad Usman Khdn, Nizdm-u-Doula, and his son (Abbiis 
]^h4n), as Deputies, and 1000 Ehaiber Momands, Ehatabs, and 
others, as garrison. Nicholson is in the neighbourhood, ready to 
assist : he has proved himself a most active, energetic officer." The . 
effect of this behaviour of the Musalmdn levies is, that a brigade of 
Chattar Sing, with four guns, which they had stopped for three 

* MuBalm&n Hindustanis. f Petty chiefik 
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nobody knows. The Oonunander-in-Cbief is expected down, and 
the Governor-General up almost immediately. 

We have just heard from Multdn, September 28th. — ^ We are 
in want of a 9-pounder battery, one troop of Horse Artillery, and 
as many European and Native regiments as can be spared." The 
Commander-in-Chief is entitled to the gratitude of us all, for his 
foresight in anticipating the General's requisition for more troops, 
and the promptness with which he has sent his orders. The 
besieging party is always supposed to be of overwhelming force in 
comparison to the besieged. In attacking a fortress, the hrst thing 
is to drive every enemy within the walls, and the first parallel is 
generally commenced about 600 or 800 yards from the outworks. 
(The Duke generally began at 600.) Here we have an army far 
surpassing ours in numbers ; a very strong fortress, and very exten- 
sive suburbs to take first; unless, indeed, we attack on the north- 
east, which will, I hope, be the plan adopted. We must, therefore, 
have a very large force before we can look for anything like suc- 
cess. Two Sikh regiments and four guns joined Mulraj last night, 
and great were the rejoicings in conisequence. The prisoners have 
not been hung or shot ; on the contrary, they are very well treated, 
and have plenty of beer and brandy, as Mulraj took all General 
Cortlandt^s mess stores.'* 

Tuesday, October lOtli, 1848. — ^I received a note from Major 
Lawrence on Sunday, in which he says in reply to mine : — ^''It is 
a comfort to find that although one's Government seems to forget 
one, there are friends who do not." He speaks of the burden of 
anxiety from which the departure of his dear wife and children 
has relieved him ; says that his .troops are still '* well in hand," and 
that he had "^ that morning, September dOth, put their obedience 
to a strong test by despatching a battery to Attock. It must have 
been gall and wormwood to them to see the guns start to fight 
against their brethren, but there were no signs of mutiny." Ho 
adds — ** If it comes to a brush, which in all human probability it 
will, unless British troops quicklv appear on the Jelum, I have 
no fears for my life, though my liberty may be endangered, for I 
believe I have many friends among these people." He expresses 
his firm trust in Him who alone can help, and adds — " God has 
been very good to me and mine." C. sent his note on to Mr. 
Elliott, Secretary to Government. We are daily more anxious to 
hear of Mrs. Lawrence's arrival at Lahore. She ought to have 
come in on the 2nd, and a carriage D&k, with a party of Skinner's 
horse, were sent to meet her, but they did not know which road 
she would take. 

To-day we hear that poor Sir Frederick Currie attempted to 

16 
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weeks in a difficult pass, were set at liberty to join Chattar Sing, 
who had advanced for that very purpose. 

Major L. continues : — ^ I have withdrawn all the Attock boats 
from Eabbl& to K&la Bdgh, except two, and sent them with grain 
to Mult^n, to prevent Mr. Chattar Sing from crossing to this side, 
which he is said to meditate, to get my levies to join him. I have, 
as you may suppose, done my best to keep my force to their duty ; 
but unless British troops are quickly sent to coerce the rebels, I 
can't expect to do so much longer. It is a month since I strongly 
urged the necessity for their immediate advance, and as yet not a 

man has been moved Two of Rajah Gulab Sing's regiments, 

and two guns have joined the rebels at Bula — said to have mutinied; 
but that trick, I trust, will not serve the King of the Valley. .... 
I have a letter just in from Kabul of the 18th, giving an account 
of 400 of the Amir's troops having been destroyed by the Hazarehs 
in the direction of Bamian. They were collecting revenue, and 
were detached in small parties, when they were set on, and cut off 
in detail ; — ^ten men only escaped to tell tne tale. The Amir is said 
to have ordered off all his available troops ; so that he has enough 
on hand, as I have always thought, to engage him. Mrs. L. and 
the Babas are flourishing ; the chinate agrees with them, and she is 
Sony to be under the necessity of leaving." 

A letter of September 22nd, from Mrs. L.^ mentions that she was 
to start that night for Lahore, under an escort of 600 Afghan horse- 
men, and to go by bye-ways in hopes of escaping Chattar Sins. It 
is a most perilous journey, especially encumbered as she is with two 
such young children. C. says he would have preferred sending the 
baby with a native nurse quietly to Lahore. It would have been 
much safer for the child, and she could then have ridden with her 
escort in case of need ; whereas in a Palki she must encumber them 
dreadfully, and if Chattar Sing intercepts them, I do not see what 
th^ cah do but fight 

The price of everything is rising frightfully, owing to the want of 
rain. Bhusii ^bran) is thirty seers the rupee ; a little while ago, it 
was 100 seers the rupee. Gram (a kind of small pea, the Cece of 
Italy), on which horses and cattle are fed, is twentyndx sirs, instead 
of n'om forty to fifty the rupee ; and this moming our servants could 
only get eight annas' (one shilling's) wordi of Bhusa in the Bazar I 
No grass whatever is to be had for the horses ; and we see strings 
of camels going out in all directions to eet food for the artillery 
catUe. We met a string of them the o£er morning : they could 
got neither Bhusa nor Gram, and were going out again with a vague 
hope of being able to obtain a little wheat A large army is to be 
formed somewhere in this neighbourhood, but how it is to be fed 
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nobody knows. The Oommander-in-Ohief is expected down, and 
the (ifovemor-General up almost immediately. 

We have just heard from Mult4n, September 28th. — ^ We are 
in want of a 9-pounder battery, one troop of Horse Artillery, and 
as many European and Native regiments as can be spared." The 
Commander-in-Chief is entitled to the gratitude of us all, for his 
foresight in anticipating the General's requisition for more troops, 
and the promptness with which he has sent his orders. The 
besieging party is always supposed to be of overwhelming force in 
comparison to the besieged. In attacking a fortress, the hrst thing 
is to drive every enemy within the walls, and the first parallel is 
generally commenced about 600 or 800 yards from the outworks. 
(The Duke generally began at 600.) Here we have an army far 
surpassing ours in numbers ; a very strong fortress, and very exten- 
sive suburbs to take first; unless, indeed, we attack on the north- 
east, which will, I hope, be the plan adopted. We must, therefore, 
have a very large force before we can look for anything like suc- 
cess. Two Sikh regiments and four guns joined Mulraj last night, 
and great were the rejoicings in consequence. The prisoners have 
not been hung or shot; on the contrary, they are very well treated, 
and have plenty of beer and brandy, as Mulraj took all General 
Cortlandt^s mess stores." 

Tuesday, October lOtli, 1848. — I received a note from Major 
Lawrence on Sunday, in which he says in reply to mine : — ^**It is 
a comfort to find that although one's Government seems to forget 
one, there are friends who do not." He speaks of the burden of 
anxietv from which the departure of his dear wife and children 
has relieved him ; says that his .troops are still ^ well in hand," and 
that he had *' that morning, September dOth, put their obedience 
to a strong test by despatching a battery to Attock. It must have 
been gall and wormwood to them to see the guns start to fight 
against their brethren, but there were no signs of mutiny." Ho 
adds — ** If it comes to a brush, which in all human probability it 
will, unless British troops quicklv appear on the Jelum, I have 
no fears for my life, though my liberty may be endangered, for I 
believe I have many friends among these people." He expresses 
his firm trust in Him who alone can help, and adds — " God has 
been very good to me and mine." C. sent his note on to Mr. 
Elliott, Secretary to Government. We are daily more anxious to 
hear of Mrs. Lawrence's arrival at Lahore. She ought to have 
come in on the 2nd, and a carriage DS,k, with a party of Skinner's 
horse, were sent to meet her, but they did not know which road 
she would take. 

To-day we hear that poor Sir Frederick Currie attempted to 
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weeks in a difficult pass, were set at liberty to jom Chattar Sing, 
who had advanced for that very purpose. 

Major L. continues : — ^ I have withdrawn all the Attock boats 
from Eabbl& to E41a Bdgh, except two, and sent them with grain 
to Mult^n, to prevent Mr. Chattar Sing from crossing to this side, 
which he is said to meditate, to get my levies to join him. I have, 
as you may suppose, done my best to keep my force to their duty ; 
but unless British troops are quickly sent to coerce the rebels, I 
can't expect to do so much longer. It is a month since I strongly 
urged the necessity for their immediate advance, and as yet not a 

man has been moved Two of Rajah Gulab Sing's regiments, 

and two guns have joined the rebels at Bula — said to have mutinied; 
but that trick, I trust, will not serve the King of the Valley. .... 
I have a letter just in from Kabul of the 18th, giving an account 
of 400 of the Amir's troops having been destroyed by the Hazarehs 
in the direction of Bamian. They were collecting revenue, and 
were detached in small parties, when they were set on, and cut off 
in detail ; — ^ten men only escaped to tell tne tale. The Amir is said 
to have ordered off all his available troops ; so that he has enough 
on hand, as I have always thought, to engage him. Mrs. L. and 
the Babas are flourishing ; the climate agrees with them, and she is 
sorry to be under the necessity of leaving." 

A letter of September 22nd, from Mrs. L., mentions that she was 
to start that night for Lahore, under an escort of 600 Afghan horse- 
men, and to go by bye-ways in hopes of escaping Chattar Sing. It 
is a most perilous journey, especially encumbered as she is with two 
such young children. C. says he would have preferred sending the 
baby with a native nurse quietly to Lahore. It would have been 
much safer for the child, and she could then have ridden with her 
escort in case of need ; whereas in a Palki she must encumber them 
dreadfully, and if Chattar Sing intercepts them, I do not see what 
th^ cah do but fight 

The price of everything is rising frightfully, owing to the want of 
rain. Bhusa ^bran) is thir^ seers the rupee ; a little while ago, it 
was 100 seers the rupee. Gram (a kind of small pea, the Cece of 
Italy), on which horses and cattle are fed, is twentyndx sirs, instead 
of ttom forty to fifty the rupee ; and this morning our servants could 
only get eight annas' (one shilling's) worth of Bhusa in the Bazar I 
No grass whatever is to be had for the horses ; and we see strings 
of camels going out in all directions to eet food for the artiUery 
cattle. We met a string of them the o£er morning : they could 
got neither Bhusa nor Gram, and were going out again with a vague 
hope of being able to obtain a httle wheat A large army is to be 
formed somewhere in this neighbourhood, but how it is to be fed 
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nobody knows. The Ck)mmander-in-Cbief is expected down, and 
the Governor-General up almost immediately. 

We have just heard from Mult4n, September 28th. — ^ We are 
in want of a 9-pounder battery, one troop of Horse Artillery, and 
as many European and Native regiments as can be spared." The 
Commander-in-Chief is entitled to the gratitude of us all, for his 
foresight in anticipating the General's requisition for more troops, 
and the promptness with which he has sent his orders. The 
besieging party is always supposed to be of overwhelming force in 
comparison to the besieged. In attacking a fortress, the hrst thing 
is to drive every enemy within the walls, and the first parallel is 
eenerally commenced about 600 or 800 yards from the outworks. 
(The Duke generally began at 600.) Here we have an army far 
surpassing ours in numbers ; a very strong fortress, and very exten- 
sive suburbs to take first; unless, indeed, we attack on the north- 
east, which will, I hope, be the plan adopted. We must, therefore, 
have a very large force before we can look for anything like suc- 
cess. Two Sikh regiments and four guns joined Mulraj last night, 
and great were the rejoicings in consequence. The prisoners have 
not been hung or shot; on the contrary, they are very well treated, 
and have plenty of beer and brandy, as Mulraj took all General 
Cortlandt^s mess stores." 

Tuesday, October lOtli, 1848. — I received a note from Major 
Lawrence on Sunday, in which he says in reply to mine: — **It is 
a comfort to find that although one's Government seems to forget 
one, there are friends who do not" He speaks of the burden of 
anxiety from which the departure of his dear wife and children 
has relieved him ; says that his .troops are still ** well in hand," and 
that he had *' that morning, September 30th, put their obedience 
to a strong test by despatching a battery to Attock. It must have 
been gall and wormwood to them to see the guns start to fight 
against their brethren, but there were no signs of mutiny." Ho 
adds — '* If it comes to a brush, which in all human probability it 
will, unless British troops quicklv appear on the Jelum, I have 
no fears for my life, though my liberty may be endangered, for I 
believe I have many friends among these people." He expresses 
his firm trust in Him who alone can help, and adds — " God has 
been very good to me and mine." C. sent his note on to Mr. 
Elliott, Secretary to Government. We are daily more anxious to 
hear of Mrs. Lawrence's arrival at Lahore. She ought to have 
come in on the 2nd, and a carriage D&k, with a party of Skinner's 
horse, were sent to meet her, but they did not know which road 
she would take. 

To-day we hear that poor Sir Frederick Currie attempted to 
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smuggle upwards of a lakh and a half (about 15,000/.) and many 
commissariat stores to General Whish, by sending them down 
the river wholly unguarded ! As a matter of course Mulraj has 
appropriated them all. Mr. Cocks, the first Assistant at Lahore, 
has been urging Sir F. Currie, as a matter of needful precaution, 
to take possession of Govindghar. Sir Frederick hesitated and 
objected, but Mr. Cocks would not be denied. He himself started 
with Skinner's Horse and the 1st Native Infantry. He went ahead 
Vfith the cavalry, took possession of the fort (which commands 
Amritsir, the Sacred City of the Sikhs, and is very strong) and 
turned out the small Darb4r garrison, who heaped unspeakable 
abuse on the heads of the intruders. Had they been a day later 
in all probability they could not have got in. The Ist X^ative 
Infantry came up the next day, and in this so-called dismantled 
fortress they have already discovered fifty guns buried. General 
•Whish's force still remains in statu quo. Ihey have sent the Sap- 
pers to Shoojahabad, and Mulraj has hitherto left them in peace. 

I have been riding almost every morning lately, on a Bokhara 
galloway C. has bought for me, which is so good-tempered that I 
took a ride on him by myself the first time he ever had a side- 
saddle on his back. His paces are ffood, but he is lazy, and I had 
some trouble to keep from turning m at every Sharzadeh^s house 
we passed. Hasan £[h&n*s women wore very much amused at my 
habit, and called me their Sahib. We often stop on parade. I 
and the other ladies of Uie Sikh ka Pultau (Sikh regiment) have 
been flattered at the surprise we have excited oy never quarrelling. 
Colonel H., who commands the station, periodically exclaims, 
^'Five ladies and four gentlemen, and no quarrels yet 11" for 
never was anything like the discord and spite that prevails in 
almost every other corps. 

Two of Prince Shahpur*s children came the other day for 
medicine. The little boy has the hooping cough — the little girl 
l:.as weak eyes. She is a very pretty little wilful thing, who took 
a great fancy to my husband. We showed them the picture of 
their grandfather, Shah Shujah, and the little Sharzadeh imme- 
diately put his hand . to his forehead and said, ^ Sal4m aleikum " 
to it. I went the other day, for the first time, to Nabi Baksh's 
shop. He is the chief merchant here. Such a curious jumble 
' of things, I suppose, is hardly to be found except at a Jew pawn- 
broker's. Dish covers, cofiee-potsj writing-paper, pistols, shoes and 
Stilton cheeses, MangnalPs Questions and Jain, wools and warming 
pans ! We have dnven almost every evening lately on the course, 
were a really good road has been made since last year. General 
Ventura rode by us for some time the other night, and told us 
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that Padre VeDtura, the Pope's Secretary, is his own great-nephew, 
lie spoke of him as a man full of energy and fire, liko a volcano, 
very honest and out-spoken, ** pas du tout diploraate, c'est a dire 
menteur," but full of talent He said that when he spoke to him 
of India, and subjects entirely unknown to him, he understood it 
all before General Ventura had half done, and made a flying leap 
to the conclusion, which was always the right one. He is a 
Dominican monk. General Ventura also saw and heard Oicero- 
acchio, whose eloouence has gained him such extraordinary 
influence over the Roman populace. He spoke of him as a man 
*.* fort d^sint^ress^.** 

Wo were much interested in a poor A%h&n, whose wife was 
very ill with fever. We rode to see her every morning for some 
days, but she died. She was a Hindustani, with a very pleasing 
expression. He said one day, '* She has been very good wife to 
me, I do not know what I shall do if she dies," and his eyes filled 
with tears. 

As there is a dearth of public news just now, I will tell you a 
story Mr. Rothney related, and two facts worthy of note. When 
Mr. Rothney was coming out to India, the chief oflScer of the 
ship, Mr. Mereweather, was speaking of sailors not knowing how 
to swim, and said that he himself could not swim in the least. 
Two or three days after they foil in with a ship that had struck in 
Algoa Bay. The weather was rough and threatening, but a boat 
was lowered, Mr. Mereweather to<3c tlie helm, they reached the 
ship in safety, and returned again and again, until every one was 
safe on board their own ship. One of the passengers of the wreck 
then stepped forward and said that a sick lady had been forgotten. 
Although the sea was becoming more dangerous every moment, 
the young chief officer inunediately called for volunteers. The 
finest men in the ship ofiered themselves, but they had hardly left 
the ship when a tremendous wave swamped the boat, and hardly 
a man was saved. Two seamen supported the young officer for 
some time, until he desired them to save themselves, which one 
succeeded in doing. The passenger himself was drowned, and it 
was discovered that the wretched man's story of there being 
a sick lady on board was entirely false: he had sacrificed the 
lives of these brave men in the hope of saving some of his property. 

My two other facts are these: Lieutenant Lake, the gallant 
young Engineer, who now commands Bhawal Ehdn's troops, saved 
Loodiana from being pillaged by the Sikhs at Christmas 1845, by 
putting up black posts wiui conspicuous white marks on them, at 
certain distances in full view of the invaders, who fancying either 
that these showed where mines were prepared, or at least that we 



SiO BSFAHIS' CHILDREN. 

had guns covering those points, carefully abstained from approach* 
ing them. 

The other is: that the Engineer who built the 60th Lines, 
which were blown down from haying been constructed so slightly, 
received a reprimand from his superiors for having made them too 
strong, as Lord Ellenborough only wished them to be built to last 
two years. When the catastrophe occurred, the survivors of the 
50th rushed out furiously, intending to murder the unfortunate 
Engineer, but they found he had di^ a short time previous. In 
the inquiry subsequently ordered the above letter was not pro- 
duced ; but Mr. Boustead, the Chaplain, saw it with his own eyes; 
It is said to have since disappeared. 

Yesterday, the 9th, we drove to the Mission Compound to take 
leave of our friends, the Newtons and Janviers, who are going for 
three months to a meeting of the Synod at Agra. We have just 
heard from Mult4n, that one of the Sep&his who absconded from 
Lahore on the first outbreak, has been seized by some of his for- 
mer comrades who saw him bathing. He has since been serving 
under Mulraj, and it is supposed came into camp to win over some 
of our men. 

We were much amused the other morning by meeting two little 
boys of about seven to nine years old, Sepahis' children, who made 
a military salute, and then asked ** Wliut news from thence f" 
meaning Multdn, where their fathers now are. 

I was relating to Rothney, the Ilibernian Von der Decken's 
story of the two Hanoverian ladies, one the wife and the other 
the widow of a Hof-Marschall, who respectively claimed prece- 
dence. The widow backed her claim by the fact of her husband 
having been a Knight of the Lion ; but the wife of the actual 
Hof-Marschall retorted that her husband was a Knight of the 
Elephant of Danemark, and that a living elephant was better than 
a dead lion. 

Mr. Rothney said exactly the same dispute was now going on 
in humble life in Mrs. D.'s Compound. Her head or Sirdar bearer 
has lately died, and there is a grand dispute between his widow 
and the wife of his successor, as to which is to be called *^ Sirddri." 
He also told us that not very long ago, the husband of Mrs. D.'s 
Dhai (or wet-nurse) made a great commotion in their Compound, 
which ended by his lying in wait to assault Dr. D. when he came 
home. He was taken up and put in prison for so doing, and 
while he was undergoing his sentence he was discovered to be a 
Thug, and hanged. Notwithstanding this, Mrs. D. still keeps the 
woman. 

Mr. Davies, the Assistant-Commissioner here, discovered a gang 
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of Tliugs. Another officer, however, got all the credit and the 
appointment as Suppressor of Thuggi, with 200 or 800 rupees addi- 
tional per month, aud has been lauded in the papers as " that active 
and energetic officer." 

Monday, October 16th. — Mrs. 0. and Mrs. B. came home quite 
exhausted from church yesterday ; the Brigade-Major having stop* 
ped the Fhankahs. The service is at sunrise and sunset It is very 
much hotter than it was this time last year. We then left off 
Phankahs the 80th of October, now we cannot bear them to be 
stopped for an hour. The thermometer was then about 72^ in the 
house, now it is 84®. 

Since we came here 0. goes as usual to the Mission Chapel in the 
evening, and I generally drive with him, and sit quietly in one of 
our friends' the Missionaries' houses during the service. As Mr. 
Rudolph is now left alone, 0. helped him by reading the eighth of 
Romans for him, and added some remarks. 

We have just heard that Mrs. Lawrence has arrived safely at 
Peshawur,* having been obliged to return owing to the impossibi- 
lity of reaching Xahore. This will encourage the mutineers at 
Peshawur very much, for they will argue that if she with a regi- 
ment of Afghan horse could not reach Lahore, succours from Lahore 
are not likely to reach Peshawur. 

I have just heard tliat tlie Royal Rifles were to begin their march 
from Karr&chi to Tatta on the night of the 6th. It is a curious 
way of doing things, but the Sind Staff are to have nothing to do 
with this expedition. The General, Adjutant-General, and most 
strange to say, the Quartermaster-General, are to be furnished from 
Bombay. The niggardliness of the Bombay Government has made 
moving troops in Smds a very difficult matter ; they first denuded 
the Commissariat establishment, and then sent an officer expressly 
to economise still further. Carriage has been scarcely procured for 
the march to Tatta, whence they are to go to Sukkur by the river, 
but none can be got for the Bombay Fusiliers, and consequently 
they have to be sent round to the mouth of the river by steamers, 
to be conveyed thence by boat All this just shows the inexpedi- 
ency of putting civilians in what are and will be for ten years to 
come purely military positions. Mr. Pringle may bo a farst-rate 
Commissioner, but a soldier is wanted at this moment in Scinde. 

The Government seem to have pushed forward all the civilians to 
the frontier — Mr. Pringle in Sinds, Sir F. Currie in the Punjab, while 
they have carefully packed most military men, who know the coun- 
try, out of the way. 

* This was a mistake^ ehe had arrived at Kohit 
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The Commander-in-Chief is expected in about a week, and it is 
thought he will take the command at Multdn himself. As for not 
having troops to send to Peshawur, two regiments are enough for 
this place. C. said only this morning, that he was sure he could 
raise five hundred A%h4ns almost at an hour's notice, and they 
would be invaluable at Peshawur. Certainly one regiment could 
be spared from Lahore. I wish they would send C. up with such a 
force, including his own men, it would repay Major Lawrence for 
his gallant ofter of succouring him in the Kila-i-Kish4n Eh&n. I 
would part with him willingly for such a purpose, for I feel boiling 
over with indignation and shame at the apathy shown to the £Ette of 
a brave man, to say nothing of his wife and babes. 

If Peshawur &lls, I suppose Attock will go too, and the delays 
have deferred the commencement of the campaign so late, that 
imless it is quite one of the ^^ Veni, vidi, vici'* kind, tliere is every 
probability of its being prolonged till next hot weather ; the very 
thing that these delays were intended to avoid. 



BND OF VOL. I. 



This preservation photocopy was made and hand bound at 

BookLab, Inc., in compliance with copyright law. 

The paper is Weyerhaeuser Cougar Opaque 

Natural, which exceeds ANSI 

Standard Z39.48-1984. 

1993 



\ 





3 2044 019 768 902 



T"^-.?.9'"'OWER WILL BP 

The borrower must return this item on or before 
the last date stamped below. If another user 
places a recall for this item, the borrower will 
be notified of flie need for an earlier return. 

Non-receipt of overdue notices does not exempt 
the borrower from overdue fines. 



Harvard College Widener Library 
Cambridge, MA 02138 617-495-2413 




Please handle with care. 

Thank you for helping to preserve 
library collections at Harvard. 



